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Patrick McNamara .
P.O. Box 2233 BIRARAE Sameyasion
Centerville MA 02634 L

JUL'1 9 208605
BRAC Commission — General “Fig” Newton eived
2521 South Clark Street Refiétsrly
Suite 600

Arlington VA 22202
July 14, 2005
Dear General Newton,

Today is my dad’s 81% birthday. He isa WW II fighter pilot. He retired from
Otis Air National Guard Base 21 years ago at the age of 60. He had over 8200 hours of
safe flying.( F-100, T-33, F-106, U-3A, F-86, F-84, C-131, T-6, P-47, P-51s, and other
aircraft). He also was an instructor and helped to teach me how to fly. (I have my
private pilot’s license —~ received the training through the Otis Air National Guard Base
Aero club!)

The proposed closing of Otis Air National Guard base has a serious immediate
and future consequence. The leadership of the base, State and politicians have stated
many reasons not to close Otis ANG Base. Your visit to Otis in June and the July Boston
Massachusetts public hearings emphasized these points.

The Otis Air Base has provided my dad, me, AF, Navy, Army, Marine, Coast Guard
and other federal agencies an excellent training environment. Otis has been a great source
for providing the nation with trained and ready men and women of the military. Otis ANG
Base employed my oldest son in his “first job” as a janitor at the BOQ. Last week he
graduated from high school and has a delayed enlistment plan with the USMCR and will
attend college at the Massachusetts Maritime Academy.

I respectfully ask you and the other BRAC commissioners to remove Otis Air
National Guard base from the closure list. [t is a facility that I believe could be used as a
joint use airfield and continue as a national resource for the future. The base infrastructure
and dedicated personnel have continuously proven its worth by outstanding inspection and
deployment results. I am assigned to a unit at Otis and have seen the younger airmen that I
have helped to train go off to support 2 activations and deployments in the past 3 years.
When the C-17s landed and came to pick up and return these troops I said to myself,
“thanks to the great facilities and training environment at Otis, I know these men and
women are prepared to do their jobs.” Everyone came home safely!

Attached is a recent article published in the “Otis Notice” base newspaper. The

Chaplain’s Corner letter says more that I can. It is “right on the mark” about what the
Massachusetts Military Reservation and Otis Air National Guard Base are all about.

Sincerely,

[l A J e ] Jarmse

Patrick J. M¢cNamara



Chaplain’s Column

Chaplain Alan Wilmot

AsIdrove to my chapel office this morning, I heard
a news item on the radio regarding the next meeting
related to the Base Realignment And Closure
Commission's decision to recommend the closure of
Otis Air National Guard Base. This letter gives me the
opportunity to reflect a little on this whole situation.

As T understand it, part of the decision was the
commission's goal to close all single-use bases, insist-
ing that 'valid' bases are multi-use facilities. Asidé from
finding this a questionable goal, this does not apply I
think to our situation. If you look at Otis by itself,
you've missed the clear fact that it is intimately, inextri-
cably part of the larger base we call the Massachusetts
Military Reservation. It is SO much a part of it that if
you remove or close this part, the rest of the MMR and
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it's commands are weakened, and will have to replace
the loss with expensive new funding.

To a beaurocrat (I was raised to call them 'bean-
counters', in derision) this is not to be expected, it's not
desirable. They often think each command should be
self-sufficient, providing and paying for everything
that it needs and uses. The idea makes some logical
sense, but it's flawed in that it's not how the military
works, and relationships among the commands devel-
oped before these business-school theories were devel-
oped. It's not even how life works.

What do I mean by that? Some of us in this world
seem to think that we are 'an island, entire unto' our-
selves, and that how we live our lives and how we get
what we perceive as our needs met does not influence
and is not influenced by others. This is often most clear
when we get depressed, and draw into ourselves rather
than seek the help of conversation and counsel with
someone else. The fact is we are not and never have
been solitary creatures, we're social beings. Sure,some
of us are somewhat introverted, but what we do and who
we are radiate out like ripples from a pebble dropped in
apond. How we live our lives determines the nature of
the society we live in. Were we all radically self-

centered, our world
would be a brutish,
nasty place. If we all
practiced random acts
of kindness (Google
thatand you find a foun-
dation to promote
them!) the would be far
healthier.

Those of us at Coast Guard Air Station Cape Cod
are very grateful, always mindful for the excellent
support that has been given us by the 102nd Fighter
Wing and Otis Air National Guard Base. To replace it
would be prohibitively expensive. We would also be
the emptier for it, with that support comes relationships
with some of the best human beings we've ever met.
Maybe on paper it's not efficient.; But in life this kind
of relationship is fantastic. I pray it continues.

Talso pray we all practice random acts of kindness,
and thus improve our world. On the website of the
foundation | referred to above I found the following
quote of Benjamin Franklin: "Remember not only to
say the right thing in the right place, but far more
difficult still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the

tempting moment." ?

Save Otis Coalition establishes e-newsletter

The Otis Coalition is a grass roots movement formed in
May of 2005 to develop a coordinated community response to
the Pentagon's proposed closure of the Otis Air National
Guard Base. The list of base closures has been created by the
Base Realignment and Closure Commission. The Coalition is
comprised of Upper Cape business and civic leaders, who will
be working diligently over the next 90 days to respond to the
BRAC commission recommendations with a strong case that
clearly defends Otis Air National Guard Base as an integral
part of our nation's Homeland Security.

This website is designed to provide periodic updates on
the work of the Otis coalition, and to be a source of informa-
tion associated with saving Otis. Meeting notices will also be

posted on this website, and the public is invited to attend
these meetings.

People wishing to financially support this grass roots
campaign can send donations to the Otis Civilian Advisory
Council. OCAC has started this fund with a $1,000 contribu-
tion. All monies received will go directly to this effort. Please
helpus and send donations to OCAC,POBox 651, Falmouth,
MA 02541. OCAC is a civic organization and therefore
contributions are non-tax deductible.

Support the Otis Coalition efforts to Save the Otis Air
National Guard Base, and register with the coalition and Join
Now! You will find the website at:

www.saveotis.com



Patrick McNamara
P.0. Box 2233 BRan Comp..
Centerville MA (2634 Yissing

BRAC Commission — Chatrman Anthony Princip JuL s 2005
2521 South Clark Street Receiyeq
Suite 600

Arlington VA 22202
July 14, 2005
Dear Chairman Principi,

Today is my dad’s 817 birthday. He isa WW IT fighter pilot. He retired from
Otis Air National Guard Base 21 ycars ago at the age of 60. He had over 8200 hours of
safe flying.( I'-100, T-33, I'-106, UI-3A, F-86, F-84, C-131, 1-6, P-47, P-515s, and other
aircraft). He also was an instructor and helped to teach me how to fly. {I have my
private pilot’s licensce — received the training through the Otis Air National Guard Base
Acro club!)

The proposed closing of Otis Air National Guard base has a serious immediate
and future consequence. The leadership of the base, State and politicians have stated
many reasons not to close Otis ANG Base. Your visit to Otis in June and the July Boston
Massachusetts public heanngs emphasized these points.

The Otis Air Base bas provided my dad, me, AF, Navy, Army, Marine. Coast Guard
and other federal agencies an excellent training environment. Otis has been a great source
for providing the nation with trained and ready men and women of the military. Otis ANG
Base employed my oldest son in his “firsi job” as a janitor at the BOQ). Last weck he
graduated from high school and has a delayed enlistmeni plan with the USMCR and wali
attend college at the Massachusetts Marnitime Academy.

I respectfully ask you and the other BRAC commissioners lo remove Otis Air
Mativnal Guard base from the closure list. [t is a facility that T beligve could be used as a
joint use airfield and continue as a national resource {or the future. ['he base infrastructure
and dedicated personnel have continuously proven its worth by eutstanding inspection and
deployment results. | am assigned to a unit at Otis and have seen the younger airmen that I
have helped to train go off to support 2 activations and deployments in the past 3 years.
When the C-17s landed and came to pick up and retum these troops 1 said to mysclf,
“thanks to the great facilities and training environment at Citis, I know these men and
women are prepared to do their jobs.” Everyonc came home safely!

Attached is a recent article published in the “Otis Notice” base newspaper, The

Chaplain's Comer letter says more that I can. 1t is “right on ihe mark™ about what the
Massachusetts Military Rescrvation and Otis Air National Guard Base are all about.

Sincerely,

1A ) I enere

Patrick 1. McNamara



Chaplain’s Column

Chaplain Alan Wilmot

As Ldrove to my chapel office tus moming, [heard
2 news ifetn on the rinho regarding e nexr mecling
related to the Hase Healigumenl And € losure
Cotissnm's decimian o peeommend dwe closnrs of
Otls A Natwnul Guand Base, This letter gives me the
opporiuody 1o tellzat a hittle onohis whole sinanon.

Av | understand i, pan of the decision was tie
commmrssion's goal (o closz all single-use bases, msist-
ing thit "valid' hases are multi-uss taciles Aside frum
finding this o questionabe goal, 15 does not apply T
think o our silwaion, 1If you look ac Ous by itself,
you've missad the clear fact that it 3 Ltunately . inealri-
cably part of the larger hase we call e Muassachusetis
Milirary Reservauon s 50 much 4 part of oo that if
you remave arclise s part, the et of the MME and
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i's cormmands are weshencd, and will have to seplace
the loss wih expensive new funding.

Tov a heaunoerad (1 was rgised 10 call thern 'bean-
connders', mdereson p ihas is oo o be expected , it's not
desitahle, They olten think cach command should be
seff-sufficient, providing and paying for everylhing
that it needs and vses. The wlea makes some lnpical
sense, but ir's flawad i thae s nol hiwe 1he military
works, and relationships among the commanils devel-
apusd befon: these husingss-selool theories were devel-
oped. 1's not even how lile works.

What do T mean by that? Some of us in this world
seem o think that we are 'an 1siand, cobie anka’ oar-
selves, and that how we Tive our Lives and how we get
what we peaceive as o neads med does pot influence
and i3 not Lnfluenced by othars. This is often mnst cleur
when we pet depressed, and draw into ourselves rather
than seek the help o conversation and counsel with
someane 2lse  The faci v we are oot and never have
been solicary creatures, we'is social bawngs S, some
of s are samew it inrpoveried, but what we doamd who
we are radlate oul hike npptes froan a pebble drapped in
a pond. Haw we live ont lives deternunes the nature of
the soctety we Lve in Were we all radically self

centered, our world
would be a bransh,
nasly place If we all
praciiced random ey
of hindness {{ioogle
tharand you find 4 fonn -
datinn  ta promole
them ' pthe would be far
healthier

Those of us at Coast Guoand A Stavoen Cape Cod
are very grateful, always nundfing dan the cxcellent
suppodt that has been given us by the 2o Fehie
Wing and Ons Air Natonal Guard Buse Lo eplise i
would be protubiively espensive. We wonbl il be
the cmplaer far it w i hat sapport coies e onships
willy somne of the best humun bemps we've cvee el
Maybe on paper it oot efficlent, Butu lile tus bind
of relationshup s fantastic. 1 pray 11 conbinuza

I also pray we all praciice raadont wots af Kundness,
and thus improve our world  Un the webstte ol The
foundation T retered W sbove T foonsd the fallowing
yuotz of Benjanun brunkho " Remeinbea s only 1o
say the might thing m the rght place, bat tar mone
difficult silt, o leave unsad (he wrong thing at the
eopting mmnent "

Save Otis Coalition establishes w-:mﬂm_mrﬁ.

[he Ons Coalition 15 & grdss mols mwvcment fomed m
Muy ol 2005 weadevelopa coordanated voiauunity responsc o
the Pentagon's proposed closere of the Omis Aar Mational
Civard Bage The hist of base closuces has heen created by Lhe
Buse Reabignnuent ard O losure Commission, Fhe Coalitions
campoised ot Vpper Cape basmesy ad civie leaders, whowll
be vk ing diligeotly wver e nese S0y s o respond fode
BEAC cominLsslon recomumemdations stk o sirong s diar
eleaily dedends O3 A Matinal Siuard Base az an integral
parl oof ol mation's Hempelaeed Securty

Tlas welsde 15 designed 1o provide pomdic updates on
the wrik of the Ol coalitarn, aml oo he 2 source of fomma-
non assactaied wirh saving Ous Meeting notices will also be

posted on thas website, aand the publie o e ueh Ly arred
iese mesimgs,

People wishing to Anancially support s grass rocls
campangn can send donations o the Ots Conbiun Advisory
Connel]. CHUAC has stacled this funcwitha $1RERCunonta
ton Al momes recerved wilt godicectly s s etfoct Phease
hel s and send donalwas 1o OCAC, O Bon g5, Cubiranls,
Rla 02354 OCAC 1w o civic argamganion amd fieehne
coninbutions are non tax dedicoble

Support the Cx18 Coalition effocts 1 Save the (s Aur
Marional Guard Rase, and register watl the coabinon and
How! Yon will iimd the webstte W

wwWww.savcealis.com



| Chaplain’s Column

Chaplain Alan Wilmot

Al drove to my chapel oftice this moming [ heard
& news lem on the radio regarling the next inceting
related o the Base Reahignment And Closure
Commussion's decsion 1 recommend the closure of
Ous A National Guard Base, This letter gives me the
pppuTumey (o reftect a hittle on s whole siwstion

As | understand i, part of the decision was the
commussion's goal 1o close ull single-use bases, insist-
mmg that valid' bases are mulu-wse faclities, Aside from
finding this a questionable goal, this does not apply T
think 1o our siuavon,  IF vou look at Otis by tself,
you've massad the clear facrthat inis intimately, inexto-
cably pant of the larper base we vall the Massachusets
Miuluary Reservation. Tt is 50 much a part of it chat if
you rermeve or close this part, the rest of the MME and
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it commands are weakened, and will have o replace
the loss with expensive new funding.

To a beaurocrat (1 was rsed ro cail them 'bean-
counlers', nl detisuen} this s o0t W be expected, it's not
desirable. They often think each command should be
sell sufficient, providing and paying tor everything
thul 1t needs and uses. The wea mukes some logical
sense, bal it's flawed in thal s not bow the melaary
works, and relationships among the communeds devel-
oped before these business-vehool theones were devel-
oped. Tr's not even how lile works.

What do I mean by that? Some of us in this world
sezin to think that we arc 'an island, ennte o’ our-
selves, and that how we live our Tives and how we get
what we percesve as gur needs met does not influence
and iz not influenced by athers. This 13 often mose claar
when we get depresscd, and draw o ourselves rather
than seek the help of conversation and counsel with
someone else. Phe Tacl wowe ure not anel never hive
been solitary creulures, we'te soctal beingys. Sure, some
of us are surnewhal mtmoverted | bul what we doand wha
we are 1adiate out like ripples momea pehble dropped
apond. How we hive our lives determines the nature of
the sociwty we live m Were we all radically self-

centered, our world
woulid be a bronsh,
nusty ptace. TF we all
praciteed random acts
of kindness (Google
that and you find a foun-
dation 0 promote
them!' the would be far
healthter.

Those of us at Coast Goard Air Slatwm Cape Cod
are very grateful, always mondful for the excellent
support that has been piven ws by the 12nd Fughler
Wing and Oas Air National Guard Buse “Foorepluce it
wioild be prohibitively expensive. We wouid also he
the emptier for it, with that support comes relationships
with soime of the best human beings we've ever met
Maybe on papat it's not efficient. But in life this kind
ot relationship 1s fantastic, [ pray 1L continues

1 also pray we all practice random acts of kindness
anil thus improve our world. On the website of the
tfoundation I referred to above T found the following
quite of Benjamn Frankhn: "Remember out only 1w
say the right thing in the nght place, but far maore
difficalt sull, t leave unsaid the wroog thing af the
tempting moment "

Save Otis Coalition establishes e-newsletter

The Dhs Coalilon 15 a grass roots movement formed in
May of 2015 b develop a conrhnated cemununity response to
{he Pentagon's proposed closure of the (s Adr Nanonal
Guard Base The list of buse closures has been ¢yeated hy the
Base Realiygnmend amd Closore Commssion The Coalition i
comprised of Upper Cape husiness amd s o leaders, whao sl
he wirhing dibgenely over the next % days to re=pond forhe
BRAC commissien recommendations with a strong case that
clearly defends O Aor National Goand Buse ds an imtogral
parl of our natien's Homeland Sacneic

This websbie 13 designed to provide perdic npdates an
lhe work of the Otis coaluton, and (e be & source of informa
tom associated with saving s, Meeting notices will also be

pusted on this website, and the publu s vited o antend
Ehese mcetngs.

People wishing to financially support this grass roots
campzign can send donations e the Ows Crvibiun Advisory
Coaneil OCAC bas started thas fumd s a 10K conobu-
von All monies received witl godicectly wothus effon Pleas:
helpus gl send donations to GCAC, PO Box 651, Falmusnt,
Ma 0254], OCAC 15 o Livic orgamedion and theretore
comtiibutions are non-tas deducnhle

Support the Duz Coalition efforts to Save the Clis Arr
Matonal Guard Base, and reguster waiky the coalition and Jomn
Kerwd You will find the website at

www.saveolis.com





