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You don't have to drive a pick-up truck, wear a cowboy hat or line dance the "Boot Scootin' Boogie" to 
enjoy a tour at Cannon Air Force Base, N.M. 

But it couldn't hurt. 

That's because Cannon is smack dab in the middle of cattle country, only a mile or so downwind from 
one of the region's many feed yards. Outlaw Billy the Kid is buried nearby, and yonder is where 
Comanche Indians blazed a trail across the desert. 

The land here in the high plains of east-central New Mexico is covered with sagebrush, cactus and 
yucca, but stripped of trees and flatter than a dead rattlesnake on a four-lane highway. 

Seven miles away is Clovis (population 3 1,484), erected in 1906 by the Sante Fe Railroad as a terminal. 
You can still hear the clatter of locomotives as almost 200 trains a day chug through this arid outpost. 

A convoy of Dodele Rams, Chevy Silverados and Ford threequarter-ton 'dualies' cruise down Prince 
Street - Clovis's main drag - like Rolls Royces on Rodeo Drive. Two fixtures dominate the city's 
skyline: the derelict Hotel Clovis and the Peavey grain elevator, which vie for honors as the town's 
tallest structure. 

By now, you've probably gathered that Clovis is what Marie Osmond might call "a little bit country." 
But city slickers shouldn't be scared away, nor shodd airmen steer clear of a Cannon assignment, 
because of its cowboy character. The base and region offer much, and those willing to sample the 
Southwest for a spell soon discover its advantages. You don't have to chew Redman, brand cattle or 
punch doggies, unless, of course, you have a hankerin' to. 

"Part of the Air Force experience is getting a flavor of different cultures, whether you're in Japan, Korea, 
Germany or Clovis, New Mexico. That's what the military is all about," said Col. Michael J. Koerner, 
27th Fighter Wing, commander. "Every place you go in the service, you'll find something different. I 
suggest you get to know what's available in the Southwest. Go to a rodeo, go to a chili cookoff and 
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