
May 24,2005 
Dear BRAC Com~mission, 

I am writing t o  appeal to  you to  save Cannon Air Force Base and the economy of  
our small town. I was raised in Oklahoma City, OK where I met and married my current 
husband o f  11 years. My husband will ret ire June 1,2006, so one might think that it 
doesn't matter ,to us because we can leave. But Clovis, NM has grown on us and we call it 
home. We belong to  a church that works and supports the community and the base on a 
regular basis. Our church, Faith Christian Family Church, has given videophones t o  the 
base so that millitary members can see and talk t o  their families while they are gone on 
deployments. When my husband was gone for 3 months t o  Turkey, a group from the 
church called and checked on me, mowed my lawn, sent weekly tapes of the service to  
my husband-they even came and cleaned my house the day before my husband came 
home to  make rr~y l i fe easier. No military community has ever supported me the way 
they do. 

Clovis, Portales, and the whole region silrrounding Cannon loves and si~pports 
having the base here. The community is growing and prospering because God is here and 
I believe that tlhe military needs to  continue t o  come here to  find out who God is and 
how He loves them. I could tell you story af ter  story of  military members who moved 
here, came t o  our church and are now strong Christians who love and serve God with all 
their heart and abilities. There is a reason why we have so many retirees who get out 
and choose t o  remain here. I t ' s  a great place to  live and raise a family. Clovis is close 
enough t o  large towns and most people drive to  Amarillo, Lubbock and Albuquerque to  do 
shopping or t o  make major purchases that can't be found in Clovis. However, we have 
most necessities that we need right here in Clovis without the t ra f f ic  and crime o f  a big 
city. I t ' s  great. 

We chose Clovis as one of  our bases on our wish list because af ter  a European 
tour, it was close t o  Oklahoma City and our family. People told us we would hate it here 
and that there vvas nothing to  do. Granted, there are some things that we miss such as 
ice skating and shopping. But the things we don't miss fa r  outweigh the things we do 
miss. Clovis is the land of  big sky. You can look out and see beautiful blue skies forever. 
A t  night I can go out in my own yard and take in all the stars in the heavens that are 
unhindered by ciity lights and tall buildings. I n  fact the community astronomers group 
regularly hold stargazing parties where the whole town can come out and look through 
high-powered te.lescopes at  Mars and Venus and the moon. 
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