
20 May 2005 

Mary M. Gardels 
637 S. Roosevelt Rd. P 
Portales, NM 88130 

The Honorable Philip Coyle, 

I am writing concerning the decision to close Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico. The 
closing of Cannon will have a very negative impact on Clovis, Portales, and the 
surrounding communities as far west to Amarillo and Lubbock, Texas. 

New businesses are bustling now because of Cannon Air Force Base and Clovis and 
Portales have benefited tremendously. 

I have lived in Portales, New Mexico most of my life and Cannon has always been a 
calming neighbor. I know my family and I are safe with Cannon next door to us. I look 
up at the sky and see the planes at night and am able to sleep without fear. 

Cannon does not fit the criteria provided for base closure as it has ample space to 
accommodate surge force requirements in training and emergency situations. 

I will personally pray for you a:nd your ability to make a difference in keeping Cannon 
Air Force Base open. 

Respectfully yours, - 

7?L 7//fd!L 
Mary M. Gardels 
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