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higan, but aﬁ:er travellng all over (Rhe|n Main AFB, Germany;
sas; George AFB, California; Luke AFB, Arizona; Soesterberg AFB,

Air Force career, my husband and I knew we had found our new home
now have lived here the longest of any place in our lives......just over

- Cannon AFB being on the BRAC list and one thing comes to mind
— A HUGE Mistake”. Webster’s describes a mistake as “error”,

| ume wrong”. The interesting thing about a mistake is that it can
Webster’s describes correct as “to show the mistake”, “to remove the

5 make correct”. The HUGE Mistake that has been made here is in your

fit the criteria provided for base closure. Cannon AFB does not have a
Air Space — we have no problem with encroachment. Cannon is out in the
f.

S an issue, it has to be less expensive to keep Cannon open than
the cost of living here is much less for the average citizen for utilities
nds to reason it would be less for utilities at Cannon too.

national defense is an issue, we are a well kept secret here, winning many awards for

base and for the training of our troops. We have a record of many deployments and

fe returns because of the training the troops are receiving here. If the planes here are

not needed anymore, move them on out. They say that a plane is the easiest thing in the
e But, if that is the case, move others in. Cannon has the space and

nodate joint war-fighting, training, and readiness as was evidenced by

ng effort between Cannon and the US Navy. The availability of air

3 ng weather makes Cannon the perfect candidate to support future

g mi for the F-22, Joint Strike Fighter, and other military aircraft.

There have been major improvements made at Cannon — from a new tower and runway
to new housing for airman and families. Why build up another base when Cannon
already meets or exceeds the standard of an up-to-date base? This base has been kept
strong and modern.
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cnmmu ity would be devastated if Cannon closes. Businesses who were considering

- aving second thoughts and now have a wait and see attitude. The

Clovis and Portales that has recently been given the status of a “microplex”
ing pattern.

§ 49 the people here...every community always has one or two old “grumps” that

f Tike to see the base close, but believe me when I say, that is not the majority
msus here. We have the support of all the neighboring towns....who would also be
' m.lre ..... and who truly love “supporting our troops”. The community has been a
0 supporter of Cannon with the Committee of Fifty leading the way for the last 50
Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, purchased air

2nts arognd Cannon Air Force base and GAVE them to the Air Force to protect that
0 machment The locat community purchased the land north of Cannon

2 rynway at the base. Leaders within cur community spear-headed the effort to
ﬁl convert the alr space to supersonic capability through the New Mexico

j Range Initiative.

igirement. With the closure of other bases in the vicinity, more retirees rely on Cannon

¥n just those in our local area. Clovis, Portales, Eastern New Mexico, West Texas
duding Amarillo and Lubbock) are home to a large military retiree population. These
e rely on Cannon Air Force base for healthcare, grocery shopping, and more. There

another instaliation close by to serve our retired military. Retirees who sacrificed
¥ our country and freedom deserve to have those promises of security kept.

it me repeat myself,

It is in your power to reverse this grievous mistake.
sace take Carmon off the list.

Darlene Gagala
100 Sandy Lane
Clovis, New Mexico
505-762-0662
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