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Anthony Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

I am a life-long resident of Clovis, the small rural town in eastern New Mexico connected to Cannon Air
Force Base, which has been slated for closure. Our community and others nearby who are greatly
impacted by Cannon are stunned that “our” base has been targeted for closure. The BRAC committee
should be made aware of the many military advantages to our U.S. Air Force for retaining—or even
expanding—the base.

First, unlike major metropolitan areas such as Albuquerque or San Antonio, the skies above Cannon have
an abundance of airspace with no encroachments. The weather is great for year-round flying conditions,
and the Melrose Bombing Range is just seconds away. This ample airspace allows for safer, more
realistic training scenarios for various aircraft and missions.

Second, millions of dollars have been spent in the recent past to upgrade the physical facilities and
housing at Cannon. The runways are new. There is ample space and ramp space for surge force
requirements. In addition, Cannon is capable of support of training missions for F-22, Joint Strike
Fighter, etc. If the F-16s are obsolete, by all means retire them, but bring in new fighters that will replace
the F-16s.

Third, once implemented, the pilots at Cannon will be able to take advantage of the New Mexico Training
Range Initiative which allows for supersonic flying. I can’t envision anywhere else in the country that
has that kind of airspace and a nearby town that offers the amenities of Clovis.

Cannon is an award-winning base on ACC, Air Force, and NAF levels. Their morale is second to none.
Due to the community-base relationship, we are as proud of their awards as if our own community had
won “national city of the year.” 1 remember when Cannon won the award of being the best Air Force
base (in my non-military terms). One of my students at the time was the deputy base commander’s son. If
you had been in the room when the award was announced, you’d have thought HE had personally won
the honor. Because of those kinds of friendships, the relationship of Clovis and other surrounding
communities with Cannon is like none other in the services.

Most bases located in the vicinity of smaller communities lack the amenities found in larger cities. This
is not the case with Clovis. Consider the following advantages to our military families:

e A regional hospital with a recently completed $60 million expansion with a new Emergency
Room, new Heart and Cancer Wings, a 10,000 square foot Rehab Center and the addition of 60-
plus medical staff.

e A new VA Clinic, which opened this year, cares for a large retiree population within a 150 mile
radius.
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s  Availability to a large commumity college and 16 a four-vear university, both of which offer
college classes right on the base, or are 30 minutes away for campus-based classes.

= Lxpansion and new industry provide job opportunttics for military dependents.

#  National restaurant chains, building suppliers, hotels and reta:l businesses are opening in Clovis
adding to a well-established base of local businesses, which affords the population many choices.

s Clovis boasts a Community Band and Chotr, multiplex mon i¢ theatres. o new civic center under
construction, churches of many faiths (including Moslem) which all add up to an entertaining,
family-oriented and nuriuring atmosphere.

»  The Clovis Municipal Schools are recognized on state and naticnal levels for exeellence
academically. athletically, and musically. As an example. the Total Clovis Music Program (k-12)
was recently recognized as one of the top 100 music programs in the nation.

I'he news reports that the BRAC Commissioners are also interested in how the proposed closure of a base
would impact that community. 1 can tell you it would devastate this community-—indeed, the whole
eastern side of the statc, Economy experts project a 20 to 26 percent decrease in local jobs. Christopher
Frickson, a New Mexico State University economist. projects that the closere of Cannon would result in
the loss of 7,000 10bs—6,000 of those in Curry County. Upwards of $200 million would be lost in gross-
receipts taxes anmually  New Mexico 15 a sparsely populated. poor state, so the eonomic impact of
closing Cannon is a trickle-effect that would hurt the entire state 1n the long run.

[ could go on and on, but 1 don’t want to bore you. 1f vou can stand to read just a little more, however. |
would like to tell you what Cannon means 1o me personally and professionally. As T mentioned starting
out, [ grew up here watching the jets “play™ touch-and-go. [ have waiched them time and again make
practice runs at the bombing range as | drove on Highway 60 west to Albuquerque. 1 hear the roar of their
engines overhead as they gain ahitude for training missions. [ have looked up to see their vapor trails
apainst the azure sky when the planes were too high to see. 1 can’t imagine that going away.

When T was growing up in Clovis, my best friends in school and at chorch included kids from Cannon.
Currently, almost one in four students in the Clovis schools is from Cannon, When | ieach Shakespeare’s
Sennet 1% (Shall [ Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day?) mvariably one of my students can explaim the
weather of England first hand, which adds to the understanding of the theme by the rest of the class who
only know the high plains of Eastern New Mexico, Knowing people from all walks of life. ail religious
persuasions, all races, then, entiches a community that was founded on farming, ranching, and
railroading. People come and go. but interestingly many families whose time with the Air Force ends in
Clovis choose to remain here  Many people stationed at Cannon in the pasl return to Clovis to retire,
Cannon Air Force Base is embedded inte the febric of this commumty. [ can™ imaging that going away.

When you make your visit to Cannon Air Force Basc this summer to evaluate its military importance,
pleass Lake the ime to drive arcund town, visit with regolar people, and see for yourself what makes
Cannon/Clovis unique.

I'hank yoo for taking time out of your bosy schedule to read this letter,
Sincerzly,
Linda . Baldock

Citizen of Clovis. New Mexico
English Teacher, Clovis High School
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