
What We Do:
• Produce RDX and HMX family of explosives
• NATO sole producer of anti-terrorist explosive tagging agent 
• Handles field service stocks, industrial stocks and security assistance requirements
• DOD explosives storage - 130 igloos
• Perform munitions readiness assessment and inspections

Business Facts:
• Commander:  LTC Jeffrey A. Turner
• Civilian Executive:  William W. Brannon III
• Contractor:  BAE Systems OSI (Ordnance 

Systems Incorporated)

Mission: Only facility in US that develops and produces RDX and HMX based
ammunition explosives for all services.    

Holston Army Ammunition 
Plant
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Holston AAP Characteristic           
Kingsport, TN

Active GOCO     IMA Region - SE

04162003

Facilities:
Acres – 6,024
Bldgs – 311 (active); 455 (total incl. Layaway)
Storage – 275K sq ft

Environmental Condition:

RCRA Corrective Order – 1999 to 
clean up Solid Waste Management 
Units

Restoration Cost - $8.2M
Est Compl Date - 2010

FY04 
EMPLOYMENT:                                                               
Civilian – 17        
Military - 1    
Contractor – 661 
Gov’t Tenants - 2                                      

FY04

ECONOMIC IMPACT:   Contractor Government 
Operating Budget:          $80.1M                $1.27M   
(Payroll:                            $20.1M               $1.20M)

Government Property:

Industrial Plant Equipment- 9
Other Plant Equipment – 25,718
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Holston AAP TenantsHolston AAP Tenants

Kingsport Railcar Service
Environmental Safety & Health
Tri Cities Weatherproofing
Transit Mix
Tengasco Pipeline Inc
Savewood Plastics Facility
DCAA
Holston Business Dev
IPPE
Pendulum Management
Consolidated Pipe
John Kelly
Dyno Nobel

Rail Ops & Maint
Training Services
Construction
Cement
Gas Distribution
Med. Density Fiberboard
Fed Gov’t
Business Incubator
Liquidation Broker
Marketing
Wholesale Pipe & Fittings
Explosive Storage
Explosive Storage

Tenant Type Business

ARMS Commitment through 2022 
(basic w/mutual options through 2028)
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Uniqueness of the installation
Only large scale military explosive producer in North America
60 Years experience making 70 essential formulations
Only facility making next generation of insensitive explosives

Opportunities for expansion…underutilized capacity / capability…
Can increase production to 50M lbs per year in 8 mos
Room to increase LAP market share
250 acres planned for commercial development
Very successful 6.2 – 6.4 R+D on site

Supported OIF, OEF other Operations
Tripled USN bomb fill production 2003
USMC C-4 for demo blocks and MICLIC
Special projects

Support to Regional Combatant Commanders
None direct

Supported other services, Fed , State Agencies…
Produces  explosives for all services 
Sells about 1M lbs commercially for safety, industrial, & other energetic products

Valued added/ impact if moved.
Loss of expertise
Very costly to move equipment & facilitize buildings for explosives manufacturing
Cost to re-acquire fragment safety buffer near labor force staggering
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