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Anthony J. Principi 
BRAC Commission 
Polk Building 
Suites 600 and 625 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Arlington VA 22202 

RE: Naval Air Station, Brunswick ME 
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Dear Mr. Principi; 
**. I m l P  

We are writing this letter as private citizens who are very concerned with the recent Defense Department 
listing of Brunswick Naval Air Station as a realigned base. Basically as we understand it, the Defense Depart- 
ment plans to remove all the current aircraft and relocate it to Florida leaving NASB essentially as an air sta- 
tion with no aircraft. 

While there are numerous arguments both pro and con for the closure or realignment of the Naval Air Sta- 
tion that can be made, we believe the single most important reason NASB needs to remain open is it is the 
only fully operational Air Base in the northeast. If for no other reason, we in the northeast part of the country 
deserve protection too (even though we are a "blue" state). Remember, two of the major terrorists of the 9/ 11 
tragedy came through Maine on their way to killing almost 3000 people. WE ABSOLUTELY NEED TO 
KEEP A MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE NORTHEAST, AND ESPECIALLY IN MAINE!!!! 

With all the many new improvements to the airfield, housing, hangars, control tower, etc., at the Naval Air 
Station, it only makes sense to keep it as an active air base for national security and homeland defense. Al- 
though we all know the need to watch our tax dollars being spent properly, it makes no sense to be short 
sighted on the defense of our country. If we cannot defend ourselves against our enemies, nothing else will 
matter. We  hope after your recent visit to Hrunswick you can see the need for keeping this military base open 
and fully operational. It has the land, runways, expansion capabilities, easy access, all weather capability, se- 
cure and modern facilities which we need to defend this country. It is the one and onlv stratepic location 
in the entire northeast and must not be closed or realimed. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and we hope, along with our family and friends, the RRAC Com- 
mission will see the short sightedness of the Defense Department recommendations and keep Naval Air Sta- 
tion Brunswick open as an active military air base. 

Sincerely, /7 
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