
Aaron & Charlotte Sims 
ENMU 4180 
1500 S Ave K 
Portales, NM 88 130 

The Honorable James H. Bilbray, 

I am not, nor have I ever been employed by the Air Force, or any other branch of our 
nation's military. I am, however, very concerned about the closure of Cannon Air Force 
Base. What attributes and accolades the base brings to our nation's national security are 
beyond the scope of this letter; for this letter addresses the concerns of the community, 
more so, the concerns of two students about the future of their school. I am writing to 
you as a concerned graduate student of Eastern New Mexico University in Portales, NM. 

Despite being the third largest university in the state of New Mexico, Eastern New 
Mexico University, Eastern to those whom it is well acquainted with, is not very well 
known by most outside of New Mexico but, as I can attest, is of great value to our 
nation's future. Since, my wik brought me out here to finish her undergraduate degree; I 
have been drawn into this school by the warmth of the people who comprise it. This is 
why I refer to Eastern as I would a friend. I graduated from Texas Tech University in the 
Fall of 2002 with a BBA, too soon after the fall of the World Trade Center. The nation's 
economy was still very wounded and not able support the entrance of most of the 
unfortunate graduates at that time, so I with countless others did all I could to make ends 
meet. I worked all sorts of jobs varying widely, including being an insurance agent to 
moving two hundred pound windows for extra cash. Because I was not working jobs that 
I could see myself doing as a career choice, I decided it wouldn't be fair to keep my wife 
out of school so we moved to Portales to fkther our education. The stark contrast 
between the learning environments at Texas Tech and here at Eastern is profound. Texas 
Tech has a regimental environment in which you are a student amongst tens of thousands. 
Eastern, because of its size, is much more accommodating to the individual needs of the 
student. There is a personal relationship between the students and the professors here at 
Eastern which Texas Tech cannot provide with its 450 students per class on average. In 
addition the student body at Eastern is more humbled, most students like myself, cannot 
afford "big" schools. For the   no st part we are on our own, trying to balance our 
educational responsibilities with fmancial responsibilities. We choose Eastern because 
the tuition is lower, and the hitiden student fees which are usually overlooked are 
miniscule in respect to the larger universities, more importantly the cost of living is much 
lower than that of larger metropolitan areas. I understand the magnitude of the 
difference, as far expenditures are concerned, that a "little" university such as Eastern 
makes when compared with uriiversities the size of Texas Tech. I worked my way 
through my undergraduate, and can brag about not taking out a single student loan until 
my junior year which is a great feat that most who attend schools of Texas Tech's size 
are unable to do. Furthermore, most students at Texas Tech that I was familiar with had 
additional financial support from their families where most here don't. With the cost of a 
































