
24 May 2005 

Richard 0. Robertsoo 
140 State Ave 

Clwis New Mexico 88101 

BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clavk St, Suite 600 
Arlington 7JA 22202 

Dear Sirs and Madame 
I am retired Navy Chief Petty Officer Richard Robertson and a disabled veteran. I 

have written you before, now I wish to add to my last letter. I think that Cannon AFB New 
Mexico should remain open because: 

The weather in Eastern New Mexico provides for virtually year 
round wing. 
Once the New Mexico Training Range initiative is implemented, the 
availability h r  extended air space and ideal Qing weather will allow 
pilots to fly supersonic during tlsining missions, sllowing the Air 
Force to better train for real-life situatioos as weU as support for 
future needs. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds &om the end of the runway 
at Cannon, allowing pilots to become airborne, and immediately 
begin training operations over the bombing range, rather than 
spending much of their fbel getting to the range, making a single 
run, then returning to base. 
Cannon bas the space and facilities to accommodate joint training 
and readiness as evidenced by a recent joint training effort with the 
U.S. Navy. 
The relationship between Cannon Air Force Base and the 
surrounding communities in Eastern New Mexico and West Texas is 
unlike any other installation perhaps in the country. 
Eastern New Mexico, Clovis, Portales, West Texas, including 
Amarillo and Lubbock, are hame to a large military retiree 
population, who rely on Cannon for health care, grocery shopping 
and much more. There are not other instdlations close by to serve 
the retiree community. 

In the eauly 1990's, Curry County, in conjunction with the state of New Mexico, 
purchased the air easements around Cannon and gave them to the Air Force. Around the 
same time, land north of the base was purchased by the and given to the Air Force to build 
additional taousing. Within the last few years, additional land has been purchased and 
given to the Air Force to iustall lighting on the alternate runway at the base. 

I think in summary, we, the communities around Cannon have supported this base 
as no other in as long &J I can remember and, in many ways but most of sll consistently. 

I tndy bope you will see it our way and Keep Cannon Open. Thank you for taking 
time to read this. A ,  
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