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June 24, 2005
Chainrin Anthony Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commi ision
2521 Scuth Clark Street

Suite 100

Arlinxon, Virginia, VA 22202

Deax i2)airman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

Recently, the Niagara County Department of Health received a request from the Niagara Falls
Air arwl Guard Base that their public; he alth officer receive training in all aspects of local public
health {:rough the Niagara County ey artment of Health to inorease surge capasity for
Homeleind Security.

Sinos Ptesident Bush issuad Presidenti il Decision Directive 8: National Preparedness (HSPD-8)
on December 17, 2003, we have accelernted our local efforts in Niagara County to assess our
risks, \i.lnerabilities and capacities 10 1 ropare and respond to lage-scale emergencies and threats
to the h:alth and security of our local and regional communities. The zirbase has been an integral
planning partner in our local and regional efforts as we bave incorporated the DHS prescribed -
capabi iiies-based planning process to isuild up our critical capacity for homeland security.
Airhe3; partner representatives sit on tiiese committees and more: Local Emergency Planning
Committee (LEPC), Health Emergency: Alert and Rasponse Team (HEART) and Medical .
Reservi: Cotp (MRC). Moreover, the M iagara Falls Air Base and Guard partners are written into
our lecil, municipal, county, regional, »ublic health and cross-border emergency plans.

As yo; know, tnter-agency coordinitiin is absolutcly essential to build response capacities and
to mitiste large-scale emergencies. A recent gap analysis of our county demonstrates the need
for cor ! nued partnership with the Nia; ara Falls Air and Guard Base. The following illustrates
how the air basc contributes to strategi : security and serves to augiment readiness and critical
responi capacities:

AAvistion sapport for domestic :nd cross-border security incidents

Siecure land and air transport s pport for releasc and dissomination of federal
pharmaceutical and medical es:els

Support for mass propbylaxis a xd vaccination

Iire and HAZMAT support

Emergency Medical and Public Health System support

lechnology and Communicatic ns infrastructute support

limergency Preparedness Train ng and exercises

isaster Recovery
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+  Ondnsnce coordination support
* esource coordination and sup)pont
*  Civil apport
*  laviroumental agent deteclion
*  Environmental Health and impy art
"o Support for maiatai ining continisity of goramment operations
v [Fora] point for wav feders] response yiaging

Closiiee: of the Niagara Falls Air and Gusrd Base would have & wide- ranging deleterious cffect
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Conn: by the Department of Homula d Security, we implore you io reverse this decision.

Respeu: fully yours,

Stcven ).ewis, D.Y.M,, Prosident, Pavletto M, Klina, RN, MEQ, MPH
Niagzti County Board of Health Public Heaith Dirsctor



