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Hnuing’ retrea the: military -
from our region of the country, -

y







..

- 86 Tyler Street * PR

Depew NY 14043'_3'_ R
716 603 3207 T

BRAC Comm1ssron foeT

Washmgton D.C. :

..Clo NIMAC; PO Box 231 B

Nragara Falls NY 14304 0231 o

Dear Commrsswners

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Nlagara Falls Air Reserve Statron in
‘Niagara Falls, New York be closed: As Niagara County s second largest employer with over
~ 3,000 full and part:time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
- economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the commumty prrde for our past and present
Yo7 miljtary contributions can not be understated.. - : -
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossmgs between the U S and
bt " Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supphes
ERE '? f substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
B ~ would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in‘the Northeast
~ United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is-also "
. strategrcally placed and fully expandable It should be expanded rather than closed.

' Accordmg to the Nlagara Mllltary Affanrs COIlllCll A : ;
e e Closure of ‘Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and e11m1nate
7 the last F ederal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
o "-modermzed with $3 5M in new facilities and lengthened runways which- have 1mproved
. the operatronal effectiveness of the wings., : i
e " We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not. less than 33% (to S
~ include 225% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficrent
- - . - facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. - S :
e Closure of the.base would also eliminaté the abrlrty to recruit and retaln New Yorkers in a
_ region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. '
~e - Niagara Falls ex1st1ng infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C- 130H model
aircraft without any mllltary construct1on '

Nrag ra F alls base for closure d1sregard1ng mrlltary Value rankmgs ;that shlowed I?Iragara ‘
outperformlng several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas’ v
“said the Air Force's "mission compatlbllrty index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift mlssmns were slated to stay
- open when they had lower "MCI"'scores than Nragara Karas said the Base Closure Executlve -
~Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system., "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained,” Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Execiitive
. Group used their collectivé Judgment that, ‘when combined with the MCI scores, resulted i in the
 retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Nlagara s c’tse» . '
A lobbyist for New' York State on the issue, John M. Srmmons said the A1r Fi orce 's response
‘proves that the base-closure recommendatrons followed "a judgmes tall and not an analytical,
process " The Pentagon was supposed to |udge each base primarily on its mllltary value yet in




E thlS case the A1r Force bvpassed the tool it created for wdmng mlhtarv value "ﬂg’g(qu-oorce m '
L ‘thelr response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analvtlcal tool . . ;
* .- created for the BRAC process," Simmons sald "They 51mplv took the posmon that thelr

K :ludgment trumped the analvsns

' Sincerely, - o

Tom Paradowski

el ConSIdermg these facts and f gures I am wr1t1ng to remlnd you our elected representatlve of

- your obhgatlon to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the .
. -recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the _

_. 107th Air Refuehng Wing have been instrumental.in securing the home front and ﬁghtlng the war o

on terror overseas and these highly-decorated umts have served therr country and represented our

- ’State and local commumtles well

. Th'ank you for _ycurtlme and ‘conSIderation on ’this'"mo'st important rnatter._ o




 ' @ ARCADIS

- Infrastructure bUIIdmgs enwronment communlcatlons B

,Chalrman Anthony J. Pnnc1p1

Base Realignment and Closure Comm1ss1on
2521 South Clark Street ' :

* Suite 600 ‘

| "'"_Arhngton VA 22202

- Dear Chalrman Prlnmpl and BRAC Comm1ssroners

6/20/2005

o ARCADIS G&M Inc 3
-~ 7288 Hayes Hollow Rd )
_'WestFaIIs NY 14170
. Tel716%6552400 -
| Fax7166554307
[.WWw,anﬁdis-lis.oom

" Lam dlsappomted and upset by the Defense Department's recommendatmn tovf‘ -

*close Nlagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation
" is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission should reverse v

”,thls dec1s1on and remove N1agara Falls from the closure llst

Ttis no secret that clos1ng the base would have a devastatmg economniic 1mpact

on out region: The base is Niagara County’s second-largest employer with -

‘more than 3,000 full- and part-time ‘military and civilians, and 1t has an
estnnated 1mpact of $1 50 mllhon on reg1onal busmesses

. That sa1d it 1s also dlfﬁcult to understand why the A1r Force has dec1ded to -
take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reservev

rbases and put them on more costly Actlve Duty bases.

The medla has reported that the m111tary is facmg 51gn1ﬁcant challenges in.
e recru1t1ng during war time. As the only remaining major military installation -

: Date

06 June 2005

', Contact:
B} Erlch Zrmmerman PE

" phone: 716 655 2409

' .Emall

ezrmmerman@arcadls-

- us. Com

in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The . - '

impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National

" Guard and will make the Pentagons efforts to- recru1t and - retain mllltary
' _personnel even' more difficult than it is now. :

i

recomrnendatlon and keep the base open.

: .Smcerely, e

Erich Zimme
Senior Engine

* Partofa bigger picture

ewY ,
1t —~ ll 1 . . B . - ’
nd; Guard Base, ‘and its retent1_on. Overturn the Pen_tagon's
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Base Reahgnment and Closure Commlssmn (BRAC)
.clo. Nlagara l\/hhtary Aﬂ'alrs Councll (NIMAC)
~POBox231 v

Nlagara Falls New ‘York 14304

To Whom It May Concem

The recent BRAC announcement that the Nlagara Falls A1r Force Base may p0551b1y be closed
" brings concern and sadness to everyone who cares about the Nlagara Falls area, the people who _
' live and work there and, most mrportantly, the military presence in the commumty along with the
_ those who serve there. The numerous miilitary and economic contributions made over the years
- through the Niagara Falls AFB have made our country safer and helped to enhance the economy .

- of an area that has been economically deficient over the past 30 years. It goes without saying that .~ -

the area can il afford to lose more jobs. Our country should not be subjected to leavmg another .
" door open for terrorists by decreasmg our defense options and handing them a perfect opportunlty

* to destruct a vulnerable area. For the military attached to this base who are actively serving our -

~ country throughout the world at this time, the BRAC announcement must most certainly affect
their morale and perhaps cause them to question why they are doing what they are doing if the
“ people back home do not attach importance to their home base. Those men and women deserve
tremendous gratitude and support for their sacrifices; and they deserve to know that they will -
- return home to continued support at an active mlhtary fac111ty that is reco gmzed as such by our
country P : S :

As a former resrdent of Nlagara Falls who hved in the Norfolk/Vlrglma Beach area for 20 years,

' ~where there is a-heavy Navy, Army. and Air Force presence, I definitely understand how important
o every branch of the rmhtary is and how magmﬁcently those members serve the c1t1zens of thls

| very same Therefore 1 respectfully request that my request to keep tlns unportant fac111ty open A o
'be added to the many others who have v01ced the same sentiments. - .

' Smcerely, .

_Kathleen M. Len e
205 CatalpaLane S. =
, Pinehurst, NC 28374'
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6/20/2005 e

1104 Mrchael Dr
SRR Angola NY: 14006
o June4 2005

BRAC Comm1ss1on .

o 'Washmgton DC

. "»I am ertmg in support of our local Nlagara Falls A1r Force Base I-am
A requesting that you reconsider the closmg of this base because of the - - |
. profound effect such closing would have on the Western New York area.
o :~P1ease support efforts to keep the Nlagara Falls A1r Force Base open O

-- o Smcerely,

ElleenC Hansen
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BRAC COIVIMISSION WASH]NGTON D C

o HI MYNAMEISJOHNSIMONANDILIVEINSLOANNY I'M

. WRITING YOU TO ASK IF YOU CAN PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING

B THE NIA FALLS AIR BASE OPEN PLEASE I'M A FATHER OF 2

o ‘LITTLE GIRLS AND THEY BOTH LOVE THE ARMY PLANE S.1

L TOOK MY DAUGHTER'S AND MY WIFE TO THE AIR SHOW LAST

. ffYEAR TO SEE THEBLUE ANGLES IT -RAINED THE FIRST DAY -WE
- _'WENT S0 THE ANGLES D]DN'T FLY SO I TOOK THEM BACK THE .
- NEXT DAY TO SEE THEM AND IT WAS O CLOUDY FOR THEM |

; 'TO FLY AGAJN BUT TO SEE THE LOOK ON MY DAUGHTER'S

o 'FACE'S WHEN I TOOK THEM' IN THE PLANE S AND THE

| f 'PICTURE'S I TOOK, AND THE FUN THEY HAD THAT WEEKEND

1 CAN'T REPLACE AS A FATHER OF 2 AND MARRIED THE LITTLE

B .. THING'S IN LIFE MEAN ALOT TO PEOPLE LIKE MY FAMILY

e SPENDING A WEEKEND AT THE AIR SHOW OR JUST SEEING THE

o PLANE'S PRACTICE LANDING ON DAY'S WE DON'T HAVE

o ANY THING TO DO MEAN'S ALOT TO MY KID'S THE LOOK IS

PRICELESS. YOU HAVE KID'S TO SO YOU NO THAT LOOK

YOU DO ANY TH]NG TO SEE THAT LOOK AGAIN. SEEING THEM




- :‘_,»62/205
Debra Jf Marley R
3750 DeVeaux Street

Nlagara Fal]ls, NY 14305 Cm

 June 3, 2005

B jCha1rman Anthony J Pr1nc1p1 :
. Base Realignment and Closure Commlsswn
. 2521 South Clark: Street v
- Suite 600 ' '
‘Arlington, VA 22202 -

‘Dear Chairman Anthony J. Principi o

' :T'was upset by the Defense Departrne'nt"s recommendation to close the Nia'gara -

' Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base This recommendatlon is not in the .

natlon s best interest and the BRAC commission should reverse thlS dec181on

- and remove them from the closure list. Please reconsuier your decision.

"Smcerely, R

- @mwf

- .'-Debrasl,--;M%ﬂ?Y e




TOWN 'F ORCHARD P Afpicied

"TOWN CLERK S DFFICE-

S 4295 South Buffalo Street Orchard Park New York 14127- 2609

Phone' (716)662 6410 0. —_— TOWN CLERK
'Fax: - (716) 662-6413 . . JANIS A. coumusso

Emall- optownclerk@orchardparknyorg

 June 3,2005

~Cha1rman Anthony J. Prrncrpl :

" Base Realignment and Closure Commlssron

2521 South Clark Street
 Suite 600 \
' rlmcrtnn VA 7”?02

Dear Ch‘a1rman Pr1'nc’1p1 and BRAC Conlrnis’sioners:f-" o

I'was upset by the Defense Department's recommendatlon to close T\llagara Falls Air Force
' Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is'a not in the nation's best intérest and the
BRAC Commlssron should reverse, thrs dec1sron and to remove Nragara Falls from the closure

lrst

: [t’s <0 secret that closing the base would hate a devastatmg economic Jmpact on-our 1eg10n The
. bas is Niagara County S second-largest empioyer with more than 3,000 full- and-part-time _
: mll'ltarv and. c1v111an and it has an estimated 1mpact of $1 50 mllhon on reg1onal buslnesses S

That sald 1t is' also drfﬁcult to understand why the A1r Force has dec1ded to take planes missions
and JObS away from s0 many A1r Guard and A1r Reserve bases and put them on more costly

Active Duty bases

. The media’ has reported that the mlhtary is facmg 51gn1ﬁcant challenges in recrurtlng during war
‘time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has

'been key to; mrlltary recrultment The 1mpact of \thls decision will be devastating to the New
162 fioitsito reeruif.and rctarh I"hlltai')

‘ The Buffalo Nlagara busrness commumty stands w1th the Nlagara Falls/W estern New. York
N community in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and: Guard. Base; and its retentlon
Overtum the Pentagon s recommendatron and keep the base open

Janig'A; Lolarusso' I
Town Clerk

cc: Town Board of the Town of Orchard Park

| VISlt the'Tow,'-) s wébsit_e_at www,o}chardpérkn};_ g




ary@l?&MDaum . '
1968 Marshall Rd/LyndoaneNy
- 585-765- 9682 o 14079’

BRAC Commission
. WashingtonD.C. . -

-C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231 =
Nlagara Falls NY 14304 0231 o

' 'Dear Comm1ssmners

- The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Nlagara Falls A1r Reserve Statlon in "
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our reglon s
" economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the commumty pr1de for our past and present

= - military-contributions ¢an not be understated.

The base site lies witliin close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and ,
- Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies.
~substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base = .~
~ ~would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
'United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strateg1cally placed and fully expandable It should ‘be expanded rather than closed o

Accordmg to the Nlagara Mlhtary Affanrs COII]ICII -
- Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and elnmnate
. the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, ‘Niagara has been:
- modernized with $35M.in new facilities and lengthened runways whlch have improved
. the operational effectiveness of the wings. -
* 2 - 'We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
" include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efﬁment
... facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. :
.3 Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in
" aregion in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.
4 . Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
- -alrcraft w1thout any mllltary constructlon : :

=Accord|ng to the anfalo News artlcle on May 25, 2005 '
" Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective ]udgment" in decndlng to recommend the1r
- Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding mlhtary value rankings that showed Nlagara
' outperformmg several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas

. said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in'the.

~ base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executlve -
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process

* - where lower ranked bases were retained,” Karas said. “In those cases, the Base Closure:

, _Exeeutn{e Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores,
resulted in the retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."

A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air.Force's response

proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
process.” The Pentagon was supposed to judge each base primarily on its military value - yet in

this case the Air Force bypassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Forcein - -
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1 urge the Comm1ss1on in the strongest pos51ble terrns to remove Nlagara Falls I
Air Reserve Station from the Pentagon’s recommended list of base closures and to stop _
the contlnumg retreat of the military from our reglon of the country

Very Respectfully, .

' géwq (;/J(/afw/' R

J ean I Salvatore

'mc,m .




. therr response acknowledge that thev themselves 1,qnored the results ofa kev anﬂﬂﬂ/@ﬁﬁél
- created for the BRAC process." Slmmons sard "Thev s1mplv took the pos1t10n that their
o 'ludgment trumped the analv51s , S . -

_‘Con51der1ng these facts and ﬁgures I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of
- your obligation to use all means necessary in-order to persuade the BRAC to réconsider the -
" irecommendation to close the station. The fine men and women- of the 914th Airlift Wing and the
107th Air Refuelmg Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the
. war on terror overseas and these hlghly-decorated umts have served thelr country and represented -
- ’our State and local commumtres well. .

: Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter.

| Slncerely,

N (Slgnature)

D laV\e/ l< De Ou,\vv\
(Name)




June 8, 2005 o . ’_'6/21/2005,

| "Chalrman Anthony.l Principi -
‘Base Realignment & Closure Commission
- 2521 South Clark Street, Surte 600 )

'_V.Arlmgton VA 22202

- ', Subject Posslble Closure of the Nlagara IFalls A|r Reserve Base -

. ‘Dear Chalrman Pnncrpl and BRAC Commlssroners

§ -The possrblllty of closrng the Nlagara Falls Air Reserve Base as reoommended by

. Pentagon officials, causes me great. consternation for the safety of the citizens of -

. the Western New York Regron and our Country’s oombat readiness. This is a brg

. ; mlstake

| 1 ﬁnd rt appallmg that the achve duty foroes have seen ﬁt to. take planes mlssrons

" and jobs away from so many dedicated and militarily proﬁcrent members of both

_the Air Force Reserve-and the New York Air National Guard based at the Nragara - -
Falls Air Reserve Base. Their unit histories are rep!ete with successes in meeting -

and exceeding the Active Duty Force's expectations, particularly when called upon - .

{o perform in combat theatre of operations. Most reasonable and informed citizens

- interpret the Pentagon’s actions as declaring "war” on the reserve forces. Don't let , N
g 'thrs happen Therr future is in your hands L , -

T also ﬁnd it appallrng to aooept a reductlon in the oombat ready reserve forces and |

" resources at a time when our Country is' militarily over extended with world

- - challenges and commitments nanglng from Afghanrstan to lraq, along wrth

numerous other counrtnes

S .| join with fellow Westem New Yorkers in voicing in the strongest terms poss-ble o
_ —___remove the Niagara Falls-Air Reserve-Base from the-Pentagon's- recommended fist———

' of Base closures. | am sure you realize the 914th Airlift Wing is the last Air Force. -

S Reserve-flying unit in New York State. Unfortunately, our State has expenenwd‘a

constant history of cut backs in Air Force activity. The history of the 107th Air

Refueling Wing, New York Air National Guard is as impressive as any active duty SRS

- orgamzatron operatlng at a fractron of the oost of an actlve unrt

o "Thank you for your attentlon




— ——very-concerned-about-homeland-security-issues.

NORMA HIGGS
MPO BOX 2132
NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14302
716 282-3599 E@ENE@
Rl
May 22, 2005

BRAC Commission 05 2 720 05

Washington, D. C.

To Members of the BRAC Commission

I'am writing this letter to state my support of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. My reasons are
simply that we are, as residents of Niagara County and Western New York, in a strateglc location and should be

We are located at an international border with four border crossing bridges to protect We are located at
the center of two of the largest power producing facilities in the United States and Canada These facilities are
responsible for power supply to a vast area throughout the north eastern corridor of; both countries. Adjacent to
this facility is a private university adding several students to our population during t the academic year. We are
located with three world class casino gaming establishments in our midst drawing thousands of attendees each
day, which is a cause of concern for members. of certain ethnic and religious backgrldunds We sit with large
resources of chemical producing industries (although greatly downsized over the years) in the center of the City
of Niagara Falls and other areas of Western New York. We are located with one of the most famous tourist

attractions in the world at our door step Wthh brmgs mtlhons of visitors to this area every year with many of
these visitors from foreign lands.« = " -

The above issues along with the economic impact of this base being the second largest employer in
Niagara County has brought additional fears to this community. We look to our government for protection,
both at the local police department level, the County Sheriff’s Department and the New York State Police. But
homeland security is a much larger and more unknown cause for worry among private citizens. A strong
military presence in the midst of all of the risk factors stated above (and I am sure I missed many more) says a
lot for the level of protection we have come to enjoy. Just hearing and seeing these military planes overhead
brings a certain sense of trust in our government. The other 51de of the coin 1s that th1s presence 1s certalnly a

[ Adeterrent wardlng off any p0531ble threats to this: ared.

We are proud of ‘the contrlbutlons the Niagara F alls A1r Reserve Statton has made to this comlthumty

over the years. They have taken an active role in our community from partrcrpatlon at our events to actually
assisting in collecting roads1de trash and other clean up and beautification efforts They have served our

country well in the course of their active duty around the world. They deserve stabrhty as they continue to
serve.

A loss of this base is a loss that cannot be measured in words but I hope you will take my effort in

consideration as you review this list.
Sincerely,
W7E L tsaads 70
Norma Higgs

A concerned citizen and resident of Niagara Falls
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\f\l 1 (zi845 Dodge Road
“C) ' East Amherst, New York 14051
May 20, 2005

BRAC Commission
Washington DC.
c¢/o NIMAC
P.O. Box 231

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231
Re: Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base

_ Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I write respectfully to express my support for the continued operation of
the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base and to oppose the Defense
Department's recommendation to close it. I respectfully urge you to remove
the Niagara Falls base frbm the DOD’s list of proposed closures.

In a time when the .broadest possible support for the nation’s armed
forces and their missions llS essential, the DOD’s plan to consolidate bases and
to remove them — mainly to the south and west — is counterproductive. Local
support for the armed forces is strengthened by the knowledge that many of
our neighbors are engaged in duty by their work on local bases. Removing
such bases from our communities may result in erosion of such support.

The Niagara Falls base is especially worth saving. First, the federal
government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls since 1995 in
new facilities. Second, the Niagara Falls base is one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. Third, Western New York
regularly exceeds manning rates. Finally, Niagara Falls faces no physical
encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base

and adjacent to the instal lation for expansion:—+——-. . - | e e

, : 1‘ N

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove
Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and
to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country.

Sincerely, q}




6/20/2005

"‘iJune', 2005 :
5 -BRAC}Cor’nmission _' | N v o Cox
- Washington, DC G
c/o NIMAC -
PO Box 231

Niagaral Falls, NY 14304-0231 |
| .' Dear Chalrman Pnnc1p1 & BRAC Commrssroners

o I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department S rec_ommendation to-close Niagara‘ ~

Falls Air Reserve Station. This recommendation is-a terrible mistake, and I urge the . . -

,BRAC to reverse th1s decision and remove the Nlagara F alls base ﬁom the l1st

- It is hard to understand why the Defense Department has dec1ded to take planes
‘ mlssmns and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on
- more costly active duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do ‘you close the
" base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq, because they are the lead mght
vision C -130 unit in the Reserves" You must also recognrze ’

. ',The Federal Govemment has 1nvested more than $35 m1111on in Nlagara Falls
- since 1995 in new facilities, and is currently constructing a $6.2 million Mrhtary
- Entrance Processing Station there to serve Western New York & Northwest -
: Pennsylvanla : :

- Base Operations' Support costs have been reduced more than 33 percent (to

* include a 25 percent reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-’ L

: efﬁc1ent fa0111t1es in the Air Force Reserve Command

- Closure of the base ehmmates the ab111ty to recrult and retain New Yorkers in a

_region in which the umts have both mamtamed in excess of 100 percent manning B

‘rates.

B - Nlagara Falls ex1st1ng 1nfrastructure can accommodate e1ght addrtlonal C- l3OH .

model alrcraﬁ w1thout any mrhtary constructlon

- - . Niagara Falls faces no physwal encroachment nor air trafﬁc control constramts
- and has acreage on the base and adj acent to the installation for expans1on

- Plac1ng the majonty of the A1r F orces C 130 planes at one base in Little Rock
_ _AR does not appear to be a militarily strateg1c move. Have we forgotten the
. lessons learned at Pear] Harbor, HI ? : » v




e

'BRAG Commission'
s /20/2005 -
* I urge the Comm1ss1on in the strongest poss1ble terms to remove Nlagara F alls
_ Air Reserve Station-from the Pentagon’s recommended list of base closures and to stop ‘
: 'the cont1nu1ng retreat of the mllltary from our reglon of the country - S A . 5
: Very Respectfully, ' |
s
i
i
|
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'BRAC Commission
é’z i b EE

o enonoos
7 June; 2005 - o

- BRAC Commrss1on

'Washmgton DC
.-.c/o NIMAC :
"POBox231" - ’

Nlagara Falls NY 14304 0231

. Dear Chalrman Prmcrpr & BRAC Commrsswners

“Tam deeply troubled by the Defense Department s recommendatlon to close Nlagara

~ Falls Air Reserve Station. This recommendation is a terrible mistake, and I urge the

BRAC to reverse thls dec1s1on and remove the Nragara Falls base from the list.

Ttis hard to understand why. the Defense Department has decided to take planes :
missions, and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on

" more. costly active duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the

base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq, because they are the lead mght
vision C- 130 umt in the Reserves‘7 You must also recogmze

- TheF ederal Government has 1nvested ‘more than $35 million in Niagara Falls . -
- since 1995 in new facilities, and is currently constructing a $6.2 million Military
. Entrance Processing Station there to serve Western New York & Northwest .
' »Pennsylvama o
‘- Base Operatlons Support costs have been reduced more than 33 percent (to- 1
" include a 25 percent reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-
~efficient facrhtles in the A1r Force Reserve Command ' : '

- Closure of the base eliminates the ab111ty to recrult and retain New Yorkers ina .
" region in which the units have both mamtalned in excess of 100 percent mannmg
rates. .. : : :

- Nragara Falls exrstlng 1nfrastructure can accommodate elght add1t1onal C 13OH
- model alrcraﬁ wrthout any military construction. - :

- Nragara F alls faces no phys1cal encroachment nor air traffic control constralnts
. fand has acreage on the base and adj acent to-the 1nstallat10n for expansron

S Placrng the maj or1ty of the Air Forces C-130 planes at one base in Little Rock,
AR does not appear to be a militarily strategic move. Have we forgotten the
lessons learned at Pearl Harbor HI ?




-

i
N ¢

ore

Turge Ythé_Comm'i'ss"ionv,b in the-svtrongest:‘p_o'ssible terms, to remove Niagara Falls 5y B
- -Air Reserve Station ﬁpm the Pentag_o'n’s recommended list of base closures-and to stop -
- the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country.. EE '

. ,Very-' Resbectfuﬂy,_

Aoy

o 'Taylor_. F. Salvatore -

BRACCommissin




| »;BRAC Commission
Chalrman Anthony J. PI’lIlClpl . S - ) . ' N
" Base Realignment and Closure Commission R S 6/21/2005

- 2521 South Clark Street ~ Suite 600
- Arhngton VA 22202

. June17, 2005 '

e :Dear'Chbainnan‘Principi‘andb BRAC Comrnissioners:.

Cd urge you not to close the Nragara Falls Air Force: Reserve and Guard base We have been led o
" believe that this natlon remains under threat and that our borders and natronal resources remain _
R Vulnerable If this is true; then hopefully we have learned from our past at Pearl Harbor that itis .~ *

. unwise to keep. such'a large stock of needed jets and forces i in one spot. What a target that would

" -make! What a waste of reserves. The cost of such a move should include the cost to the -

" surrounding community. Perhaps we would s save federal dollars, but what about the-cost in 1oca] el
.7 dollars. ‘Will the state or county replace these jobs locally'? Does the federal govemment care’ R R &
o about the 1mpact on fam111es recrultment safety‘7 co : e TR ok

A .Please overturn the Pentagon 5 recommendatxon and keep the base open

- Slncerely, ,

- -':,Crndy Malz/ 3

~ 236'01d FrenchRoad - . .
B _‘ West Seneca New York 14224

IR R Y RSO v



HUDSONADVISOR SERVICES, INc. & 6205 Fax: (716 ss2asol

_.Cha1rmanAnthonyJ Pr1nc1p1 ST June 6,2005
‘Base Realignment and-Closure Comm1ss1on S e ] ERERI
'2521 South Clark Street -

- "Suite 600 . :

’Arlmgton VA 22202

N "Dear C'hairman Principi and BRAC CommiSSioner's:’

1 was upset by the Defense Department s recommendatlon to close Nlagara Falls Alr'

- Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation’s best interest

- and the BRAC Comm1ssmn should reverse this dec1sron and remove N1agara Falls from'
the closure list.. =~ :

It’s no’ secret that closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our
region: The base is Niagara County’s second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full-
~ -~ and part-time military and cwlhan JObS and it has an est1mated 1mpact of $150 million on .
. regional busmesses » Lo '

| Wlth ‘that sa1d it is- also dlfﬁcult to understand why the Air F orce has de01ded to take .
- planes, missions and jobs away from-so many Air Guard and Air reserve bases and put -
them on more costly Actlve Duty bases : : '

The medla has reported that the mlhtary is facmg s1gn1ﬁcant challenges in recru1t1ng
during wartime. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York,
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be
: ,devastatlng to the New York Air Natronal Guard and will make the Pentagon s efforts to

unlty in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base ahd
' 1ts retent1on Overtum the Pentagon S recommendatlon and keep the- base open

| Slncerely, ‘

WllhamN Hudson Jr. - '
CEO ‘

INVESTMENT ADVISORY & FAMILY OFFICE SERVICES
VERO BEACH, FL - GREENWICH, CT - NEW YORK, NY - San FRANCISCO, CA




22 Lynbrook Dnve ,
Tonawanda NY 14* <
June 17, 2005 ‘ ;

Chairman Anthony Principi iR
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 0[ 2
Suite 600 o
2521 South Clark St.
Arlington VA 22202

RE: Niagara Falls, NY Airbase

Dear Mr. Pr|n0|p| and BRAC Commlssmners

Tor T TT il T e
l P Ih . Iam wriltlng not onlyto ask you to r’econ3|dertarget| Hg||| oulf basé in Nlaglar;a ! ..l:ljl

P Falls NY for closure but to ask you to expand it. i!

l This is the only military base in Western NY and critical to armed forces
recruitment as well as recruitment and retention of military personnel. It cannot
be in the best interest of our national defense to close a base!so close to the
Canadian border and potential targets of strategic interest (ilel NY Power

I%

Authority).

Over 30 young men and women from Western NY ha\lle given their lives in
the recent Irag and Afghanistan wars. As a testament to thelr service, please not
only remove this base from the closure list, but enhance and expand it.

&
I
)

Sincerely,

RS U;

n — = w-- LCharesSiewert . _ .. .~ — . . - -
: Aconcerned cntlzen from WNY 4

: T (T




- 11980 G Hopkins Rd.

o Fliwilliamsville, NY 14221
‘fi i May 27, 2005
BRAC Commission ?"a: )16 212005
Washington , DC 5
To Whom It May Concern; i | @E@EHV

I am Brig./Gen. James C. Cook NYANG (Ret ‘){ll‘di ing retired in 1987, and Tama

former Commander of the 107™ Niagara Falls Air R| :‘:n!: f::‘m:: m: e at Niagara Falls, NY. 1
am writing your Commission regarding the closure of; the t‘m Alir Reserve Base at Niagara
Falls and disbanding of the 107" ARW and the 914“"\ All'llﬁl Wing.

Lwonder if the Department of Defense and th ll Air Force realize the talent, —

o I o expertlsefrand years'of expenence they are doing aw; " { “]' ‘ﬁ:‘ ;‘Tl [:g - this base closure ‘The "
% 107" members were flying the F 100C at Niagara in when they were called to active

duty by President Johnson to support the conflict in " “"” ‘:lr l: "I“ The unit deployed in June,
t:

1968 and was assxgned to the 31 TFW at Tuy Hoa A| “B{asei in Vietnam. In a matter of a
month and a half a maj onty of the wings, shops and rl;loy:l%"g ;” ere supervised by the Master
Sergeants of the Air Natlonal Guard. The wings staff; M“ahl" £d in a short period of time

what talent they had! The|w1ngs hospital was commalnrde::& ‘ll)y Lt. Colonel ﬂlght surgeon
from the Air National Guard. A sister AF Squadron the308" TFS asked the wing if they
could have Air National Guard pllOtS ﬂy as mstructorﬂ ilo [|tHs| |to help lead newly assigned
junior pilots on their first combat missions, this w ap"llll')| \||| ed. Again, the Air National
Guard talent was used to help the 31* TFW perform it'4/ch { "“bat mission,

The Secretary of Defense Melvin Laird in the[lt hu%:(;l;ii‘\s::l{ {nstltuted the Total Force
Concept. The U.S. Air Force was the first to wsuallzﬁl tlltc?l\lgllanoﬂance of this concept and
immediately accepted this new doctrine and it has se ”‘ d lthl: "“ e Air Force well for all these

\ il

years. When the Air Force needs forces it has these p enced combat ready squadrons

immediately available with little or no added trainin ’u gl Just U m‘)”:lm ok at the number of call ups
of the Air National Guard squadrons and individuals tthmll i t 5 - 10 years. This can do
attitude is something I do not think we should ignore n01l sh ”uld we do away with these
talented experienced combat forces. It should be noted thatllt is too bad the Army and

. Marmes did not take the Total Force{Concept as senox"?shl ‘ﬂl’;"(’""tﬁe AlrlForce T P ]
SRR ‘;,1 A few yedrs ago when the 107™ received the I 'j ri mgnment it was not‘ fully AL

capable to perform the air refueling missions out of Nlag,ara the reason bemg the unit

|
ra !
‘could not take off with a full load of internal fuel plus’ full load of fuel for refueling. The| | “

:»-—A

+ Air Force spent millions of dollars to increase the leng‘tﬁ \’o“M 1‘16 runway from 9,100 feet to ';} ]
i from Niagara Falls. In RA

10,000 thereby allowing the unit to fully perform it’s mi R

addition, more ground fuel storage tanks were mstallecl’ ﬂlitill: ‘ ” econd fuel pumpmg ‘ \ :
station to allow the 107 to refuel it’s own aircraft in the luﬂ“ :1 'J‘t the Air Reserves were not = | o
available. In 1986 I was in a flight of six F-4’s that wi 'l‘f rried across the Atlantic to

Germany. We took off from Selfridge Field in Michig : md endezvoused over Albany,
NY with a KC-10 tankers out of Shreveport, Lou1s1anar %11"3 , NY is on the main route
going over Caribou, Maine to Gander, Newfoundland and on br Europe and the Middle

H ‘,'
. ‘ v

]n i M
\




ik,

;;f. i \ l‘ the. 9|14 ,and found the them to be proud of their accompl

RTINS

|

[

1"" il

East. The KC-10 tanker home base was approx:mately %?? miles

miles i
make a point the 107" is only a little under 200 mlles awa Lk lTl‘)f‘

om Albany and to

be transferred to the Air National Guard Unit at Bango *I_ a Iﬁl“)‘? ause its aircraft would
have to be re-engined and modified to KC135R status thl Jllﬂﬂl((u lof new tankers is a
direct result of actions taken by the Secretary of the Air Foree/and a senior procurement

officer to lease new tankers from Boeing Aircraft Compan L “” ﬁ” d the quid pro quo that

l. 1) \]
took place benefiting the procurement officer. Thxs resu} } : IHH n \gongress not authorizing
the lease agreement and now the Air Force does not have' {'k‘th'w ew tankers it was seeking.
A sister unit in New York is the 105™ Axrhﬁ wing Jocated at Stewart Field near

Newberg New York. This unit is flying C-5 alrcraﬁ andl i “M“v n‘ﬁ“ ' from Stewart Field to
Dover AFB Delaware to pick up cargo or troops and if ¢ ar ”]“' i "tum cargo, must land at
Dover and then return to Stewart Field. Is this cost effecﬁ" ‘ * ”\]‘thmk not! I have
addressed primarily the 107" ARW, but the 914" has rec ‘QlVlIC‘HdiltS share of accolades
o through the years.. I. have -been in close contact and edwith. p%ewous commanders of
i v«wlg}\‘\lmm n\ especiallyits ", !
performance during Desert Stofm, and Desert Shield. The TIH m‘"]]] fer of the 914™° C-130 '
‘to Little Rock Arkansas and centrally locating a lmée num r[df aircraft at one base does
not sound strateglcally effectlve a lesson we learned on ‘De‘éember 1941. Ibelieve the
Little Rock AFB is locateci! right in the middle of tomado' 1"‘ / Chy using concern for
evacuation to protect these assets. Lif HH Iuﬂ {
In closing I suspect thalt the Air National Guard and, Al ‘\\!l orce Reservists would

not consider traveling long] dlstances to fulfill the goal of ar]%(n)i] year retirement. Itisa
& b

mm

tragedy to let these expenenced qbackup forces go and le e ”'e”‘%o‘ﬁnous void in the
defense posture of the Uml'fed States. I ll d
Thank you for your con51derat1on [T
o !l |
‘ ! Smcerely,

IH\

‘Ja'x"nes C. Cook
Bng /Gen NYANG (Ret.)

T TR SRR e ¥ o (i

o7 KC- 135R’s are to :

——

W
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90 TAYLOR DRIVE | ' . : ’
P.0. BOX 748 [ : : TELEEPHONE (716) 694-0800

NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 14120 0748‘ ) ‘ O R e ) : AlX>) FAX: (716) 695-6015

COMPRESSIBLE MATERIAL DEVICES

May 26, 2005

BRAC Commission
Washington, DC

c/o NIMAC

P.O. Box 231

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: LLE AR

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force
Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and is not for the overall good of the Air Force
or the DoD. I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base
from the Base Closing List.

]

In the case of the Niagara Falls Base, the following must be considered as they constitute a high value
added to Air Force capabilities:

o Homeland Security requirements are ever expanding on the U.S.—Canada border. Given the
... " importange: of, the nearby 2500 megawatt Niagara Falls Hydro-Electric Power Plant and other local

,.assets.to U.S. National Security, the presence of the Niagara Falls Base serves as a strategic deterrent 1
" to our enemies. : o |

g

A *v“ had
] “‘""Nlagara Falls facesino physmal ‘enicroachment; aircraft size,.or air traffic control constraints and has
* -ample acreagé for expansion both on'the Base and adjacent to the 1nstallat1on FxY. :

e The Niagara Falls region is not subject to natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, tomados and
éarthquakes that perlodlcally impede or shut down Base operations in other regions.

e The proven capabilities’ of the Base. are at the hlghest poss1ble level w1th consistent on-time
performance and zero mishaps. . -

~ ® Base Operations Support costs at the Niagara Falls Base have been reduced more than 33% to make
the Base one of the most cost-efﬁcient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

»  Closure of the Base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers ina reglon in which the
units have maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. ,

o Niagara Falls’ existing infrastructure can accommodate elght % addltlonal C- l30H model aircraft
~ without any military construction. s . .

I urge the BRAC Commission, in the' strongest. possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls Air Force
Reserve Base. from the:Pentagon's Base-Closing List::The: facts:speak for: themselves T Lo Lo e

_ Smcerely,

Douglas P.iT‘aly.lor. o
President




Need your help

Jim Snell

]

From: carol houwaart-diez [ch-diez@unitedwayniag.org]
Sent:  Tuesday, May 24, 2005 10:25 AM

12/2005

Page 1 of 1

To: Angelo Tecchio; 'Annemarie C. Bettino (E-mail)’; '‘Cheryl McInerney'; 'Connie Brown'; 'Diane Quarantello”; 'Donna
Kuna (E-mail)’; dshubsda@acnc.org; edtango2002@yahoo.com; Fran Isaacs; 'Gary Butler (E-mail)’; Jim Snell; Joe
" Mineo; 'John Kinner (E-mail)';_ 'Ken Sass'; ‘Mary Ann Oliver'; Mary Jane Beilein; 'Myrna Young'; 'William Garrett'

Subject: Need your help

Hello All,

As you all are aware, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is on the BRAC closure list. As a member of the Niagara Military

Affairs Council, we need your help.

We need to get 1,000 letters of disapproval signed by Tuesday to get to BRAC Commissioners. Attached is the template letter.
Can you make copies and ask your staff to sign these and get them back to you so that we can pick them up or direct them to

nimac.org and do the letter electronically.

This issue is so important to this area.

Please help!

<<, >>

Carol

Carol G. Houwaart-Diez
President

United Way of Niagara
345 Third Street

Suite 570

Niagara Falls, NY 14303
716-285-8461 ext. 109

what matters, ™

5/24/2005
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June 1,2005

BRAC Commission
WaShingtona DC }

Re: Niagara F alls Air Reser\re Station o
" Dear Sirs:» ‘

The economic impact of closure of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station cannot and has not
“been overstated. The personnel stationed and training there are the best our military
service could ask for. Unfortunately, if it is closed very few Western New York men and -
~ women will choose to enlist and carry on the m111tary capa01ty this area ‘has exhlbrted and ,
our country needs ' : :

- The units statloned at Nlagara Falls have proven therr worth in the multrple a551gnrnents
they have completed in the war against terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq. Many of the
personnel are reservists who will not find it either advantageous or possrble to continue
their service if the1r units are transferred to Arkansas and Mame ’

The Nlagara Falls A1r Reserve Statlon is the northern portion of Nlagara Falls A1rport It
has a 9800 foot runway that accommodates the largest aircraft the USAF has And they
have all landed here for both tralmng or for show : :

We in Nragara County are accustomed to seemg and heanng the transport planes and air.
refuehng plans fly overhead. It is part of their training and currency to fly the skies over
us so they are proficient and safe air personnel We like to see them and hear them. -
" overhead.  Our county provides a superior training atmosphere because no one complams
about the aircraft overhead.- The enclosed sectional shows the MOA training area over . ) ,
Lake Ontario' and accommodating air space over Niagara County that provides the L e l .
supenor location for their training. I doubt that Arkansas or Maine can duplicate the " . L \
of air space, weather accommodation, citizen support and local morale that is prot - . Sy
“here in Niagara Falls, Nragara County, New York State. Our service ‘people deserve to be - o |
- able to train here, to live here, to support our econoniic climate, and most nnportantly, be .
SO welcome here Do not transfer the umts or close the base, please ' : o ‘

Slncerely, o | o
/// /%%/ a// |
Doralyn Marshall '

. 240 Waterman Street‘
" Lockport, NY 14094
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Page 1 of 1

~ From: (Nicholas M Bilotta Sr)
Date: 05/25/05 17:13:48

To: info@nimac.org

Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by
Nicholas M Bilotta Sr () on Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 17:13:46

platform: We oppose the Deparﬁnent of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base
address1: 48 Meadow lane

city: Tonéwanda

state: New York

zip: 14223

comments: Closeing Niagara Falls AFB would be a great mistake for a number of reasons. This is a
depressed area allready and takeing jobs from the Guard and Reserves not to menshion the economic impact
in Western NY would be crippleing, not to forget the recruitment proublem the Military is haveing this will
just add to it.These two units at Niagara in my opinion are the Best of the Best and I would put them up

against any one or any mission and they will prevail!

submit: Submit Petition

5/26/2005




403 Main St., Suite 430 - InPEHILA

Buffalo, NY 14203 ,

(716) 856-3300 / fax (716) 856-2524 Lumsden & Mﬂ@@? mick, LL z
www.lumsdencpa.com Certified Public Accountan

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Atrlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissionets:

The Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base serves as an integral line of defense against those forces
willing and able to harm the United States of America. Its close proximity to three major border crossings
with Canada, two fresh water lakes and the Niagara Power Project make this base a critical element of
homeland protection. Closing this base will provide an opening to terrorists who are constantly searching for
an easier way to harm our citizens and our natural resources.

The world and the ways wars are fought are changing. It is essential the United States react to these changes
by re-aligning its resources to better protect our country. It seems that closing a military base that borders an
international crossing and important national resources is counter-productive to this goal. Both fresh water
lakes, Erie and Ontario, provide valuable water to the area. The Niagara Power Project helps keep New York
City running, -
In addition to its proximity to these essential resources, the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve provides
valuable training agd suppott to our forces stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. This base provided men and
women who helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq as the lead night vision C-130 unit.

Please reconsider the Pentagon’s recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve. It is in
the best interest of the defense of the United States of America that this base remains open and active.

Sincerely,




&Y

6/13/2005

May 26, 2005

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark St.

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

- ATTN: CHAIRMAN ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI

I'would like to voice my opinion on why the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station home of
the 914® Airlift Wing and 107" Air Refueling Wing should not be on the BRAC list of
base closures. As a reservist of the 914"‘* I believe you will take the time to read this
letter. Actually, I am going to state some true facts of how I feel and many of the 914th,
starting with the most important.

Did you know that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is located near the border of
Canada/Niagara Falls where homeland security is an issue? There is the Erie County
Water Authority and Niagara Power Plant in the vicinity. What would happen in case of
a terrorist attack on these facilities, with no military base in the area? The 914%, 107,
and Niagara Army Reserve 865" Combat Support Hospital would be gone, who in the
area would respond if we were no longer there? That would be a critical issue.

Niagara's recruiters made their quota every month on bringing in new Airman?
Recruiting would definitely decrease for the Air Force Reserves and Air National Guard
if our base closed. There would be no local base and the fact that the new Airman would -

have to travel long distances to their drill site would discourage them from joining.

Now to the other points; traveling to a different state to do drills would be costly with the
rise in gas prices and tolls. Ibelieve Plttsburgh and Ohio would be our choices and they
are about 4-6 hours away from Niagara Falls and Buffalo, NY. Lets put this into
perspective, figure a person who works a 9-5pm shift at their civilian job, they would
have to leave from work to get to their drill sight at which they would arrive at 1-2am and
have to start their drill weekend at 7:30am. Talk about lack of sleep and alertness. Then

- after the Sunday drill they pack up and head home and drive after working a long day,

then have to be at their regular job by ' 9am. Suppose there was a specific check-in time
for lodging that would mean leaving our civilian job early (which would mean a loss in
pay) on a Friday to arrive on time for check-in. Would that be fair to our employers? Or
if that wasn't the case, leaving in the middle of the night to arrive at our drill site by
7:30am for drill. What about those who are less fortunate and don't have a reliable




i

13095,

“vehicle to travel? Or those who lease Vehicies, their mileage would sky—rocgé}3
know what that means at the end of their lease $$$ for extra mileage put on the vehicle.

What about the married couples who are both reservists and have children and no family
members locally to watch the children while they travel to a different state to do their
weekend drill? Or those who have pets and don't trust or have the money to board them
somewhere?

There are also the civilians who are employed at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station to
consider, some are also reservists too. They will have to relocate, sell their homes to
keep their job & military career? Or maybe just forget it and leave the military all
together. I know a few and one is my best friend! How is that for morale?

What if we were to travel to our drill site by plane "Awesome" but, the expense of the
airfare would be a costly out of pocket expense on us. If it were to be reimbersable...the
paperwork!! It would be a big mess, and very expensive (ex: 2,581 reservists + x $150.00
approx. for a ticket to Pittsburgh or Ohio = $$$$) and it is supposed to be saving money
closing our base?

We at Niagara are a family, splitting us up wouldn't do much for morale of the 914™ You
have to see it in the eyes of the reservists at Niagara, and the above arguments I posted.
Would it be worth a homeland security risk, 4-6 hours of travel especially during our
stormy winter months...isn't it safety first (lack of sleep driving to & from drills after a
long weekend), the cost of gas & tolls, morale, friendships, and family!!! Please consider
seriously the facts I have stated and remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station from
the BRAC list. It would be an honor to all of us.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter & God Bless America.
Regards,

d%@@ | | | |

Ssgt Mrzyglod, Valerie A.




Page 1 of 1

From: Bradlev, Pat J. T
Date: 05/27/05 09:57:54 6/12/2005
To: All Staff at NFMMC; Alliance; Capital Campaign Cabinet

Subject: BRAC Commission: Niagara Falls Air Base

As you know, the Niagara Military Affairs Council M_ww.nimégggg) is spearheading a drive to convince BRAC — the Base
Realighment and Closure Commission — to take the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base off the Pentagon'’s list of proposed base

closings.

Although the BRAC's decisions are expected focus on the local base’s tactical and strategic military capabilities, it is essential
that Western New Yorkers clearly and visibly demonstrate their support for the base and the units stationed there. The base is
Niagara County’s second-largest employer; its closure would deal a devastating blow to the local economy.

To demonstrate that support, NIMAC is calling upon the community to send letters protesting thé base’s proposed closure to
the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. ’

Please address letters to the BRAC Commission, Washington DC. All letters should be mailed to NIMAC P.O. Box 231,
Niagara Falls New York 14304-0231. (If you want to save on postage, send them to me via inter-office mail and | will deliver
them.)

Following are suggestions of points to be made in letters to the BRAC Commission:

1. Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying
mission in the State.

2. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings. We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than
33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force
Reserve Command.

3. Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which the units have
both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

4. Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft without any military
construction.

5. Niagara Falis faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base and
adjacent to the installation for expansion.

Two sample letters are attached for your convenience. Thank you for your support of this impartant community effort.

Patrick J. Bradley, Public Relations Manager
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center

621 Tenth St. ‘

Niagara Falls, NY 14302

(716) 278-4569 ’

5/27/05




6/12/2005

The Niagara Falls Air Base is the number one employee in the Niagara Area. With the change in the Western
New York environment from an industrial-based employment community to a more service-oriented area, the

closing of this Base will have a devastating effect on the local economy. This area has suffered more than its
share with the loss of jobs from industry and cannot afford one more financial hit.

The Niagara Area has four International bridges for automotive travel within the radius of 25 miles.

1)  Peace Bridge, Buffalo, New York

2) Rainbow Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York

-3)  Whirlpool Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York ‘
4) Lewiston-Queenston Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York

Also, there is a railroad crossing at the Whirlpool bridge.
Lake Erie, the Niagara River and Lake Ontario all border Canada. The Niagara Power Plant is located on the

. Niagara River and supplies power to many states. The Niagara Falls Air Reservist can provide security to this
vast area of open borders along with the many other responsibilities they have.

Please inform our local political leaders to do everything they can to keep the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base
located in Niagara County open. .

Sincerely, I

Mary L. Bax
4831 Lewiston Road

Niagara Falls, NY 14305




R. JOSEPH FOLTZ

_RICHARD F. MAY

Legal Assistants:
Edna M. Dibley
Brenda J. Chaffee
Denise Gustin

June 10, 2005

SMITH, SPERANZA, FOLTZ & MAY, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW FRED J. SMITH (1922-1999)
131 EAST AVENUE RICHARD H. SPERANZA (1939-1996)
P.O. BOX 540 JOSEPH SPERANZA (1906-1973)

LOCKPORT, NY 14095-0540

'ormm 5

132005

Phone: (716) 433-5921
Fax: (716) 439-5941

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

RE: Niagara Falls Alrbase Natlonal Guard Refuelrng Wrng and Arr Reserve Alrlrft Wrng

e s e ‘-“‘b—::;;—»wm

To Charrman Prmctpl and All BRAC Commlssroners T : e

= “ - |;':‘
T ' .

Based on my knowledge of the Department of Defense (‘DOD") ratings for the Niagara Falis A|r
Force Reserve and Guard Base, and further based on my concerns involving the importance of this
base both in terms of homeland protection and in projection of air power and support, | am both
troubled and confused by DOD’s recommendation to close this base. Moreover, it is troubling that -
much of the information on which DOD based its decision has not been made available to parties in
interest, including the New York congressmen and senators; in addition, based on my reading of
published reports, the New York State’s Adjutant General for the National Guard was not briefed by
. DOD in the course of its studies leading up to the recommendation to close this base.

['was never-a‘'member of the military; however, | question the advisability of centralizing our
defenses, in particular the centralization of airlift in the state of Missouri. In any event, | am
confident that the commissioners, given their military backgrouhd will thoroughly review this
questionable DOD recommendation. Centralization of forces, in my view, increases the probability
of a catastrophic terrorist strike on our defense facmtles

I am sure you are receiving numerous correspondence pointing out the negative impact of the
proposed closure on recruitment and retention of our reserve and guard components.

o o o G S et e e AR T o

commrssron overturn DOD's recommendation and maintain — if fact, expand — the military functions
lat the Nragara Falis Air Force Reserve and Guard Base.

K ?Very truly yours ,

St

SMITH, sPI§§ANZA FOLTZ&MAY LLP~ w

By: Rlu.leéeph

RJFidg

c. Honorable Thomas M. Reynolds, Congressman
Honorable Louise M. Slaughter, Congresswoman
Ms. Jennifer Overholt, Executive Assistant, Niagara Military Affairs Council

4

o _—
In summary, the recommendatron on the Nlagara Falls Air Base asis the case wrth several of theMr ‘ ')h i | TR
other military bases, defies. nilitary and defense!logi¢ and; should be thorough\y revnewed and TR

modified by;the commission: ‘Accordingly; | respectfully request that after due study your
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Newfane High School
1 Panther Drive
Newfane NY, 14108

" e s 0000

Chairman Anthony J Principe
Base Realignment and Closure Commission:

You are making a tremendous mistake closing the Niagara base. The closure of the
Niagara Falls facility would result in the loss of 800 full-time jobs. The base is both
headquarters for an Air Force Reserve unit that flies cargo planes and an Air
National Guard unit that flies tankers for refueling. I understand the Pentagon's
......proposal to close 33 major bases is nationwide, including the Air Force Reserve

it pe -

'causing our government more debt. An amazing 11,200 lettérs have been sent in o
from all ages across WNY supporting the protection of the base. Please reconsider -~ | ;
~ your vote against our county’s closure. I thank you for you time, and the P _
consideration. A

o s S e e S it e
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facility in Niagara Falls, but we need this site: If you close the base, itisTinitially —= "0 e
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RECE IV

6/8/05

This is an Addendum: I also feel that with the base
being here in the USA and also close to Canada that
it’s is in the best interest for both at this time of WAR
that this base stay open! There are to many crossings
of BORDERS to our countries & power plants that
maybe 1n danger to be possible targets for 1
TERRORISTS at this plaee in time, We re lhvmsg 1ni'q \:} 5 I l»l !w i1

some Very uncertaln tlmes ¥ Ui'ﬁf R i
IThank You, ; {1 I' l | e‘?%‘,
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" This is an Addendum: I also feel that with the base

being here in the USA and also close to Canada that
it’s is in the best interest for both at this time of WAR

- that this base stay open! There are to many crossings
of BORDERS to our countries & power plants that

maybe in danger to be possible targets for L

TERRORISTS at this place in time.We’re living in 4
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ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH »
565 East Park Drive 070920 09
Tonawanda, New York 14150
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NIAGARA COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM, INC.

1521 Main Street, Niagara Falls, New York 14305-2521 716/285-9681 Fax 716/ 285-9693
E-mail niagaracap @prodigy.net

Servmg Niagara County
"
May 24, 2005 RE@EWE D\
BRAC Commission ‘
Washington, DC 05 2 T2 0 0 °
C/O NIMAC / ,
Post Office Box 231

- -Niagara. Falls'v NY: 14304-0231

i BUER R

Dear Chairman PnnC|p| and BRAC Commissioners:

This letter is being written in support for keeping the Nlagara Falls Air Force
Reserve Base open. Piease note that:

@ The federal government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara
Falls since 1995 in new facilities.

‘e~ Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33% (to

““includé-a25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most

~ cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New
Yorkers in a region in which the units have both maintained in excess of
100% manning rates.

¢ Niagara Falls existing
additional C-130H model aircraft without any military construction.

e Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control
constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation
for. expansnon

A e JE T B

R |!

. | ‘ ; i A : ;: i i
I urge{the Comht ssmn |n the strongest pOSS|bIe terms to remove the tNlagara R

Falls AFB from the Pentagon s recommended list of base closures:

Smcerely,

Suzanné Shears’
Executlve Dlrecto

SS/mk

infrastructure can accommodate eight (8)

T
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Gerald Meal
Chairperson

Camen Morreale
Vice Chairperson
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" Treasurer
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Secretary

John Accardo
Frank Andrews
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Clyde Burmaster
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Neil Gruppo
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John Lombardi, iii
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May 22, 2005

TO: Base Alignment and Closure Commission
\‘,
FROM: August Cenkner Jr. RE@E‘NE
6982 Creekview Drive L::j

Pendleton, NY
Lockport P.O. 14094

05272008

SUBJECT: Pearl Harbor Lessons for Base Realignment

T e e

I would like to comment on a recent news article that presented reasons why the Niagara Falls Air Base

should not be closed. Unfortunately, the article did not discuss one of the most important reasons.

The current plan is to move all the cargo planes from Niagara Falls, and other bases, to a huge cargo-plane-

air-base in Arkansas. All the Air Forces’ cargo planes would therefore be congregated in one location.

I guess the lesson from the successful sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, in 1941, has been forgotten already. The
U.S.A. assembled most of the fleet in one location - for reasons similar to the ones being given for creating a
huge cargo-plane-air-base; they succeeded in creating a single target, that was too tempting to resist. We

know what the result was.

The secret to survival is to create numerous targets, not a single key target, that terrorists may not be able to

resist. Incapacitating a single huge cargo-plane-air-base or a single huge refueling-plane-air-base would

|

i H
t .

] J| jcriplethe, ability OF the”Air Force to re-supply"and transport troops = much (o' the-delight-of foreign
n bt oo af " ¢ : i
“t’ « adversaries.
L
f

| .
!, If our troops have to fight, lets make sure the country can keep them as safe as we can and that they have all

the supplies and support they need to survive.

(.)
August Cenkner Jr.




May 25, 2005

06132005

Patrick G. MacDiarmid, Jr.
pmacjr@chek.com

Dear Sir or Madam: -

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-
time workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy.

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada. Recent analysis has shown that one border crossing in particular, The Peace Bridge, is
the most heavily traveled corridor between the United States and Canada. Due to this high
;- - - -=vyolume it is essential that-we have elements in place to defend it from terrorism. A strong local
military presence is essential in deterring these threats. Furthermore, the New York State Power
Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the waters of the Nlagara and supplies’
substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid is located within very close proximity to" -
this base. Not to mention the base’s proximity to Niagara Falls, a major tourist destination for
travelers across the globe. \ :

While the base serves‘ as a logistiéal backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure
America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than
closed.

According to the Niagara Militafy Affairs Council:

e Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to. make the base one of the most _cost-efficient

. -~ ==~ “facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.’ . R
e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in
' aregion in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft without any military construction.

e Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion.




F/3

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and
women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in
securing the homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas.

On a more personal note, I have been directly involved with an essential community service
project provided by the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station for the last ten years to Western New
York high school students. I am writing about the Niagara County Traffic Safety Fair. . This
program blends elements of local police agencies, represented in large scale by the Niagara
County Sheriff’s Department and the New York Sate Troopers, the New York State Department
of Transportation, CSX railroads, various local fire and rescue departments and Calspan
Corporation to educate thousands of high school juniors and seniors of the dangers of
irresponsible driving behaviors at an essential time for the students, just prior to. proms and
graduation. The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station and its wonderful personnel and support staff
are essential to this program that has expanded each year since its inception. As a representative

o3 o= -of-Calspan Corporatlon ‘T'have had-the- pleasure of working with all of these agencies to provide
my 1n51ghts as an automotive safety engineer helping students learn‘the benefits of proper safety
belt use. In addition to these hangar demonstrations, we also perform a vehicle to vehicle impact
demonstration to show students the consequences that can result from driving under the
influence and not using vehicle restraints. Without the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station this
program would not succeed. ‘

The economic impacts of closing the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station would be devastating to
this community. Not only for the loss of many great men and women of the United States Air
Force, but also to the businesses and charitable organizations in the surrounding community.
The base is directly responsible for the survival of organizations that wouldn’t otherwise exist. !
In addition, a base closure would dramatically affect the businesses that rely on the Niagara Falls |

“airport for their survival. Without the military traffic the airport could become economically

- unviable resulting in the closure of businesses not directly related to the military installation and
the loss of more jobs resulting in an even greater efflux of people from our community. This
directly affects my company as we have just completed work on a $10 million dollar hanger that
operates at this airport.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter.

-«.Sincerely,- - -

Patrick G. MacDiarmid, Jr.
157 Los Robles Street
Williamsville, NY 14221
716-632-0511
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Dr. Conor T. M°Lenna
2618 Shadagee Road
Eden, New York 14057
'716.984.9759
BRAC Commission
Washington D.C.
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station in Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second
largest employer with over 3;00071ull and part-time workers, this would deliver yet
another devastating blow to our region's economy. In addition to the financial
concerns the community pride for our past and present military contributions
cannot be understated. :

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between
the U.S. and Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's
Hydropower Complex that supplies substantial power to the Northeast United
States Power Grid. The size and location of the base would also allow it to be
used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast United
States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is
also strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than

closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

&~ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%,'
‘and eliminate the /ast Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since "
1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and
lengthened runways that have improved the operational effectiveness of
the wijpgs.

P

« We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less
than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of
the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

& Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain
New Yorkers in a region in which the units have both maintained in excess
of 100% manning rates. :

© YR




o Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-
130H model aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:

Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to
recommend their Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value
rankings that showed Niagara outperforming several other bases slated to
remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas said the Air Force's "mission
compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the base-closure
decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base
Closure Executive Group sometimes déeviated from its own rating system. "There
were {Cases in the analysis process where lower ranked bases were retained,"
Karas ,said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive Group used their
coIIectlve judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retentlon of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."

A Iobbyist' for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air
Force's response proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a
judgmental, and not an analytical, process." The Pentagon was supposed to
judge ieach base primarily on its military value - yet in this case the Air Force
bvoassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Force in their
response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results. of a key
analytical tool . . . created for the BRAC process." Simmons said. "They simply
took the position that their judgment trumped the analysis."

Consi’dering these facts and figures; | am writing to remind you, our elected
represlentatlve of your obligation to use all means necessary in order to
pejrsualxde the BRAC to reconsider the recommendation to close the station. The
fine-men-and -women -of the 914th-Airlift: -Wing and the-107th Air-Refueling Wing-
- have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror
overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and
represented our State and local communities well.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter.

ncerely,

”2 r T. M*Lennan, Ph.D.
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BRAC Commission J UL 1 3 2005
Washington D.C. Received
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231 L :

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231
- Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over

- 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

o Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

o We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efﬁc1ent
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e  Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model

-aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas

. said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained,"” Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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BRAC Commission
Washington D.C. .
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
- Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

~ Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

¢ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings. '

e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in wh1ch the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

e Niagara F. alls’ ex1st1ng infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment” in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas
_said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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BRAC Commission '
Washington D.C.

C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 .

- Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's .
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and

- Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

® Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

o We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

® Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:

Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."

A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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Washington D.C. v
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Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

- Dear Commissioners: o

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over

- 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also g
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

» Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
moderized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

® We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

® Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas
_said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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BRAC Commission

Washington D.C.

C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

~ Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. i
According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

& Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

& We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a

region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.
*» Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
: aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas
.said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

~ Dear Commissioners: -

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

¢ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved
the operational effectiveness of the wings.

e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in whichithe units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model -

' aircraft without any military construction.

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005:
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas
_said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case."
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytical,
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Tuesday, JuneL 14 20%5

Committee Chalrman,l‘Mr Anthony:‘Prmcupe BT DT ~ Qaa(
BRAC Commission S g0 04 83 ‘9 0
Washington, D.C. . |
C/O Niagara Military Affairs Councn o
P.O. Box 231 .
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 _

Mr. Cornelius Canavan

Alterra Sterling House of Niagara
6741 Nash Road

North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Re: Maintaining Full Operations'at the Niagara Falls NY Air Base
) ! ASE
Dear Committee Chairman Mr. Anthony Principe; |

We, the Residents, Friends and Family, many of whom are dedicated veterans of
the United States military who reside at Alterra Sterling House of Niagara in

North Tonawanda, NY wish to express our sincere desire to maintain full
operations at the Niagara Falls NY Air Base due to security purposes, continued
training of our troops as well as economic reasons.

The Pentagon has recommended the Nlagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara
Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with
nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver another devastating
blow to our region's economy. '

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossmg between
the U. w’ﬁpd Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's
Hydropower complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies

substantlal power to the Northeast United States Grid.

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter
squadron to further secure America's northern border and power gnd
mfrastructure It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: o |

o Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%,
and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since
1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facnlitles and
lengthened runways which have improved the operational effectlveness of
the wings.



We have Ialso recllqmced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than
33% (to inclu d ”‘fa 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of
the most cost-eﬁic:entfacnhtles in the A|r Force Reserve Command.

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and
retain New Yoﬂrers in a region in which the units have both maintained
in excess of 100g ‘ manning rates.

Nlagara Falls eX|st|ng infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-
130H model alrcraﬁ‘ without any military construction.

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control

'constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation

for expansion ‘| .

We humbly request’ that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the
station. The fine men and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and
914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the homefront and
fighting the war on terror overseas.

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important rﬁatter.

W 00 N OO0 1 Hh W N =

Respectfully yours, é
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© 403 Main St., Suite 430

-Buffalo, NY 14203 ,
(716) 856-3300 / fax (716) 856-2524 Lumsden & W@Qﬁ‘ mick, LLP

Certified Public Accountants

www.lumsdencpa.com

Chairman Anthony J. Prancipi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street -
Suite 600 ' o
Aslington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

The Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base serves as an integral line of defense against those forces
willing and able to harm the United States of America. Its close proximity to three major border crossings
with Canada, two fresh water lakes and the Niagara Power Project make this base a critical element of
homeland protection. Closing this base will provide an opening to tetrotists who are constantly searching for
an easier way to harm our citizens and our natural resources.

The world and the ways wars are fought are changing. It is essential the United States react to these changes
by re-aligning its resources to better protect our country. It seems that closing a military base that borders an'

" international crossing and important national resources is counter—producuve to this goal. Both fresh water
lakes, Erie and Ontario, provide valuable water to the aréa. The Niagara Power Project helps keep New York
City running.

In addition to its proximity to these essential resources, the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve provides
valuable training and support to our forces stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. This base provided men and
women who helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq as the lead night vision C-130-unit. .

Please reconsider the Pentagon’s recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve. Itisin
the best interest of the defense of the United States of America that this base remain open and active.

e
1

Sincerely,

- Kristin M. Anderson, CPA
Lumsden & McCormick, LLP
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86 Slate Creek Dr. #2 ‘§‘§Z‘1{4/2,05
Buffalo, NY 14227 . ‘ .
May 24, 2005

BRAC Commission/Washington, DC -
c/o NIMAC

PO Box 231

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

| urgently request reexarination of closing the Niagara Falls Air Forcé Reserve Base.. The government
likes to say, "guns don't kill people, people kill people.” - Well; pianes do not perform the missions and
dut»es this Base performs - it is the leadership and trammg of a "weli-regulated force" who protect our
borders and other countries where they serve.

Aside from loss of planes and jobs, the security of our nation is being held in the balance. When in high
school in the 1940s, | went with the Red Cross delivering coffee and donuts to this base. From their
service in World War I, up to their role in the Gulf War and the present engagement, they have always
been in the front of the battle.

~ OUR SECURITY as a nation will be severely compromised |f this base leaves As a border city - close
relations with Canada are vital. :
. )é.p""

1. There are two power plants, one on each side of the border.

2. The Niagara Falls airport is an international facility, requiring ability to respond quickly.

3. There are three (3) international bridges in close proximity to the base. The closest crossing to the
West, is at Windsor, Ont./Detroit, Ml , and to the East - at Ogdensburg (1000 Islands), NY. Atthe
base's present location, guarding of these strategic routes can be maintained almost instantly.

4. And then, the greatest treasure of all - Niagara Falls. What if harm was done to this wonder??? The
force of the water alone, would do tremendous damage especially to life, but everything in its path
as far as Buffalo.

It is only common sense to retain and maintain this exceptional facility in this location. It should be the first
thought for national security for New York State and surrounding areas easily accessible to this base..

One more thought: There is a serious decllne in military recruits. NOW, move this base staffed by Air
Force Reserves, whose homes and jobs are closeby (contributing to the financial welfare of the area).
“Consider how this would cut the enlistment of those who have atready served in- the Air Force, and -
strongly desire continuing AS THE HEROES THEY ARE. :

| trust you will truly consider the ramifications of failure to have this large area of the country secure with
their presence.

Sincerely,

Z/ C
,,,,, 2
ser S

Ruth Harvey

~
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May 25, 2005

HOMELAND SECURITY - KEEP NIAGARA FALLS BASE OPEN

Since being made aware that the lead night vision C-130 unit in the reserves helped rescue
Jessica Lynch in Iraq, | happened to watch "Extreme Makeover - Home Edition” on local TV.
Jessica contacted them about her comrade, Lori Ann Piestewa, who lost her life there.

it waé deeply touching to feel how much she meant (like a daughtef) to the Piestewa family,

American Indians. Mr. and Mrs. Piestewa have assumed care of Lori's son and daughter. They
lived humbly in a mobile home which was in ﬁrgent need of repair. Home Edition crew, along with
Jessica, built a new home including Indian culture guidelines. They also used Indian ways to do
the planting around the home. As work progressed, they talked with two veterans who were
"Code Talkers" in World War I, whose ingenuity allowed our country to correspond with units in
an unbreakable code. : :

Not only did they build the home for the family, but their sponsors provided appliances, clothing,
and other essentials, for the whole village. Then, after talking with veterans of several wars, the
crew found there was no place for the o .
veterans to meet. Since time was of the essence, they assembled a modular building, completely
furnished to accommodate them. Exira crew and.towns.people pitched in to accomplish this
miraculous gift. .

They went in to change lives of such deserving people, and camé:out changed themseives. The
family who lost their daughter, and mother, other war-time survivors, and, Jessica - for being such
a loving, caring HERO after her ordeal in Iraq.

AND, AT THE END - that without the Niagara Falls Base's Air Guard and Reserves, All this might
not have happened. Thank you for all the years of guarding your homeland, and the other side of
the world. | pray this base will continue to be our guardians.

(S
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

=3 RECEIVED

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I am deeply concerned and troubled by the Defense Department’s
recommendation to close Niagara Falls International Air Reserve
Station. I feel this recommendation is a terrible mistake and
goes against all sound military judgment, and does not take into
consideration current and future needs of the Defense Department
and Homeland Security. I urge you and your fellow BRAC
Commissioners to reverse this decision and remove them from the
list.

I £find it hard to understand and Jjustify in my mind why the Air
Force decided to close this base, take planes, missions and jobs
from a base that ranks higher than other bases that are being kept

‘open and, according to the Air Forces’ own statistics, have a

lower efficiency, higher utilities, lower manpower utilization and
retention rates. The facts and figures of the cost analysis just
don’t justify the alleged projected savings for closure and
therefore are very suspect. I also question why so many Air
Reserve and Air Guard jobs, planes, and bases are being
eliminated/transferred to a more costly active Air Force Base
which is a thousand miles away and located in “tornado alley” and
must have millions of dollars spent to accommodate these newly
assigned aircraft and personnel. I feel that we might be hiding
something from the public, is it similar to the old
cannibalization program that was outlawed many years ago? Are we
taking Air Reserve/Guard aircraft and personnel and transferring
them to the active forces because Air Force/DOD does not want or
have the money to replace active Air Force aircraft or personnel
due to poor judgment or lack of money? Are we robbing from Peter
to pay Paul? I cannot understand how a “judgment call” can out
weigh the facts, the figures and the better ratings. The crews
from Niagara helped in the rescue of PFC Jessica Lynch in Iraq
because they are the lead night vision qualified C-130 Hercules
units in the Air Force Reserve.




The Niagara air station is a relatively new station and has
constantly removed and added buildings as the mission changed.
Runways and taxi aprons are in immaculate condition. The main
runway is the longest in the area, if not the state, and much of
this runway and apron upgrading has been done without Defense
Department monies. Niagara’s combination of long main runway and
adjacent shorter runway provide ideal training for C-130 aircrews.
Niagara should be a prime candidate for expansion and increased
mission requirements under the Department of Defense and Homeland
Security Agency. Niagara could accommodate the Boeing C-17
Globemaster III aircraft, which has a similar mission but longer
runway requirements and can carry heavier loads. This addition
would enhance the potential of Niagara and the Air Force mission
while staying closely related to what is already at Niagara. The
retention of Niagara would support the additional mission of
transporting the Army’s 10" Mountain Division at Fort Drum, New
York in a rapid response force for global missions.

While the Niagara serves as a logistical backbone for the War on
Terror, it is also strategically located and fully expandable to
allow the addition of a fighter/helicopter squadron and a
contingent of military police or rapid response force personnel to
further secure America's northern border and northeast power grid
infrastructure. Niagara lies in close proximity to four major
border crossings between the United States and Canada. It has the
New York State Power Authority's Hydropower and the Canadian Hydro
complex, which harnesses the waters of the mighty Niagara River
and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States
Power Grid, and has numerous chemical-processing facilities, which
are of great importance to the United States economy. Niagara has
also been chosen to be the home of the new joint service Military
Entrance Processing Station that is presently under construction
on the base to process new applicants into the United States Armed
Forces. Niagara should be expanded rather than closed.

We are an international border city located in a geographical area
that enables aircrews to cover a great part of the United States
and Canada without fear of severe weather, such as tornados,
hurricanes, drought and flooding. We have snow in the winter;
fortunately our geographical location shields us from much of the
snow and severe weather received in other parts of the state.
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Accoiding to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

¢ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY
by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying
mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized
with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways and
aprons, which have improved the operational effectiveness of
the wings.

¢ We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not
less than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to
make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in
the Air Force Reserve Command.

¢ Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to
recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which the units
have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 'These
units have distinguished themselves and the United States Air
Force in the performance of their duty while in Afghanistan
and Iraqg with no additional time needed for training. In
short, “Our planes keep flying.”

¢ Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8
additional C-130H model aircraft and personnel without any
military construction.

¢ Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic
control constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent
to the installation for expansion.

I request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close this
station. We are extremely proud of the fine men and women of the
107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing and they have been
instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the War on
Terror. These young men and women are serving alongside their
active duty Air Force counterparts. They are facing the same
dangers as their brother and sister airmen. Our local “Citizen
Soldiers and Airmen” and active duty military have paid an
enormous price for our freedom in this War on Terror. We have
lost 19 brave young “Citizen Soldiers” and active military people
from this area because of the War on Terror; we owe to their
memory more than “lip service’”. We claim them, their families and
their fellow military as our neighbors. Rather than close this
base and send our Western New Yorkers’ to the corners of the
United States, we should expand Niagara, increase the mission, and
provide the necessary men, women, structures and equipment to
support that increased military mission and support for Homeland
security. I would also humbly ask if someone could explain and
justify to me why we are sending everything south and west, and
putting “all our eggs in one basket’, does not the rest of the
country count?




Al

R

Thank you for your time and your consideration on what I consider
to be a very important national matter. This is not a unilateral
matter affecting just the Air Reserve/Air Guard station, but also
one of saving a military installation that is an integral part of
doing the most to effectively utilize our Air Reserve/Air Guard
forces to support active military forces in times when rapid
responses, and extended deployments are required for our National
Defense, Homeland Security and the Department of Air Force.

Sincerely,

Donald E. Harris
United States Army Retired
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R Nra.gara Falls, Y 143044)931
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' vt It is.. unwrse andunfarr torelose' Niagara Falls A1r F orce Base

Nragara F. alls A1r Base is reassunng toa commumty Who borders Canada, the great o

~lakes and our fresh water supply, is home to many* chermcal plants and Niagara °
-Falls,a world wonder- and the. maJor power suppler for the East Coast whrch could
be targets of terrorists. ~

The Nlagar a Falls Air Force Base has been underuuhzed and has a tremendous : bj, o

amount of community support S
* The runway is long: enough for the largest: planes, C—5’s, -52’s, F-16’s etc At
9 825 feet it’s long enough to land anything that flies. ”
The C—130 planes are more newly. equipped than other bases and are very well

‘ mamtamed by full ame ART staff and reservists. :
® The Service people at Nragara Falls Base have been actrvated and elfectrvely

. utilized for a great number of missions in its 50 year history. Closmg the base and
ehmmalmg JObS 1s poor treatment for those who have sacnﬁced for our country.

Nra.gara Falls Arr Base has an illustrious history in- avrauon since the 1940’5 Here .

_ the first helicopter and supersonic plane took flight. " ,
> The Nragara”F alls: Air force: Base is the- second- largest employer mn Nragara County,

already'm’a troubled'state o

T

dbe devastalmg to the local and reglonal economy, Wl’llCh is _ E

® Iti rs unwise in the midst of the threat of terronsm, 1llegal border crossmgs, and a L

- war overseas Wlth no end n srght

- *Niagara Falls'Air Force Reserve Base must not be closed.

b
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L Nlagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

CowWe
" 6657 Royal Parkway South
- Lockport, NY 14094 -

,_.Dear“s'irs-', R

| It is unwxse and unfalr to close Nlagara Falls A1r Force Base "“j .

. & . The runway is long enough for the larg,est planes, C—5’s, B-52’s, F-16’s etc At

- : 0 The Nxagara Falls Air force Base is the second largest employer in Nlagara County, |

o "6/20/2005

o Nragara Falls Arr Base IS reassunng to-a commumty who borders Canada, the great R
- lakes and our fresh water supply, is home to many chemlcal plants, and Niagara -
- Falls a world wonder and the major power suppler for the’ East Coast wluch could- ERRRA
" .. be targets of terrorists. ‘ o
.- e® The Niagara Falls Air F orce Base has been underuuhzed and has a tremendous 'b
* - -amount of community support. '

o 9,825 feetit’s long enough to land anythmg that flies. B :
- % The Cl 30 planes are more newly equipped than other bases and are very Well
- mamtamed by full tume ART staff and reservists. ,
" 'The Service people at Nla.gara Falls Base have been acnvated and effechvely DS
" utilized for a great number of missions in its 50 year history. Closing the base and l‘ S
- ehrmnanng jobs is poor treatment for. those who have sacrificed for our country T
o - Niagara Falls Axr Base has an illustrious hlstory in aviation smce the 1940’ Here o
. the first hehcopter and supersonic plane took flight. - ' '

1 and its closure would be devastating to the local and reglonal economy, whrch hs R »
| already in a troubled state. - : - o L T
o Itis unwise in the midst of the threat of terronsm, lllegal border crossmgs, and a. ' .
- war overséas with no end in s1ght e - o

- Nlagara Falls,“A_i'r'F"orce ‘Reserve Base must notbe closed;




6/20/2005

'Dear Slr or Madam o

' . The Pentagon has recommended the Nlagara Falls All" Reserve Statlon in Nlagara Falls New

" York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part- -
tlme workers, thlS would dellver another devastatmg blow to our reglon S economy o

e ._v'The base snte lles W|thm close proxrmlty to four major border crossmgs between the U S and

- Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which
“harnesses the waters of the Nlagara and supplues substantlal power to the Northeast Umted

x States Gl‘ld

: Whlle the base serves asa loglstlcal backbone for the War on Terror itis also strategncally

o placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron o further secure .

= America's northern border and power grld mfrastructure It should be expanded rather than
' ,closed .

fAccordmg to’ the Nlagara Mllltary Affairs Councnl

e Closure of Nlagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and
ellmmate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State Since 1995,
Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened

. funways which have nmproved the operational effectiveness of the wings.

*-we have'also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than
33% (tOl include a 25%. reductlon in utilities) to make the base one of the-
M_gt_—_e_fﬂg_lgg; facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command S
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retam
‘New Yorkers in a region in. which the. umts have’ both mamtamed in excess

R t_ . of 100% manning rates.

Ll bt L b

,.'Smcerely, . l
' Michakf Gilhooly -

- ‘Buffalo NY 14212

Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 addltlonal C-130H
o - model aircraft without any military construction.

" Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or-air trafflc control

__constraints and has acreage on the base and adJacent to the mstallatnon for

expansuon R ~ Lo o T T

- 1 humbly request that you strongly recons:der the decns:on to close the statlon The fine

men and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been E

. mstrumental in securlng the home front and flghtmg the war on terror overseas.

I

ﬁm Lebaoes

37 Empire St. .

'716-896-2135

O O T o

" 'Thank you for youritlme and consnderatlon on this very |mportant mauer S R P




.- 2 Woodruff Street
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o t 6/20/2005
. Belinda Clark . S e e

L BRAC Commrssron
" ‘Washington D.C..

Clo NIMAC; PO BO\ 331"

Nragara FaIIs NY 14304 0231 ;

. Tune 6, 2005
::_' Dear Commrssroners

~ _The Pentagon has' recommended to the BRAC that the Nragara Falls Arr Reserve Station in
~ - Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer. with over -
3,000 full and’ part-time workers, this would. deliver yet another devastating blowto our: region’s .
- économy. In addition to the fi nancial concerns; the communrty pride for our past and present
'mrlrtary contrrbutrons can not be understated ' : co :

o The base site lres wrtlnn close proxrmlty to four major border crossmgs between the U S. and

.- - Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies -
" _substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base .~
- would-also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast

E ‘United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it'is also
. ‘strategrcallv placed and fully expandable Tt should be: e\panded rather than closed

R ;’Accordmg to the Nragara Mlhtary Affairs Councll

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and elrmmate
- -'the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
“modernized with $35M in new: facilities and lengthened runways whrch have rmproved
- the operational effectiveness of the wings. - :

- include a 25% reduction i utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efﬁcrent
. facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. - :

. 'Closure of the base would also climinate the- ablllty to recrmt and retam New Yorkers m a _'

__region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. -
. Nragara Falls, exrstmg infrastructure can accommodate 8 addmonal C 130 .model ..
o arrcraft w1thout any mllrtary constructron : i

- "Accordmg to the Buffalo News art\cle on May 25, 2005 : S
“Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective Judoment" 1 decrdmg to recommend their

- Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara -

 outperforming several other bases slated to remain open: Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas -

~ said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index” was just one of the factors considered in the
- base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay

~ open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the. Base Closure Executive
- Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process
~where lower ranked bases were retained,” Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the
retentron of lower—ranked installations. Thls was true in Nlagara s case. "

| #°'We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33 % (to R
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Dear Sirs.-

Lona L. Tobin
578 Locust Street Apt. 1
Lockport, NY 14094

D

“A
June 3, 2005 l’
Chairman Anthony J. Principi and
BRAC Commissioners
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission

2521 South Clark St.  Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

I'm writing in response to the news that the BRAC is recommending the closuré of the Niagéra
Falls Air Reserve Station.

{

Many of us are concerned about the negative impact on our local economy. That is a
complaint that you will hear in most of the letters you're going to receive. And it's true that the
base is a major employer in an area that is experiencing job losses anyway. The manpower
numbers (military staff 115 and civilian 527) that you have published as expected to be lost
seems small. It appears that this would be a very efficient airbase to keep open.

Our reservists come from all over western New York. These are mostly people with jobs and

ffamilies- that are established in this ares. If our base closes, they won't be in a position uproot

their families and quit their jobs (also consider the spouse’s job) to move out of state to maintain
their part-time reservist or volunteer positions. You will lose these fine men and women. Also,
by condensing your bases in one area, where will the pool of new recruits come from? Any one
area can only provide a limited supply of volunteers.  Who will fight the war that costs more
than the base closings will save in any year? ' :

| know that you would like to take the planes from the Air National Guard ahd the Reserve Airlift
Wing to replace aging planes in other areas.  Of course, you'll have to wait until they all come
back from the middle east to get them — at that time you can let the men and women who were

. with the planes know that you no longer feel they and fhe!r familes are important enOLgh to
: -keepx, “yous onlydwant the' planes: /° Why arefi’t there enough reliable alrcraft mamtalned in these
“other bases now?

As you can see, | am deeply bpposed to closing this base. I'm asking that'you reconsider the
impact of your recommendation and keep the base open.

Smcerely,
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Comm1sswn
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I was shocked and upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara
Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's
-+ - --~.best interest.and-the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove. - - - -
T' 1 it Nlagara Falls from the closure list. :

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York,
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. I read that it is also one of the most
successful recruiting bases in the country. Why would we want to close this base when it
was one of only a few that was consistently meeting its goals?

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more
difficult than it is now.

Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open.

Sincerely,
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1* t 8060 13th St #1301
Sllver Sprlng, MD 20910
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Linda L. Tarnowski
2022 Swann Road
Ransomville, New York 14131

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suit 600

Arllngton Va. 22202

s e e o —

"

l f:‘._,‘«: _;;;lll',il R 4 g

It’s taklllg me; thlS long to calm down enough aﬁer hearmg about the Niagara b
Falls Airforce lBasel belng on the base closmg list AGAIN | What more do these men and
women have to do to make sure this base stays open? What [morel does our community
have to do to make sure this base stays open? What more does oulr state have to do to
show it’s-a- v1tal part. of the Western New York State Reg1on econom1cally and for

2 - I
security? - . S e T e

¢+, - Hours upon hours, weeks upon weeks, months upon months training and
retrammg when they received new H model C-130’s, gettmg ready for Desert Storm,
preparing for night v1slon to.go to Iraq in all kinds of weather (we have four seasons) and
countless of other in between ‘smaller “ missions that were by no means smaller when
your constantly leavmg loved ones home and civilian jobs and at times losing them. All

this and they came out with an outstanding record?!

Our community as a whole constantly supported them by outreach programg,
offering discounted tickets to events, signs in store windows, house windows, car
windows, a nice hug of encouragement from a stranger if they found out a loved one was

I ;away or things-just weren’t the same. when they came. back ora good slap on the back
T '}saylng a job WELL done' m R o |I 1‘ ' i ‘Z'
! L ’k o

(\ ‘ K b

I can ‘titell you how many people I talk to that makes them feel good to hear them
mﬂymg around Hhere ‘domg their training missions and it how many people I ; see at the end
of lthe run! ‘way watchlng them take off and land at any given time. WE’RE! AN
EXTREMELY PROUD RESERVE COMMUNITY.

‘\ i él. ‘l '

Not to mentron the Arrshows they puton for the commumty and the Prom nght
zprogram for the area school d1str1cts to save young 11ves and the C1v11 A1r Patrol ‘
Organization. <. .. vt e T T RIS
: - It’s going to have a tremendous economic 1mpact the Western New York Region
that 1s already struggling to stay afloat. It not.only effects the city of N1agara Falls but

1o Dear Chalrman Pr1nc1p1 and BRAC Comm1ss1oners i | |l COT R




--_--waste-of ‘tax-payers money . if you. ask me. Doesn t sound 11ke a good economlc move 1f
o indeed you want cost efficiency! || S : P

also the city of Buffalo. Both cities are struggling with many of the industries moving -
away and parts of the cities are ghost towns and businesses are boarded up already. Yet,
here we sit with a state of the art Airforce Reserve Base that $35M has been put into new
facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the bases’ effectiveness of the
whole wing! Base Operations Support have been reduced by not less then 33% (to
include a 25% reductions in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Airforce Reserve Command. Now let me see. .. ... Cost efficient, $35M
invested, ample air space, more acreage for expansion and plenty of room to park 8 more
C-130s...... , but we need to close it up and let all this sit there and send everything and
everyone to a congested, certainly not as efficient (with all the air traffic), which means
less training, less variety of training(weather),less recruitment because these places are
obviously recruited out ( Niagara Falls has excess of 100% recruitment rates) and a big

There is also an issue of national security being right next to an international
border. Just about a week and a half ago there was a scare of some kind of fumes coming
out of a vehicle that they found counterfeit money in. Some of the custom workers were
taken to the hospital. Guess who was there? The FIRE DEPT FROM THE NIAGARA
FALLS AIRFORCE BASE!

I am indeed outraged by this BRAC recommendation. Unfortunately, it’s like a
lot of our government agencies, too far away to get the big picture. Here I’ve only listed a
very few of the reasons this recommendation MUST be reconsidered. Hopefully, if
enough of us take the time to put our two cents in, you’ll get the BIG PICTURE
from all of us.

Smcerely, M

Linda L. Tarnowski

. v e ae s e o e U E——
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June 7, 2005 » B : . o

Chairman Anthony J. Principi-

Base Realignment and Closure commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA, 22202

i"! %FA}VVV lf ki ;:‘1,;‘ hE {i i 'ﬂ ;ﬁllﬂ , ‘ g
T ! . p -i\ i
Dear Chalrman Pr1nc ‘ .84 IB‘RAC Commlsswners o
ni«,‘ : é'm )t’ 1[ d
3 ‘W

As residents of Niagara ¢ Q)unty, New York, we are very upset by the Defense Department’s

" recommendation to closhc'I 'Wtﬂﬁel ‘Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve & Guard base. This
recommendation could not l%n\ Me at a worse time and I would hope after careful consideration
the BRAC Commission wi H?m»llfii" reverse their decision and remove the Niagara Falls Air Force
Reserve & Guard base from}"‘the closure list.

|

i\‘J'vould consider closing this base when it is pos1t10ned 1s so close :

H‘.jalso at a time when our country is at war. As the only military i

installation in Western Nevw,ﬂYork Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. It is hard

to understand why the Air| ;t;pgice has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so i

many Air Guard and Air Re”‘“r !rve bases and put them 1 on the more costly Active Duty bases. il
. i - R -

Yx\ i ’t [ ii‘ i “' (o . I
n m’ll be devastatlng to the airea and to the New York Air National ]’T

)
The 1mpact of this dCLISl on
Guard and will make the !1"'(::‘: ntagon’s efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more

difficult than it is now ! ‘}1 i

|l

Our New York commumtlé
Please overturn the Pentag

5

g,,____;‘_% :

,"
|
tgnd united and in full support for this base and its retention.
:recommendatlon and keep this base open.

i
i u}lon and time. |

=

=t

";4;.35
“~wn

0
|
‘Thank you for your cons1dé

Sincerely,

Bnan M1tche11

Dolores Mitchell

Ostoroo At ALY,




71 Wickham Dr. | 06102005

Williamsville, NY 14221

June 7, 2005
BRAC Commission : | _ PR R —,
2521 South Clark St. | ) I ﬁg{E@EWEP )
Suite 600 ‘ | JuC Y

Arlington, VA 22202
Dear Sir:

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls,
NY be closed. As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and
part-time workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region’s economy.

L 7 The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S.

‘M“I[ I e “and Canada; along with the New York State Power Authority’s Hydropower complex
R ‘which harnesses the waters of the Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the

b Northeast U.S. Grid.

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to
further secure America’s northern border and power grid infrastructures. It should be
expanded rather than closed.

Accordlng to the Niagara Mlhtary Affairs Counc1l

0 Closure of Nlagara would reduce the A1r Force present in NY by 40%, and
eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995,

" Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened
runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the Wings.

@ We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-
efficient facilities in the Air Force:Reserve Command.

¢ Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retam New

~.Yorkersina. reglon in whlch the, umts have both mamtamed in- excess of 100%

i pitates | ,
iy !u : iy ' *,;
|| Niagara Félls ex1st1ng ’1nfrastructure can accommodate 8 add1t1onal C-13OH

model aircraft without any ‘military construction.
¢ Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and
has acreage on the base and adjacent land for expansion.

I humbly request that you recons1der the decision to close the ‘Nla'gara Falls Air Reserve
Station. . The fine mien and women of the 107" Air Refueling Wing and the 914ths Airlift
Wing have been instrumental in securmg the home front and fighting the war on terror

OVerseas.. :
Yours truly,

i The

' Elaine M. Sobczyk
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June 3, 2005 e A‘E@EW Ei B \
Chairman Anthony J. Principi e .-:j
Base Realignment and Closure Commission '

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

S S o ™ - i s S a  -L n S St 5 v i e

l Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

] la - As a former member of the 107th NYANG Unlt I am troubled by the Defense

e Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. The
members of both the 107" and 914™ are dedicated individuals with the best interests of
our country in mind. What will happen to these men and women? Will they be let out of
their commitments furthering the decline of needed military personnel?

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active
Duty bases. How will the Department defend the region, and who will respond to man-
made or natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts?

I urge the Commission to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended
list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of
the country.

Sincerely,

""ZMo\;@w

. ,_;RlchardT Lydo '




June 6, 2005

Chairman Anthony ). Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600 \

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:
| am concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to
» close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This
| —--—-. --recommendation  is ‘a not in the nation's best interest. The BRAC -
ikt i Commission should reverse this decision, and remove Niagara Falls from
the closure list.

It is no secret that closing the base would have a devastating
economic impact on our region. The base is Niagara County’s second-
largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military and
civilian, with an estimated economic impact of $150 million on regional
businesses. It is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has
~decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard
and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases

The media has reported that the military is facing 5|gn|F cant
challenges in recrumng during war time.. As the only remaining major
military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the
New York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to
recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now.

T LT The Buffalo- Nlagara busmess community stands in support of ghe ,
i |agara" “a|IS3A|r Force Reserve and Guard Base, and its retention.:| exh‘d L
Rl ] please overturn the Pentagon's recommendatlon and’ keep' the‘,:‘ R
. base open. ' S

Very truly yours,

%MZ/%@%@

Brad K. Mazon
534 Main Street
Eb'enezer, NY 14224




" Established 1860 . .

June 6,2005.., ... . o SR _

Chairman Anthony 1. Principi _ /

Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street .
Sy

Suite 600 : :

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chalrman Prmcnpl and BRAC Commissioners: o ' o,
H §
I‘ . . o i
n I do not agree wnth the Defense Department's recommendatlon to close Nlagara Falls Air
" Forice Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and
the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the

closure list.

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is
Niagara County’s second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military
and,ciyilian.and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses.

It is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and
jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly
Active Duty bases.

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel
even more difficult than it is now. '

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York
' commumty in ;support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and "Guard Base, and its . )
retentlon Overturn the Pentagon s recommendation and keep | the base open o o il

el
';;(" )]1 B

| ' Sincerely,

Michael K. Walsh
Executive Vice President

WALSH DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE

801 Main St PO Box 5016  Buffalo NY 14205-5016  Phone (716) 853-3820 Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com
(
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Established 1860

June 6, 2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

E , ;

I'ldo not agree with the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air
Féi)rce Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and
the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the

closure list.

‘ Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is
Niagara County’s second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military
and civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses.

It is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and
jobs -away:from-~so- many A|r :Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly

Active Duty’ basés.

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falis has been key to
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel
even more difficult than it is now.

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York
. community .in support, of the Niagara Falls Air_Force Reserve and Guard Base, and its _ o
Ii \l ‘“ retentlon Overturn ltheg"Pentagon S recommendatlon and keep the base open T - ;I i :
q l AT

wl

i [& H
t“ i} [ I . . g R [
ki

\
“ H

1
Smcerely,

Delil

John N..Walsh, 111, J.D., CIC
Chalrman & Chlef Executlve Ofﬁcer

WALSH DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE
801 Main St PO Box 5016  Buffalo NY 14205-5016 Phone (716) 853-3820  Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com
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June 6, 2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

| Dear Chairman. Principi‘and BRAC Commissioners: o ‘ : , | H 1 :

o I do not agree with the Defense Department’'s recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air ‘ i
; Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and
the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the

closure list.

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is
Niagara County’s second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military
and civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses.

It-is' also diffi'cijItﬁit’(’i?‘ﬁﬁ‘déf&éﬁd?‘Why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and
jobs ‘away fromi'so. many: Air,Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly
Active Duty bases.

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel
even more difficult than it is now.

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York
‘community " in support of the~N|agara FFIIs Air Force Reserve ‘and- Guard. Base, and its

» retentnond @verturn the Pentagon's. recommendatlon and keep the base épen. . 1. I ' - BT
" : S M R ‘
’ i N T R L

Smcerely, o

]?1 r:&wz:r w/J—aL

{3 'Edward F. Walsh,Jr-; CPCU; CIC
! ~ President & Chief Operating Ofﬁcerﬁ

Gy
i

, WaLsH DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE
801 Main St PO Box 5016 Buffalo NY 14205-5016  Phone (716) 853-3820  Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com
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1agara County offrcrals en-

d the following: letter to
deral Base' Reahgnment
id Closure - Commission: at:

n,DC c/o NIMAC, P.O. Box
31, Niagara - Falls NY
4304-0231 v

RAC Cominissioners: -
‘1'am "deeply troubled by the:

endation to close Niagara-
alls Air Reserve Station. This
o _reverse  this decision and re-

rom the list. R

ecided to take planes, missions

{.Guard ‘and Air Reserve bases
/1-and put them on more costly ac-
“I“tive duty bases. Of all the bases

_y | close: the base .whose unit
2. helped rescue. Jessica Lynch in

:1 'night vision C-130 unit in the

nize:-

[ lion in Niagara‘ Falls since 1995

|-in new facilities. .

|- ® Base Ope_ratlons Support

+| costs have been-reduced more
.than 33 peroent (to iriclude a 25

| percent reduction in utilities).to

- cost-efficient facilities in the Air
Force Reserve Command

tich. ‘th 'umts have both

~ I cent- manning rates.- _
- || '®-Niagara' Falls exrstmg in-
: frastructure can)-accommodate

aircraft: wrthou any mlhtary

- ® Niagara 1Falls faces no

i} traffic’ control constraints and
' { has acreage 'on’ the base and ad-

¥ pansion.

|-the strongest possible terms, to
{.remove ‘Niagara Falls ‘Air re-

| gon’s recommended list of base
_closures and to stop the con-
tinuing retreat of the military
from our region of the country.

urage Western New Yorkers |

/' BRAC Commission, Washing- | )

“Dear Chairman’ Pnncrpr and 1

efense Department’s recom-

ecommendation is a terrible:,
listake, and'I urge the BRAC -

ove the Niagara Falls Base | .

and jobs away from so many Air |.

‘| .to pick to close, how do _you .

‘1'Iraq, because they are the lead |
| Reserves? You must also recog- |

- @ The. federal governmentvf _
‘I has invested more than $35 mil- |

It'is hard to understand why'( o
he Defense Department ‘has |

; _make the base one of the most-

| eight additional C 130H ‘model |

.| physical’ encroaehment nor air -

e ]acent to the mstallatlon for ex- -

I urge -the Commlssron, in.

|
g serve Station from the Penta- ‘
i
[

're gion ("

-

ki e

© fu ) s cvsemim






PAuL H. WINTER
38'BROCKETT DRIVE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14223

May 3, 2005

The Niagara Military Affalrs Counc11
P.O.-Box 231 : :
Nlaqara Falls, N. Y

14304 »

; Gentlemen

I recently read the . edltorlal by John Cooper Sr.
in this past week's edition of Buffalo Business
First, concerning the possible closing of the
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. '

As the second largest employer in Niagara County
with over 2900 emplovees and a$50 million anhual
payroll, this closing would have a devistating
affect on the Western New York community.

This area certainly cannot afford to lose vet

another large scale loss of employment. You. may
count on -registering me in the community support
to let the government know how very much we need
this fa01llty to remain open.

Yours very truly,

Zw Lanbb—

Paul H. Wlnter

L.
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- 1{ . ROBINE.OTT
S . 20 Hillcrest Drive
Lot Lockport New York 14094

S 18 433-1482
Y 4 .

N ! May 27, 2005

i !
BRAC Commrssuon
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 .
“fArImgton VA*22202- AT AR ; =

l”k" (I £ . ‘ . b . 7\ 1‘
' . i ' N v :‘|7 .

Gentlemen/Ladies: |

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York, be closed. Listed below are a number of factors supporting
the military value of the Base to the well-being of the people of the United States.

The Base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between
the United States and Canada along with the New York State Power Authority’s

- Hydropower Complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara River and supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid.

While-the Base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror it is also
strategically placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to
further secure America’s nor&hem border and power grid infrastructure. 1t should

be expanded rather than closéd
Accordlng to the Military Affarrs Council:

. ‘Fg

iRE Closure of(‘Nlaga]ra would reduce rthe Arr Force prelsence in ,New York by
i 40% and eliminate the last Federal Air Force ﬂymg mission: m the State‘ i‘
Since. 1995 INlagara has been modernized wrth] $35,000,000 in new
facilities and’ Iengthened runways, which have! improved the operatronal
effectiveness of the Wings.
\\
° Base Operatlons Support costs have been reduced by not less than 33%
(to include a 25%\ reduction in utilities) to make the Base one of the
most cost-effi clent facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

05312005




A

-

° Closure of the Base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain
New Yorkers in a region in which the units have maintained both
recruitment and retention in excess of 100% manning rates.

o Niagara Falls’ existing infrastructure can accommodate eight additional
C-130H model aircraft without any military construction.

. Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control
constraints and has acreage on the Base and adjacent to the installation
for expansion. :

| respectfully request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the
i' o Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. The fine men and women of the 107" Air Refueling
j.“’.ti"]]’”-‘ } }megl and 914" Airlift Wing' have been instrumental in-securing the homefront and ‘
i ' Ifighting the war on terror overseas.” ‘ Coaihy

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter.

Sincerely,

Roler.. €. CH

Robin E. Ott

/reo




- RONALD G. LUCAS
. PRESIDENT
PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER
WILLAM C. McCRACKEN
SECRETARY-TREASURER
BUSINESS AGENT

KENNETH BRZEZINKS!
VICE PRESIDENT

TERRY HUGHES
RECORDING SECRETARY

RICHARD 5. CARR
TRUSTEE

ANGELO FIORELLO, JR.
TRUSTEE

PAUL PARLATO
TRUSTEE

ROBERT BONILLA
BUSINESS AGENT

THOMAS W. DZIEDZIC
BUSINESS AGENT

BRADLEY R. HAAG.
BUSINESS AGENT

RICHARD LIPSITZ
BUSINESS AGENT
LABOR MOVEMENT LIAISON

_EDWARD T. McDONAILD -

BUSINESS AGENT

GLENN C. MILLER
BUSINESS AGENT

SCOTT CHISMAR
DIRECTOR OF
ORGANIZING / FIELD REP.

'« TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

AFFILATED WITH THE
: : INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS,
s o TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No. 46
i AND ITS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS

MAIN OFFICE: BRANCH OFFICE:

- 35 TYROL DRIVE 102 E. MAIN STREET

FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733
(716) 665-4014  Fax (716) 665-6006
' 1-888-458-1802

CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-2715
{716) 668-8007 Fax {716) 668-8122
1-800-773-9115

June 6, 2005

0620266

Senator George Maziarz |
2578 Niagara Falls Blvd
Wheatfield, NY 14304

Dear Senator Maziarz:

- The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in N1agara Falls, NY be closed

'As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would .
deliver another devastating blow to our region’s economy.

- The base site lies within clo'se proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Carlada,
along with the New York Power Authority’s Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and

supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid.

.. While the base serves as a logrstlcal backbone for the War on Terror 1t is also strategrcally placed and

fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure’ America’s northern
border and power grxd'mf_rastmcture. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council:

e Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways Wthh have improved the operational

- effectiveness of the wings. .

e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a

25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air

. Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also ehmmate ‘the ablllty to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a

- region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates’

e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft
without any military construction.

% Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air trafﬁc control constraints and has

- acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion ;

" 1T humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine ‘men and
. women of the 107" Air Refueling Wing and 914™ Airlift Wing have been mstrumenta] in securing the
’ homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. :

" Thank you for your time and_ consrderatlon on thlS very important matter.

Sincerely,

-Ronald G. Lucas

President

' PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS




RONALD G. LUCAS
PRESIDENT
PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER

WILLIAM C. McCRACKEN
SECRETARY-TREASURER
BUSINESS AGENT
KENNETH BRZEZINKSI
VICE PRESIDENT

TERRY HUGHES
RECORDING SECRETARY

RICHARD S. CARR |
TRUSTEE

ANGELO FIORELLO, JR.
TRUSTEE

PAUL PARLATO
TRUSTEE

ROBERT BONILLA
BUSINESS AGENT

THOMAS W. DZIEDZIC -

BUSINESS AGENT

BRADILEY R. HAAG
. BUSINESS AGENT
RICHARD LIPSITZ
BUSINESS AGENT
LABOR MOVEA_AENT LIAISON
EDWARD T. McDONALD
BUSINESS AGENT

GLENN C. MILLER
BUSINESS AGENT

SCOTT CHISMAR
DIRECTOR OF

ORGANIZING / FIELD REP.

TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION-NO. 264

AFFILIATED WITH-THE
lNTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS,
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No. 46
AND [TS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS

MAIN OFFICE: BRANCH OFFICE:

102 E. MAIN STREET
FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733
(716).665-4014 Fax (716) 665-6006
1-888-458-1802

35 TYROL DRIVE
- CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-2715
{716) 668-8007 Fax (716) 668-8122
o 1-800-773-9115
June 6, 2005

Senator Charles Schumer
313 Hart — Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Schumer:

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed.
As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, thlS would

‘dehver another devastating blow to our region’s economy.

~ The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada,

along with the New York Power Authority’s Hydropower complex which harnesses the Nragara and
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Umty States Grrd

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the Waron T error, it 1s also strategically placed and
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America’s northern
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. '

Accordmg to the Nlagara Mrhtary Affairs Council:
¢ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with
$35M .in new facilities and lengthened runwavs Wthh bave improved the operational
effectiveness of the wings.

- ®  We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost- efficient facilities in the Air
Force Reserve Command. :

¢ * Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. -

@ Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft
without any military constructron 1

. Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints-and has.

acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansron

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the statlon The fine men and

- women of the 107" Air Refueling Wing and 914™ Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the

homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas.

Thank you for your time and consrderatlon on thrs very important matter.

Sincerely; . - '

lhllooins EMH Coseh
William C. McCracken
Secretary-Treasurer

PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS




RONALD G. LUCAS
PRESIDENT
PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER
WILLIAM C. McCRACKEN
SECRETARY-TREASURER
BUSINESS AGENT

KENNETH BRZEZINKSI
VICE PRESIDENT

TERRY HUGHES
RECORDING SECRETARY

RICHARD $. CARR
TRUSTEE

ANGELO FIORELLO, JR.
TRUSTEE

PAUL PARLATO
) TRUSTEE

ROBERT BONILLA
BUSINESS AGENT

THOMAS W. DZIEDZIC
BUSINESS AGENT
BRADLEY R. HAAG .
BUSINESS AGENT
RICHARD LIPSITZ

BUSINESS AGENT
LABOR MOVEMENT LIAISON

EDWARD T. McDONALD
BUSINESS AGENT

- GLENN C. MILLER
BUSINESS AGENT

" SCOTT CHISMAR
DIRECTOR OF

ORGANIZING / FIELD REP. -

TEAMSTERS I.OCAL UNION NO. 264

AFFILATED WITH THE
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS,
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No. 46
AND [TS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS

MAIN OFFICE: BRANCH OFFICE:

35 TYROL DRIVE 102 E. MAIN STREET

FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733
(716} 665-4014 Fax (716) 665-6006

1eeasele02 () 6 20 20 0 5

CHEEkTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-2715
{716) 668-8007 Fax {716)668-8122°
1-800-773-92115

June 2, 2005

Senator Byron Brown
65 Court St., Rm 213
Buffalo, NY 14202

Dear Senator Brown:

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed.
As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would
deliver another devastating blow to our region’s economy.

The base site lies within close proumlty to four major border crossmg between the U.S. and Canada,
along with the New York Power Authority’s Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid.

‘While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror; it is also strategieally placed and

fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America’s northern
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed.

Accordmg to the Nlagara Military Affairs Council:

e Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last -
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with
$35M 'in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational

effectiveness of the wings. ,
e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to inchide a
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-eﬂiment facilities in the Air

- Force Reserve Command.
e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% mannirig rates.
e Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft

~ without any mllltary construction.
. ® Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic contro] constraints and has
" acreage on thé base and adjacent to the installation for expansion

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the deelslon to close the station. The fine men and
women of the 107™ Air Refueling Wing and 914™ Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the

homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas.

Thank you for your timie and consideration on this very important matter.

Sincergly, > %o( :
\\. . ;‘/j - ey

Ronald G. Lucas
President '

PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS




RONALD G. LUCAS
PRESIDENT
PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER

WILLAM C. McCRACKEN
SECRETARY.TREASURER
- BUSINESS AGENT

KENNETH BRZEZINKS|
ViCE PRESIDENT

TERRY HUGHES
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RICHARD S. CARR
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ANGELO FIORELLO, JR.
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TRUSTEE

ROBERT BONILLA
BUSINESS AGENT

THOMAS W. DZIEDZIC
BUSINESS AGENT

BRADLEY R. HAAG
BUSINESS AGENT

RICHARD UPSITZ
" BUSINESS AGENT
LABOR MOVEMENT LIAISON

'EDWARD T. McDONALD
BUSINESS AGENT  ~

GLENN C. MILLER
BUSINESS AGENT

SCOTT CHISMAR
DIRECTOR OF
ORGANIZING / FIELD REP.

" Dear Senator Clinton:

TEAMSTEIRS LOCAL UNION NO. 264

AFFILIATED WITH THE
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS,
’ TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No. 46
AND ITS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS

MAIN OFFICE: - " BRANCH OFFICE:

102 E. MAIN STREET

- 35 TYROL DRIVE
CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-2715
" {716) 668-8007 Fax (716) 668-8122 " -

1-800-773-9115

FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733
[716) 665-4014 Fax [716) 665-6006
1-888-458-1802

June 6, 2005

Senator Hillary Clinton
476 Russell — Senate Office Bldg
Washington, DC 20510

06202005

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed.
As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would .

‘deliver another devastating blow to our reglon S economy.

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada
along with the New York Power Authority’s Hydropower complex which harnesses the Nlagara and
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid.

While the base sefvés as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America’s northern
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed.

According to the Nlagara Military Affairs Council:

¢ Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last
'Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways Wthh have improved the operatlonal
effectiveness of the wings.-

¢ We have also reduced .our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a

' 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost efficient facilities in the Air

Force Reserve Command.

@ Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recrult and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

@  Niagara Falls existing infrastructiure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft
without any military construction.

e Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has
acreage on the base and adjacent to the instailation for e\{panswn :

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and
women of the 107" Air Refueling Wing and 914™ Airlift Wing have been 1nstrumenta1 in securing the

~ homefront and fighting the war on terror Overseas.

Thai}k you for your time and consideration on this very important matter.

Sincerely,

MMA«J em: M
William C. McCracken
Secretary-Treasurer

PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS

~




BRAC Comnisson

June 13,2005 - - 6/17/2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi -
. Base Realignment and Closure Comrmssron
- 2521 South Clark Street
- Suite 600 :

Arlmgton, VA 22202

"‘Dear Chalrman Prmc:lpx and BRAC Cormrnssroners

I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's recommendatlon to close Nlagara Falls Air Force Reserve
" and Guard base. Tt is difficult to understand what ratronale there could be for closmg thls vital mstrument for
our homeland secunty . :

I know that yo'u' must be aware that Reserve forces are currently some of the only resources we have to send to
vﬁght the war in Iraq We have no others and recruiting efforts continue to fall short

. Qur area is sensrtrve in terms of defending the homeland We share major boarder crossmgs with Canada and
our.area genérates the power that is used to power | much of New York City. New York City i is the only city m '
»Amenca that has actually been attacked' : : 3

Could anyone. be senously thmkmg of reducrng homeland secunty in New York and exportmg it to some other
- regron of the country" ' ~

R There are no polltlcal consrderatlons that can Justlfy this kmd of reckless dlsregard for the safety of our region.

Please respond to my concerns at the address below.

_ Slncerely,




3060 Delancey Road
Niagara Falls, NY 14
June 14, 2005 . 6/17/2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

-Arllngton, VA 22202

Dear Chalrman Principi and BRAC Comm1551oners.

The recommendatlon of the Defense Department to close the Nlagara
Falls Air Force Base should be recons1dered :

- Every -now and ‘then when I look up - 1nto a clear- blue sky - over

Nlagara Falls - I see contrails high, very, very hlgh in the sky.
They often come  up from the East. Who are they? Where do they
come from? Where are they going? Do they ‘have- a target?

- Pictures in'my books on World War II show such contralls in the

thousands over Europe. These days I see only a few. But they
are frightening. . ' B

Many years ago I was amused to hear Niagara Falls referred to as
a "frontier town". But it is! It is on the very edge of the nation,
on the frontier. - It should be in the first line-&f . défense.

Many local manufacturing plants are gone but ‘there remains the huge
power generating plant with its water conduits above and below
ground, its reservoirs, . its electrical switching, hlgh Voltage
vards, its dynamos,'lts transmlss1on systems.

" And all of them are duollcated a: few mlles away in our nelghbor,

Canada.

During World WariII, I seryed in the Army Air Corps in a Group
that was dedicated to the repair and maintenance of heavy bombers.

I worked. thirty years-at.a local chemlcal*manufacturlng complex.‘:_;w
- My wife was a sécretary to the C. 0. at a now vanished Naval: Air' .7

Station. _ o -

If- today s Air Base vanishes as well I fear for the future defense
of thls frontler area. : S g

- 'Sincerely,

g G AW.

Joseph J. McDonald
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi 0 62 720 0 5
Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

i | ’ Dear Chalrman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I applaud the BRAC Commission’s foresight in recogmzmg the strategic and
military importance of maintaining the military presence of the 105" Air National Guard
base and Marine installation at Stewart International Airport. However, I have grave
concerns about the recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and
Guard base.

Given the Niagara base’s proximity to the Canadian border, major chemical
plants, the Niagara Power Project and major cities of Buffalo and Rochester, homeland
security issues dictate that the facility be kept open. In addition, our nation’s armed forces
are facing serious difficulties in recruiting. As the only remaining major military
installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The
impact of the decision to close this base will be devastating to the New York Air National
Guard and will make the Pentagon’s efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even
more difficult.

I join with all New Yorkers who stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York
community in supporting retention of this base. I strongly urge the Commission to
remove Niagara Falls Air Force Base from the recommended list of base closures.

- - - o BN,

- o
1 ‘:‘I ll‘lH‘ i* P !’ o | l” Smcerélylyo" '1‘ ' by a

SMITH, S

N & QUACKENBUSH, NC

Thomas P Sulldivan-




NEw YORK STATE
OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND HiISTORIC PRESERVATION

Beé'nadette. Castro R v . . Geoég;iinlt’:taki
, | & RecEED
June 21, 2005

06272005

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 Clark Street, Ste. 600
Arlmgton VA 22202

Ly 1 ) t IR
T Dear Chainnan Princ1p1 and BRAC Comnnssroners

I write to you as the Commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and
Historic Preservation, with stewardship over the premier attraction in the Niagara Region, and as -
an ad hoc member of the Niagara Tourism and Convention Corporation.

Iam deeply troubled by the Defense Department S recommendation to close the Niagara Falls A1r
- Force Reserve Base ThlS recommendatlon appears to be based upon. inadequate information, ,

and [ urge the BRAC Comrmssron to reject this proposal and remove the Niagara Falls Base from

thehst“ s T

As the Comm1ss1oner of an Agency that hds overseen some $40 000 000 in public and private
investment in the Greater Niagara Region over the past ten years, I must believe that there are
viable alternatives to the elimination of the planes, missions, and jobs from so many Air Guard
and Air Reserve bases and deploy them on the more costly Active Duty bases. The Air National
Guard’s 107™ Air Refueling Wing, based at Niagara Falls, has performed with honor and courage
in the current conflict in Iraq, and has a critical role as the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Air
Force Reserves. The 107" has stirred patriotic pride throughout the region, and i is 50 closely S
“ - g{,' ‘\j,lldentlfledy with the Greater NiagaralRegion |P1ease consider the value of: lthis umt and of this' 1. b j'ﬂ

AR 1' lh Sk i
lbase td the: Grleater'Niagara‘Falls Region as you finalize de01Sions affecting this asset of such

4R
hs

i ‘Regional significance.

I also ask that you consider that:

e The federal government ias investéd moré than $45 million i Niagara Falls since 1995
in new facilities

" Force Reserve Command : S
' ’fo Closure of the basé eliminates the ability to recru1t and retam New Yorkers ina region n

Empire State Plaza **Agency Building 1 seAlbany, New York 12238
518-474-0463 *FAX.: 518-474-1365




which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

¢ Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H model
aircraft without any military construction. :

¢* Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constramts and has
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion.

Iurge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls AFB from
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures.

S ;,,};1 ¢~ Commissioner - N e T i [ E Y V{i b gfl}-‘:-i%wt\i%i NI “,I‘ “\Viii N
| R State Hlstorlc Preservation Offlcer A FH R e A ' | o
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~ Jonathan P. Booz, I1

Financial Services Professional

MassMutual

FINANCIAL GROUP

Cathedral Park Tower Suite 500
37 Franklin Street

THE BLUE CHIP COMPANIES™ Buffalo NY 14202-4182

Tel (716) 852-1321 Ext 344
Fax (716) 842-1628
e-mail: jbooz@finsvcs.com

June 16, 2005

Chairman Anthony J. Principi
Base Realignment and Closure Commission

& RECEIVED
2521 South Clark Street |

Suite 600 o N N | 0626200:5
- rlington, YA"22202 l O L L I IR

Dear Chairman Prmcrpl and“BRAC Commlssroneirs

t;r lriiﬁ : | . :
| was upset by the Defense E})Lle E?rtment's recommendatron to close Niagara Falls Air
Force Reserve and Guard‘ B i[ iThis recommendatlon is a not in the nation's best
interest and the BRAC Comm|SS|on should reverse this decision and to remove

t'l\
P

Niagara Falls from:the closur}e |ll§tf‘
i | I“ 1 1 '

It's no secret that. closmg the" Ib‘ése would have a| devastating economic impact on

our:.region: The base is Nlagera1 pountys second -largest employer with more than

3,000 full- and part-time mrlltary‘t'and civilian and lt has an estimated impact of $150

‘million on regional busmesses i

That said, it is also difficultt ‘o Lnderstand why the Air Force has decided to take
planes, missions and jobs awaylfrom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and
put them on more costly Actlve Dulty bases.

The media has reported that the\lmrlltary is facmg significant challenges in recruiting
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New
York Nlagara Falls {has been key to mrhtary recruitment. The tmpact of this deCISton

will be devastatingto the Nevs‘/ York Air Natronatl Guard and will makeithe Pentagon s

efforts to recrurt and retain m|I|tary personnel even more difficult than it is now.

The BuffanNiagara business community stands«with the Niagara Falls/Western

New York community in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard
Base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the
base open S

Insurance Representative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutnal) and affiliates +* Springfield MA 01111-0001

Registered Representative of and securities offered through MML. Investors Services, Inc., a MassMutual subsidiary * Supervisory Office: Cathedral

Park Tower 37 Franklin Street Suite 500 Buffalo NY 14202 4107 (716) 852-1321. The Buffalo Agency, Michael J. McDermid, CLU, ChFC, CLTC,

General Agent
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi -
. Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street
Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

= Af,F"‘ *fl. ' A ’Nivl L | ‘ i L o ; .
Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: -

I am deeply concerned that the Defense Department has
recommended closing the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and
Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the best interest for
the nation and especially for Western New York State. Therefore, I
am officially requesting the BRAC Commissionfreverseitheir
decision and maintain our Base and their protection especially
now, let me explain.

Western New York is a prime target for terrorists, illegal
aliens and large-scale crime activity since we reside across the
border from Toronto, Canada, encompassed by Lake Ontario, Lake
Erie and we also provide the majority of Turbo Electric Power

A§NYE] *"" Hih

i
i
I
o

Yol

ur region has always been a major gateway in hlstory\for ,1! . |
ommatlon and control of resources also known as the battles th th

port from Lake Ontario toward Niagara Falls and the Power. il
Authority that is now located in between. i




e

Throughout the years that I have learned about the Power
Authority it has always been stated that this Turbo Power Plant
would be a major target in wartime due to the ability of not only
taking out the entire region with the demolition of it but by the
crippling effects that would trigger a loss of electricity along the
eastern coast.

i i Ir . . " , | 'With theseithoughts in mind; Iagam appeal to the. Commlsswneré

[

1
sense of Judgment t1n that “you don’t take away the protection of
our forces in a h1ghly sensitive and powerful area to appease other

areas that are not a; stones throw away from another country”.

Please reconsider t?is carefully and overturn the Pentagon’s
recommendation to leave us defenseless.

m@w@
KendraﬁElchholz L

?fHﬂn’*‘sw‘ 59" Street i1l I SO I
"‘ Niagara Falls, NY 14304 T

1 : ;
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June 3, 2005

‘Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and Members of the BRAC Commission:

¢
'

| wish to express my displeasure with the possibility that the Niagara Falls Air |
Force Reserve and Guard Base may be closed and I' respectfully ask that serious

——— ~_H-consideration be.given-to-keeping this base open-and.-operational.

My displeasure with seeing the Air Base on the recommended list of bases to be
closed is based on the fact that over the past few years the Defense Department
has put millions of dollars into improving the base facilities, pamcularly the
lodging facilities. Most recently, | understand that the Armed Forces Recruiting
Station in Buffalo is being moved to the Air Base because of its excellent
facilities. Obviously, this too will cost money. It seems to me that putting all of
the money into this Air Base over the past few years and then to close it within
the next few years is a total waste of public money and does reflect well on the
decision-making at various levels of government. | also understand that the
airfield at our base is one of the longer runways in the force structure. If this is
true, | have-a hard time understanding the decision to close what appears to be a
well run, well-supported and popular facility.

While | am sure that the Defense Department has a rationale for its realignment
‘recommendations and feels it is in the best interests of the country in the long
run, closing our air base is obviously unpopular to the local population. As itis
most likely that not all facilities on the list will, indeed, be closed, | sincerely ask
that you add my name to those who believe the Niagara Falls Air Reserve and
.. — . . . Guard Base should be removed from the final list of bases to be closed. Is lt
i BT & j lreally cost effective to'include our. air “base on the final list:after mvestmg the .

Poyh 1mllllons of dollars to S|gn|fca'ntly improve its facilities?

| sincerely appreciate your listening to me and | pray that you will heed the many
ts being made to keep our air base open.

Concerned Citizen &
Colonel, USA, Retifed
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi ' 0 6 0 2 0; (8%}{[ Er[: \\ﬁ
Base Realignment and Closure Commission , \ ) \‘w,ﬂ,}%‘_:j\ L)
2521 South Clark Street -

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC _Comrnissioners:

| am distressed by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and
Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission should
reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the closure list.

| feel that the base at Niagara Falls should be expanded if anything. | have lived in this area for 58 years. The
only exception was when | served active Army duty from 66-69. | remember as a child the fighter jets that were
at the Falls. In these troubled times | would think that fighter aircraft should be returned to the Niagara Falls
base. What would happen if the power station here was attacked or destroyed? Has any consideration been
e .. Qiven to the fact if that happened most of the Northeast USA, including New York City, would be without
il ;electn;:al power. Remember the blackout some years ago. What if the power were gone for months or even
FHRE years” 5
' [ We need more protectron nght here.

The newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. {
served in Viet Nam and one of the reasons that | enlisted was because of the military awareness | had from
living in this area. We are proud Americans in Western New York Our people are paying a high price share in
the present war as we have always done in past wars.

- All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falis/Western New York community and are united in its support for
this base, and its retention. Please overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open.

Sincerely,
Terry Smrth

5375 Harrls Hill Rd.
Clarence, NY 14221

[ LA
‘ ‘
;

'
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Friday, June 03, 2005 America Online: T47SMITH
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Chairman Anthony Principi - | z’i«j F@EW E@

Base Realignment and Closure Commission U
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:
I am writing to express my objection to your decision to include the Niagara Falls Air

Force Reserve and Guard base on the list for closure. There are many reasons why this
should not happen and I wanted to give you our view of what this base means to our

_Ncommunity S L e e e, e

- ) i ' . 1 - T
Iq l‘l . ' i~ .p\ H.

Flrst of all our commumtyi has been well served by the 914th and the 107 National ;- | |
Guard. Our commumty has; watched time after time, these men and women leaving | the1r |
families to go and serve this natron leavmg families and jobs behind “because it was the |
right thing to do"" Their farnrlres gave their support, even though they knew that those
they love would be put in harms way and also that they would suffer emotionally and
financially while they were gone They were in Desert Storm, they were in Afghanistan,
And they were in: Iraq That 18 what they have done for our country.

They are also a; tremendous asset to our commumty 1n other ways They play a very
important part in our Emergency Management Plan. Their Hazardous Material Team is
depended on frequently As recently as last week they were called to an emergency at the
Rainbow Bridge whlch is one of the spans between Niagara Falls NY and Niagara Falls
Ontario. Hazardous matenals come through our area all the time because we are the
“Home” of the only licensed hazardous waste disposal site in NY and many of the
surrounding states. This is lnot a point that we as a community are happy about, but it is
our reality and we have at least been able to feel like we have been prepared to deal with
emergencies when they arise. The Air Base has worked well with our other local

i
i
L

.agencies to give this assurance to our area. I might add that our fire companies in the

. smaller towns are- all volunteers The base has a team at the ready 24 hours a day.

i ¥ .

ok | 'Jl S
~ In addition, we are an 1nternat10nal border community. After 911 we were told that at
least one of the terronsts 1nvolved 1h that act of depravity came across our border from
Canada. We also had the Lackawanna 6 living in our area. We have the NY State
Power Authority Whlch would be a perfect target for terrorists. It provides most of the
power for the northeast ' I’

' F 1na11y, consrderatron should be glven to the financial hardshrp that would result from

closing this base.: Nragara Falls 1184all'f ady an economically depressed area. We have lost
SO many manufactunng JObS{ alr ‘"ady I To close this base, which is the second largest
employer in the area could [llel the last Istraw for any hope ofa recovery for this
community.. Please overturn the' Pentagon s recommendation and keep the base open.

. |- m o Sincerely,

7/6 - 277/3‘7%7 . 7/ ter
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi -
Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600"
Arlington,

VA 22202

Dear Chairrnan Principiband BRAC Commissioners:

Iwasu

et by- the ‘Defense Department—s recommendatxon to-close- the Niagara-Falls-Air - - MhJ

Force Rese veand Guard:base. This recommendatlon 'is not in the nati6n’s best interest -
and the BRAC Co symission should reverse this decision and reme+e them from the
closure list. ‘ -

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has degided to take planes, missions and jobs
away from so many Air Guard anthAir Resepv€ bases and put them on the more costly
Active Duty bases.

Also, even the newspapers say that'we are facing significant challenges in recruiting
during war time. As the onlyrémaining major miljtary installation in Westem New
York, Niagara Falls has be€n key to military recruitigent.

The impact of thisd ecision will be devastating to the NewYork Air National Guard and

will make

difficult tha

the Pentagon’s efforts to recruit and retain mili personnel even more
t is now.

All Ne® Yorkers stand with the Nlagéré Falls/W estern New York community and are

ifed in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentago

k4

recommendation and keep the base open. /
f e - G R 5’( R
. . : ’I
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Robert A. MacPhee
Marguerite A. MacPhee ‘
6322 Milleville Cirele |
Sanborn, New York 14132
716-731-5288

o Loty f

}. i-ﬂ'i ; i Ilam the mother of Tech Sergeant Cory M. MacPhee. He is an Arr Force reservist wrth the 91 4 Alrbase at‘

“ i Nlagara Falls New York. Cory has been a reservist since 1985 You have had my son as a nineteen year
old and have used him until he is now a man, a husband, a father a brother and uncle and most of all our
lovmg son. He has always believed he was doing his job as an IAmerlca.n to keep his country safe . A place
to raise his son in peace. His outfit was deployed in 1991 in the Gulf War. The 914 were again deployed to
Tubuk in Saudi Arabia returning home to be re-deployed to Kuwait and then to Tallill Air Base in Iraqg. In

1 dong so he missed a year out of his son life and returned to NO!JOB. A job that he loved and was well paid
for When' he dld returv home Decof 2003 to NO JOB he was able to get a civilian job at the Airbase. He
was home going on with famlly life, building a house then on May 13, 2005, it was announced that the
Niagara: ‘Falls Air Base was on.the choppmg block Ilow could lhdl happen? The 914 always made 98% of
their’ ﬂrghts in theater. Their C-130 was the first pldne to land at. Baghdad airport because they were the only
unit that'had night vision experience. Their C-130 picked-up Jessica Lynch. Their C-130 flew the Joint Chicf
of staff. Their C-130 flew the US ambassador out of Baghdad. Their C-130 flew Hillary Clinton, Wayne
Newton, and the Secretary of Defense Rumsfelt to name a few. The 914 has always been rated number one.
In 1991 the Base was awarded C-130H airplanes because of their outstand performance in theater. How can
you in good conscience take a unit that has performed so outstanding and just dismantle and discard them.

O P . -
—— e . W

f I can’t believe that my son who has given twenty years to the 914 Air Force is now being discarded like

l trash. What is to happen to him, his wife and son? To make matters worse our government has the nerve to
P deploy the 9l4¥agam in, the next few months.- erl ‘they:-have place to come: home to or will the base be T 1

[ T N | . ‘ . H .

a ‘-‘ { :
w;,:' PR . . ¢

The nerve of my country to treat my son and all the son’s of American citizen this way!!!! Now the
government wants to move all our sons away from family and loved ones. Dlsrupt his life again.
WHEN WILL THIS EVER END?

Sincéely, "1 LA S

RobertA MacPhee e
; M?irguerlte A Macphee ‘J\;‘_;.:u o




June 1, 2005

3971 Lockport Road
Sanborn, NY 14132

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

| am very concerned over the recent announcement that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base
7~ was includedon the list of recommended base closmgs by the Base Realignment and Closure ~
Commlsswm Please allow this letter to seive as my personal plea to reconsider this

reco'mme:nd‘atlon and remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base from this list.

Given the loication of the base and the potential threat of terrorism resulting from border
proximity and the power project that provides electricity to an enormous population within the
north eastern region of the country, | am dismayed that a decision such as this has been made
by the very entity charged with protecting our country from such threats. Additionally, this
military installation has served as an inspiration for citizens to enlist in the armed forces,
increased civilian support of those serving our country and has invoked a resurgence of
patriotism as evidenced by flags proudly displayed on homes across the region.

{ urge the Commission to reconsider their decision and remove the NFAB from the list of
recommended base closings. Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

athleen A. Saunders

T T e e N gt 4 (St e S A e e St g g L e e
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June 03 2005

~ Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark St.

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi, and BRAC Commissioners,

| am deeply concerned over the Defense Departments recent decision to close

. Niagara. Falls Air.Reserve Station (NFARS). | just.cannot understand their
* rationale!’ Both units, (The 107th Air Refueling Wing, and the '914th Alrhft Wing)

continue to provrde a vital service in the defense of our country. The 914th Airlift -

. Wing served with distinction during the first gulf war, has been deployed several

. Reserve umts have two, things that set them apart ‘from |most regular” umts| These :,':1

‘ system ‘Ina regular uhlt there is a constant state of flux

Consequently, mrssron capabrhty is diminished. |

times during the latest gulf war, and is scheduled to return to the Middle East later
this year (my son is going). Early on in the present gulf conflict the 914th was
called upon to fly many dangerous night missions using night vision goggles.
They were called upon because they were the only C-130 unit in theater that was
fully qualified in their use. The 914th received many accolades for their
performance during these missions. The 914th also participated in the rescue of
Jessica Lynch. The 107th Air Refueling Wing has performed in an exemplary
manner in support of air refueling operations worldwide (including the Bosnia
operation, and the latest Gulf war. At the present time elements of the 107th
support refueling operations out of Guam. The other day as | was reading an
issue of the Air Force Times | came across a photo of a 107th tanker refueling a
B-2 bomber over the Pacific near Guam. What a beautiful sight!

Sir, | have read that the purpose of this BRAC is to "cut the fat" so to speak so
that existing resources can be utilized to the maximum. Cutting the NFARS
makes no sense because doliar for dollar the Defense Department gets more
bang for its buck (a fact that they wrll not admit) from the Guard, and Reserve

- units. - Cme e e e :

l\ o | | [ rn ‘
Dunng my 34 yea“r mnhtﬂry career | served m‘both the active, and reserve force.
This is not polrtlcally correct but | will say it anyway. Guard and: Reserve aircraft . .
are better mamtamed}‘and stay mission ready Ionger in cpmbat Ioperatlrﬂns b
two things enhance oombat capability. What | am ta|k|ng|about is: expertlse and
stability. They go lhand in hand. Example: In-a reserve unit the. same personnel

. work together year after year (stability). This rleads to a; yle'ry hlgh expenence level

(expertrse) The end result is a better: marntamed moreleffe'ctrve weapons

| A neviv\.troop comes in,

! you spend two years tralmng him/her, and erther their enlrstment is‘up or they X |

b

shlp out. There is" httle stabmty The experience level is drmmlshed I

g O :
Another decnsron made by the Department of Defense really troubles me. It is
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'Jreductlons have ‘made the NFARS one of the most cost efficient facilities in the
Air Force Reserve. One mlght ask what has this to do with combat capability?

. Chairman Principi: I've had my say, so I'l try to sum it up in a nutshell. The

reverse this decision. :;
Respectfully,
Robert C. Harlng, 7*” S S o
CMSgt USAFh(Ret) ] LT , ‘ .
L -»‘iﬂ | - : it lt

B . \‘ " S : | L : '\ | | ‘ |h U

: j"ﬁj:.!.«\ | HiiR) I | T \

i i

e NS |

Ll i S 1

il g i |

‘ ‘1. &‘

a o |

w” ‘ ‘ 'j‘i }\ : ‘I

Bl fm 1‘

i ‘1‘\1 \

their proposal is to transfer a great number of C-130 aircraft to Little Rock AFB
and make it a "super base"(l believe the number of C-130 aircraft would be over
100). What a target for terrorists! You think we would have learned our lesson at
Pearl Harbor when we lined all of our aircraft up in neat rows. A few dedicated
terrorists attacking the" super base" could cripple our C-130 airlift capability. If not
terrorists, then how about a natural disaster (tornado)? As we all know a tornado
gives little warning before it hits. The base and the C-130 fleet could be wiped out
in a matter of minutes. A super base is not a good idea!

Sir, in this era of limited funding the NFARS has also done a fine job in reducing
the costs of running the base. Base operating support costs have been reduced
more than 33 percent (that includes a 25 percent reduction in utilities). These

Well, it allows the savings to be spent on other more critical items.

Sir, | know that you will be visiting the NFARS later this month. | think the
facilities, and the outstanding personnel will impress you. They are looking
forward to your visit.

NFARS is a valuable national asset, manned by dedicated personnel, performing
missions that are vital to the security of our country. The base gives our country
an excellent return for the money spent. The Department of Defense decision to
close the NFARS was a mistake. | urge you and the BRAC commission to
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3183 Trenton Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
Erie County, USA

To Whom it May Concern,

. My name |s Krlsten Anderson- Rogers I'am a student at Buffalo State
jCoIIege My husband Mlchael and I are desperately requestmg that the Nlagara
A fo Falls Air Base in Nlagara Falls NY remains open. My father SSGT Clifford D.

0 Anderson Jr. is currently in Iraq servicing this great country and as an Army

=i
'

Reservist he reports to the Niagara Falls Air Base. My parents live in South
Wales, and the drive to the Niagara County bése is the most convenient for my
father. If this airbase were to close he would have to drive a considerably longer
distance for reserves.

| don’t believe that these hard working men and women, who leave their
families and many who give their lives, deserve this. Niagara County, Erie

County, it doesn’'t matter where benefit from and need this airbase. Please keep
the Niagara base open it is imperative in our continuing effort to defend our

freedom. Thank You very much for your time.

Sincerely,

{
N
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1680 Ridge Road |
- . Lewiston, NY 14092 9753 . E

; . B Fo07 Tune 6, 200507 ? 5 C@VE‘% D
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Chairman-Anthony J. Principi * -~~~ = - ' - 68102 6065
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600 . »
Arlington, VA . 22202

Dear Chalrman- Prmcrpr and BRAC Commissioners:

TR e Force Reserve and Guard Base- :
R 1 i ., : " ,1 '
Co : ' i

We are next ‘to the Canadlan border Wthh is vulnerable to terrorist infiltration or attacks. Not
only.do we have the State!Power Authorlty located in this vicinity which controls the electrical
power throughout New York State, New York City as well as parts of Canada but we have the
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works which contains the residue of the Manhattan Project. One

j explosive would release 18,000 tons of nuclear materials plus %2 of the world’s supply of pure

radium..

‘ [ am at a loss to understand the Commissions recommendatlon to close the Niagara Falls Air
1
|

Ourarea‘is in need of this ‘Air Base for the general protection of this community. I am enclosing
newspaper articles reinforcing the need to keep this Base open.

One newspaper excerpt proves the need of the Niagara'Falls A1r Reserve Station to assist our
community in case of hazardous material that could be transported-unknowingly thru Canada.

A former assistant secretary of defense under President Ronald Reagan, in his article to the press,
reinforces the need to keep this Base open. Closing of a base on Long Island as it services a

== . search and rescue Guard Unit, whereby the Niagara Falls Air Force Base has over the years been
called upon to serve the country.

. Brig. Gen. Jarnes C. Cook’s newspapervaccount of the Niagara Falls Air Base gives addltlonall
i il vsuppo ,w ﬁand‘uthe trecornmendatron to keep thls Base open and taken off the base closure R K
'l fl‘ B ‘;‘ ,;;Hi; Do ey H i!ftt g
A ] BRI AR
P ,ThlS Base has been given additional money to upgrade their facilities and has one of the largest
g runways of all U. S Bases.

It would be foolhardy and waste of government funds to close this base and transfer or lose their
trained and experienced personnel.

Sincerely a concerned citizen

| | &, B F S

Encs. m11y . Latko
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N‘lagara Falls police block access to the Rainbow Bridge on Sunday after the rele
a suspluous powder resulted in the preeautlonary closing of the international sp:

Spill of suspicious powder
forces Rainbow Brldge clos

By MikE KURILOVITCH

NIAGARA CORRESPONDENT

NIAGARA FALLS — A spill of susplcxous

white powder forced the shutdown of the

Rainbow Bridge during the height of holiday
traffic Sunday, triggering hazardous materi-
als teams into action and prompting an FBI |
investigation. )

The bridge was closed to traffic at 4:40
p.m.,, officials said,-and had not opened late
Sunday Traffic was being rerouted to the
Lewiston-Queenston Bridge. ’

Barry Morrissey, a spokesman for U.S. !
Customs 'and Border Protection, said some

fﬁcers Workmg on. theebndge had throat, ..

» hospitalization.

‘Station were called to the U.S. end:

Robert Kn'kha.m/B

T %o fos” 1ooFlk

The officers apparently were log
cash that someone had hidden in the?ff%"
cle with some substance mixed wi
caused the irritation, FBI spokes
Moskal said.

‘It doesn’t seem to be anything

Hazardous materials teams from 1}[’,, ;
County and the Niagara Falls Air Ri

bridge.

ise officials Were unable to i

See Bridgeon. Page B2

;' BRIDGE - from Bl

‘ately determine the composition
.of the powder, a decision was
«made to decontaminate any’ per-
1sonne1 who had poss1bly come in-
;to contact with the material.

Atone pomt, about 25 workers
-were going through the decon-
-tamination process, according to
isources, who characterized the
decision as “erring on the side of
-caution.”

! Agents from the FBI's Buffalo
‘ofﬁee were later dxspatched to the

Brldge workers are deeontammated

I[I’

scene,aswasaspeclalteamfmmi
the Buffalo Pohce_ Department.

| Niagara Falls police reported
tra.fﬁc moving smoothly in the
area despite the interruption. .

The department had 10 ofﬁ-

Three Dog Night concert, afree
-outdoor show at the former E.
Dent Lackey Plaza that drew.a
large crowd downtown. -

Newswiresemz’cescomﬁbuted_tb
this report.
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Close base on Long Island, not in Niagara;

says Pentagon official from Reagan years

tasks, The Nlagara base services a\ $150 million. “Suffolk County is better
Guard unit that performs réefueling \positioned than Niagara to absorb the”

BY JERRY ZREMSKI
AND SHARON LINSTEDT

NEWS STAFF REPORTERS

A former assistant secretary of de-
fense under President Ronald Reagan
has rushed to the defense of the Niaga-
ra Falls Air Reserve Station, saying the
Pentagon should consider closing a
base on Long Island instead.

Lawrence J. Korb, who oversaw per-
sonnel and base issues at the Pentagon
from 1981 to 1985, wrote an op-ed arti-
cle for the New York Times’ Long Is-
land regional edition Sunday that criti-

_.-cized the proposed Niagara closing.

st

He urged‘ the mdependent commis-
sion that is reviewing the Pentagon’s
base-closure recommendations to in-
stead consider shutting an Air National
Guard station at Francis S. Gabreski
Airport in Westhampton Beach.

“It should take a close loo': at Niaga-

ra and Gabreski,” Korb wrote.

missions and an Air Reserve unit that
hauls cargo, while the Gabreski base

utbacks,” he said.
In an interview, Korb said he decid-

ervices a search-and-rescue Guard /ed to write the opinion article after re-

s
unit.
orb suggested that the search-and-

rescue team be moved to Stewart Air
Force Base in Newburgh, north of New
York City, and that Niagara stay open
for several reasons.

For one, he said, such a move would
keep jobs in-state and prevent the Niag-
ara operations from being dispersed to
Arkansas, Maine and Georgia. '

“Moreover, the Pentagon will need
to spend a lot just to bring Gabreski up
to minimum standards,” Korb wrote,
“Paradoxically, Congress allotted Niag-
ara more than $14 million last year for
upgrades.”

; Korb, a native of Long Island, noted
that while Gabreski contributes about
$100 million to Long Island’s economy,

viewing the Pentagon’s proposed clo-
sures. “This just doesn’t make sense”
that Gabreski would stay open and Ni-
agara would close, he said.

He said that it would be very diffi-
cult for part-time air personnel from
Niagara to travel to out-of-state bases to
train and that Long Island would be
better able than Western New York to
withstand a base closing economically.

Korb, now a senior fellow at the lib-
eral-leaning Center for American Prog-
ress in Washington, is one of Washing-
ton’s most prominent and oft-quoted
defense experts.

In another development, the Niaga-
ra Frontier Transportation Authority
board of commissioners is throwing its

/‘ The two bases perform different the Niagara base generates more than See Bases on Page B2

-
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pport behind efforts tokeepthe
%lagara Falls base open — and
will ask NFTA workers to do the

same

 The NFTA board Monday
unanimously approved-a resolu-
tion backing the Niagara Military
Affairs Council in its efforts to get
the base off the list for closing:
3 Commissioners also approved
‘plan“to send’ letters to the
'A’s 1,500 employees -asking
themtowntetothe Base Realign-

fnent and Closure. Commission- ~s:»,: = "
T fﬁlomngthelrsupportforkeepmg o
the base open.
“This is an important issue for
the Niagara Falls community and -

all of Western New York. I think
we need a full-court press,” said
Commissioner Henry M. Sloma,
who represents Niagara County.

“It

makes a lot of sense to .

show. support,” NFTA Chairman
Luiz F. Kah! said of the USA Niag- -
_ ara-led effort to amass 10,000 let-

ters before a June 27 hearing in
Buffalo on the Pentagon proposal.
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It would bea shame to shut down Nzagam Falls unit

By BriG. GeN. JamEs C. Cookx

- wonder if the Department of Defense -

c Inthe 1970s, Secretary of Defense Mel-

and. docks were supervised by the Air Na-

not take off with' a full” load of mtemal
tional Guard unit’s master sergeants.

fuel plus a full load of fuel for- refuehng
_The Air Force spent.millions of dollars to

-~ ~:}-and-the-U.S-Air-Force realize-the tal-=—in-1 5 instituted the Total Force Con-— -~ increase the length of the runway. from

.ent, expertise and years.of experience —

cept-integrating -active=duty; Teserve"and 9,100 feet” 10'10;000 feet; " thereby allowmg

.- A—they aredoing-away-with-by-closing- 1'-he—-(',‘,uard forces. This"doctrine has served  the unit to fully perform its mlSSIOIl from

Air Reserve Base at Niagara Falls and dis- -
banding its two major units, the 107th Air
Refueling Wing and the 914th Airlift
Wing.

Tam a former command,er of the 107th
when it was a fighter squadron, and it has
a long history. Members of the 107th were

flying the F-100C at Niagara.in 1968 when |

they were called to active duty by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson to support the con- |
flict in Vietnam.

Niagara’s Air National Guard unit was
assigned to a fighter wing at Tuy Hoa Air
Base in Vietnam.:In a matter of 2 month
and a half, a majority of the wing’s shops

_has experienced, combat-ready squad-
. no added

“the Air Force well. When it needs forces,it ~ Niagara Falls.
~ In addition, more ground fuel storage
tanks were installed, and a second fuel
pumping station was added to allow the
107th to refuel its own aircraft in the
event the Air Reserves were not available.
_I have addressed primarily the 107th,
but the 914th has received its share of ac-
colades through the years. I have worked
with previous commanders of the 914th
and found them to be proud of their ac-
complishments, especially of the unit’s
performance during Desert Smrm and

Desert Shield. -

Thé transfer of the 914th’s C-130s to

rons lmmedlai:ely available with little or

ust look at the number of call-ups of
the Air National Guard squadrons and in-
dividuals in the last five to 10 years. This’
can-do attitude is something I do not
think we should ignore, nor should we do
away with these talented, experienced

years ago, when the 107th be-
mmeana.lrtankuumt, it was notfu]]y
capable to perform air refueling missions
out of Niagara — its heavier aircraft could

thtle Rock, Ark,, as the Air Force central-
ly locates a large number of aircraft at one
base, does not sound strategically effec-
uve,alessonweleamedonDec.7 1411
believe the Little Rock AFB also is located
right in the middle of tornado alley, caus-

ing concern for eva.cuatlon to protect
these assets.

I suspect the skilled Air Natmnal
Guard and Air Force reservists now at Ni- -
agara would not consider traveling long
distances to fulfill the goal of a 20-year re-
tirement. It is a tragedy to let these expe-
rienced backup forces go, leaving an enor-
mous void in the defensepostureofthe-
United States.

Brig. Gen. James C. Cook NYANG (Ret.)isa
Jormer commander of the 107th Air Nation-
al Guard unit at Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Base. : o
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raga a- Falls NY-Air: F rce Reserve and Guard Base Th|s recommendatlon is.a:
ot m the natlons best""lnterest and’ appears ‘to-be. a Iack of . mteragency_,
uri "coordmatlon conS|der|ng the physical border Iocatron’?f*-r»- :

rgeet

,chrvrllan and it has'an. estrmated |mpac, -of $150 myllll n on regronal busrnesses

: ‘ \'ragaravf'alls has‘ veen kei"y’.;, ] -
-irmpact of thls deersron erIv be. devastatlng' to _the New: York Air Natrona| Guard v
will-m on's efforts to recruit.and retain miilitary personnel even :




June _4,‘2005

Chairman’Anthony J. Principi -~ =

Base Realignment and Closure Comm1551on

2521 South Clark Street R e

Suite 600" cLTed TR TR T e D T
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I was angered by the defense Department’s recommendation to close the Niagara Falls
. Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This decision is not in the nation’s best interest and
Ly st e s irreasthe B RAG- Commlsswn should‘reverse this decision and remove-then from the closure-

‘ list.

It is mind boggling to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions,
and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more
costly Active Duty bases.

Also; even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New
York Nlagara Falls has been key to rmhtary recruitment.

If thls deelslon goes through the 1mpact will be devastating to the New York Air Force
Reserve and the Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon’s efforts to recruit and
retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now.

AY

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/ Western New York cohlmunity and are
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon’s
! - recommendation and keep the base open.

L Smcerely,,_. e , L e
| o LaraPaIIOI@ | : ‘; '

(A coneerned Citizen) | .
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{1 Richard J. Wehle
us : - \_»»vOffjceothheDean

COLLEGE phone 716-888-2160 | fax 716-888-3211
Where leaders are made ‘ email albera@canisius.edu

CORRESPONDENCE\GENERAL\NIAGARA FALLS AIR 06065
June 6, 2006

Chairman Anthony J. Principi
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
v e 2521 South Clark Street v
. Suite 600 e T T T e B
i/ Arlington, VA 22202 o : ? ';

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I was distressed to learn the recent recommendations regarding base closings included the
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. Although I am hardly an expert on
such matters my intuition tells me this would not be a wise decision for several reasons.

The first and most important reason is the issue of home-land security. I would think
with all the attention being paid-to the country’s borders that having an active base in this
region is a good idea. - The fac111ty can serve as 4 marshalling point for redeployment of
security forces ‘and resources in-the event of threats, to.the security of the area and acts of
terrorism. As a military 1nstallatxon it is secure in ways that are not ‘available to purely
civilian installations. : ' L o

A close second is the economic impact the closing will have in an area that is already
suﬁ‘enng from many ‘economic reverses. The base has been.a stabilizing force for
' Westem New York A variety of economic initiatives are underway to- rev1tahze the
I “i‘] 'reglonal economy and -this “decision w111 reverse .in one. fell swoop efforts spanmng
i Iseveral'decades. : i

i Third and not to be ignored is the work those responsible for the operation of the base
have done to insure its efficient operation. I have been told that the costs to operate the
facility have been reduced by approximately.33% in recent years. I also find it. surprising
this facility’ has been singled out for closure when $35 million has been mvested in base
‘_‘1mprovements in the last decade e

& O

2001 Main Street | Buffalo NY 14208-1098 | 716-883-7000 | www.canisius.edu




Anthony J. Principi
June 6, 2006
Page 2

] S

Last but hardly least there are a number of local residents that serve in the reserves and
operate out of this facility. They have served their country well and I am sure they and
many. others want to continue their active commitment to the reserves. Closing this
facility will make this difficult for some and impossible for others.

I hope as further informa‘ﬁfih 'is gathered that you will reconsider your initial
recommendation and not close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base.
Thank you for your service and your consideration of this request.

ne r_ulyiqf',,‘_ ot BEERT AN

Antone F. Alber, Ph.D.
Dean :
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Jonathan Hall
48 Chapel Woobds
Williamsville, New York

S0

T2
Dear Mr. Principi, 09 2

My name is Jonathan Hall and I am 9 years old. 1 live in
‘Williamsville, New York near the Niagara Falls Air Force Base. I
am very upset that the base is closing. I think this base is very
important for many reasons.

The base is important because it protects Niagara Falls where
power plants are and the power plants are important to the whole
country. Second the base is important because many of the men
and women have fought in Iraq. It’s also important to the people so
they can still have a job. There are not many jobs where I live.

If the base closes my best friend will have to move away
because his Dad works on the base. I have been very sad since the
‘news was announced. Ryan Moore and I have been friends for five

years. We like to play all kinds of sports together. We spend lots of
time at each other’s houses and we went to Disney World together

‘when, hlS father came home from Iraq.. Most of all Ryan is a kind
'person and he is always a good friend to me. If Ryan moved away
I would feel very lonely.

That is why I think the base should stay open. Please do not
close the base.

_Sincerely,



AN

G
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From: (Karen Wade)
Date: 05/25/05 14:22:26

To: info@nimac.org
Subject: Niagara Air Base Closing Protest

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by
Karen Wade () on Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 14:22:24

zip: 14092

comments:

Chairman Anthony J. Principi

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

~ Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners,

It is with mixed feelings that I submit this letter to you for your
thoughtful consideration. I fully apprec1ate the transparent and

_ independent review that the commission undertook on military base _

closings. The importance and efforts required of these reviews has
not gone unnoticed. But I am disappointed the Niagara Falls Air
Reserve Station was included on the list for closing. But also very

~ hopeful that by taking a closer look at what this base means to the

local communities it will enable the commission to look to grow the
Nlagara base.

The Western N.Y. area has been, how shall I say, not very robust when
it comes to the economic picture. If I could state some examples of

the problems our area is now facing, and how continuing to maintain
the base and even grow it would be such a boost for the local
communities.

The counties of Niagara (which includes the base) and Erie do not
have the corporate base for creating a vibrant successful community.
Y(i‘)u will find that the Niagara Air Reserve Station to be one of the
largest employers in our area. The loss of this employer would deal
another devastating blow to the local economy.

‘We have all heard the recent problems that General Motors is

experlencmg Well GM is our other big employer.

The City of Buffalo a 20 minute drive from the base has been under a
‘ﬁnancml control board for close to a year now, because the city
leaders could not manage the city effectively.

And now Erie County is on the verge of a control board because of

po?r fiscal management.

* >From a pure economic point of view this argues two very strong

reasons for keeping the base and growing the base. One, It maintains
in our area a large employer. Additionally the local governments have
shown they are unable to fiscally manage their respective

Page 1 of 2
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communities. Thus closing the base and offering incentives to develop
alternatives would not be a wise investment.

We understand and appreciate that the major function of this review

is to insure effective military readiness to meet any and all threats

against the United States. With the security of our nation paramount
during these reviews and decisions. Our hope in the community is that
there is an expanded role for the Niagara base in homeland security.

We are situated within minutes and a couple hours of major border
crossings with Canada where we know from September 11th that many of
the terrorists transited. An expanded role for the base would not

“only help in addressing the economic issues listed above, but enhance

the security of the Great Lakes region, where we have major power
plant facilities, border crossing infrastructure and the Great Lakes
themselves an important source of the nation’s fresh water supply.

I would be remise if I did not mention the extreme pride the
community has that comes from having the 914th Airlift Wing, 107th
Air Refueling Wing, 865th Support Hospital and 277th Quartermasters
as neighbors in our community. It has been one of the major bright
spots for sometime in our community. The yearly air show they put

on “Thunder over Niagara” is enjoyed by families and attended by
hundreds of thousands. We are extremely proud of the contributions to
this nation and to our community that the men and women of these
units have given over their storied history in Western New York. We
hope that the commission will reconsider the closure of the Niagara
Falls Air Force reserve base, while looking to expand its role.

Sincerely,
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wade Jr.

submit: Send Letter

Page 2 of 2
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From: (John B. Blyth) ) !'%?Eij’(f?"-:)\
Date: 05/25/05 12:11:02 4 ur )]
To: info@nimac.org ' C;\J LL//

Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition

05272005

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by
John B. Blyth () on Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 12:11:00

platform: We oppose the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base
address1: 811 Kimball Tower

city: Buffalo

state: NY

zip: 14214-3079

comments: This base is vital to preserving the peace in the WNY area. The power authority alone needs
defending! '

submit: Submit Petition

file://C:\Documents and Settings\Mommy\Local Settings\Application Data\IM\Runtime\Messa... 5/25/2005




From: (Jeffrey H Brodsky)

Date: 05/25/05 13:57:04

To: info@nimac.org

Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by
Jeffrey H Brodsky () on Wednesday, May 25, 2005 at 13:57:02

Page 1 of 1
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05272005

platform: We oppose the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base

address1: 170 Allen St

city: Lockport

state: NY

zip: 14094

comments: Enter your own comments here.

submit: Submit'Petition

5/25/2005
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. Group sometimes deviated from'its own ratmg system. "There were
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' LJ j D Harold Cummings
"u e 104 Woodside Ave
i Buffalo, NY 14220
716-822-6762
BRAC Commission
Washington D.C. 0 5 2 7 2 0 O 5
Clo NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full-and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strateglcally placed and fully expandable It should be expanded rather than closed

; S
Accordmg to the Nlagara Mlhtary Affalrs Councnl R T :_._.'.4 R
~ @ ..Closure of Niagara would reduce ‘the Air Force presence in NY. by 40%, and eliminate
~-1i. 22 - the last Federal :AiriForce flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been
~+ o modernized with’$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways whlch have lmproved
-+ the'operational effectiveness of the wings.

. ® We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost—efﬁment
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

@ Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

@ Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft w1thout any m1]1tary construction.

B

Accordmg to the Buffalo News artlule on. May 25, 2005 N

Top Air Force officials relied on their!" collectlve Judgment" ‘
Niagara Falls base for closure, dxsregardmg mlhtary value. rankr r gs that showed Nragara \ |
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air F orce spokesman Douglas Karas ‘
said the Air Force's "mission compatlbllltly index" was just one ‘of the, factors consrdered in'the -
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with a1rl1ft.mlss1ons“ were slated to staly
open when they had lower "MCI" scores‘than Niagara, Karas said !the Base Closure Executwe |
e | \ses inthe analysis process
where lower ranked: bases were retained," Karas said. "In thosé' case the Base Closure Executive
Group used their collective-judgment, that; when combinéd with thelMCI;iscores resulted in the
retention of-lower-ranked installations. This was trué in Nragaras! casel" b

A lobbyist for New. York:State on the issue, John M. Simmons/ §aid hL Alir Force's response
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judg menta] and not.an analytical,

process." The Pentagon was supposed to judge each base pri‘rnahly oft‘its'military value - yet in

i
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this case the Air Force bypassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Force in
their response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analytical tool . . .

created for the BRAC process,” Simmons said. "They simply took the position that their
judgment trumped the analysis.”

Considering these facts and figures; [ am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the ‘
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war

on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our
State and local communities well. :

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter.

Sincerely, / B o T T o
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Melissa Cummings

104 Woodside Ave
Buffalo, NY 14220
716-822-6762

BRAC Commission

Washington D.C.

C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

05272005

Dear Commissioners:

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's

_economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present
military contributions can not be understated.

. The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also
strateg1cally placed and fully expandable It should be expanded rather than closed.

Accordmg to the Nlagara Mllltary Affalrs Councll L ETERT e AT hOOE
.. Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air. Force presence in NY by 40%, and ehmmate
. the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara-has.been .-
modernized w1th $35M in new. facilities and lengthened runways which have 1mproved
_ the operational effectlveness of the wings. ; : - T
e We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command.

e Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a

region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates.

=« Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model
aircraft w1thout any mllrtary construction.

i Accordmg tp ,the lB‘uffalo News artlcle on ‘May 25, 2005 | L

|| Top}Alr Force ofﬁclals relied on thelr "collectwe judgment” in dec1d1ng to recl

|
1
: l
loutperformmg several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman r]Douglas Karaswl
;said 's "|mrss10n compatibility index" was just one of the factors con51dere'd“1111‘the}
ibase- closulre dec1s10ns Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were‘l‘st,:lated to-Stay |
jopen when:i they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closrllre Exe,

| T |
‘Group: sometlmes dev1ated from its.own rating system. "There were cases in the,analys1s process

i |
‘uwhere‘llowie'n ranked{bases were retained,” Karas said. "In those cases, the Base- Closure Executlve

Group used therr ccllectwe judgment, that, when combined with the MCI- scores,‘}xresulte l/in
retention of lower-ranked installations. This.was true in Nlagaras case. LI 1 '; o 3 .l' Gt
A lobbylst for New York State on, the.i issue, John M..Simmons, said the Air Force s response
proves that the base closure recommendations followed "a judgmental, and not an analytlcal

process." The Pentagon was supposed to judge each base primarily on its military value ! yet in




this case the Air Force bypassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Force in
their response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analytical tool . . .
created for the BRAC process,” Simmons said. "They simply took the position that their
judgment trumped the analysis."

Considering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war
on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our
State and local communities well. :

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter.

Sincerely, - - e S
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" Arthur S. Fijalkowski

May 24, 2005
1259 French Road, Apt 6
Cheektowaga, New York 14043

BRAC Commission [}%E@EWE@

Washington DC. 3
c/o NIMAC '
P.0O. Box 231 05272005

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231
Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's
recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force
Reserve Base. This recommendation is obviously a
horrendous mistake that has been decided based upon
little insight into our units capabilities and our
accomplishments. I am strongly urging the BRAC
Commission reverse this decision and remove the Niagara
Falls Base from the list immediately.

Why has the BRAC Commission decided to take our mission
and our aircraft and put them on more costly active duty
bases, when the guard and reserves have proven their
capabilities to stand and fight proudly with our active
duty counterparts, while operating at a fraction of the
cost? Additionally, why are they moving these aircraft

to more. volatlle locations where hurricanes and

tornadoes are more prevalent? ¢kf,j“E‘1
‘ ) ' | l ! !
Did the comm1ss1on consider our involvement in Operatlon
Iragi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom? Our unit .
sustained some of the worst conditions while constantly
being pulverized by sand storms and temperatures in the
130 degree range; yet we maintained a 98% on-time flight
ratio while flying missions 24 / 7. While operating in
Operation Iragi Freedom, we participated in the largest
gathering of Cl130’'s ever in one location and did you
know that the 914" unit is the lead night vision C-130

unit in the entire Reserves? I have not even scratched




. the surface on the countless missions and excursions our
'unit has participated in, as well as the well trained
- personnel that our unit possesses.

Additionally, the Commission should consider our
‘allegiance to the mission and some of the greatest folks
from any single unit. The Guard and Reserve has a sense
of ownership to their assets that will never be found in
\any active duty unit; I know I am a proud Reserve member
of the 914th, and spent 12 years on here in Niagara

| .

Falls and on active duty.

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to
remove Niagara Falls ARS from the Pentagon's recommended
list of base closures and to stop the degradation of our
military and its mission abilities.

Sincerely,

e 4 Bl

Arthur S. Fijalkowski
USAFR, 914" AW/MXMCF




David Thoménn - E@EWE@

6603 South Transit R )
May 24, 2005 |
Lockport, New York 14094

BRAC Commission 05272005
Washington DC.

c/o NIMAC

P.0. Box 231

Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners:

I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's .
recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force
Reserve Base. This recommendation is obviously a
horrendous mistake that has been decided based upon

little insight into our units capabilities and our
accomplishments. I am strongly urging the BRAC

Commission reverse this decision and remove the Niagara
Falls Base from the list immediately.

Why has the BRAC Commission decided to take our mission
and our aircraft and put them on more costly active duty
bases, when the guard and reserves have proven their
capabilities to stand and fight proudly with our active
duty counterparts, while operating at a fraction of the
cost? Additionally, why are they moving these aircraft
to more volatile locations where hurricanes and
tornadoes are more prevalent?

— R E e —— e R e S T e e, e T e e e

Did the commission consider our involvement in Operation
Iragi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom? Our unit
sustained some of the worst conditions while constantly
being pulverized by sand storms and temperatures in the
130 degree range; yet we maintained a 98% on-time flight
ratio while flying missions 24 / 7. While operating in
Operation Iragi Freedom, we participated in the largest
gathering of C130’s ever in one location and did you
know that the 914*" unit is the lead night vision C-130
unit in the entire Reserves? I have not even scratched
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the surface on the countless missions and excursions our
unit has participated in, as well as the well trained
personnel that our unit possesses.

Additionally, the Commission should consider our
alleglance to the mission and some of the greatest folks
from any single unit. The Guard and Reserve has a sense
?F ownership to their assets that will never be found in
any active duty unit; I know I am a proud reserve member
?ﬁ the 914th, and spent 10 years on active duty.

i’urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to
remove Niagara Falls ARS from the Pentagon's recommended

ﬂlst of base closures and to stop the degradation of our.

mllltary and its mission abilities.

Sincerely,

Dav1d Thomann Jr
USAFR

e — e e e — e e e e e e e P SR
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May 16, 2005 L

BRAC Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

To Whom It May Concern:

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New York be
closed. As Niagara County’s second largest employer with 3,000 full and part-time employees, this would
be devastating to the region’s economy.

1 am a former resident of Lewiston, New York, who now lives in New York City. Fortunately, I endured 9-
11 and its aftermath. The uncertainty of my safety and security was fortified because of the strength of our
troops—in Western New York in particular. Why?

Remember, suspected Al Qaeda members were found in Western New Yprk.' Remember, four border

crossings directly into Canada exist in Western New York. In fact, the U.S. Border Patrol. constantly... .~ —- e
P == apprehends immigrants trying to enter the U.S. through Canada. ‘Terrorists can and possibly have done the

same. The U.S. Border Patrol and the U.S. Coast Guard cannot effectively protect us alone without the

military support of the Niagara Falls Air Base. (Bear in mind, these two constituents are often stationed at

the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.) In the event of a terrorist attack or migration, we need to act

quickly on all fronts. The Niagara Falls Air Base is therefore crucial.

What’s more, the Lewiston Power Vista distributes power to much of New York State. This as you know,
i makes Western New York a prime target for terrorism. I endured the blackout of a few years ago and [
! certainly do not think you would want our power to be compromised.

Lastly, I have attended several of the Niagara Falls Air Base International Air Shows. The thousands in
attendance spoke for itself. The Western New York community, our Canadian neighbors, and even
visitors, like me, understand the importance of our armed forces considering today’s world events. The
caliber of employees and troops of the Niagara Falls Air Base is second to none. Several MWR/Services
awards have been given to both the military and civilians, Family Support awards have been granted, and
the 914™ and 107™ sections of the air base have been recognized with numerous Air Force awards.

The reality is the outstanding men and women of the 107™ Air Refueling Wing and 914™ Airlift Wing have
been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 1 implore you to lend
your support and ensure that the Niagara Falls Air Base remains open.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Natalie Slipko
41-1546"St,4d4
Sunnyside, NY 11104
Kiksplit29@aol.com
(917) 716-5848

B s TN - —_— = R [OTRSRE



441 Morgan Drive
Lewiston, NY 14092
May 19, 2005

Dear BRAC Commission:

I have been employed for the past ten years as a Marketing Director for the
MWR/Services department at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. I was very surprised when
it was announced by the Pentagon that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station was listed on the
BRAC closure list. As Niagara County’s second largest employer with nearly 3000 full and part-

-time employees, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region’s economy.

I totally understand that the Pentagon wants to reduce operating costs, but at what price?
From what I have read, units here at Niagara Falls are being moved to different locations
throughout the country. However, has anyone thought of how this decision is going to affect the
Reservists and Guardsmen? These units are not being relocated to a base that is near Niagara,

- but thousands of miles away: -My co-workers will now-have to commute thousands.of miles in
}ji1 " order to serve théir country. Notx to mention, these Reservists and Guardsmen will haveto |
’i, |‘ relocate in order to find a new full time job at their new duty station. Otherwise, they will have
{: ' to spend their paychecks to pay for travel costs every month for their drill. It really does not
i ] ~ make any sense. Along with this, definitely from my experience in dealing with the troops
't stationed here at Niagara, thelir morale will decline. Ithought my job as well as DoD in general

was to support our troops at any costs? I feel that the troops’ morale has not been a factor in this

decision and it should have been a major factor.

The Niagara Falls ARS is the only base in the U.S. that is located near four border
crossings along with the New! York State Power Authority Hydropower complex that provides
power to the Northeast United States Grid. Many of the 250,000 citizens in the Greater Western
New York area feel much safer with the Base located here because it provides a military
presence in the area.

Over the years, the USCG as well as the U. S. Border Patrol not only trained here at
Niagara, but also, they have launched their helicopters from Niagara. Let us not forget, terrorists
have been arrested in Buffalo a few years ago as well as the U.S. Border Patrol constantly arrest
people trying to sneak into the U.S. from Canada. The Base is strategically located to support
the War on Terror and to patrol our borders. In my opinion, to secure our border even better and
that the Base has one of the longest runways in the Northeast, the Base should host a fighter
_wing to patrol our borders. Therefore 1t should not be closed, but expanded to accommodate )

thls addltlonlal mlhtary unit! | UHT E ;t T
Pt ‘ “The cloémg of Nlagara Falls would reduce the Air Force 1 presence inNY by 40% and
' ehn'nnatclthe last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. S1nce 1995, the Base has been
modernized with $3 S5M in projects as well as operating costs have been reduced by at least 25%
(Data futnished by the Niagara Military Affairs Council). In addition to these facts, Niagara is
the best AFRC installation in recruiting with over a 100% manning rate. This means that the
installation is doing its job well with recruiting new members as well as keeping current
reservists enrolled in the military. .
Along with the strategic location of the Niagara Falls ARS on four border crossings, the
Base faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints. This means that the Base
could handle additional aircraft and air traffic. The Base also hosts many other Federal
Government agencies, military units and civic organizations for training purposes. Therefore,




the Niagara Falls ARS is being used by many other various agencies instead of strictly by the Air
Force.

According to the Pentagon’s closure list, it seems like the military units that are located in
the northern part of the U.S. are being moved south. Why is this being done? Bases in the north
like Niagara Falls do not have as extreme weather conditions as people experience in the south
such as tornados, hail, and even hurricanes. Back in the early 1990s, bases like Homestead AFB
were damaged due to Hurricane Andrew. A few military installations were damaged last year
due to hurricanes while bases in the north like Niagara Falls did not close or were damaged due
to inclement weather. Years ago, Niagara Falls once hosted aircraft from other bases that were
being hit with a hurricane. Besides this, should not our troops be trained in all different types of
weather instead of hot weather all of the time?

In regards to the 914™ and 107™, both of these units have won numerous Air Force
military and civilian awards along with being recognized in the local community. By relocating
these units, I am sure that DoD will lose many of these highly skilled individuals because if the
troops are ordered to relocate, there is a possibility thatithey will ¢ither resign or retire from the. R
. mlhtary Agam the closmg of this base will hurt troop morale. As$ far as the civilians that’ are ‘ I g
i ' f y i employed on the base, many of them will probably chose not to relocate and enter into the -

T Y cw111an job:force. This means that DoD will lose all of this corporate knowledge.
i By closing many Reserve bases, the Pentagon is really hurting the local communities
ﬁnanc1ally, support for the military, and the Employer Support the Guard/Reserve program
‘ (ESGR) Bases that are lopated in small towns and cities seem to foster “grass roots” support for
) the troops because these troops live in the community. Local companies support the ESGR
t " program by permitting the\Reserwsts to serve our country. The way the world is today, the
military needs as much community support as possible. By combining many of these bases, the
Pentagon will lose this sup'port as well as it will definitely have a negative impact on towns like
ones surrounding Niagara | Falls.
In closing, 1 humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the
Niagara Falls Air Reserve Stanon The outstanding Reservists and Guardsmen of the 914™
Airlift Wing and 107™ Air Refuehng Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front as
well as fighting the war on| terror overseas. By consolidating Reserve units into active duty bases
really does not support Reservist’s troop morale,
Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important topic.

- Sincerely,
R
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- ! Jetry'D. Slipko

\ ? : - Jds915@msn.com
T 716-754-8465
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Date: Friday, May 27, 2005 9:53 AM
From: rip0C@aol.com
To: info@nimac.org
€C: CBROWN7447@aol.com
Subject: Niag Falis Air Base

To whom it may concern

I enlisted in the NY Air Guard March of 1949 shortly after its inception in December of 1948 .

I served on active duty when we were Federalized for the Korean Conflict.

With extension time served I was Honorably discharged in 1952.

I re enlisted in 1963 under the "Try One" Program. And shortly after, became an air technician until 1967. Again with an
Honorable Discharge.

I had a hard time merely accepting the 107th going from a fighter squadron to an air refueling wing. Now the closing of
the Air Base is just unimaginable.

A long history of activation after activation and the Niagara Falls Air Bases support of the overall picture supporting both
Domestic and foreign duties should speak for its self. Not only for the 107th but also the 914th of which is at the same

locale

depot etc. too many to mention.

The amount of money recently spent to upgrade this Air Base is of importance as well. Improved runways larger fuel

In short the NFAB has more than done its duty and now with the massive improvements should contmue to do so.

I respectfully request you NOT close this base.

Robert E Wright
Fmr S/Sgt NYANG
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