
& RECEIVED 
BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

Subject: Base Closure - Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I join with numerous military colleagues, past and present, to share with you our disappointment and concern 
that your BRAC Commission has recommended closure of thc? Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station, Niagara 
Falls, New York. The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is the home of the 914'~ Airlift Wing, Air Force Reserve 
and the 107' Air Refueling Wing, New York Air National Guard. Depleting their combat readiness at this 
critical time when our military arsenal is experiencing serious shortages and overuse of resources appears to 
be contrary to effective and efficient military planning. 

Both Air Force units have a 56-year successful history of being embraced by the Westem New York 
community, evidenced by their continued recruiting successes. and citizen support at a time when other 
locations are failing to do likewise. Based upon recent decisiolns, Command operations planners have 
recognized the sustained combat readiness of these citizen airmen. For example: the 107th ARW was 
deployed immediately after the September 11, 2001 tragedy and continually thereafter, serving wherever and 
whenever needed. The 914 AW has been deployed on more than one occasion to the Iraqi danger zone, 
demonstrating night flying proficiency in combat conditions, a r~d tasking to fly visiting government dignitaries in 
the wartime environment in Iraq because of their flying excellence. 

Currently, the Niagara Air Reserve Station houses two proven and combat ready air units at a reasonable 
return on investment to the Department of Defense. Hopefully, your Commission will revisit the data made 
available to you and follow up with an on site visit before finalizing your work. 

From perusing news releases, it appears the BRAC Commission has redistributed military assets with minimal 
regard to building on the existing base assets. Considering the? impressive amount of federal funds invested 
into the Niagara Air Reserve Station to improve its capability, e.g., new transient quarters, runway extension, 
construction of a Military Entrance Processing Site, etc., it seems appropriate to build on this momentum by 
reallocating other regional military assets to the site. Would it not be feasible to relocate the nearby US Army 
Support Center, the US Coast Guard helicopter operation pos~itioned in adjoining Erie County, and the Army 
National Guard Helicopter unit from Rochester, New York to the Niagara location? We are sure, with local 
input, there will be other worthy realignments to weigh in on. 

With the emphasis being placed upon the need for implementing homeland security measures, it again 
appears that the Niagara Air Reserve Station is well positionecl for training purposes, stationing of critical 
equipment, and a consulting resource point for emergency services. Certainly, its location to the major 
population center of the United States identifies it as a central point when reaching out to the population 
masses during a crisis situation. 

Another disconcerting Commission action is the reallocation 01' Guard and Reserve assets to active duty units. 
Not only are you displacing highly qualified personnel and degrading combat ready organizations, your action 
can be, rightfully or wrongfully, interpreted as declaring subtle war on Guard and Reserve components. Guard 
and Reserve organizations have continually fulfilled their missions successfully for years and years. Sacrificing 
reservists to build up the active duty forces may be a short-term gain without addressing the real problem. As 
you know, our Nation has been historically depended upon their Militias and civilian volunteers. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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