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The I-Ionorable Anthony Principi, Chairman 
Base Realignment a d  Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

As you approach the final days of the BRAC analysis efforts and prepare your 
recommendations, J would like to dispel the military value statement that appeared in a 
recently released document (DCN: 6479) on the DOD BRAC e-library. 

On the third page of that document, labeled as candidate #USAF-0047tS 13 1, there is an 
incorrect statement, namely "MILITARY VALUE: Enable FAA to berter serve Narional 
Air Space requirements (eliminate Buckeye MOA). " 

Since militmy value is a primary area of aonsideration for BIRAC-05, I want to makc sure 
you understand that the inference that the Buckeye MOA could be closed if tile F- 16's a1 
Springfield ANG, Ohio are moved is wrong. The Buclccye MOA iu one of only u few 
airspace areas east of the Mississippi river where pilots can train in a safe nnd 
efficient manner to learn and maintain pilot ski118 that are needed by DOD. 

The Buckeye MOA airspace will continue to be used after BR4C by military 
organizations that are not impacted as a result of BRAC. The Buckeye MOA is airspace 
tlmt is more valuable in today's pilot training requirmnents than ever before. In the past, 
much of the Surface Attack Toclics had to be performed on a gunnery rangc within 
restricted airspace. With today's precision-guided m~ulitions, much of the training is 
"video assesscd" (no need to release ordmce). DOD needs large pieces of airspace with 
varied and complex target sets (i.e. cities, factories, bridges, etc.) to perform Targeting 
Pod training. Buckeye MOA i s  perfect for this training. Today's air-ground ranges do 
not afford the type of airspace necessary to train with these "stand off weapons." 
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The Buckeye MOA is only one part of the excellent training resources available in Ohio 
for training and maintaining proficiency for our DOD pilots. Again, tho suggestion tbot 
military value could be achieved by closing thc Buckeye MOA is false and 
detrimental to our military. If you need more details to resolve any questions 
concerning the Buckeye MOA, please let me h o w .  

Thank you in advance for your considersltion of this informalion. And thanlc you for your 
service and the ueat  work your commission is doing for our country! 

Member of Congress 


