
May 25,2005 

Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Regarding: Removing Cannon AFB from the BRAC list 

Dear Honorable Skinner 

I would appreciate a moment of your time to talk about the Department of 
Defense's recommendation th.at Cannon Air Force Base should be closed. I want to help 
make you aware of the unique attributes that Cannon offers to our national defense. 
Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure. 

The base has an abundlance of air space and no encroachment issues. 
The New Mexico Training Range Initiative will offer pilots the ability to fly 
supersonic over land dluring training missions. This will offer real-life training 
that is virtually unavailable in other locations! 
Eastern New Mexico weather provides year round training ability. 
The Melrose bombing range is seconds from the end of the runway at Cannon. 
This allows pilots to get airborne, and immediately begin training operations over 
the bombing range, rather than spending all of their he1 just to get to the range, 
having one pass over, then returning to the base. 
Cannon has the space and facilities to accommodate joint war-fighting, training, 
and readiness as was evidenced by the recent joint training effort between Cannon 
and the US Navy. 
Cannon has ample spa.ce/ramp space to accommodate surge force requirements in 
training and emergency situations. 
The availability of air space and ideal flying weather makes Cannon the 
PERFECT candidate to support future training missions for the F-22, Joint Strike 
Fighter, and other military aircraft. 

I truly do not believe that closing Cannon will save the military money. Although 
Clovis is my home town and Cannon is where I met my husband, we have spent the last 
15 years at Seymour Johnson AFB where we are currently stationed. If comparable 
statistics exist between a base like Cannon and Seymour on the number of training flights 
cancelled due to weather, I urge you to consider this data. I ask this because we have the 
F-15 training squadron here, and it has long been viewed that this is not a good base 
because of the excessive flight hours trainees must log to complete their flights. For 
example, each pilot needs about 70 hours to complete training, however, some will 
complete over 100 hours largely due to weather interrupting the flight. Well how much 
does this cost? How much does it cost each time an F-15 takes off3 If you have any data 
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