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Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a private citizen, I certainly do not have access to all of the information to 
make a judgement regarding the selection of military installations to be 
realigned or closed. Complete access to that information by my 
representatives in  Congress will allow fair and independent analysis to correct 
any misconceptions and prevent a costly and unfortunate mistake. And as a 
citizen, taxpayer, voter, and patriot, I do deserve to have access to the 
information on which the Defense Department's recommendation to close the 
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base is made. 

You are being presented with a tremendous number of letters from all over the 
country, each community fighting for the jobs and vital regional economic 
impact a military installation represents. But the most significant factors in  
such a decision must be the responsiveness and effectiveness of the US 
Armed forces and the Reserve and National Guard units. 

You must certainly recognize the outstanding service that has characterized 
the units stauoned at the Niagara Falls base: the 107th Air Refueling Wing, the 
914th Airlift Wing, and the 865th Combat Hospital. 'These people, our citizen 
soldiers, are local and National heros. They are from here. Their families are 
here. They were recruited and reenlisted here. They have served with - 
distinction and pride here - and abroad. 

A decision to take planes, missions, and people away from Air Guard and Air 
Resenre bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases makes no 
sense at all. 

In addition to the excellent points that the Niagara Military Affairs Council has 
shared with the local public and that have been included in many letters you 
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will receive from the citizens of the Niagara USA region, the location of the 
Niagara Falls Air Base requires special consideration for several other 
reasons. 

The base is located at the heart of a critical International border heavily laden 
with strategic infrastructure including several International bridges, critical US 
and Canadian power generation facilities, and many industrial facilities. It is 
also adjacent to the largest freshwater supply in all of the country. For these 
reasons, rather than closure, consideration should be given to increase the 
use of the facility as a base of Homeland Security operations. For example, 
why not add a fighter squadron? Why not even consider installation of a unit 
of unmanned drones for continuous surveillance of our critical international 
border? 

Finally, considering the adaptability, flexibility, perserverence, and 
resourcefulness of our enemy, why In the world would declslons be made to 
concentrate operations and equipment and thereby increase the impact of a 
successful attack? 

I urge the Commission to remove the Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's 
recommended list of base closures and to stop the process of weakening our 
Nation's defense by weakening the Reserve and Guard component of our 
military forces. 

Robert J. Hagen 
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