
May 20,2005 

Linda Long 
101 1 W. 3rd Street 

Portales, NM 88 13 0 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Honorable Skinner: 

I am 60 years old and I still get goose bumps when a group of awesome 
USAF jets thunder overhead in our clear blue New Mexico sky-and tears 
still well in my eyes at Cannon's incredible air shows as I see the strength 
and might of our forces. I also feel a huge debt of gratitude to these young 
people for doing their job-and for being a part of our community-helping 
us to thrive and to grow. 

Do you realize the devastation you will bring to our communities if you 
close down cannon? 

Losing Cannon will cripple our economy. It will cost us the loss of more 
jobs, percentage-wise-than any other area in the country This effect will 
stretch across the entire east side of New Mexico and into West Texas. 

As a teacher, I am concerned about the impact on our schools. Loss of 
enrollment will cause a reduction in funding-not only in public schools, but 
in Eastern New Mexico University and Clovis Community College. 

There are many LOGICAL reasons to leave Cannon here: 

1. Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 
2. When the New Mexico Training Range Initiative is implemented, 

Cannon will be able to offer pilots the ability to fly supersonic during 
their training missions. 

3. Our weather is spectacular-providing grea.t, year-round training and 
readiness. 
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