
2 13 La Salle Dr. 
Clovis, NM 881 01 
May 24,2005 

Anthony Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman 
252 1 South Clarlc Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Principi: 

I am a life-long resident of Clovis, the small rural town in eastern New Mexico connected to Cannon Air 
Forre Base, which has been slated for closure. Our community and others nearby who are greatly 
impacted by Cannon are stunned that "our" base has been targeted for closure. The BRAC committee 
should be made aware of the many military advantages to our U.S. Air Force for retaining--or even 
expanding-the base. 

First, unlike major metropolitan areas such as Albuquerque or San Antonio, the skies above Cannon have 
an abundance of airspace with no encroachments. The weather is great for year-round flying conditions, 
and the Melrose IBombing Range is just seconds away. This ample airspace allows for safer, more 
realistic training ;scenarios for various aircraft and missions. 

Second, millions of dollars have been spent in the recent past to upgrade the physical facilities and 
housing at Cannon. The runways are new. There is ample space and ramp space for surge force 
requirements. In addition, Cannon is capable of support of training missions for F-22, Joint Strike 
Fighter, etc. If th!e F-16s are obsolete, by all means retire them, but bring in new fighters that will replace 
the F- 16s. 

Third, once implemented, the pilots at Cannon will be able to take advantage of the New Mexico Training 
Range Initiative which allows for supersonic flying. I can't envision anywhere else in the country that 
has that kind of airspace and a nearby town that offers the amenities of Clovis. 

Cannon is an award-winning base on ACC, Air Force, and NAF levels. Their morale is second to none. 
Due to the community-base relationship, we are as proud of their awards as if our own community had 
won "national city of the year." I remember when Cannon won the award of being the best Air Force 
base (in my non-military terms). One of my students at the time was the deputy base commander's son. If 
you had been in tlhe room when the award was announced, you'd have thought HE had personally won 
the honor. Because of those kinds of friendships, the relationship of Clovis and other surrounding 
communities with Cannon is like none other in the services. 

Most bases 1ocate:d in the vicinity of smaller communities lack the amenities found in larger cities. This 
is not the case with Clovis. Consider the following advantages to our military families: 

A regional hospital with a recently completed $60 million expansion with a new Emergency 
Room, ne:w Heart and Cancer Wings, a 10,000 square foot Rehab Center and the addition of 60- 
plus mediical staff. 
A new V14 Clinic, which opened this year, cares for a large retiree population within a 150 mile 
radius. 
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