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To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing this letter to inform you that | am very concemed about the vulnerability that the Pacific
Northwest will face if the proposed Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) plan goes into law in its
current form. Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana will be virtually helpless in the event of another
attack like the one that this country suffered on September 11, 2001.

I am specifically concerned about the loss of Air and Army National Guard units. The National Guard is
responsible for the security of this country. They are charged with homeland defense while their active
duty counter parts are fighting terrorism abroad. National Guard units also have unique roles within the
state: security detail, natural disaster response, etc. | am concemed what will happen to the NW in he
event of a national emergency. My concems are very sincere and heartfelt and | hope that together the
NW will survive this ordeal and remain unchanged with its freedom and air sovereignty intact.

To be more specific about the homeland defense mission | am most concerned about the loss of the
Fighter Wing at the Portland Air National Guard Base. The fact that Washington and Montana have no
air to air fighters, Oregon’s other fighter wing is a training unit that does not have fully qualified fighter
pilots, and Idaho’s Mountain Home Air Force Base is losing its air to air fighters and is also becoming a
training unit makes it very likely that if another attack on our country occurs that the NW would be a
very easy target.

| have read the Department of Defense (DOD) BRAC proposal and have found that there are some
very peculiar findings.

1. Reasons that Portland's 142™ Fighter Wing is the best unit to protect the skies in the
Pacific NW.

a. Staﬁstically one of the best units in the Air Force.
b. Location is ideal to proteét entire coast from northem California to Canada.
c. The base already has state of the art facilities.
d. Strategic location for dissimilar aircraft training across the services.
e. 100% fully qualified combat trained pilots.
2. Inaccuracies in the DOD proposal.

a. When the economic impact was reported, the DOD reported that the impact for
the areas consisting of Portland, OR, Beaverton, OR, and Vancouver WA would
be less than 1% economic impact. This fact is misleading. As many as 60% of the
full ime employees and as many as 70% of the traditional guard members live in
Vancouver, WA. When you couple this with the closing of Vancouver Barracks
and just figure the impact on the city of Vancouver the figure would be much
higher than 1%.

b. The fact that money will be saved by moving the aircraft away from Portland. The
aircraft are not being decommissioned they will just be relocating. They will still
consume millions of defense dollars just not here in the NW. The base at Portland
will also stay open and fully operational.
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Oregon has two units with the same aircraft doing the same mission. The two
units assigned in Oregon have very different missions. Klamath Falls guard base
has a mission to train pilots to fly the F-15 for the Air Force. Portland has Fully
qualified pilots that support the guards mission i.e. homeland defense. Portland
has a 24-hour alert mission that enables them to be airborne within minutes to
respond to emergencies.

3. Questionable proposals.

a.

BRAC was supposed to place military value on military installations. How is it that
Portland which received an inaccurate score of 77 out of 155 will lose its aircraft
and other bases that scored over 130 will not only remain open but increase in
size. BRAC did not factor homeland defense into Portland's military value, in fact
when members of the BRAC commission appointed by the President came to
visit Portland Air National Guard Base in May they were completely unaware of
the fact that Portland had a 24 hour alert mission. How did such details not make
its way to this commission after almost three years of “extensive” study by the
DOD?

It is true that Oregon has two units with the same aircraft, but only one meets the
homeland defense criteria. They use this as a reason to remove aircraft and
weaken the Oregon Air National Guard, yet they intend on having two alert
stations that utilize the same aircraft in Louisiana and Florida only minutes apart
by air. Both of these units also yielded a worse military value than Portland.

Why was the Air National Guard specifically targeted in this BRAC, and why were
Democratic states specifically targeted. Even Chairmen Principi of the BRAC
commission has called into question the of closing or realigning of guard bases.
Like | said questionable proposals.

How are two F-15s stationed at Portland, OR supposed to sustain 24-hour
combat air patrol (CAP) missions in the event of an elevated threat condition for
long periods of time like the four-month span that was necessary after September
11, 20017 With very few fully qualified aircrew and even fewer aircraft | think this
spells vulnerability for the entire Pacific NW.

| do not know all of the answers but | do know that it is a sad day for the military and the volunteer force
that it embodies. Every country in the world is building their military machine to equal the might of this
great country and we continue to shrink and outsource our defense contracts to a breaking point. | am
afraid that one-day we will not have the military strength to protect our own interest at home or abroad.
After all the foundation on which any nation is built is the ability of that nation to wage war. We should
not be closing any bases, especially ones that patrol the skies over major U.S. cities such as Seattle,
Tacoma, and Portland that host many strategic targets for our enemies abroad.

“In general the war system provides the basic motivation for primary social organization.” (Leonard C.

Lewin)

A sincerely concemned citizen



