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June 7,2005 

Base Closure & Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject: Fort Monmouth Base Closure 

Dear BRAC Commission, 

The following was an article written by Judy Randal titled "A grandson's lesson in patriotism" and was 
published in the Staten Island Advance, May 29, 2005. 

Joe McKeon wrote the following untitled poem in remembrance of Memorial Day 1953 for his eight year old 
son in 1953. 

"If the dead could talk, what would they say; the soldiers and the sailors on Memorial Day:" 
"Forget us not, would be the plea; of the boys in France and Italy;" 
"In Germany, too, and here at home; the cry would be, don't leave us alone;" 
"Pay us a visit, say us a prayer; don't make us feel that you don't care;" 
"We gave our lives for all of you; here is something you can do;" 
"Keep our country good and strong; trust in God and you can't go wrong;" 
"There is one more thing we'd like to say; pray for the boys in Korea today." 

With minor editing the poem reflects today's Warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan fighting today for Homeland 
Security! 

A "Major" technology that can make or break a battle, a war, a country and our future as Americans is 
communications. Fort Monmouth has long-standing and critical connections to our region's universities, 
research labs, and high-tech workforce in the local area. The R&D that made today's communications 
technology possible is in danger of being dismantled for the benefit of consolidation. I urge you not to make this 
grave mistake. 

If this decision is not overturned by the BRAC Commission, it will take years, if not decades, for the Army's 
intelligence and communications Research, Development, Testing and Evaluations (RDT&E) capability to 
recover. It will take generations to make up for the knowledge lost when only a fraction of the workforce 
actually relocates. Such an outcome is deeply worrisome during a global, unconventional and highly adaptive 
enemy. 

Please consider the major role Fort Monmouth has in keeping our soldiers safe. I implore you to ensure that the 
BRAC Commission keeps Fort Monmouth open. 

Concerned Voter (j&%W' 50 Roc e e Street 

Staten Island, NY 10304-2922 


