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FROM: MSgt. Daniel C. Kizer (Ret)

I am a very recent 23+ years of service retiree from the Air Force and I feel very strongly

about the closing of Cannon AFB. As an Air Force Medic who’s been to all 50 states and
many countries as an aeromedical evacuation medic, my family and I have chose Clovis,
NM to retire in. This is the only base that I’ve ever been assigned where the local
communitics have gone to extreme measures to not only welcome airman but adopt them
into there own communities. If it weren’t for terrorists, you wouldn’t even need to fence
the base in.

I was assigned to Williams AFB, AZ when it was closed. I was at Plattsburgh AFB, NY
when it was closed. 1 was at Comiso AS, IT when it was closed. The common
denominator of these base closures? The communities did not want them. As a member
of the armed services, I never felt welcome at these assignments. Many shared this
feeling.

Three or so years ago, I was the Medical Operations Squadron Superintendent at Cannon
when General Jumper paid our base a visit. He spoke of the many invaluable
contributions Cannon gives to the global wartime mission. Airspace and the support from
the surrounding areas were key components of his speech. General P K Carlton, the Air
Force Surgeon General also paid Cannon a visit. He too stated that our mission at
Cannon was “critical’” to the mission.

Cannon is out in the middle of the high pains of New Mexico where we ranch and raise
our families. It may not be a pretty place but it is pure as the driven snow. The local
Mayors are friendly and the civic leadership looks out for everyone including the Cannon
airman. The love for Cannon AFB can be felt in Clovis, Portales, Texico, Farwell,
Melrose, Muleshoe, Roswell, Tucumcari Amarillo TX, and Lubbock TX.
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| really do not see how Cannon even comes close to mecting the enteria for closure.
Unlimited airspace and no cneroachment issues at all, The New Mexico Trainmg Range
inetiative is awesome in itself, The bombing range is just off the end of the runway, The
entirc runway was just rebuilt, All base facililies are in superior condition, Recently we
had joint traming with the Navy, | spokce with three of the Navy airman who all said “it
was the best training we had in a long time!™, They lauded the facilitics and most
mportantly, the local people for aceepting them as there own.

I you take Cannon away, Clovis and the surrounding communities will survive however,
that’s not the point. You will be closing a diamond in the rough in the Department of
Defense. 1 just don't like it when decisions are made without inpul from where the rubber
meets the road. Come and vistt (get out and chal) with us and vou too will feel the same
as | and the rest of the surrounding communitics feel about Cannon AFB. [ have a
guestroom and | will even drive you around the area if noed be.

It just doesn’t pass any litmus test to close Cannon. Please don't make a mistake [all to
the pressures of beurocracy.

Thank you for your (ime and dedication 1o heiping our country. | had the honor and

privilege of serving under General Turner (Ret). I'm glad to sce she is looking and doing
well. God Bless!
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