
June 1,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi: 

In light of the Department of  defense"^ recent announcement to include Cannon Air Force Base 
on the base closure list, I would like to list some reasons why I feel like this facility should definitely remain 
open. It makes no sense to close an Air Force Base that has all of the positive attributes that Cannon has. And 
they are as follows: 

Vast air space with no encroachment issues and the close proximity of the Melrose Bombing Range 
make it suitable for training iat supersonic speeds. 
Our weather in Eastern New Mexico affords many more days of training opportunities. We have more 
sunny days than not. 
Many new and existing faciliities suitable for joint training exercises as was shown by a recent training 
effort between Cannon and tlhe US Navy. Also Cannon has ample spacelramp space to accommodate 
surge force requirements in training and emergency situations. 
The relationship between Clovis, New Mexico and Cannon Air Force Base is legendary. Unlike many 
cities that have military installations close by and would prefer they go away, Clovis, Portales and the 
surrounding area have embraced Cannon, donating time and land to promote the base's needs. We 
welcome the base personnel and appreciate what they bring to our community. I believe this is the 
reason so many career military personnel choose to stay here after they retire. And we have many that 
have not made it a career that choose to remain also. 
It would have an inordinately negative impact on our economy. It has been estimated we will lose 20 
percent of our workforce. This is a percentage that is way out of line with the effect of base closings in 
other communities, so as you can see, Cannon is critical for us. 
Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure as evidenced by the reasons listed above. 

I feel like the continued operation of Cannon Air Force Base is not only critical for our region, but for the 
nation as a whole, in view of the unstable world situation. Therefore I sincerely ask that you reconsider 
and reevaluate the DOD's recommendation and to vote to remove it from the BRAC closure list. 

Gary Jones 
125 Park Drive 
Clovis, New Mexico 88 101 
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