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I g m m w s k i  
86 Tyler Street 

Depew, NY 14043 
7 16-603-3207 

BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 - 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 

I 

. - economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
I I I  1 military contributions can not be understated. "' I / !  , ,  

' ?he base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
" I  1 1 I 1 Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
2 .  

I substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and klly expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military -ins Council: 
" Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air ~ d r c e  presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 

the last Federal Aii Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
kodernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our BaseOperations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

. According to the   of fa lo News article.oa May 25,2005: , ,,, , ii,, / ' I !  1 , 1 i , , ii .'. ' I' a' $ I 1  / I I I ~ d ~ i $ i ~  ~orcdofiiiald relied dn their "collective judgnient'' id ifeciding t o i $ x p ~ e p d  their . 
I 

1 '  / ?$agar< Fall& 6ase for closure, disregarding military value rahkings*ifhii shp,wdd I'fiagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift rniskions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 

I Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There werd $aFe: in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained,' Karas said. "In those cas& the{Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the ,MFI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true,in Niagara's case!',' ' 

A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said thlk Air Force's response 
proves that the baseclosure recommendations followed "a iudmenta~i'and not an analvtical, 
process." The Pentapon was supposed to judge each base primarily on its military value - yet in 





ARCADIS 6/20/2005 
ARCADIS GBM, Inc. 

Infrastructure, buildings, environment, communications 7288 Hayes HOIIOW ~d 

West Falls, NY 14170 

Tel716 655 2409 

Fax 716 655 4307 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi www.arcad~sus.corn 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street I 

Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 
- 
Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am disappointed and upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to I 

close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation 
is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission should reverse Dae: 
this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the closure list. 06 June 2005 

' It is no secret that closing the base would have a devastating economic impact cmtaa. 

on our region: The base is Niagara County's second-largest employer with Erich Zimmerman, PE 
more than 3,000 full- and part-time military and civilians, and it has an 
estimated impact of $1 50 million on regional businesses. Phone: 71 6 655 2409 

That said, it is also dificult to understand why the Air Force has decided to 
take planes, missions and jobs away from SO many Air Guard and Air Reserve ezimmeman@arca&s- 
bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. us.com 

The media has reported that the military is facing significant challenges in 
recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major military installation 
in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The 
impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National 
Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military 
personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

. - - "  
i ' *i7 + -21: id7 !L 

The ~$@?dd , i ~ v  IIIiiI?/- b lll%;gql" i' bdiness community stands with the ~ i a & m  / I 
~alls@esterd Neyj p k  community in support of the Niagara Falls Air Foice ! 

! j' ' l l Y ,a@; Guard Base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
i 

II 

recommendation and keep the base open. 

Part of a bigger picture 
I 



To Whom It May Concern: 

The recent BRAC announcement that the Niagara Falls Air Force Base may possibly be closed 
brings concern and sadness to everyone who cares about the Niagara Falls area, the people who 
live and work there and, most importantly, the military presence in the community along with the 
those who serve there. The numerous military and economic contributions made over the years 
through the Niagara Falls AFB have made our country safer and helped to enhance the economy 
of an area that has been economically deficient over'the past 30 years. It goes without saying that 
the area can ill afford to lose more jobs. Our country should not be subjected to leaving another 
door open for terrorists by decreasing our defense options and handing them a perfect opportunity 
to destruct a vulnerable area. For the military attached to this base who are actively serving our 
country throughout the world at this time, the BRAC announcement must most certainly affect 
their morale and perhaps cause them to question why they are doing what they are doing if the 
people back home do not attach importance to their home base. Those men and women deserve 
tremendous gratitude and support for their sacfices, and they deserve to know that they will 
return home to continued support at an active military facility that is recognized as such by our 
country. 

As a former resident of Niagara Falls who lived in the NorfoWVirginia Beach area for 20 years, 
where there is a heavy Navy, Army and Air Force presence, I definitely understand how important 
every branch of the military is and how magniticently those members serve the citizens of this 

% ii -1 Fountry. w e  thei~ia~ara '  ~al ls  AFB% on a smaller scale, the importkce' ih never the leg? th6 1 1 '  1 1 r 111 I,! bery &me. Therefore, I respectfYy request that my request to keep this important facility open 

' 

i 
' ' ' be added to the many others who have voiced the same sentiments. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen M. Len 
205 Catalpa Lane S. 
Pinehurst, NC 28374 
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612012005 

: BRAC COMMISSION: WASHINGTON D.C 

HI, MY NAMI? IS JOEIN SIMON AND I LTVE IN SLOAN N.Y. I'M 

WRITING YOU TO ASK IF YOU CAN PLEASE CONSIDER LEAVING 

THE NIA FALLS AIR BASE OPEN PLEASE. I'M A FATHER OF 2 

LITTLE GIRLS AND THEY BOTH LOVE THE ARMY PLANE'S. I 

- - TOOK MY DAUGHTER'S AND MY WIFE TO THE AIR SHOW LAST 

YEAR TO SEE THE BLUE ANGLES. IT RAINED THE FIRST DAY WE 

WENT SO THE ANGLES DIDN'T FLY, SO I TOOK THEM<BACK THE 

NEXT DAY TO SEE THEM AND IT WAS TO CLOUDY FOR THEM 

TO FLY AGAIN, BUT TO SEE THE LOOK ON MY DAUGHTER'S 

I FACE'S WHEN I TOOK THEM IN THE PLANE'S AND THE 

PICTURE'S I TOOK, AND THE FUN THEY HAD THAT WEEKEND 

1 I CAN'T REPLACE.AS A FATHER OF 2 AND MARRIED,THE LITTLE 

THING'S IN LIFE-MEAN ALOT TO PEOPLE LIKE-MY FAMILY. 

SPENDING A WEEKEND AT THE AIR SHOW OR JUST SEEING THE 

PLANE'S PRACTICECLANDING ON DAY'S WE DON'T HAVE 

ANYTHING TO DO MEAN'S ALOT TO MY KIDIS.THE LOOK IS 

PRICELESS. YOU HAVE KID'S TO SO YOU NO THAT LOOK. 

YOU DO ANYTHING TO SEE THAT LOOK AGAIN. SEEING THEM 



. - - -  .. - . . - . . . . . .  - - . - -  . . . . . - . . .  

1 
BRAC Commktloa 

612012005 
Debra J. Marley 

3950 DeVeaux Street 
Niagara Falls, NY 14305 

June 3,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Anthony J .  Principi 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the 
nation's best interest and the BRAC commission should reverse this decision 
and remove them from the closure list. Please reconsider your decision. 

Sincerely, 

8hw% 
Debra J. Marley _ ,' - i 

- . -  ,i-,-- ec' ;, 1 :  ' - -, ' c  
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S 4295 South Buffalo Street Orchard Park, New York 141 27-2609 

Phone: (716) 662-6410 TOWN CLERK 
Fax: (71 61 662-64 13 JAMIS A. COLARUSSO 

June 3,2005 
I 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 

I Suite 600 
.wt7pm, VA 22202 . . 

I ,  
- - 

Dear Chairman ~rincihi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the 
BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the closure 
list. .. . ! 

1t9i,$6 &ret that closing the base would have o devastating economic mpact on our mgon: The ,. I ,  . 
i babZ i s  ~ i a ~ a r i  'County's second-largest ernpioyer R-ith more ihan 3,000 full- and pan-time 

military w d  civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regioml businesses. .. 

~ h a t " A d ,  it ii &so difficult to undirstarld why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions 
and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

The media has reported that the military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war 
time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has 

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York 
community in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base, and its retention. 
Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

* 

. )  

I .  ' . , .  , . L o  2 
" - 

1 :> . * ,:.~ , . sincerely yours, * I . d T , . .-. . ,":- . ... . 
. - . , ., . a  , : . , .. '. . . .. . , . : 3.1- . "7' 

L ,' :' . r ,,,+*td: ,:,. :-" 
' I v ; , $ +  *- "-<;-,'- , ' - - .  ". :.J :.,.;: . ' ' - 'r: 

- 2  5 ' s . .  . 3 ,  P I  * "' ' 
* *.-d T', ,-$ ,. ,-.* 2,' - - . -  " .. , "-; : :,--- 7 T c ., . , 

cc: Town %Board of the Town . of . Orchard f ark 
, . . . 

I i 
* ,  1 - 

- \ 
1 .  

visit the Town 5 website at mnv.o'jchardparkn~org 



2 . 

~at$&@k%&@ Daum 
1968 Marshall Rd/Lydmd;lle ~ j .  

585-765-9682 ('-h?$ , 

BRAC Commission 

I 
Washington D.C. - 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: - 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies witfiin close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
1 Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 

the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 

2 We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most costefficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

3 Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in 
a region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

4 Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
. aircraft without iny military construction. 

L 
According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their , 

Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
' 

outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in $e 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to st+y 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive - 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure 
Executive Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, 
resulted in the retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagarals case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's resmnse 
proves that the baseclosure recommendations followed "aiudgmental. and not an analytical, 
process." The Pentagon was su~msed to judge each base ~rimarilv on its militarv value - yet in 
this case the Air Force bwassed the tool it created for iudrrina. militarv value. "The Air Force in 



- 
I 

?,, . ;- 
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M A C  Conmkdan 
_J- 

I 
- 

612012005 1 
-2- 

\ '2, 

-1 - -. ----- %-I- ,-- 

I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to renidve Niagara Falls 
Air Reserve Station from the Pentagon's recommended list ofbase closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Very Respectfully, 

& J y d d u  
Jean I. Salvatore 



their response acknowledge that they themselves innored the results of a key an&@&(&?l. . . 
created for the BRAC process." Simmons said. "They simply took the position that their 
judgment trumped the analysis." , 

Considering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of 
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the 
$recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the 
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the 
war on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have sewed their country and represented 
our State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter. 

Sincerely, 

D d  )C&--u/ 
(Signature) 



June 8,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment 8 Cbure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Subject Possible Closure of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The possibility of dosing the Niagara Falls Air Regewe Base as recommended by 
Pentagon offidals. causes me great.constemation for the s a e f  the dthens-of- I A- 

- -_-- 
the Westem New Y m  Region and our Country's bmbat readiness. This is a big 
mistake. 

I find it appalling that the active duty forces have seen fit to take planes. missions 
and jobs away from so many dedicated and militarily proficient members of both 
the Air Force Reserveand the New Yo& Air National Guard based at the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Base- Their unit histories are replete with successes in meeting 
and exceeding the Active Duty Force's expectations, particdally when called upon 
to perform h ambat theatre of operations. Most reasonable and informed Miens 
interpret the Pentagon's actions as declaring "waf on the reserve forces. Don't let 
this happen. Their future is in your hands. 

I also find it appalling to accept a reduction in the combat ready reserve forces and 
- 

resouroes at a time when our Country is militarily over extended with wudd ' 
challenges and commitments ranging from Afghanistan to Iraq, along with 
numerous other countries. 

I join with fellow Western New Yorkers in voicing in the stmngest terms possible to 
+ - m o v e - ~ - E l ~ r a - F a l l s - A i r - R e ~ e r v e - ~  

of Base dosures. I am sure you realize the 914th Airlift Wing is the last Air Force 
. Resewe-mng unit in New Yak State. Unfortunately, av State has e x p i e d  a 

constant history of cut backs in Air Force activity. The history of the 107th Air 
Refueling Wing. New Yorlc Air National Guard is as impressive as any active duty. 
organization, operating at a fraction of the cost of an active unit. 

Thank you for your attention. 1 



NORMA HIGGS 
MPO BOX 2132 

NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14302 
716 282-3599 

May 22,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D. C. 

To Members of the BRAC Commission 

I am writing this letter to state my support of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. My reasons are 
simply that we are, as residents of Niagara County and Western New York, in a strategic location and should be 

-- very zoncemd-~5ot:t-h0meland-security-i~~?1~~. 
I 

We are located at an international border with four border crossing bridges to protect. We are located at 
the center of two of the largest power producing facilities in the United States and Canada. These facilities are 
responsible for power supply to a vast area throughout the north eastern corridor ofiboth countries. Adjacent to 
this facility is a private university adding several students to our population during the icademic year. We are 
located with three world class casino gaming establishments in our midst drawing tdousands of attendees each 

I day, which is a cause of concern for members of certain ethnic and religious backgi6u'nds. We sit with large 
resources of chemical producing industries (although greatly downsized over the ydhs) in the center of the City 
of Niagara Falls and other areas of Western New York. We are located with one of !he most famous tourist 
attractions in the world at our door,step which brings millions of visitors to this area every year with many of 
these visitors from foreign  land^.^ ' -: 

The above issues along with the economic impact of this base being the second largest employer in 
Niagara County has brought additional fears to this community. We look to our government for protection, 
both at the local police department level, the County Sheriffs Department and the New York State Police. But 
homeland security is a much larger and more unknown cause for worry among private citizens. A strong 
military presence in the midst of all of the risk factors stated above (and I am sure I missed many more) says a 
lot for the level of protection we have come to enjoy. Just hearing and seeing these military planes overhead 

1 
I 

brings a certain sense of trust in our government. The other side of the coin is that this presence is certainly a . - - .  
1 deterre3, w&ding of fmy possible threats to this area. , 

1 ( I  1 8 1  V I  i 1 1 , I ,  t l ~ l ,  

i $ 1  1 '  I, 
I 5 :  

We are proud of the contributions the Niagara Falls kir  Reserve 
over the years. They have taken an active role in bur community from partic/pgtion at bur events to actualiy 

i assisting in collectidg roadside trash and other clean up and beautificatio* effoiti.  he$ have served our 
country well in the course of their active duty around the world. They deserve 'stability as they continue to 
serve. 

A loss of this base is a loss that cannot be measured in words but I hope you will take my effort in 
consideration as you review this list. 

:z;;&&u 
Norma Higgs 
A concerned citizen and resident of Niagara Falls 



May 20,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington DC. 
c/o NIMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Re: Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base 

- - Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 
- -- - - 

I write respectfully to express my support for the continued operation of 
the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base and to oppose the Defense 
Department's recommendation to close it. I respectfully urge you to remove 
the Niagara Falls base from the DOD's list of proposed closures. 

1 ' 
In a time when the,broadest possible support for the nation's armed 

forces and their missions i s  essential, the DOD's plan to consolidate bases and 
to remove them - mainly $0 the south and west - is counterproductive. Local 
support for the armed forces is strengthened by the knowledge that many of 
our neighbors are engaged in duty by their work on local bases. Removing 
such bases from our communities may result in erosion of such support. 

The Niagara Falls base is especially worth saving. First, the federal 
government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls since 1995 in 
new facilities. Second, the Niagara Falls base is one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. Third, Western New York 
regularly exceeds manning rates. Finally, Niagara Falls faces no physical 
encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base 

- and adjacent t o  the installaticn for expansion,-- ------- - - -- 
I 

I ,I  
I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove 

Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and 
I 

to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 



d 
,- : - BRAC Conmirtka 
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I 

612012005 1 
7 June, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 
C/O NIMAC 
PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Chairman Principi & BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Station. This recommendation is a terrible mistake, and I urge the '~ 
BRAC to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls base from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Defense Department has decided to take planes, I 

missions, and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on I 
1 

more costly active duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the I 
I 

base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq, because they are the lead night 
vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? You must also recognize: 

- The Federal Government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls 
since 1995 in new facilities, and is currently constructing a $6.2 million Military 
Entrance Processing Station there to serve Western New York & Northwest 
Pennsylvania. 

- Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33 percent (to 
include a 25 percent reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost- 
efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

4 

I 

- Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a ' 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100 percent manning 1 

rates. 

- Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate eight additional C- 130H 
model aircraft without any military construction. 

- Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints 
and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

- Placing the majority of the Air Forces C-130 planes at one base in Little Rock, 
AR does not appear to be a militarily strategic move. Have we forgotten the 
lessons learned at Pearl Harbor, HI ? 

- 

I 

I 

I 

I I 

I 

I ~ 
, 

~ 
I 

, 
I 

I 

, I I 
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612012005 
7 June, 2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 
C/O NIMAC 
PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Chairman Principi & BRAC Commissioners: 

It is hard to understand why the Defense Department has decided to take planes, 
missions, and jobs away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on 
more costly active duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the 
base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq, because they are the lead night 
vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? You must also recognize: 

1 - The Federal Government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls 
since 1995 in new facilities, and is currently constructing a $6.2 million Militaw 
Entrance Processing Station there to serve Western New York & Northwest 
Pennsylvania. 

- Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33 percent (to 
include a 25 percent reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost- 
efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

- Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100 percent manning 
rates. 

- Niagara Falls existing infi-astructure can accommodate eight additional C-130H 
, model aircraft without any military construction. 

- Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints 
and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

- Placing the majority of the Air Forces C-130 planes at one base in Little Rock, 
AR does not appear to be a militarily strategic move. Have we forgotten the 
lessons learned at Pearl Harbor, HI ? 

I 

I I 

1 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara 
FallsAir Reserve Station. This recommendation is a terrible mistake, and I urge the 
BRAC to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls base &om the list. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I I 

I '  
I 

I 

1 

~ I 
1 1 1  





June 17,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 

BRAC CoarnWon 

Base Realignment and closure Commission 6/21/2005 

2521 South Clark Street - Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 



r 

HUDSON ADVISOR SERVICES, INC. 6/20/2005 FAX: (716) 852-4591 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi June 6,2005 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

. - Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: - 
7 .- . ,  . .. - ?  

1 i ' 
I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's b&t interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from 
the closure list. 

It's no secret that closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our 
region: The base is Niagara County's second-largest employer with more than 3,000 hll-  
and part-time military and civilian jobs and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on 
regional businesses. 

With that said, it is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to take 
planes, missions and jobs away fkom so many Air Guard and Air reserve bases and put 
them on more costly Active Duty bases. 

I 

The media has reported that the military is facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during wartime. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, 
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be . 
devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to 

- -  . -. A, - - recrujt and-retain m~litary=prsonnel- even more difficult than-it is now. - -- - . - -  
*b- ,. - L,$ T..- ."- $$< +&. .2 - , * < I '  A . l i  I , , -  

:[I , i : 7 .I?~;+ ;:I - .j cy;. +-; . ,4,3,1 .?$ . ,! ., :<-- 4 - 
.;I ! 1 1 ,  ii,;, A?{ I++-&. - +  . ,I ~ ~ + + , , l , . - L i k > ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  j ! ' 1  * $ 1  ?,I jjpi 1 1  1 1 , 1 I /; , : f , , ,$$he -BGffalov N~agara hsineds community stands with the Niagara ~alls/l&te$ New 6 5 I I 

Y& 'dd-&ty in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base, i d  
its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

William N. Hudson, Jr. 
CEO 

INVESTMENT ADVISORY & FAMILY OFFICE SERVICES 
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2521 South Clark St. 
Arlington VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 

I I 1 I; 
Suite 600 

016121 
t 1 'I 

; I  I ' 
RE: Niagara Falls, NY Airbase 

/ I  1 1  , ,  1 

2 0 0 5  

/ j p  , I 
Dear Mr. Principi and BRAC Commissioners: - --- *- - - .  -..--- - - -- 

11 1 i 1 1 1 ,  I i , I 4  1 I /ill 1 I . ; / ~ ' I ~  -1- I 1 / 11, I 
1 q I - I am1wr~tlng not only td ask you to reconsider targeting our bask'in Niagara , I  1 1 ;  

I 

!i:alls, NY for closure but to ask you to expand it. I / :  I 

I 

This is the only military base in Western NY and critic# to armed forces 
recruitment as well as recruitment and retention of military personnel. It cannot 
be in the best interest of our national defense to close a b a ~ { s o  close to the 
Canadian border and potential targets of strategic interest (i!el NY Power 
Authority). I '1: I 

I I l l  Over 30 young men and women from Western NY have given their lives in 
the recent Iraq and Afghanistan wars. As a testament to thdi!lservice, please not 
only remove this base from the closure list, but enhance and 'bxpand it. 

I 11: / 
I '  

Sincerely, I :, I  I 1  

I I A 'concerned citizen from WNY ' I , 
I 

I 



BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 

To Whom It May Concern; 

I am BrigJGen. James C. Cook NYANG retired in 1987, and I am a 
former Commander of the 107' Niagara Falls at Niagara Falls, NY. I 

Base at Niagara 

1 - 
the talent , - 

talented experienced combat forces. It should be not& &tlit is too bad theT~rmy and 1 -I[. , 1yg 1 1 4 ) ~  - =- - -- - 
Maiides did noim@e the Total Force,,Concept -as seriouslV/as,~&e ~GiForce. 

, 1, ,) 3.11 '"111 11 Ill ! I ! I  
3 1 ,  I : I . , A few yekit ago when thg 1 0 7 ~  received the tank+(ysign&e'nt b vyas fully 1 

I I caba6ie to perto& the air rkf~e~ing missions out of~&&A! \the reason being the! unit I 
could not take off with a full load 
Air Force spent millions of dollars 
10,000 thereby allowing the unit to I 

addition, more ground fuel storage 
station to allow the 107~ to refuel it's 
available. In 1986 I was in a flight of six 
Germany. We took off fiom Seliiidge Field over Albany, 
NY with a KC- 10 tankers out of Shreveport, NY is on the main route 
going over Caribou, Maine to Gander, Nedoundlmd Europe and the Middle 



East. The KC-1 0 tanker home base was a p p r o x i ~ e l y  Albany and to 

make a point the 1 W6 is only a little under 200 q e s  KC- 135R's are to 

be transferred to the Air National Guard Unit at its aircraft would 

have to be re-engined and modified to KC1 35R 
direct result of actions taken by the Secretary of 
officer to lease new tankers from Boeing 
took place benefiting the procurement 
the lease agreement and now the Air 

- A sister unit in New York is 
Newberg New York. This unit is 
Dover AFB Delaware to pick up 
Dover and then return to Stewart 
addressed primarily the 107L" 

I I '  
I 
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COMPRESSIBLE MATERIAL DEVICES 

May 26,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 
C/O NIMAC 
P.O. Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

- 1' 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: B -* - *-S. 

\ 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagaia-Falls Air Force 
Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and is not for the overall good of the Air Force 
or the DoD. I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base 
from the Base Closing List. 

I 

In the case of the Niagara Falls Base, the following must be considered as they constitute a high value 
added to Air Force capabilities: 

Homeland Security requireinents are ever expanding on the U.S.-Canada border. Given the 
, importance of,$he nearby 2500 megawatt Niagara Falls Hydro-Electric Power Plant and other local 
, , assets to U.S. National Security, the presence of the Niagara Falls Base serves as a strategic deterrent 

to our enemies. 
19 J s p  -- 

'- Niagara Falls faces:no physical'encroachment; aircraft size, or air traffic control constraints and has 
ample acreage foi expansion both on the Base and adjacent to the installation. G.4 

The Niagara Falls region is not subject to natural disasters such as hurricanes, floods, tornadoh, and 
earthquakes that periodically impede or shut down Base operations in other regions,. 

The proven capabilities of the Base are at the highest possible level, with consistent on-time 
performance and zero mishaps. 

Base Operations Support costs at the Niagara Falls Base have been reduced more than 33% to make 
the Base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve command. 

Closure of the Base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which the 
units have maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

Niagara Falls' existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 

I urge the BRAC Commission, in the' strongest.possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve Base from the,PentBgon1s BaseClosing List. The facts.speak for themselves. 

+ 

; I - ,  

Douglas P. Taylor 
President 



. . ----  - - -  - .- - 
I I  

Need your help Page 1 of 1 

Jim Snell 
------ -* ------ 

From: carol houwaart-diez [ch-diez@unitedwayniag.org] 6/12/2005 
Sent: Tuesday, May 24,2005 10:25 AM 

To: Angelo Tecchio; 'Annemarie C. Bettino (E-mail)'; 'Cheryl Mclnerney'; 'Connie Brown'; 'Diane Quarantello'; 'Donna 
Kuna (E-mail)'; dshubsda@acnc.org; edtango2002@yahoo.com; Fran Isaacs; 'Gary Butler (E-mail)'; Jim Snell; Joe 
Mineo; 'John Kinner (E-mail)'; 'Ken Sass'; 'Mary Ann Oliver'; Mary Jane Beilein; 'Myrna Young'; 'William Garrett' 

Subject: ~ e e d  your help 

Hello All, 

As you all are aware, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is on the BRAC closure list. As a member of the Niagara Military 
Affairs Council, we need your help. 

We need to get 1,000 letters of disapproval signed by Tuesday to get to BRAC Commissioners. Attached is the template letter. 
Can you make copies and ask your staff to sign these and get them back to you so that we can pick them up or direct them to 
nimac.org and do the letter electronically. 

This issue is so important to this area. 

Please help! 

Carol G. Houwaart-Diez 
President 
United Way of Niagara 
345 Third Street 
Suite 570 
Niagara Falls, NY 14303 
71 6-285-8461 ext. 109 

what matters. TM 
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June 1,2005 
I 

3 

BRAC Comission 
Washinston, DC 

Re: Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station 

Dear Sirs: 

The economic impact of closure of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station cannot and has not 
been overstated. The personnel stationed and training there are the best our military 
service could ask for. Unfortunately, if it is closed very few Western New York men and 
women will choose to enlist and carry on the military capacity this area has exhibited and 
our country needs. 

i 

The units stationed at Niagara Falls have proven their worth in the multiple assignments i 

' . 
they have completed in the war against terrorism in Afghanistan and Iraq. Many of the \, ? personnel are reservists who will not find it either advantageous or possible to continue \, 

their service if their units are transferred to Arkansas and Maine. 

The Niagara Falls Air Reserve station is the northern portion of Niagara Falls Airport. It 
has a 9800 foot runway that accommodates the largest aircraft the USAF has. And they 
have all landed here for both training or for show. 

We in Niagara County are accustomed to seeing and hearing the transport planes and air 
refueling plans fly overhead. It is part of their training and currency to fly the skies over 
us so they are proficient and safe air personnel. We like to see them and hear them 
overhead. Our county provides a superior training atmosphere because no one complains 
about the aircraft overhead. The enclosed sectional shows the MOA training area over 

I 
/ ' Lake Ontario and accommodating air space over Niagara County that provides the 

superior location for their training. I doubt that Arkansas or Maine can duplicate the 1-'-* 
of air space, weather accommodation, citizen support and local morale that is pro\ . 
here in Niagara Falls, Niagara County, New York State. Our service people'deserve to be 

\ 
1 

able to train here, to live here, to support our economic climate, and most importantly, be -I 

I so welcome here. Do not transfer the units or close the base, please. 
I 

Sincerely, 1 

I-- 

'7d/, A~>&JL 2 7 .  
i 

Doralyn Marshall 
240 Waterman Street 
Lockport, NY 14094 





;Ill 

Page 1 of 1 

From: (Nicholas M Bilotta Sr) 
Date: 05/25/05 17:13:48 
To: info@,nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 
Nicholas M Bilotta Sr () on Wednesday, May 25,2005 at 17:13:46 
---------------------------------------------------------------,------------ 

platform: We oppose the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base 

address1 : 48 Meadow lane 

city: Tonawanda 

state: New York 

zip: 14223 

comments: Closeing Niagara Falls AFB would be a great mistake for a number of reasons.This is a 
depressed area allready and takeing jobs &om the Guard and Reserves not to menshion the economic impact 
in Western NY would be crippleing, not to forget the recruitment proublem the Military is haveing this will 
just add to it.These two units at Niagara in my opinion are the Best of the Best and I would put them up 
against any one or any mission and they will prevail! 

submit: Submit Petition 



. "  
403 Main St., Suite 430 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
(716) 856-3300 / fax (716) 856-2524 
www.lumsdenc~a.com 

Lumsden & a#epe)hnick, LLP 
Certified Public Accountants 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

d 
The Niagara-Falls Au Force Reserve and Guard Base serves as an htegral h e  of defense against those forces 
d n g  and able to harm the United States of America. Its close'proxirnity to three major border crossings 
with Canada, two fresh water lakes and the Niagara power Project make this base a critical element of 
homeland protection. Closing t h s  base d provide an opening to terrorists who are constantly searching for 
an easier way to harm our citizens and our natural resources. 

The world and the ways wars are fought are changng. It is essential the United States react to these changes 
by re-aligning its resources to better protect our country. It seems that closing a d t a r y  base that borders an 
international crossing and important national resources is counter-productive to this goal. Both fresh water 
lakes, Erie and Ontario, provide valuable water to the area. The Niagara Power Project helps keep New York 
City running. A a 

In addttion to its proximity to these essential resources, the Niagara Falls Au Force Base Reserve provides 
valuable training a d support to our forces stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Thls base provided men and 
women who helpe 2 rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq as the lead night vision C-130 unit. 

Please reconsider the Pentagon's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Arc Force Base Reserve. It is in 
the best interest of the defense of the United States of America that this base remains open and active. 

Sincerely, 



May 26,2005 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark St. 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

ATTN: CHAIRMAN ANTHONY J. PRINCIPI 

I would like to voice my opinion on why the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station home of 
the 914' Airlift Wing and lOTh Air Refueling Wing should not be on the BRAC list of 
base closures. As a reservist of the 914* I believe you will take the time to read this 
letter. Actually, I am going to state some true facts of how I feel and many of the 914th, 
starting with the most important. 

Did you know that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station is located near the border of 
CanadahJiagara Falls where homeland security is an issue? There is the Erie County 
Water Authority and Niagara Power Plant in the vicinity. What would happen in case of 
a terrorist attack on these facilities, with no military base in the area? The 914", l o p ,  
and Niagara Army Reserve 865' Combat Support Hospital would be gone, who in the 
area would respond if we were no longer there? That would be a critical issue. 

Niagara's recruiters made their quota every month on bringing in new Airman? 
Recruiting would definitely decrease for the Air Force Reserves and Air National Guard 
if our base closed. There would be no local base and'the fact that the new Airman would 
have to travel long distances to their drill site would &scourage them from joining. 

Now to the other points; traveling to a different state to do drills would be costly with the 
rise in gas prices and tolls. I believe Pittsburgh and Ohio would be our choices and they 
are about 4-6 hours away from Niagara Falls and Buffalo, NY. Lets put this into 
perspective, figure a person who works a 9-5pm shift at their civilian job, they would 
have to leave from work to get to their drill sight at which they would arrive at 1-2am and 
have to start their drill weekend at 7:30am. Talk about lack of sleep and alertness. Then 
after the Sunday drill they pack up and head home and drive after working a long day, 
then have to be at their regular job by 9am. Suppose there was a specific check-in time 
for lodging that would mean leaving our civilian job early (which would mean a loss in 
pay) on a Friday to arrive on time for check-in. Would that be fair to our employers? Or 
if that wasn't the case, leaving in the middle of the night to arrive at our drill site by 
7:30am for drill. What about those who are less fbrtunate and don't have a reliable 



vehicle to travel? Or those who lease vehicles, their mileage would sky-roc~kf%&!8u 
know what that means at the end of their lease $$$ for extra mileage put on the vehicle. 

What about the married couples who are both reservists and have children and no family 
members locally to watch the children while they travel to a different state to do their 
weekend dnll? Or those who have pets and don't trust or have the money to board them 
somewhere? 

There are also the civilians who are employed at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station to 
consider, some are also reservists too. They will have to relocate, sell their homes to 
keep their job & military career? Or maybe just forget it and leave the military all 
together. I know a few and one is my best hend! How is that for morale? 

What if we were to travel to our drill site by plane "Awesome" but, the expense of the 
airfare would be a costly out of pocket expense on us. If it were to be reimbersable ... the 
paperwork! ! It would be a big mess, and very expensive (ex: 2,581 reservists + x $150.00 
approx. for a ticket to Pittsburgh or Ohio = $$$$) and it is supposed to be saving money 
closing our base? 

We at Niagara are a family, splitting us up wouldn't do much for morale of the 914* You 
have to see it in the eyes of the reservists at Niagara, and the above arguments I posted. 
Would it be worth a homeland security risk, 4-6 hours of travel especially during our 
stormy winter months ... isn't it safety first (lack of sleep driving to & from drills after a 
long weekend), the cost of gas & tolls, morale, friendships, and family!!! Please consider 
seriously the facts I have stated and remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station from 
the BRAC list. It would be an honor to all of' us. 

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter & God Bless America. 

Regards, 
\ 

Ssgt Mrzyglod, Valerie A. 



From: Bradley, Pat J. 
Date: 05/27/05 095754 
To: Ail Staff at NFMMC; Alliance; Capital Campaign Cabinet 
Subject: BRAC Commission: Niagara Falls Air Base 

Page 1 of 1 

As you know, the Niagara Military Affairs Council (www.nimacag) is spearheading a drive to convince BRAC -the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission -to take the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base off the Pentagon's list of proposed base 
closings. 

Although the BRAC's decisions are expected focus on the local base's tactical and strategic military capabilities, it is essential 
that Western New Yorkers dearly and visibly demonstrate their support for the base and the units stationed there. The base is 
Niagara County's second-largest employer; its closure would deal a devastating blow to the local economy. 

To demonstrate that support, NIMAC is calling upon the community to send letters protesting the base's proposed closure to 
the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. 

Please address letters to the BRAC Commission, Washington DC. All letters should be mailed to NIMAC P.O. Box 231, 
Niagara Falls New York 14304-0231. (If you want to save on postage, send them to me via inter-office mail and I will deliver 
them.) 

Following are suggestions of points to be made in letters to the BRAC Commission: 
1. Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying 

mission in the State. 
2. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 

the operational effectiveness of the wings. We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 
33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force 
Reserve Command. 

3. Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which the units have 
both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

4. Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft without any military 
construction. 

5. Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has acreage on the base and 
adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

Two sample letters are attached for your convenience. Thank you for your support of this important community effort. 

Patrick J BmdIe~), Pub/ic Relations Manager 
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 
621 Tenth St. 
Niagara Falls, NY 14302 
(716) 278-4569 I 



The Niagara Falls Air Base is the number one employee in the Niagara Area. With the change in the Western 
New York environment from an industrial-based employment community to a more service-oriented area, the 
closing of this Base will have a devastating effect on the local economy. This area has suffered more than its 
share with the loss of jobs from industry and cannot afford one more financial hit. 

The Niagara Area has four International bridges for automotive travel within the radius of 25 miles. 

1) Peace Bridge, Buffalo, New York 

2) Rainbow Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York 

3) Whirlpool Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York 

4) Lewiston-Queenston Bridge, Niagara Falls, New York 

Also, there is a railroad crossing at the Whirlpool bridge. 

Lake Erie, the Niagara River and Lake Ontario all border Canada. The Niagara Power Plant is located on the 
, Niagara River and supplies power to many states. The Niagara Falls Air Reservist can provide security to this 
vast area of open borders along with the many other responsibilities they have. 

Please inform our local pblitical leaders to do everything they can to keep the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 
located in Niagara County open. 

Sincerely, 

Mary L. Bax 

4831 Lewiston Road 

Niagara Falls, NY 14305 



SMITH, SPERANZA, FOLTZ & MAY, LLP 

R. JOSEPH FOLTZ 
RICHARD F. MAY 

Legal Assistants: 
Edna M. Dibley 
Brenda J. Chaffee 
Denise Gustin 

June 10,2005 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
131 EAST AVENUE 

P.O. BOX 540 
LOCKPORT, NY 14095-0540 

FRED J. SMITH (1922-1999) 
RICHARD H. SPERANZA (1939-1996) 

JOSEPH SPERANZA (1 906-1973) 

Phone: (71 6) 433-5921 
Fax: (716) 439-5941 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

--- -- RE: Niagara Falls Airbase - National Guard Refueling Wing and Air Reserve Airlift Wing - -- -' ------- - - - ----- _- -_--- - - - .- - - -.= 

I -- I t I - -: I* ' 
TO chairman Principi an; AII BRAC ~om+iisioners: 

Based on my knowledge of the Department of Defense ("DOD") ratings for the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard Base, and further based on my concerns involving the importance of this 
base both in terms of homeland protection and in projection of air power and support, I am both 
troubled and confused by DOD's recommendation to close this base. Moreover, it is troubling that 
much of the information on which DOD based its decision has not been made available to parties in 
interest, including the New York congressmen and senators; in addition, based on my reading of 
published reports, the New York State's Adjutant General for the National Guard was not briefed by 
DOD in the course of its studies leading up to the recommendation to close this base. 

I was rkeGer-a member of the military; however, I question the advisability of centralizing our 
defenses, in particular the centralization of airlift in the state of Missouri. In any event, I am 
confident that 'the commissioners, given their military background, will thoroughly review this 
questionable DOD recommendation. Centralization of forces, in my view, increases the probability 
of a catastrophic terrorist strike on our defense facilities. 

I am sure you are receiving numerous correspondence pointing out the negative impact of the 
proposed closure on recruitment and retention of our reserve and guard components. 

- -- -- * - = A  _--- -+ _ _-- --- - - ----. - - -  *-;C -- *--. -"- - 
1 - In summsirl, the recomhendation on the Niagara Falls Air Base, as is the case with seve[al.of the- 1 1 i, 

other military bases, defies militafy and defensellogic agd should be tho~oughly reviewed 'and I, t 
.I / I :  i 

modified byithe commission. ~ccordingly, I'respectfully Wquest that, after due study,lyour 
b 

.I! ; commis~on overturn DOD's recommendation and maintain - if fact, expand -the military functions 
1 ,  

1 1' 
'  at the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. I1 

1 Very truly yours, 
1 ) _ 

. . .  \ * " - ", j 1 . . a 

I , 
. . .  . 

-- r . , e .  

, .. , ,. #*. 

% .  I " 
. ... 

(71 6) 433-5921 ext. 16 - - 

RJFIdg ' 

c: Honorable Thomas M. Reynolds, Congressman 
Honorable Louise M. Slaughter, Congresswoman 
Ms. Jennifer Overholt, Executive Assistant, Niagara Military Affairs Council 





This is an Addendum: I also feel that with the base 
being here in the USA and also close to Canada that 
it's is in the best interest for both at this time of WAR 

I that this base stay open! There are to many crossings 
of BORDERS to our countries & power plants that 
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This is an Addendum: I also feel that with the base 
being here in the USA and also close to Canada that 
it's is in the best interest for both at this time of WAR 
that this base stay open! There are to many crossings 
of BORDERS to our countries & power plants that 
maybe in danger to be possible targets for 1 I 

TERRORISTS at this place in time.We're living in 
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I NIAGARA COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM, INC. 
1521 Main Street, Niagara Falls, New York 14305-2521 71 61 285-9681 Fax 71 61 285-9693 

I E-mail niagaracapa prodigy.net 

Serving Niagara County .. - . . . . . .  -...-*.--.-.-...... . : 

May 24,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, DC 
C/O NlMAC 
Post Office Box 231 

- Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 . . - - .  .. - -  - 
! I /  I ,  l l ; , ! l i  - I t 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC commissioners: Gerald Meal 
Cha~rperson 

This letter is being written in support for keeping the Niagara Falls Air Force Carmen Morreale 
Vice Chairperson 

Reserve Base open. Please note that: 
Barbara Hathaway 

Treasurer 

The federal government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara 
E ~ C  K~egf.?r 

Falls since 1995 in new facilities. Secretary 

0-- '  Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33% (to 
, .include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most 

cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New 
Yorkers in a region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 
100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) 
additional C-130H model aircraft without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control 
constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation 

John Accardo 
. Frank Andrews 

Vince Anello 
Clyde Burmaster 

Albelt J. Chille 
Neil Gruppo 

Sharon Highfield 
' John Lombardi. Ill 

Diane Orr 
Richard Printup 
Danny Sklarski 

Dennis Stachera 
James Ward 

Suzanne Shears 
Executive Director 

for expansion. - - - -. 

' .. + 

1 ; 1 1IE:;i ) f  

i / , I . )  i i d  
I urgelthk ioamissinn, 'in th. s t rongi i  iossible terms, to remove t h e ~ i + ~ a r i  
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures. 

Sincerelv, 



May 22,2005 

TO: 

FROM: 

I SUBJECT: 

Base Alignment and Closure Commission 

August Cenkner Jr 

6982 Creekview Drive 

Pendleton, NY 

Lockport P.O. 14094 

Pearl Harbor Lessons for Base Realignment 
0 5 2 7  2 0 0 5  

1 I would like to comment on a recent news article that presented reasons why the Niagara Falls Air Base 

should not be closed. Unfortunately, the article did not discuss one of the most important reasons. 

The current plan is to move all the cargo planes from Niagara Falls, and other bases, to a huge cargo-plane- 

air-base in Arkansas. All the Air Forces' cargo planes would therefore be congregated in one location. 

I guess the lesson from the successful sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, in 194 1, has been forgotten already. The 

U.S.A. assembled most of the fleet in one location - for reasons similar to the ones being given for creating a 

huge cargo-plane-air-base; they succeeded in creating a single target, that was too tempting to resist. We 

know what the result was. 

The secret to survival is to create numerous targets, not a single key target, that terrorists may not be able to 

resist. Incapacitating a single huge cargo-plane-air-base or a single huge refbeling-plane-air-base would 

ciipplei the, iib'T1itJr oT the -Air Force to re-supply-and transport troaps - much- to the -delight- of-foreign 
ill 1 1  I I 

I adversaries. 
I 

I 1 1  
I 
I If our troops have to fight, lets make sure the country can keep them as safe as we can and that they have all 

the supplies and support they need to survive. 

August Cenkner Jr. 



Patrick G. ~ a c ~ i a r m i d ,  Jr. 
pmacjr@chek.com 

May 25,2005 
0 6 1 3 2 0 0 5  

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New 
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part- 
time workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada. Recent analysis has shown that one border crossing in particular, The Peace Bridge, is 
the most heavily traveled corridor between the United States and Canada. Due to this high 

b - --volume it is essential that-we have elements in place to defend it from terrorism. A strong local 
military presence is essential in deterring these threats. Furthermore, the New York State Power 
Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid is located within very close proximity to 
this base. Not to mention the base's proximity to Niagara Falls, a major tourist destination for 
travelers across the globe. \ 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically 
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure 
America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than 
closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 

-- I.- _).* -facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. - -- . 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in 
a region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara FaIIs existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircmfl without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 



I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the' 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in 
securing the homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

On a more personal note, I have been directly involved with an essential community service 
project provided by the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station for the last ten years to Western New 
York high school students. I am writing about the Niagara County Traffic Safety Fair. This 
program blends elements of local police agencies, represented in large scale by the Niagara 
County Sheriff's Department and the New York Sate Troopers, the New York State Department 
of Transportation, CSX railroads, various local fire and rescue departments and Calspan 
Corporation to educate thousands of high school juniors and seniors of the dangers of 
irresponsible driving behaviors at an essential time for the students, just prior to proms and 
graduation. The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station and its wonderful personnel and support staff 
are essential to this program that has expanded each year since its inception. As a representative 

I--- ----- - of-Calspan Corpbration;I have had+ the-plea~~ure-of working with all of these agencies to provide 
my inhghts2as hi automotive safety engineer helping students learn the benefits of proper safety 
belt use. In addition to these hangar demonstrations, we also perform a vehicle to vehicle impact 
demonstration to show students the consequences that can result from driving under the 
influence and not using vehicle restraints. Without the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station this 
program would not succeed. 

The economic impacts of closing the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station would be devastating to 
this community. Not only for the loss of many great men and women of'the United States Air 
Force, but also to the businesses and charitable organizations in the surrounding community. 
The base is directly responsible for the survival of organizations that wouldn't otherwise exist. 
In addition, a base closure would dramatically affect the businesses that rely on the Niagara Falls 
airport for their survival. Without the military traffic the airport could become economically 
unviable resulting in the closure of businesses not directly related to the military installation and 
the loss of more jobs resulting in an even greater efflux of people from our community. This 
directly affects my company as we have just completed work on a $10 million dollar hanger that 
operates at this airport. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Patrick G.  MacDiarrnid, Jr. 
157 Los Robles Street 
Williamsville, NY 1422 1 
7 16-632-05 1 1 



Dr. Conor T. McLenna 
261 8 Shadagee Road 

Eden, New York 14057 
' 71 6.984.9759 

BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station in Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second 
largest emploj~e~witti~over 3,000-full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet 
anothek devastating blow to our region's economy. In addition to the financial 
concerns, the community pride for our past and present military contributions 
cannot be understated. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between 
the U.S. and Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's 
Hydropower Complex that supplies substantial power to the Northeast United 
States Power Grid. The size and location of the base would also allow it to be 
used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast United 
States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is 
also strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than 
closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40°/~, ' 
and eliminate the Ias! Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since ' 

I 

1995, Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and 
lengthened runways that have improved the operational effectiveness of 
the wings. 

1 1  1 4  

, I 

We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less 
than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of 
the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain 
New Yorkers in a region in which the units have both maintained in excess 
of 100% manning rates. 



Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C- 
130H model aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005: 

Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to 
recommend their Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value 
rankings that showed Niagara outperforming several other bases slated to 
remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas said the Air Force's "mission 
compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the base-closure 
decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base 
C l o s u K E ~ i V F E r o u p  s o m e t i m ~ d e v i ~ e d  fiom 8s own ratzg system. 'There 
were /cases in the analysis process where lower ranked bases were retained," 
Karas ,said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive Group used their 
collec/ive judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 

A lobbyist for New York State on the'issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air 
Forcels response proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a 
judgmental, and not an analvtical. process." The Pentagon was supposed to 

I judqeleach base primarily on its militarv value - vet in this case the Air Force 
bypassed the tool it created for iudging militarv value. "The Air Force in their 

I 
response acknowledge that thev themselves ignored the results of a kev 
analvtical tool . . . created for the BRAC process." Simmons said. "They simply 
took the position that their judgment trumped the analvsis." 

Consi$ering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected 
represkntative, of your obligation to use all means necessary in order to 
persut#e the BRAC to reconsider the recommendation to close the station. The 
fde-men-and women of the 91 4th-Airlift Wing and the-1 07th Air Refueling Wing - 
have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror 
overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and 
represented our State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter. 



Name $?2,:$531i 
Address 

BRAC Commission 

BRAC Commission 
Phone # 71 1 - /' 

JUL 1 3 2OUs 7 2 S - J  

Washington D.C. Received 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
0 Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 

the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 

0 We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 

a Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which ithe units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls' existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 

- 

Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a iudmental, and not an analytical, 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 1 3 2005 
Received 

BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and filly expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most costefficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in whiyh the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls' existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a iudnmental, and not an analytical, 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 1 3 2005 
Received ' 

BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

/UP I W S b  
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Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four d j o r  border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case.'' 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's resvonse 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a judgmental. and not an analytical, 
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Phone # 7/k - ~ 7 2 -  92?&/ 
BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: I 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the ~ i a ~ a r a  Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said lhe Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's resuonse 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a iudmental, and not an analytical, 
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BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

' 2 '  

Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

According to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a iudmental, and not an analytical, 
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Phone # 7 / b  t i 5  '1 / 72 LC!< 
BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concems, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most costefficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which, the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

~ c c o r d i n ~  to the Buffalo News article on May 25,2005: 
Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 
outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index" was just one of the factors considered in the 
baseclosure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlift missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 
A lobbyist for New York State on the issue, John M. Simmons, said the Air Force's resuonse 
proves that the baseclosure recommendations followed "a iudmental. and not an analytical, 



Tuesday, ~unkl14,2005 
CU I \ ,  * q 

I 

Committee Chairman,llMr. ~nthonyi '~ r inc i~e  
BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 
C/O Niagara Military Affairs Council 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 , 

Mr. Cornelius Canavan 
Alterra Sterling House of Niagara 
6741 Nash Road 
North Tonawanda,,,NY I ,  14120 

, '11 

Re: Maintaining Full Operations at the Niagara Falls NY Air Base 
\ 

Dear Committee Chairman Mr. Anthony Principe; 

We, the Residents, Friends and Family, many of whom are dedicated veterans of , 

the United States military who reside at Alterra Sterling House of Niagara in 
North Tonawanda, NY wish to express our sincere desire to maintain full 
operations at the Niagara Falls NY Air Base due to security purposes, continued 
training of our troops as well as economic reasons. 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara 
Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with 
nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver another devastating 
blow to our region's economy. 

The ba9e 1 1 1 1  I sitelies I< within close proximity to four major border &sing between 
the U.S!and &madat along with the New York State Power ~uthority's 

l l l l ' k l ~ l ! Q ~  I 1  I1 
Hydro~wer complex which harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies 
substantial b&er  to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter 
squadron to further secure America's northern border and power grid 
infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: I 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence id 'NY by 40°/o, 
and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in th& State. Since 
1995, Nihgara has been modernized with 935M in new faeiities and 
lengtheried runways which have improved the operational h v e n e s s  of 
the wings. I 



, We halve also kduted our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 
11 I' i!ll~l,~ Ill1 339'0 (to ' i ~ c ~ u $ e , ~ ~  25W0 reduction in utilities) to make the base one of 

the most cost-effiiienk facilitips' in the Air ,Force Reserve Com mand. 
I / 

I ' I  
1 

Closure of the base would also eliminate the abiiity dD mmit and 
mCain New f&em in a region in which the units have both maintained 
in excess of 100% manning rates. 

I ! I  
Niagara Falls diking infra~tructure can accommodate 8 addtional C- 
130H mo&laiikrafi without any military construction. 

I Niagara Falls faces ars physical encnwchment nor air tmffic conW 
18.eonstraintsand has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation 
for expansion. 

I 1 1 1 ,  . - 

We humbly request that you s&p~g/y mnsider the decision to close the 
I station. The fine men and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 

914th Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the homefront and 
fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 
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403 Main St., Suite 430 
Buffalo, NY 14203 
(716) 856-3300 / fax (716) 856-2524 
www.lurnsdencpa.com 

Lumsden &WqWrn ick ,  LLP 
Certified Public Accountants 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear C h a h a n  Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base serves as an integral line of defense agamst those forces 
willing and able to harm the United States of America. Its close proximity to three major border crossings 
with Canada, two fresh water lakes and the Niagara Power Project make this base a critical element of 
homeland protection. Closing this base d provide an opening to terrorists who are constantly searching for 
an easier way to harm our citizens and our natural resources. 

The world and the ways wars are fought are changing. It is essential the United States react to these changes 
- by re-aligning its resources to better protect our country. It seems &at closing a military base that borders an 

international crossing and important national resources is count&productive to thLs goal. Both fresh water 
lakes, Erie and Ontario, provide valuable water to the ar'e"aTThe Niagara Power Project helps keep New York 
City running. 

In addition to its proximity to these essential resources, the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve provides 
valuable training and support to our forces stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan. This base provided men and 
women who helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq as the lead night vision C-130 unit. 

Please reconsider the Pentagon's recommendation to dose the Niagara Falls Air Force Base Reserve. It is in 
the best interest of the defense of the United States of America that this base remain open and active. 

. - ,.d 

- Sincerely, 

Kristin M. Anderson, CPA 
Lurnsden & McCorrnick, LLP 



86 Slate Creek Dr. #2 
Buffalo, NY 14227 

May 24,2005 

BRAC CommissionMlashington, DC 
c/o NlMAC 
PO Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I urgently request reexamination of closing the Niagara Falls Air,,Force Reserve Base.. The government 
likes to say, "guns don't kill people, people kill people." yell; planes do not perform the missions and 
d,uties this'Base performs - it is the leadership and training of a "well-regulated force" who protect our 
borders, and other countries where they serve. 

Aside from loss of planes and jobs, the security of our nation is being held in the balance. When in high 
school in the 1940s, I went with the Red Cross delivering coffee and donuts to this base. From their 
service in Worfd War 11, up to their role in the Gulf War and the present engagement, they have always 
been in the front of the battle. 

OUR SECURITY as a nation will be severely compromised if this base leaves. As a border city - close 
relations with Canada are vital. 

* e m  
1. There are two power plants, one on each side of the border. 
2. The Niagara Falls airport is an international facility, requiring ability to respond quickly. 
3. There are three (3) international bridges in close proximity to the base. The closest crossing to the 

West, is at Windsor, OntIDetroit, MI , and to the East - at Ogdensburg (1000 Islands), NY. At the 
base's present location, guarding of these strategic routes can be maintained almost instantly. 

4. And then, the greatest treasure of all - Niagara Falls. What if harm was done to this wonder??? The 
force of the water alone, would do tremendous damage especially to life, but everything in its path 
as far as Buffalo. 

It is only common sense to retain and maintain this exceptional facility in this location. It should be the first 
thought for national security for New York State and surrounding areas easily accessible to this base.. 

One more thought: There is a serious decline in military recru~ts. NOW, move this base staffed by Air 
Force Reserves, whose homes and jobs are'closeby (contributing to the financial welfare of the area). 1 , 

t ,  - Consider how this would cot the enlistment of those ivho have already served.il the Air Fyce, and , 
strongly desire continuing AS THE HEROES THEY ARE. 

I trust you will truly consider the ramifications of failure to have this large area of the country secure with 
their presence. 

Sincerely, 



May 25,2005 

HOMELAND SECURITY - KEEP NIAGARA FALLS BASE OPEN 

Since being made aware that the lead night vision C-130 unit in the reserves helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq, I happened to watch "Extreme Makeover - Home Edition" on local TV 
Jessica contacted them about her comrade, Lori Ann Piestewa, who lost her life there. 

It was deeply touching to feel how much she meant (like a daughter) to the ~iestewa family. 
American Indians. Mr. and Mrs. Piestewa haye assumed care of Lori's son and daughter. They 
lived humbly in a mobile home which was in urgent need of repair. Home Edition crew, along with 
Jessica, built a new home including Indian culture guidelines. They also used Indian ways to do 
the planting around the home. As work progressed, they talked with two veterans who were 
"Code Talkers" in World War H, whose ingenuity allowed our country to correspond with units in 
an unbreakable code. 

Not only did they build the home for the family, but their sponsors provided appliances, clothing, 
and other essentials, for the whole village. Then, after talking with veterans of several wars, the 
crew found there was no place for the 
veterans to meet. Since time was of the essence, theysassembled a modular building, completely 
furnished to accommodate them. Extra crew and.towns people pitched in to accomplish this 
miraculous gift. 

They went in to change lives of such deserving people, and came out changed themselves. The 
family who lost their daughter, and mother, other war-time survivors, and, Jessica - for being such 
a loving, caring HERO after her ordeal in Iraq. 

AND, AT THE END - that without the Niagara Falls Base's Air Guard and Reserves, All this might 
not have happened. Thank you for all the years of guarding your homeland, and the other side of 
the world. I pray this base will continue to be our guardians. 

I - -kuth Harvey ,-- - .-. - I T  - - f L l  I 
86 SlatelCreek Dr. #2 1 1  , , \ I : /  I 

Buffalo, NY '14227 Phone: (716)668-4451; e-maif: kthharvqy@veriaon.nkt ! , 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply concerned and troubled by the Defense Department's 
recommendation to close Niagara Falls International Air Reserve 
Station. I feel this recommendation is a terrible mistake and 
goes against all sound military judgment, and does not take into 
consideration current and future needs of the Defense Department 
and Homeland Security. I urge you and your fellow BRAC 
Commissioners to reverse this decision and remove them from the 
list. 

I find it hard to understand and justify in my mind why the Air 
Force decided to close this base, take planes, missions and jobs 
from a base that ranks higher than other bases that are being kept 
open and, according to the Air Forcesf own statistics, have a 
lower efficiency, higher utilities, lower manpower utilization and 
retention rates. The facts and figures of the cost analysis just 
don't justify the alleged projected savings for closure and 
therefore are very suspect. I also question why so many Air 
Reserve and Air Guard jobs, planes, and bases are being 
eliminated/transferred to a more costly active Air Force Base 
which is a thousand miles away and located in "tornado alley" and 
must have millions of dollars spent to accommodate these newly 
assigned aircraft and personnel. I feel that w e  m i g h t  be hiding 
something from the public, is it similar to the old 
cannibalization program that was outlawed many years ago? Are we 
taking Air Reserve/Guard aircraft and personnel and transferring 
them to the active forces because Air Force/DOD does not want or 
have the money to replace active Air Force aircraft or personnel 
due to poor judgment or lack of money? Are we robbing from Peter 
to pay Paul? I cannot understand how a "judgment call" can out 
weigh the facts, the figures and the better ratings. The crews 
from Niagara helped in the rescue of PFC Jessica Lynch in Iraq 
because they are the lead night vision qualified C-130 Hercules 
units in the Air Force Reserve. 



The Niagara air station is a relatively new station and has 
constantly removed and added buildings as the mission changed. 
Runways and taxi aprons are in immaculate condition. The main 
runway is the longest in the area, if not the state, and much of 
this runway and apron upgrading has been done without Defense 
Department monies. Niagarafs combination of long main runway and 
adjacent shorter runway provide ideal training for C-130 aircrews. 
Niagara should be a prime candidate for expansion and increased 
mission requirements under the Department of Defense and Homeland 
Security Agency. Niagara could accommodate the Boeing C-17 
Globemaster I11 aircraft, which has a similar mission but longer 
runway requirements and can carry heavier loads. This addition 
would enhance the potential of Niagara and the Air Force mission 
while staying closely related to what is already at Niagara. The 
retention of Niagara would support the additional mission of 
transporting the Army's loth Mountain Division at Fort Drum, New 
York in a rapid response force for global missions. 

While the Niagara serves as a logistical backbone for the War on 
Terror, it is also strategically located and fully expandable to 
allow the addition of a fighter/helicopter squadron and a 
contingent of military police or rapid response force personnel to 
further secure America's northern border and northeast power grid 
infrastructure. Niagara lies in close proximity to four major 
border crossings between the United States and Canada. It has the 
New York State Power Authority's Hydropower and the Canadian Hydro 
complex, which harnesses the waters of the mighty Niagara River 
and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States 
Power Grid, and has numerous chemical-processing facilities, which 
are of great importance to the United States economy. Niagara has 
also been chosen to be the home of the new joint service Military 
Entrance Processing Station that is presently under construction 
on the base to process new applicants into the United States Armed 
Forces. Niagara should be expanded rather than closed. 

We are an international border city located in a geographical area 
that enables aircrews to cover a great part of the United States 
and Canada without fear of severe weather, such as tornados, 
hurricanes, drought and flooding. We have snow in the winter; 
fortunately our geographical location shields us from much of the 
snow and severe weather received in other parts of the state. 



According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY 
by 40%, and eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying 
mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized 
with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways and 
aprons, which have improved the operational effectiveness of 
the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not 
less than 33% (to include a 25% reduction in utilities) to 
make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in 
the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to 
recruit and retain New Yorkers in a region in which the units 
have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. These 
units have distinguished themselves and the United States Air 
Force in the performance of their duty while in Afghanistan 
and Iraq with no additional time needed for training. In 
short, "Our planes keep flying." 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 
additional C-130H model aircraft and personnel without any 
military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic 
control constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent 
to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close this 
station. We are extremely proud of the fine men and women of the 
107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th Airlift Wing and they have been 
instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the War on 
Terror. These young men and women are serving alongside their 
active duty Air Force counterparts. They are facing the same 
dangers as their brother and sister airmen. Our local "Citizen 
Soldiers and Airmenfr and active duty military have paid an 
eno&ous price for our freedom in this War on Terror. We have 
lost 19 brave young ''Citizen Soldiersr' and active military people 
from this area because of the War on Terror; we owe to their 
memory more than "lip service". We claim them, their families and 
their fellow military as our neighbors. Rather than close this 
base and send our Western New Yorkers' to the corners of the 
United States, we should expand Niagara, increase the mission, and 
provide the necessary men, women, structures and equipment to 
support that increased military mission and support for Homeland 
security. I would also humbly ask if someone could explain and 
justify to me why we are sending everything south and west, and 
putting "all our eggs in one basket", does not the rest of the 
country count? 



Thank you for your time and your consideration on what I consider 
to be a very important national matter. This is not a unilateral 
matter affecting just the Air Reserve/Air Guard station, but also 
one of saving a military installation that is an integral part of 
doing the most to effectively utilize our Air ~eserve/~ir Guard 
forces to support active military forces in times when rapid 
responses, and extended deployments are required for our National 
Defense, Homeland Security and the Department of Air Force. 

Sincerely, 

Donald E. Harris 
United States Army Retired 



> 

Dear Sirs: 
/ 

\ .  

It is unwise and unfair to close Niagara Falls Air Force Base. 

Niagara Falls Air Baseis reassuring to a community who borders Cariada, the great 
lakes and our fresh water supply, is home to many chemical plants, and Niagara 

' Falls a world wonder and the major power suppler for the East Coast, which could 
, be targets of terrorists. 

The Niagara Falls Air Force Base has been underutilized and has a tremendous 
amount of community support. 
The runway is long enough for the largest planes; G5's, B-52's, F-16's etc. At 
9,825 feet it's long enough to land anything that fies. 
The C130 planes are more newly equipped than other bases and are very well 
maintained by full time ART staff and reservists. 
The Service people & Niagara Falls Base have been activated and effectively , 

utdized for a great number of missions in its 50 year hstory. Closing the base and 
eliminating jobs is poor treatment for those who have saoifced for our country. 
Niagara Falls Air Base has an illustrious history in aviation since the 1940's. Here. ' 

the f ~ s t  helicopter and supersonic plane took flight. 
-- 

I 
The NiagarayFalls Air force Base is the second-largest employer in Nidgara,Gountr, 

i j  ib clo,st.$& 'tviuldj be devastating to the local and regibnhI econo&+, &ch is 
I 

I 

/ '  &Lady in "a h-ou6led state. 
It is unwise in the midst of the threat of terrorism, illegal boraer crossings, and a 
war overseas with no end in sight. 

'Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve Base must not be closed. 

, 



612012005 
BRAC Commission 
Washmon DC 
C/o Niagara Mhtary Mairs Council 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Jill waz  
6657 Royal Parkway South 
Lockport, NY 14094 

t- 
Dear Sirs: 

It is unwise and unfair to close Niagara Falls Air Force Base. 

Niagara Falls Air Base is reassuring b a community who borders Canada, the great 
lakes and our fresh water supply,'is home to many chemical plants, and Niagara 
Falls a world wonder and the major power suppler for the East Coast, which could 
be targets of terrorists. 
The Niagara Falls Air Force Base has been underutihzed and has a tremendous 
amount of community support. 
The runway is long enough for the largest planes, GTs, B-52's, F-16's etc. At 
9,825 feet it's long enough to land anydung that flies. 
The 6 1  30 planes are more newly equipped than other bases and are very well 
maintained by full time ART staff and reservists. 
The Service people at Niagara Falls Base have been activated and effectively 
utilized for a great number of missions in its 50 year history. Closing the base and - fl 

elmhating jobs is poor treatment for those who have s a d c e d  for our country. 
0 Niagara Falls Air Base has an illustrious history in aviation since the 1940's. Here 

the first helicopter and supersonic plane took flight. 
, The Niagara Falls &I- force Base is the second largest employer in N i w a  County; i:l 

and its hosure would be devastating to the local and regional economy, whchlis I I / already in a troubled state. i 
I 

It is unwise in the midst of the threat of terrorism, dlegal border crossings, and a 
war overseas with no end in sight. 

. b 

' ~ i a g k a  Falls Air Porce Reserve Base must not be closed. 
: i 



Dear Sir or Madam: 

The-Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls. New 
York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part- 
time workers. this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada. along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex which 
harnesses the waters of the Niagara and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United 
States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically 
placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure 
America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than 
closed. 

- G C I  According.to the Niagara Military ~f fa i rs  Council: 

Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 400/0, and 
eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, > 
Niagara has been modernized with $35M in  new facilities and lengthened 
runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 
330?0 (to1 include a 25010 reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the 

most cost-efficient faci t i  ties in the Air Force Reserve command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain 
New Yorkers in a region in which the units have both maintained in  excess - 

I of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H 
modelaircraft without any military construction. 
N iagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or-air traffic control 
constraints and has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for 
expansion. 

I humbly request that you s t d y  reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine 
men and women of the 107th Air Refueling Wing and 914th AirliR Wing have been 

- - instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

I .  L 1 
' 1  

' f p  , Thank you for yourtime and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, i 

- ??t@ L-L-20m 

37 Empire St. 

Buffalo NY 14212 



Belinda Clark 
2 Woodruff Street 
'Cuba, NY 14727 

BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 - 

- Niagara FaIIs, NY 14304-023 I 

June 6,2005 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

- According to the Niagara Mi1itary.Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the Inst Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls elisting infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C- I 30Hk model 

. aircraft without an). military construction. 
, , I  t c.q q l ,  :I 1 1  I , ,  ; 1, , .,, %.. i, i;,,i~lpl 

I, ! , ' i . / >  ; :" 
, I According to the Buffalo News article on May 25, 2005: 

Top Air Force officials relied on their "collective judgment" in deciding to recommend their 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rankings that showed Niagara 

f outperforming several other bases slated to remain open. Air Force spokesman Douglas Karas 
said the Air Force's "mission compatibility index' was just one of the factors considered in the 
base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airliR missions were slated to stay 
open when they had lower "MCPf scores than Niagara, Karas said the Base Closure Executive 
Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There were cases in the analysis process 
where lower ranked bases were retained," Kams said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
Group used their collective judgment, that, when combined with the MCI scores, resulted in the 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in Niagara's case." 

- - 
i _I /I 





































Lona L. Tobin 
578 Locust Street Apt. 1 

Lockport, NY 14094 

June 3.2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi and 
BRAC Commissioners 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment commission 
2521 South Clark St. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sirs: 
- -- - - .  

I'm writing in response to the news that the BRAC is recommending the closure of the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Station. 

Many of us are concerned about the negative impact on our local economy. That is a 
complaint that you will hear in most of the letters you're going to receive. And it's true that the 
base is a major employer in an area that is experiencing job losses anyway. The manpower 
numbers (military staff 115 and civilian 527) that you have published as expected to be lost 
seems small. It appears that this would be a very efficient airbase to keep open. 

Our reservists come from all over western New York. These are mostly people with jobs and 
*families that7are established in this ares. If our base closes, they won't be in a position uproot 
their families and quit their jobs (also consider the spouse's job) to move out of state to maintain 
their part-time reservist or volunteer positions. You will lose these fine men and women. Also, 
by condensing your bases in one area, where will the pool of new recruits come from? Any one 
area can only provide a limited supply of volunteers. Who will fight the war that costs more 
than the base closings will save in any year? 

I know that you would like to take the planes from the Air National Guard and the Reserve A~rlift 
Wing to replace aging planes in other areas. Of course, you'll have to wait until they all come 
back from the middle east to get them - at that time you can let the men and women who were c-- - - -  with the planes know that you no longer feel they and their familes,are important enough to 

I ,  r keepgydu onlywant the'planes. wGy;aren1t there enough reliable aircraft maintained'in these1 
other bases now? 

As you can see, I am deeply opposed to closing this base. I'm asking that you reconsider the 
impact of your recommendation and keep the base open. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was shocked and upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's 

- . - -- - - .-.,best interest-and-the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove -. - , I 1 1  " Niagira Falls from the closure list. I 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, 
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. I read that it is also one of the most 
successful recruiting bases in the country. Why would we want to close this base when it 
was one of only a few that was consistently meeting its goals? 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Linda L. Tarnowski 
2022 Swann Road 
Ransomville, New York 14 13 1 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suit 600 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

. - --* - - --- - . 

I 

I I 

1 1  
I 

about the Niagara 
do these men and 
our community 

security? , 
1 

2 ' 
I 

L , 3 
, I  

, , .Hours upon hours, weeks upon weeks, months upon months training and 
retraining when they received new H model C-13O's, getting ready for Desert Storm, 
preparing for night vihon to go to Iraq in all kinds of weithei (we have four seasons) and 
countless of other in detween "smaller " missions that were by no means smaller when 
your constantly l e a d g  loved ones home and civilian jobs and at times losing them. All 
this and they came out with an outstanding record?! 

Our community as a whole constantly supported them by outreach progranbs, '. 
offering discounted tickets to events, signs in store windows, house windows, car 

I windows, a nice hug of encouragement from a stranger if they found out a loved one was - 1 -  - -  or a good slap on the back , " , :  ' 1 ,  ' ~ ~ 1 ,  
'I*, I+ j . '  I I I , 

I 1 i 
the; feel good tq hear them 

missions and it how many ppople I bee at the end 
and land at any given time. WE'RE AN 

I 
I I , 

Not to he&& the Airshows they put on for the community) and the Prom Night 
program for the area school, districts to save young lives and the Civil Air Patrol 
Organization. r 

+ r 

I i i ,  I ,  i * 

It's going to have a tremendous economic impact the Western New York Region 
that is already struggling to stay afloat. It not only effects the city of Niagara Falls, but 



* 
1 

I 
also the city of Buffalo. Both cities are struggling with many of the industries moving 
away and parts of the cities are ghost towns and businesses are boarded up already. Yet, 
here we sit with a state of the art Airforce Reserve Base that $35M has been put into new 

I facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the bases' effectiveness of the 
whole wing! Base Operations Support have been reduced by not less then 33% (to 
include a 25% reductions in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Airforce Reserve Command. Now let me see.. . . . . Cost efficient, $35M 
invested, ample air space, more acreage for expansion and plenty of room to park 8 more 
C-130s.. . . . . , but we need to close it up and let all this sit there and send everything and 
everyone to a congested, certainly not as efficient (with all the air traffic), which means 
less training, less variety of training(weather),less recruitment because these places are 
obviously recruited out ( Niagara Falls has excess of 100% recruitment rates) and a big 

-- waste of tax-payers money if you ask me. Doesn't sound like a good economic move if 

1' ( 1 1 1 1 ,  indeed you A n t  cost efficiency! i I1 / 

J ! , ! ' !',, ' I 

There is also an issue of national security being right next to an international 
border. Just about a week and a half ago there was a scare of some kind of hmes coming 
out of a vehicle that they found counterfeit money in. Some of the custom workers were 
taken to the hospital. Guess who was there? The FIRE DEPT FROM THE NIAGARA 
FALLS AIRFORCE BASE! 

I am indeed outraged by this BRAC recommendation. Unfortunately, it's like a 
lot of our government agencies, too far away to get the big picture. Here I've only listed a 
very few of the reasons this recommendation MUST be reconsidered. Hopehlly, if 
enough of us take the time to put our two cents in, you'll get the BIG PICTURE 
from all of us. 

Linda L. Tarnowski 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suik 600 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

As residents of Niagara New York, we are very upset by the Defense Department's 
recommendation to Falls Air Force Reserve & Guard base. This 
recommendation time and I would hope aRer carefbl consideration 
the BRAC decision and remove the Niagara Falls Air Force 

i 11 4 
it is positioned is so close 

at war. As the only military 
military recruitment. It is hard 

missions and jobs away from so 
the more costly Active Duty bases. - - a- - - - -  - - 

to the New York Air National 
and retain military personnel even more 

difficult than it is now. 

Our New York comm@l6e$\ $&nd united and in full support for this base and its retention. 
1 / l l l ~ l  1 1  I 

Please overturn the Pen'tagon s irecommendation and keep this base open. 
' I itI /j I 

Thank you for your consideration and time. 
I 111 1111 1 I 



BRAC Commission 
252 1 South Clark St. 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

7 1 Wickham Dr. 
Williamsville, NY 1422 1 

0 6 5 0 2 0 0 5  
June 7,2005 

Dear Sir: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, 
NY be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and 
part-time workers, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. 
zlpI---"Z--. - --+-1 

I , 1 ,  and Canada, a h g  with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex 
I 

' which harnesses the waters of the Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the 
! 
I 

Northeast U.S. Grid. 

I 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fullyexpandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to 
further secure America's northern border and power grid infrastructures. It should be 
expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
. I  

. Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air: Force present in NY by 40%, and 
eliminate the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, 
Niagara has been modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened 
runways which have improved the operational effectiveness of the Wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost- 
efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the abilitv to recruit and retain New 

, . Yorkers,in-3 the-units have both maintained in-excess of 100% . -- 
A - -- - ------ --- 

-*, ,qhr I l  I> I * , ,  r . 1  I 1 ;; j ,/ ,i7, i lj, : " " l m ~ p g / r ; i t f ~ . ~  / I  . ,  , , ' i ;  ' ' 1  j I 1 I I : $ 4 1  , 4 ~ i a ~ a r a '  iki&iisting infrastnicture can accommodate I a d d t i o h  1 3 0 ~  
model aircraft without 'many military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints and 
has acreage on the base and adjacent land for expansion. 

I humbly request that you reconsider the decision to close the Niagara Falls Air Reserve 
Station., The fine men and women of the 107'~ ~ i r  Refueling Wing and the 9 14 th~  Airlift 
Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war on terror 
overseas. 

Yours t r u l y ,  \ 

L L ~ C W  

Elaine M. Sobczyk 



June 3,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

I Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 
-*-=-%--_- d _ - A - - ^  _- _ __ '! 

As a former member of the 107" NYANG Unit I am troubled by the Defense 
1 Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. The 

members of both the 1 0 7 ~ ~  and 914'~ are dedicated individuals with the best interests of 
our country in mind. What will happen to these men and women? Will they be let out of 
their commitments furthering the decline of needed military personnel? 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. How will the Department defend the region, and who will respond to man- 
made or natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended 
list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of 
the country. 

Sincerely, 



June 6, 2005 
Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 
- 

1 am concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This 

-- -I ,_ _ _ -recommendation is 'a not in the nation's best interest. The BRAC -- 
Commission should reverse this decision, and remove Niagara Falls from 
the closure list. 

It is  no secret that closing the base would have a devastating 
economic impact on our region. The base is  Niagara County's second- 
largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military and 
civilian, with an estimated economic impact of $1 50 million on regional 
businesses. It is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has 
decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard 
and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. 

The media has reported that the military is facing significant 
challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major 
military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to 
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the 
New York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to 
recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is  now. 

business community stands in -support of ,the . 

, h , i ' i l ~  " 
and Guard Base, and i ts  retentidh.~ &hotit - [ 1 1 11 I a b l l  the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the' l i * ill " I I 

Very truly yours, 

Brad K. Mazon 
534 Main Street 
Ebenezer, NY 14224 
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Chairman Anthony 3 .  Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 
- 

I 
Dear Chairman Principi aria BRAC Commissioners: 

i 1 I , \ $ 1  

I do not agree with the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
Fofice Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in  the nation's best interest and 
the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the 
closure list. 

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is 
Niagara County's second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military 
and civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses. .. . I  

It is also difficult to  understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and 
jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to 
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel 
even more difficult than it is now. 

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
c o ~ m u n i t y  in,,,support ,o f  the Niagara F;alls ,Air Force Reserye and 'Guard Base, and its 

, / i  betention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and  keg!^ {he base opin.  < I  
I '  

' I  1 1  /1 
Sincerely, I 

Michael K. Walsh 
Executive Vice President 

WALSH DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE 
801 Main St PO Box 5016 Buffalo NY 14205-5016 Phone (716) 853-3820 Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com 



Established 1860 

June 6, 2005 

Chairman Anthony 3 .  Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Principi a d  BRAC Commissioners: 

nbt agree with the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and 

Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the 
closure list. 

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is 
Niagara County's second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military 
and civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses. 

It is also difficult to understand why the Air Force has decided to  take planes, missions and 
jobs a w a y  frori-t'so Wiany Air'Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly 
Active Duty bases. -. ' 

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to 
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel 
even more difficult than it is now. 

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
community in support. of the Niagara ..Falls Air. Force Re_serve and Guard Base, and its - . 

retention,. Overturn ,t~e:'Pentagon1s recommendation and keep the base open. diili~~ ~\lll I b l  
11 i~ 1 1  i j l ( .  1 1  I 

I ! 1 ~incerel9, 
I I 

John N. Walsh, 111, J.D., CIC 
Chaimiaii & Chief-Executive Officer ' -11.9 . - .  :!>$I 

r , < ,, r T  $ 1  - , ,  + 
'f'.. 

, , . . . . . .  

WAL~H DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE 
801 Main St PO Box 5016 Buffalo NY 14205-5016 Phone (716) 853-3820 Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com 



Established 1860 

June 6, 2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Pi-incipi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

- - -  

i bear chairman Princi,pi and BRAC Commissioners: I I 

! 
I do not agree with the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 

I Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and 
the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove Niagara Falls from the 
closure list. 

Closing the base would have a devastating economic impact on our region: The base is 
Niagara County's second-largest employer with more than 3,000 full- and part-time military 
and civilian and it has an estimated impact of $150 million on regional businesses. 

I t  is also difficult-tb"understarid .why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and 
jobs away from 'so many Air  Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

The military is facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to 
military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel 
even more difficult than it is now. 

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
comm'unity in support of the-Niagara Fplls Air Force ~ e s e r i e  and- Guard Base; and its 
r e t e n t i ~ ~ i ~ v e r t w r ~ ~ t h b  Pentagbn's recommendation and keep the base open. 1 ' 

I 

Sincerely, 

WALSH DUFFIELD & M INSURANCE 
801 Main St PO Box 5016 Buffalo NY 14205-5016 Phone (726) 853-3820 Fax (716) 847-1360 Web www.walshins.com 



















ra County officials en- 
Western New Yorkers 
the following letter to 

erse this decision and re- 

Force Reserve Command. 

has acreage on !he base and ad- " jacent to the installation for ex- 
b pansion. i I 

I urge the Commission, in i 
the strongest possible terms, to I I remove Niagara Falls Air re- 
serve Station from the Penta- 
gon's recommended list of base 

1 clohures and to stop the con- 
tinuing retreat of the military 

I 
from our region of the country. 

I @&*A 1 





PAUL H. WINTER 
SS BROCRETT D m  

BUFFALO. NEW YORE 14223 

May 3 ,  2005 

The Niaqara M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Council  
P .O .  BOG 231 
Niagara P a l l s ,  N .Y .  14304 .. 

- 1, 

Gentlemen: ... - - - ?  .-- + h. - 
- - - 

I r e c e n t l y  r ead  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  by John Cooper S r .  
i n  t h i s  p a s t  week's  e d i t i o n  of Buf fa lo  Business  
F i r s t ,  concerning t h e  p o s s i b l e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  
Niagara F a l l s  A i r  Reserve S t a t i o n .  

A s  t h e  second l a r g e s t  employer i n  Niagara County 
w i t h  over  2900 employees and a$50 m i l l i o n  annual  
p a y r o l l ,  t h i s  c l o s i n g  would have a d e v i s t a t i n g  
a f f e c t  on t h e  Western New York community. 

This  a r e a  c e r t a i n l y  cannot  a f f o r d  t o  l o s e  y e t  
ano the r  l a r g e  s c a l e  l o s s  of employment. You may 
count  on r e g i s t e r i n - g  m e  i n  t h e  community suppor t  
t o  l e t  t h e  government know how very  much w e  need 
t h i s  f a c i l i t y L  t o  remain open. 

- - 

, . . , Paul  H .  Winter - 
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May 27,2005 
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I ' Ill 
,I 1 1  ill 

BRAC Comtpis,sion 1 1  
, 2521 south  lark Street, Suite 600 

- 
I -- -Arlington, VA-22202- -i . . - -. 

11 I I i 
' ?  , 1 '  1 .  4 '  

1 /I I 
1 '  U '  

The Pentagon has rec6mmended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, Mew York, be closed. Listed below are a number of factors supporting 
the military value of the Base to the well-being of the people of the United States. 

The Base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between 
the United States and ~anada, along with the New York State Power Authority's 
Hydropower Complex which ha'rnesses the waters of the Niagara River and supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

I 
While the Base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 

strategically placed and fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to 
further secure America's northern border and power grid infrastructure. It should 
be expanded rather than closed. 

I 

According to the Military Affairs Council: 
-L - .- 

' . -ill - - -- - 
(1 

/, 

. - 1 I . 1l , t 1 (11 [Il I , ; L I 1 &14sure1!f!~iagara yould4 redup 4he h&&rce prdpence id Nyw York b$ 
I 40%: and eliminate' the last Federal Air Force flying mission in the ~tat/d.!l 

, , 
I Sin& 1995, ~iagara has been modernized with'' $35,000,000 in new 

1 1  facilities and lengthened runways, which have' improved the operational 
1 1  effectiveness of the Wings. 

I 1 1  

I 
Base Operations Support costs have been reduced by not less than 33% 
(to include a 26% reduction in utilities) to make the Base one of the 

I most cost-efficient facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 



Closure of the Base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain 
New Yorkers in a region in which the units have maintained both 
recruitment and retention in excess of 100% manning rates. 

Niagara Falls' existing infrastructure can accommodate eight additional 
C-130H modell aircraft without any military construction. 

0 Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control 
constraints and has acreage on the Base and adjacent to the installation 
for expansion. 

I respectfully request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the 

, --I - -  I 

Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. The fine men and women of the 107" Air Refueling 
I ,  , , I Wing and 914'~ ,~ir l i f t  Wing have been instrumental in securing the homefront and ; ,I 1 1  1' '/fighting the war on terror overseas. ,I I I( "I 

I 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely; 

Robin E. Ott 



RONALD G. LUCAS 
PRESIDENT 

PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

WILLIAM C. McCRACKEN 
SECRETARY-TREASURER 

BUSINESS AGENT 

KENNETH BRZEZlNKSl 
VICE PRESIDENT 

TERRY HUGHES 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

RICHARD S. CARR 
TRUSTEE 

ANGEL0 FIORELLO, JR. 
TRUSTEE 

PAUL PARIATO 
TRUSTEE 

ROBERT BONILLA 
BUSINESS AGENT 

THOMAS W. DZlEDZlC 
BUSINESS AGENT 

BRADLEY R HAAG 
BUSINESS AGENT 

RICHARD LlPSlTZ 
BUSINESS AGENT 

LABOR MOVEMENT LIAISON 

.EDWARD T. McDONALD 
BUSINESS AGENT 

GLENN C. MlllER 
BUSINESS AGENT 

SCOTT CHISMAR 
DIRECTOR OF 

ORGANIZING / FIELD REP 

264 C -- 
AFFILIATED WITH THE 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS, 
I 
I TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No 46 
I AND ITS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS 

MAIN OFFICE BRANCH OFFICE 
35 TYROL DRIVE 102 E MAIN STREET 

CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-271 5 FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733 
(71 6) 668-8007 Fax (71 6) 668-81 22 (71 6) 665-401 4 Fax (71 6) 665-6006 

1 -800-773-9 1 1 5 1-888-458-1 802 

' June 6,2005 

Senator George Maziarz 
2578 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Wheatfield, NY 14304 

Dear Senator Maziarz: I 
The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy 

- The base site lies witlun close proximity to four major border crossing between the US. and ~ a n a d a ,  
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would redwe the Air Force presence 'in NY.by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State.' Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness.of the wings. , , 

* We have also reduced'our Base Operations Suppkt costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 

. Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate 'the ability to recruit and retain New ~ o i k e r s  in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates: 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
withoui'any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decis~on to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914'~ Airlift Wing have been instrumental in secunng the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

sincerely 

.&,.&/a 

Ronald G. Lucas 
President 

PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS 

, 



RONALD G LUCAS 
PRESIDENT 

PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

WILLIAM C McCRACKEN 
SECRETARYTREASURER 

BUSINESS AGENT 

KENNETH BRZEZlNKSl 
VICE PRESIDENT 

TERRY HUGHES 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

RICHARD S CARR 
TRUSTEE 

ANGEL0 FIORELLO, JR 
TRUSTEE 

PAUL PARLATO 
TRUSTEE 

ROBERT BONlLlA 
BUSINESS AGENT 

THOMAS W DZlEDZlC 
BUSINESS AGENT 

BRADLEY R HAAG 
BUSINESS AGENT 

RICHARD LlPSlTZ 
BUSINESS AGENT 

LABOR MOVEMENT LIAISON 

EDWARD T McDONALD 
BUSINESS AGENT 

GLENN C MILLER 
BUSINESS AGENT 

SCOT CHISMAR 
DIRECTOR OF 

ORGANIZING / FIELD REP 

TEAMSTERS LOCAL U ION NO. 264 
AFFILIATED WITH THE 

lNTERNATlONA1 BROTHERHOOD OF TEAMSTERS, 
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL No 46 

AND ITS VARIOUS TRADE CONFERENCES AND TRADE DIVISIONS 

MAIN OFFICE. BRANCH OFFICE 
35 TYROL DRIVE 102 E MAIN STREET 

CHEEKTOWAGA, NEW YORK 14227-271 5 FALCONER, NEW YORK 14733 
(71 6) 668-8007 Fax (71 6) 668-81 22 (71 6) 665-401 4 Fax (71 6) 665-6006 

1 -800-773-9 1 1 5 1-888-458-1 802 
June 6,2005 

Senator Charles Schumer . . 
3 13 Hart - Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Schumer: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer 1~1th nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to om region's economy. A 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex whlch harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logstical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized wkh 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

' Clokure of the base wouid also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any militaxy construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914" Aid& Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter 

Sincerely, 

&.,&Wewu- 
William C. McCracken 
Secretary-Treasurer 
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June 2. 2005 

Senator  iron Brown 
65 Court St., Rm 21 3 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Dear Senator Brown: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to fourmajor border cross&g between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with'the New York POW& Authority's Hydropower complex which.harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the A& Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runwhys which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to inchide a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in 'the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100o% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military constiuction. 

Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 107& Air Refileling Wing and 914'h Arlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

~ o n a l d  G. Lucas 
President 
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June 6,2005 

Senator Hillary Clinton 
476 Russell - Senate Office Bldg 

a 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Senator Clinton: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Stat~on in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategcally placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power m d  infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

Accordmg to the Niagara Military Mairs  Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced .our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
' ~o rce  Reserve Command. 
closure of the base would also.eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units haveboth maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has ., 

acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 9 1 4 ~  Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas 

h ha& you for your tlme and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerelv. 

William C. McCracken 
Secretary-Treasurer 

PLEASE DIRECT RETURN CORRESPONDENCE TO THE CHEEKTOWAGA, NY ADDRESS 



I June 13,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission . 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and B R ~  Cormnissioners: 
I 

I 
I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve 
and Guard base. It is difEicult to understand what rationale there could be for closing this vital instrument for 
our homeland security. 

I know that you must be aware that Reserve forces are currently some of the only resources we have to send to 
fight the war in Iraq. We have no others and recruiting efforts continue to faU. short. , 

Our area is sensitive in terms of defending the homeland. We share major boarder crossings with Canada and 
our.area generates the power that is used to power much of New York City. New York City is the only city in 
America that has actually been attacked! 

Could anyone be seriously thinking of reducing homeland security in New York and exporting it to some other 
region of the country? 

There are no political considerations that can justifj this kind of reckless disregard for the safety of our region. 

I Please respond to my concerns at the address below. 

I 
1 Sincerely, 



3060 Delancey Road 
Niagara Falls, NY 143' 
June 14, 2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners 

The recommendation' of the Defense Department to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base should be reconsidered. 

Every now and then when I look up into a clear-blue-sky - over 
Niagara Falls - I see contrails high, very, very high in the sky. 
They oTten come up from the East. Who are they? Where do they 
come from? Where are they going? Do they have a target? 

Pictures in my books on World War I1 show such contrails in the 
thousands ovek Europe. These days I see only a few. But they 
are frightening. 

Nany years ago I was amused to hear Niagara Falls referred to as 
a "frontier town". But it is! It is on the very edge of the nation, 
on the frontier. It should be in the first lineLof.defense. 

Many local.manufacturing plants are gone but there remains the huge 
power generating plant with its water conduits above and below 
ground, its reservoirs, its electrical switching, high voltage 
yards, its dynamos, its transmission systems. 

And all of them are duplicated a few miles away in our neighbor, 
Canada. 

During World War 11, I served in the Army Air Corps in a Group 
that was dedicated to the repair and maintenance of heavy bombers. 
I worked -thirty years at a local chemical-manu5ac$ur-ing complex.- 
My wife was a secretary to the C.O. at a now vanished'~ava1,~ir ! *  

1, 

Station. 
" i 

If today's Air Base vanishes as well, I fear for the future defense 
of this frontier area. 

Sincerely, 

9 . y ~  9. 
Joseph J. McDonald 
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 

515 ROUTE 32  

P. 0 .  BOX 495 

HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 10930 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

- - - -. - - - -- - -1. _-- - - 
i I '  Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I applaud the BRAC Commission's foresight in recognizing the strategic and 
military importance of maintaining the military presence of the 1 0 5 ~ ~  Air National Guard 
base and Marine installation at Stewart International Airport. However, I have grave 
concerns about the recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and 
Guard base. 

Given the Niagara base's proximity to the Canadian border, major chemical 
plants, the Niagara Power Project and major cities of Buffalo and Rochester, homeland 
security issues dictate that the facility be kept open. In addition, our nation's armed forces 
are facing serious difficulties in recruiting. As the only remaining major military 
installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. The 
impact of the decision to close this base will be devastating to the New York Air National 
Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even 
more difftcult. 

I join with all New Yorkers who stand with the Niagara FalldWestern New York 
community in supporting retention of this base. I strongly urge the Commission to 
remove Niagara Falls Air Force Base from the recommended list of base closures. 

I 
I 

4 1 1  I ,  1 1 ' 1 i 1 ! I I ! I 1  Srncerely yours, 



Bernadette Castro 
Commissioner 

June 2 1,2005 

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 Clark Street, Ste. 600 

1 Arlington, VA 22202 

1 I 8 I 

; '1 '! ' ~eaicha i rman pdncipi and BRAC Commissioners: 
I 

Georee E. Pataki 

I write to you as the Commissioner of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation, with stewardship over the premier attraction in the Niagara Region, and as 
an ad hoc member of the Niagara Tourism and Convention Corporation. 

, - 
I am deeply troubled by the Defense ~e~ar tment ' s  recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force ~ e s e r v e  ~ a s e .  This recommendation appears to be based upon inadequate information,: 
and I urge the BRAC Cornmiskion to ieject this proposal and remove the ~ i a ~ a r k ~ ~ l l s  ~ a s e  from 

I * ' 
the list. 

i 

- - 
As the Commissioner of an Agency that has bverseen some $40,000~000 publk and private 
investment in the Greater Niagara Region over the past ten years, I must believe that there are 
viable alternatives to the elimination of the planes, missions, and jobs from so many Air Guard 
and Air Reserve bases and deploy them on the more costly Active Duty bases. The Air National 
Guard's 107" Air Refueling Wing, based at Niagara Falls, has performed with honor and courage 
in the current conflict in Iraq, and has a critical role as the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Air 

the region. and is so closely - . .- 
consider the value oflthik unit, and bf this I '  I & h a  !! 

decisions affect& thii &set of such 

I also ask that you consider that: 

The federal governmelit has invested more than $45 million in Niagara Falls shce 1995 
in new facilities. 

: : ; :,;: .: <.? { , 
t i  :,;.,,.. .. .,, B,ase ,;:.. ..-. Operations > ,,.,..:.: . . . )  y: Suppon . .r.,, ...: costs have beenreducemorg than 33% (tojnclude;a;25%, l.+i- ? ,;,. , , A ,  > .... - : ' - . '  .> . ... : .. . z . ! , , ,  . - . . , .  - .  . . . . r . .  .< 
- , - .,,:. '.< ,.,*: 1 " . reduction . ,  'in ..,.. utilities) , : , .  . . >  to ,.!: make . ,, :::-,:'.; the,6& ::,,,, .,:':.,, 'oneof the:most, . .-. cosi-effic{e~t.:facilitie~s~n . .  . , . .  .;the Air 

. , -  ,.. . , ::.:. ;.: . , , .... . . % 1. .. : . , . . ~",; . . . ,  " .;' 
. - .. - For6e @m'~ ind .  ". . . . . , ., - .  , . . . , ... , .., .. . . _ . . ~. .:,. . .  . . ' ":1' ', 

i. ,l ,,.; i :;.t;;:. ;: ; ' . s . ' , . > , '  , 
8 '  ' .  , ,  ,, . , \ , ,- , . , c .  !',..; , ;.;;- ,: J ~.-.:'> $ F a . -  .- : .  .. ) .  .. 

Clbsure of the eliminate$ the ability to recruit and retain New Y&k& in a r@& in 

Empire State Plaza Agency Building 1 Albany, New York 12238 
518-474-0463 FAX.: 518-474-1365 



which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I urge the Commission, in the strongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls AFB from 
tagon's recommended list of base closures. 



June 16,2005 

MassMutual 
F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P  

T H E  BLUE C H I P  COMPANIESsM 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 

Jonathan P. Booz, I1 
Financial Services Professional 

Cathedral Park Tower Suite 500 
37 Franklin Street 
Buffalo NY 14202-41 82 
Tel (716) 852-1321 Ext 344 
Fax (716) 842-1628 
e-mail: jbooz@finsvcs.com 

@ RECEIVED 

Dear Chairman Principi  and!^#^ Commissioneis: 
i i  /Iqi l j i  I , , '  I I 

I was upset by the Defense Depa$ment's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
11 ' I  l~llll I I I! Force Reserve and Guard ~ase ihh is  recommenaation is a not in the nation's best 

Ill I !'i 
interest and the BRAC Comm~ssion should reqerse this decision and to remove 
Niagara Falls from the closu4e  list:^ 

I : I l l  i j  1 I 

It's no secret that closing thg base would have ai devastating economic impact on 
our region: The base is ~iagarai County's seconjd;largest employer with more than 

.\ I \ I \ ;  I ,  3,000 full- and part-time militayand civilian and it has an estimated impact of $1 50 
I million on regional businessds. I ! ; 1 1 ; i ;  

That said, it is also difficult t o  dnderstand why the Air Force has decided to take 
II planes, missions and jobs away/from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and 

put them on more costly ~ c t d e  Duty bases. 
t Ill1 

The media has reported that/thelmilitary is facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. - - As the _ _ _ _  only _ remaining major military installation in western New 

' I  York, Niagara ifalls (has been' key to militaryh,recruitment. The impact of /this decision I ; ii will be deqastating to the ~ e 4  Yo,rk Air ~atidnal Guard and will makerthd Pentagon's 
; efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

The Buffalo Niagara business community stands with the Niagara FallsMlestern 
New York community in support of the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard 
Base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the 

Insurance Representative of Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) and affiliates Springfield MA 01 11 1-0001 
Registered Representative of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc., a MassMutual subsidiary Supervisory Ofice: Cathedral 
Park Tower 37 Franklin Street Suite 500 Buffalo NY 14202-4107 (716) 852-1321. The Buffalo Agency, Michael J. McDermid, CLU, ChFC, CLTC, 
General Agent 



June 1,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

- "I , - - - - 
1 1 1  1 ~ k k r  ~hairm&kiii+ki~i and BRAC ~ommissidners: 

I am deeply concerned that the Defense Department has 
recommended closing the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and 
Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the best interest for 
the nation and especially for Western New York State. Therefore, I 

@ am officially requesting the BRAC Cornmissio~reverse their 
decision and maintain our Base and their protection especially 
now, let me explain. 

Western New York is a prime target for terrorists, illegal 
aliens and large-scale crime activity since we reside across the 
border from Toronto, Canada, encompassed by Lake Ontario, Lake 

I Erie and we also provide the majority of Turbo Electric Power 

a major gateway in history I I 

also known as the 

Authority that is now located in between. 

I I 

1 



Throughout the years that I have learned about the Power 
Authority it has always been stated that this Turbo Power Plant 
would be a major target in wartime due to the ability of not only 
taking out the entire region with the demolition of it but by the 
crippling effects that would trigger a loss of electricity along the 
eastern coast. 

I - - -.+ - -- - -  - 
1 1  !I , . -1. ~ith~theseith6,u~hts in miid,I again; appeal tothe. ~ d m m i s s i & e r ~ ~ ~  

' I  I 
send 'of jddgment in that "you don't take away the protection of 
our forces in a hig$ly sensitive and powerhl area to appease other 

9 9 areas that are not aistones throw away from another country . 

Please reconsider this carefully and overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation td leave us defenseless. 



June 3,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and Members of the BRAC Commission: 
' / 

I wish to express my displeasure with the possibility that the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard Base may be closed and I' respectfully ask that serious 

---- -- -- consideration be-given-to-keeping-this base-open-and-operational. 

My displeasure with seeing the Air Base on the recommended list of bases to be 
closed is based on the fact that over the past few years the'Defense Department 
has put millions of dollars into improving the base facilities, particularly the 
lodging facilities. Most recently, I understand that the Armed Forces Recruiting 
Station in Buffalo is being moved to the Air Base because of its excellent 
facilities. Obviously, this too will cost money. It seems to me that putting all of 
the money into this Air Base over the past few years and then to close it within 
the next few years is a total waste of public money and does reflect well on the 
decision-making at various levels of government. I also understand that the 
airfield at our base is one of the longer runways in the force structure. If this is 
true, I have a hard time understanding the decision to close what appears to be a 
well run, well-supported and popular facility. 

While I am sure that the Defense Department has a rationale for its realignment 
recommendations and feels it is in the best interests of the country in the long 
run, closing our air base is obviously unpopular to the local population. As it is 
most likely that not all facilities on the list will, indeed, be closed, I sincerely ask 
that you add my name to those who believe the Niagara Falls Air Reserve and 

i - - a Guard Base should be-rrmov_e_d?drom7@~nal list o f  bases to be closed. Is it 
I I h  I really cost effective to include our.air base on the final listlafter investing the I 1 ,  i .  1 , . 1 

millions of dollars to significantly improve its facilities? 

I sincerely appreciate your listening to me and I pray that you will heed the many 
r e m t s  being made to keep our air base open. 

Concerned Citizen 8;/ 
Colonel, USA, Retired 



Page 1 of 1 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am distressed by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and 
Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission should 
reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the closure list. 

I feel that the base at Niagara Falls should be expanded if anything. I have lived in this area for 58 years. The 
only exception was when I served active Army duty from 66-69. 1 remember as a child the fighter jets that were 
at the Falls. In these troubled times 1 would think that fighter aircraft should be returned to the Niagara Falls 
base. What would happen if the power station here was attacked or destroyed? Has any consideration been - _,, given-to the fact if that happened most of the Northeast USA,_including New York City, would be without 

, .I - electrical power. Rememberthe blackout some years ago. What if the power were gone for m6nths or eve3 
years? I I1 

We need more protection right here. 

The newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. I 
served in Viet Nam and one of the reasons that I enlisted was because of the military awareness I had from 
living in this area. We are proud Americans in Western New York. Our people are paying a high price share in 
the present war as we have always done in past wars. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsNVestern New York community and are united in its support for 
this base, and its retention. Please overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

Terry C!. Smith 
5375 Harris Hill Rd. 
Clarence, NY 14221 

Friday, June 03,2005 America Online: T47SMITH 
-- - - -- 



Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am writing to express my objection to your decision to include the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base on the list for closure. There are many reasons why this 
should not happen and I wanted to give you our view of what this base means to our 
-community. . - -- I *-_ -- 

I i 
I 1 ,  

( 3  ; I I /  

First of all oyr ;immunity has been well s k e d  Gy the 914" and the 107 National , i 
I l l  I I 

Guard. Our c o ~ u n i t y  has, watched time after time, these men and women leaving their 1 
families to go (nd $erve this nation, leaving families and jobs behind "because it was the 
right thing to dl?!", Their f*ilies their suppokt, even though they knew that those 
they love would be p?t in h y q s  way +d also that they would suffer emotionally and 
financially while they/ were &me. They were in Desert Storm, they were in Afghanistan, 
And they were in Iraq.   hat is what they have done for our country. 

I 
p I ' I  

They are also a:treyendops asset to our community,in other ways. They play a very 
important part in our ~ m ' e r ~ e n k ~  Management Plan. Their Hazardous Material Team is 
depended on freq$tmtly. As recently as last week they were called to an emergency at the 
Rainbow Bridge which is one of the spans between Niagara Falls NY and Niagara Falls 
Ontario. Hazardous mate&& come through our arka all the time because we are the 
"Home" of the only licenseh hazardous waste disposal site in NY and many of the 

I '  surrounding states. This is not a point that we as a community are happy about, but it is 
our reality and we have at lkast been able to feel like we have been prepared to deal with 
emergencies when they arise. The Air Base has worked well with our other local 
agencies to give this assurance to our area. I might add that our fire companies in the 
smaller towns are h l  volunteers. The base has a team at the ready 24 hours a day. 

I /IJj I b t r r ,  
* I  I Il ' I  

In addition, we b e  an international border community. After 91 1 y e  yere told that at 
least one of the ter/-orists involvdd ik t$# act of depravity came across o d  border from 
Canada. We also p d  the wikiy""l 6 living in our area. We have the NY State 
Power Authority phich woyld'be a perfect target for terrorists. It provides most of the 

I I / /  * power for the northeast. , 1 ,  

I I , ,  

4 I 

Finally, considelfation sh~#lJ ie,  g i$n  to the financial hardship that would result from 
closing this base. Niagara Falls is4,%eady an economically depressed area. We have lost 

I1 I ll 't 1 ) I 1  so many manufacturing jobs already.~ /TO clqse this base, which is the second largest 
I, I , I  , h i  

employer in the arka, couldbe the last straw for any hope of a recovery for this 
I I I community. pleake overturn the ~ed&gon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

I , I ' I I 1  Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

I 
I 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

-- 
II I . 

closure list. 

It is hard to understand planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the challenges in recruiting 
in Western New 

will be devastating to the Ne Guard and 
to recruit and retain 

Yorkers stand with the ~ i a ~ k a  Falls/Westem New York co 
its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentago 

I and keep the base open. , 



Robert A. MacPhee 
Marguerite A. MacPhee 

6322 Millcwillc. ('irrlc. 
Sanhorn, New York 14 132 

7 16-73 1-5288 

- A --- .. - 4 Y. .- I I I ' /  1 ; 1; l ~ & t h ~ ~ ~ t h e r  o f ~ e c h  sergeant Cory M.Macl'hee. He is an hir &rke reservist with the 9l ihirbase-~$ 
I ~ / k g a r a  ~ h s ,  ~ e ;  York. Cory has been a reservist since 1985. You have had my son as a nineteen year 

I old and have him until he is now a man, a husband, a father, a brother and uncle and most of all our 
loving son. He has always believed he was doing his job as an hmerican to keep his country safe . A place 
to raise his son in peace. His outfit was deployed in 1991 in the Gulf War. The 914 were again deployed to 
Tubuk in Saudi Arabia returning home to be re-deployed to ~ u h a i t  and then to Tallill Air Base in Iraq. In 
dong so he missed a year out of his son life and returned to NO~JOB. A job that he loved and was well paid 
for. When he did returh home Dec-of 2003 to NO JOB he was able to get a civilian job at the Airbase. He 
wak'home going dn with family life. building a house then on May 13,2005, it was announced that the 
Niagara Falls Air Base, was on the chbpping block: Ilow,could that happen? The 914 always made 98% of 
their flights in theker. Their C-130 was the ~ i d t  plane to land a i  Baghdad airport because they were the only 
unit that'had night vision experience. Their C-130 picked-up Jessica Lynch. Their C-130 flew the .loitit Chicf 
of staff. Their C-130 flew the US ambassador out of Baghdad. Their C-130 flew Hillary Clinton, Wayne 
Newton, and the Secretary of Defense Rumsfelt to name a few. The 914 has always been rated number one. 
In 1991 the Base was awarded C-130H airplanes because of their outstand performance in theater. How can 
you in good conscience take a unit that has performed so outstanding and just dismantle and discard them. 

i I can't believe that my son who has given twenty years to the 914 Air Force is now being discarded like 
I trash. What is to happen to him, his wife and son? To make matters worse our government has the nerve to - 

few months. Will they have place to come home to or will the base be 
1 ,  I I 

I 



June 1,2005 

3971 Lockport Road 
Sanborn, NY 14132 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am very concerned over the recent announcement that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 
- - - --was included-on the list of recommended base closings by'the Base Realignment and ,Closure - - - - 

1   oh mission Please allow this letter to serve as iny personal plea to reconsider this 
recommendation and remove the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base from this list. 

Given the location of the base and the potential threat of terrorism resulting from border 
proximity and the power project that provides electricity to an enormous population within the 
north eastern region of the country, I am dismayed that a decision such as this has been made 
by the very entity charged with protecting our country from such threats. Additionally, this 
military installation has served as an inspiration for citizens to enlist in the armed forces, 
increased civilian support of those serving our country and has invoked a resurgence of 
patriotism as evidenced by flags proudly displayed on homes across the region. 

I urge the Commission to reconsider their decision and remove the NFAB from the list of 
recommended base closings. Your consideration of this request is greatly appreciated. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark St. 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, and BRAC Commissioners, 

I am deeply concerned over the Defense Departments recent decision to close 
Niagara Falls Air-Reserve Station (NFARS). I just cannot understand their 
rationale! Both units, (The 107th Air Refueling Wing, and the1914th Airlift Wing) 
continue to provide a vital service in the defense of our country. The 914th Airlift 
Wing served with distinction during the first gulf war, has been deployed several 
times during the latest gulf war, and is scheduled to return to the Middle East later 
this year (my son is going). Early on in the present gulf conflict the 914th was 
called upon to fly many dangerous night missions using night vision goggles. 
They were called upon because they were the only C-130 unit in theater that was 
fully qualified in their use. The 914th received many accolades for their 
performance during these missions. The 914th also participated in the rescue of 
Jessica Lynch. The 107th Air Refueling Wing has performed in an exemplary 
manner in support of air refueling operations worldwide (including the Bosnia 
operation, and the latest Gulf war. At the present time elements of the 107th 
support refueling operations out of Guam. The other day as I was reading an 
issue of the Air Force Times I came across a photo of a 107th tanker refueling a 
B-2 bomber over the Pacific near Guam. What a beautiful sight! 

Sir, I have read that the purpose of this BRAC is to "cut the fat" so to speak so 
that existing resources can be utilized to the maximum. Cutting the NFARS 
makes no sense because dollar for dollar the Defense Department gets more 
bang for its buck (a fact that they will not admit) from the Guard, and Reserve 
units. - - -  - - .-a- -- 

/I II !Ill.II I~ I 11 11 1 I I During my 34 year m~l~tary career I served in both the active, and reserve force. 
This is not politi@ly bfrect, but I will say it anyway. Guard and Reserve aircraft . 
are better maintainedland stay mission ready longer in , ~ m b a t  I I I 1 ~ 1  I oppratioq; 11 I I III. Reserve units hahe &olthings that set them: apak'from @st r w u  I larl , I  upts! These 
two things e ~ h a n b  &mbat capability. What I am talkinglabou/ /s expeqtise, and 
stability. They go lhana in hand. Example: In a reserve unit the same personnel 

1 1 1 1  I1 I work 1 1  together year adeq year (stability). This leads to a j p , ~  high bxperience level 
(expertise). The 4nd #ult is a better maintained! moreef fe~ ibh~apons 1 1  l I  

sbtem.' In a regu(ar unit there is a constant statellof flui!l l~~ 1 1 1 . 4 1 1  newtr~op I I I cqmes in, 
you spend 90 years f/{ining himiher, and either itheir enllstmentislip or th=i 
ship out. There is little stability. The experience level is dminished. 
~onsequently, mission #apability is diminished. 1 

I I/ 1 
I Another deiision made by the Department of Defense really troubles me. It is 

1 I I It /I 



their proposal is to transfer a great number of C-130 aircraft to Little Rock AFB 
and make it a "super baseW(l believe the number of C-130 aircraft would be over 
100). What a target for terrorists! You think we would have learned our lesson at 
Pearl Harbor when we lined all of our aircraft up in neat rows. A few dedicated 
terrorists attacking the" super base" could cripple our C-130 airlift capability. If not 
terrorists, then how about a natural disaster (tornado)? As we all know a tornado 
gives little warning before it hits. The base and the C-130 fleet could be wiped out 
in a matter of minutes. A super base is not a good idea! 

Sir, in this era of limited funding the NFARS has also done a fine job in reducing 
the costs of running the base. Base operating support costs have been reduced 

- . - *. mo~e than 33 percent* (that includes a 25 percent reduction in utilities). These 
/i II ')I redudiions'have-made the NFARS one of the most cost efficieA facilities in the 

Air Force ~esbide: One might ask what has this to do with combat capability? 
Well, it allows the savings to be spent on other more critical items. 

Sir, I know that you will be visiting the NFARS later this month. I think the 
facilities, and the outstanding personnel will impress you. They are looking 
fotward to your visit. 

. Chairman Principi: I've had my say, so I'll try to sum it up in a nutshell. The 
NFARS is a valuable national asset, manned by dedicated personnel, performing 
missions that are vital to the security of our country. The base gives our country 
an excellent return for the money spent. The Department of Defense decision to 
close the NFARS was a mistake. I urge you and the BRAC commission to 
reverse this decision. 

Respectfully, 





31 83 Trenton Road 

 amb bur^, NY 14075 

~ r i e  County, USA 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I . -  

My name is visten Anderson-Rogers, I am a student at Buffalo State 
, - - - 

COI@~* '  ~ ~ , , h - p b a " d  . 'ls ' J .- I , ~iqf i& l  I S  . pnd (are de$e&tteily requesting c . that the Niagara 
' Falls Air ~ a s e ,  in NiagaraFalls, NY remains open. My father, SSGT Clifford D. 

4 

I 1  / Anderson Jr. is currently in Iraq servicing this great country and as an Army 
I 

Reservist he reports to the Niagara Falls Air Base. My parents live in South 

Wales, and the drive to the Niagara County base is the most convenient for my 

father. If this airbase were to close he would have to drive a considerably longer 

distance for reserves. 

I don't believe that these hard working men and women, who leave their 

families and many who give their lives, deserve this. Niagara County, Erie 

County, it doesn't matter where benefit from and need this airbase. Please keep 
the Niagara base open it is imperative in our continuing effort to defend our 

freedom. Thank You very much for your time. 

Sincerely, 

a I Kristen Andeison-Rogers / 



" , I 
7 ' 

ChairmanlAnthony J. Principi i 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am at a loss to understand the Commissions recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
- ,- Force Reserve and Guard Base; 

I I '  1 I , $ 

I ' I  . I I ;  

We are next to the Canadian border which is vulnerable to terrorist infiltration or attacks. Not 
only do we have the State'Power Authority located in this vicinity which controls the electrical 
power throughout New York State, New York City as well as parts of Canada but we have the 
Lake Ontario Ordinance Works which contains the residue of the Manhattan Project. One 
explosive would release 18,000 tons of nuclear materials plus % of the world's supply of pure 
radium.. 

Our area is in need of this Air Base for the general protection of this community. I am enclosing 
newspaper articles reinforcing the need to keep this Base open. 

One newspaper excerpt proves the need of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station to assist ow 
community in case of hazardous material that could be transported unknowingly thru Canada. 

A former assistant secretary of defense under President Ronald Reagan, in his article to the press, 
reinforces the need to keep this Base open. Closing of a base on Long Island as it services a 

.-- ..- search and rescue Guard Unit, whereby the Niagara Falls Air Force Base has over the years been 
called upon to serve the country. 

Brig. Gen. James C.-Cook's newspaper-account-of the Niagara Falls Air Base gives additional ill ; 1 1  I I suppdn +d~;~\~domm7niation1t6 $rep this Base open and taken off the bas: ~losurt$. , ! , 1 I;]; ' I  , ,  I , ,  ; I ,  ::jl I ;~ ! ' ;  1 1 ,  1 < I  , I , /  ' 1 1 1  

I I 1 1 4  s '  1 1  
I 

r I This Bas; h$s been given additional money to upgrade their facilities and has one of the largest 
" runways of all U.S. Bases. 

! I 

It would be foolhardy and waste of government funds to close this base and transfer or lose their 
trained and experienced personnel. 

Sincerely a concerned citizen 

Encs. 



-4*nP-'qp.' asaspiciouspowderresnlted in the precantionaryclosim of the ixkmwtianal 

NIAGARA CORRESPONDENT 

NIA* FALLS - A spill of suspicious 
white powder forced the shutdown of the 
Rainbow Bridge during the height of holiday 
trafsc Sunday, triggering hazardous materi- 
als teps into action and prompting an FBI 
investigation. 

The bridge was closed to trablic at 4:40 
p.m, officials said, and had not opened late 
Sunday. Traftic was being rerouted to the 
Layiston-Queenston Bridge. 

Barry Morrissey, a spokesman for US. 
Customs and Border Protection, said some 

%&jf c 

and nose irritation, though none req-! 
hospitalization. icmg& i 

*$ JEJA The officers apparently were locjking @tL1 
cash that someone had hidden in th@Pw 
cle with some substance mixed with~;t.$& 
caused the irritation, FBI spokesmA&$@,~J:~ 
Moskal said. 3al*1-4 ,5 

-. - - - ,, - ,officw worm.on the bridge had.throat , See Bridge on Page B2 
, I  ' I 

\ 
I - 

1 

I ' 
e : Bridge workers are decontaminated 1 ,, 

1 I sckne, as was a special team from 
BRIDGE *fmmBl 

I the Buffalo Police Department 
,+ 



Close base on Long Island, not in Niagara? 
says Pentagon /.------- official fiom Reagan years 

-- -- 
BY JERRY ZREMSKI tasks. The Niagara base services million. "Suffolk County is better 

AND SHARON LINSTEDT Guard unit that performs than Niagara to absorb the- 

NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 
missions and an Air 
hauls Cargo, while the Kerb said he decid- 

A former assistant secretary of services a search-and-rescue Guard /& to write the opinion article &r re- 
viewing the Pentagon's proposed clo- 
sures. 'This just doesn't make sense" 

fense under President Ronald Reagan 
has rushed to the defense of the Niaga- 
ra Falls Air Reserve Station, saying the 
Pentagon should consider closing a ~ ~ ~ b m ,  north of N~~ 
base on Long Island instead. 

Lawrence J. Korb, who oversaw per- 
mlnel and base ~ ~ ~ ~ e s  at the Penman such a move would 
from to 1g85, vvrote an oped axti- d prevent the Niag- 
cle for the New York Times' Long Is- being dispersed to 
land regional edition Sunday that criti- 

,cized the proposed Niagara closing. 
I He W&he indeIJendent 'mmk- 
sion that is reviewing the Pentagon's 
base-closure recommendations to in- 
stead consider shutting an Air National 
Guard station at Francis S. Gabreski 
Airport in Westhampton Bea:h. Korb, a native of Long Island, noted 

'?t should take a close loo', at Niaga- that while GabresK contributes about 
ra and Gab-01 i.. 2 $100 million to Long Island's economy, 

1 -0 bases perfarm different the Niagara base generates more than 

that Gabreski would stay open and Ni- 
agara would close, he said. 

He said that it would be very diffi- 
cult for part-time air personnel from 
%agars to travel to out-of-state bases to 
train and that Long Island would be 
better able than Western New York to 
withstand a base closing economically. 

1 
Korb, now a senior fellow at the lib- 

eral-leaning Center for American Prog- 
ress in Washington, is one of Washing- 
ton's most prominent and oft-quoted 
defense experts. 

In another development, the Niaga- 
ra Frontier Transportation Authority 
board of commissioners is throwing its 

See Bases on Page B2 

... ten before a June 27 hearing in i RASES = h m B l  Buffalo on the Pentagon proposaL 

pport behind efforts to keep the -- 
#%=a Falls pare open - and 
will ask NFTA workers to do the 
h e .  
-J 

The NFI'A board Monday 
unanimously approvedba resolu- 
tion backing the Niagara Military 
Mkirs Council in its efforts to get 
the base off the list for closing. 
a Copynisioners also approved 

plan to  send letters to the b A's 1,500 employees asking 
them to write to the Base Redim- 
h5~;.7a~dsloswe Commission - - --.;, - . -- 

I I 
-z&-.--..=- A + .  < 

, r  I *  

- - I1  
, , , , ~~-&owmgtheir  support for keeping I 1 

tbe base open. 
'This is an important issue for 

the Niagara Falls community and 
all of Western New York I think 
we need- a rull-c~urt pm,"  aid - 
Commissioner Hepry M. Sloma, 
who represents Magam County. 

"It makes a lit of se&e to 
show support," NFI'A Chairman 
Luiz F. gahl said of the USA Niag- 
am-led effort to mass 10.000 let- 



It would bea &ame f to shut dozeYn Nkgara - Falls unit 
. - 

BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES C.  COOK and docks were supervised bv the Air Na- not take off with a full load of internal LiWe Rock, Ark, as the Air Force central- 
ly locates a large number of aimaft at one 
base, does not sound strategical$. effec 
tive, a lesson we learned on Dec 7, W L  I 
believe the Little Rock AFB also is located 
right in the middle of tornado alley, caus- 
ing concern for evacuation to protect 
these assets. 

I suspect the skilled Air National 
Guard and Air Force reservists now at Ni- 
agara would not consider traveling long 
distancestofulfjllthegoalofaU)-yearm 
tirementItisatragedytolettheseexpe- 
rienced backup forces go, leaving an enor- 
mous void in the defense posture of the 
United States. 

fuel plus a full load of fuel f6i @--&ng. 

AirhemmatNiagaraFmanddis- ~ t h e A i r F o r c e w e Z l ~ e n i t n ~ f o ~ , i t  NiagaraFdk. -- 

ban- its two major units* the I* Air has experienced, combat-ready squad- In addition, more ground fuel storage 
Wing and the 9 1 4 ~  rom i m m q  available with little or tanks were installed, and a second fuel wing. no added training. pumping station was added to allow the 

I am a former commander of the 107th 107th to refuel its own aircraft in the 
when it was a fighter squadron, and it has event the Air Reserves were not available. 
a long history. Members ofthe 10% were I have addressed primarily the 1% WW the F - l W  at xagarain when but the 914thhas receivedits share of= 
they Were Ca&d to acthe duty by PIwi- colades through the years. I have worked 
dent Lyndon J o h n  to support the con- with previous commanders of the 914th 
flict in Vietnam. and found them to be proud of their a0 

Nagads Air National Guard unit was complishments, especially of the unit's 
assigned to a fighter wing at Tuy Hoa Air came, an air tanker unit, it was not fully performance during Desert Storm and 
Base in Vietnam. In a matter of a month capable to perform air refueling missions Desert Shield. 
and a U a majority of the wing's shops out of N i i  - its heavier aircJraR could me transfer of the 914thys G130s to 

Brig. W James C. Cook NYANG (Ret.) tk a 
~ w m m a n d e r o f t h e 1 ~ A i r N & -  
alGuardunitatN.iclgaraF&AirReserve 
Base. 





June 4,2005 

. ." 
8 ' Chairrnan'Anthony J. Principi * 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street: ,. 
Suite 600' ' .  * 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was angered by the defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. This decision is not in the nation's best interest and - - - - - - - - r - t h e ~ ~ ~ ~ 4 o m ~ s s i o n - s h o u l d - r e v e ~ s  decision and remove then fkom the closure 
list. 

It is mind boggling to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, 
and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more 
costly Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

2 " > +  , 3 *, < " ' J  

If this decision goes through, the impact will be devastating to the New York Air Force 
Reserve and the Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and 
retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

\ 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls1 Western New York cdmunity and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 



C O L L E G E  

Where leaders are made 

CORRESPONDENCE\GENERAL\NIAGARA FALLS AIR 06065 

June 6,2006 

phone 71 6-888-21 60 1 fax 71 6-888-3211 
email albera@canisius.edu 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 

,- I- . , . -, .2521-So-uth ClarkSt_reeet_ - -. . --- 
Suite 600 

1 Arlington, VA 22202 
! 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was distressed to learn the recent recommendations regarding base closings included the 
Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base. Although I am hardly an expert on 
such matters my intuition tells me this would not be a wise decision for several reasons. 

The first and most important reason is the issue of home-land security. I would think 
with 'all tlie attention being paid'to the country's borders that having an active base in this 
region is a good idea. The facility can serve as d marshalling point for redeployment of 
security forces 'and resources in the event of threats to the security of the area,and acts of 
terrorism. As a military installation it is secure in ways that are not available to purely 
civilian installations. I 

A close second is the economic impact the closing will have in an area that is already 
suffering fkom many economic reverses. The base has been a stabilizing force for 
~ e s t e r h  New York. A variety of economic initiatives are underway to-revitalize the 

I' l 1, 
- - 

I 1 1 1  1, kegionall ecoridmy and this vdecision will revers6 in one fell swoop , effoRs !panning 
I I several 'decade;. I 

t 
I I Third and not to be ignored is the work those responsible for the operation of the base 

have done to insure its eficient operation. I have been told that the costs to operate the 
facility have been reduced by approximately 33% in recent years. I also find it surprising 
this facility has been singled out for closure when $35 million has been invested in base 
improvements in the last decade. I _  1 , *  

I ' 
5 1 1 

/ > 

2001 Main Street I Buffalo NY 14208-1098 
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! 
Anthony J. Principi 
June 6,2006 
Page 2 

Last but hardly least there are a number of local residents that serve in the reserves and 
operate out of this facility. They have served their country well and I am sure they and 
many others want to continue their active commitment to the reserves. Closing this 
facility will make this difficult for some and impossible for others. 

I hope as further inform$t@n is gathered that you will reconsider your initial 
recommendation and not clod the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and &ard Base. 
Thank you for your service and your consideration of this request. 

"i:;" 

? - --- -"* , , ,."& :- 
- - - -  , {: w ' &&<. - 

u 

Ill I It I ' ' I  

I 

Antone F. Alber, Ph.D. 
Dean 







Dear Mr. Principi, 

My name is Jonathan Hall and I am 9 years old. I live in 
Williamsville, New York near the Niagara Falls Air Force Base. I 
am very upset that the base is closing. I think this base is very 
important for many reasons. 

The base is important because it protects Niagara Falls where 
power plants are and the power plants are important to the whole 
country. Second the base is important because many of the men 
and women have fought in Iraq. It's also important to the people so 
they can still have a job. There are not many jobs where I live. 

If the base closes my best friend will have to move away 
because his Dad works on the base. I have been very sad since the 
news was announced. Ryan Moore and I have been friends for five 
years. We like to play all kinds of sports together. We spend lots of 
time at each other's houses and we went to Disney World together 
when-his father came-home from-Iraq. Most of all Ryan is %kind 

aiid he is atway$ ii godd friend to mk. If Ryan moved away 
I would feel very lonely. 

That is why I think the base should stay open. Please do not 
close the base. 

Sincerely, 
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From: (Karen Wade) 
Date: 05/25/05 14:22:26 
To: info@,nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Closing Protest 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 
Karen Wade () on Wednesday, May 25,2005 at 14:22:24 
........................................................................... 

zip: 14092 

comments: 
Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners, 

It is with mixed feelings that I submit this letter to you for your 
thoughtful consideration. I fully appreciate the transparent and 
independent review that the commission undertook on military base 
closings. The importance and efforts required of these reviews has 
not gone unnoticed. But I am disappointed the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station was included on the list for closing. But also very 
hopeful that by taking a closer look at what this base means to the 
local communities it will enable the commission to look to grow the 
Niagara base. 

  he Western N.Y. area has been, how shall I say, not very robust when 
it comes to the economic picture. If I could state some examples of 
the problems our area is now facing, and how continuing to maintain 
the base and even grow it would be such a boost for the local 
communities. 
The counties of Niagara (which includes the base) and Erie do not 
have the corporate base for creating a vibrant successful community. 
You will find that the Niagara Air Reserve Station to be one of the 
largest employers in our area. The loss of this employer would deal 
another devastating blow to the local economy. 
We have all heard the recent problems that General Motors is 
experiencing. Well GM is our other big employer. 
The City of Buffalo a 20 minute drive from the base has been under a 
fin,mcial control board for close to a year now, because the city 
leaders could not manage the city effectively. 
And now Erie County is on the verge of a control board because of 
poor fiscal management. 
>~kom a pure economic point of view this argues two very strong 
reasons for keeping the base and growing the base. One, It maintains 
in our area a large employer. Additionally the local governments have 
shown they are unable to fiscallv manage their resoective 
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1 communities. Thus closing the base and offering incentives to develop 
' 

alternatives would not be a wise investment. 

We understand and appreciate that the major function of this review 
is to insure effective military readiness to meet any and all threats 
against the United States. With the security of our nation paramount 
during these reviews and decisions. Our hope in the community is that 
there is an expanded role for the Niagara base in homeland security. 
We are situated within minutes and a couple hours of major border 
crossings with Canada where we know from September 1 lth that many of 
the terrorists transited. An expanded role for the base would not 
only help in addressing the economic issues listed above, but enhance 
the security of the Great Lakes region, where we have major power 
plant facilities, border crossing infrastructure and the Great Lakes 
themselves an important source of the nation's fiesh water supply. 

I would be remise if I did not mention the extreme pride the 
community has that comes from having the 914th Airlift Wing, 107th 
Air Rekeling Wing, 865th Support Hospital and 277th Quartermasters 
as neighbop in our community. Pt has been one of the major bright 
spots for sometime in our community. The yearly air show they put 
on "Thunder over Niagara" is enjoyed by families and attended by 
hundreds of thousands. We are extremely proud of the contributions to 
this nation and to our community that the men and women of these 
units have given over their storied history in Western New York. We 
hope that the commission will reconsider the closure of the Niagara 
Falls Air Force reserve base, while looking to expand its role. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wade Jr. 

submit: Send Letter 



Page 1 of 1 

From: fJohn B. Blvth) 
Date: 05/25/05 12: 1 1 :02 
To: info@,nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 
John B. Blyth () on ~ e d n e s d a ~ ,  May 25,2005 at 12: 1 1 :00 

- 

platform: We oppose the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base 

address1 : 8 1 1 Kirnball Tower 

city: Buffalo 

state: NY 

zip: 14214-3079 

comments: This base is vital to preserving the peace in the WNY area. The power authority alone needs 
defending! 

submit: Submit Petition 

........................................................................... 

file://C:V>ocuments and Settings\MommyVlocal Settingsklpplication DataUM\Runtime\Messa ... 5/25/2005 
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From: (Jeffrey H BrodskyJ 
Date: 05/25/05 13:57:04 
To: info@,nimac.org 
Subject: Niagara Air Base Petition 

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted by 0 5 2 7 2 0 0 ~  
Jeffrey H Brodsky () on Wednesday, May 25,2005 at 13:57:02 

platform: We oppose the Department of Defense recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Base 

address 1 : 1 70 Allen St 

city: Lockport 

state: NY 

zip: 14094 

comments: Enter your own comments here. 

submit: Submit Petition 



Harold Cummings 
104 Woodside Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14220 

7 1 6-822-6762 
BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 
C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 

- , - 3,000 full-and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 
military contributions can not be understated. 
The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

-- 
, I . , - 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: . / j 1. 

- . - Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federa14AirsForce flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been 

- ,  
modernized with1$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved " 

the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. -..,.. - -  - 

II ' 1 < a  $6 According to the Buffalo News articlg, b$ ~a~ 25,2005: I / I 1 1 i lI\, 1 ., : I I 1 

Top Air Force officials relied on their/"c$lebtive judghknt'' ib d'eciding td reebnimend th&i 
Niagara Falls base for closure, disregarding military value rigid, ~ ~ a l  sl-?o;zd k i a a r a  i 

I l l 1  I 1  I l i ( I  1 outperforming several other bases slatedto remain open. Air Fierce spokesman Douglas Karas , I 1 said the Air Force's "mission compatibilit) index" was just on2 bf the fdcd3rs considered in the 
1 base-closure decisions. Asked why at least nine bases with airlifii&iissibndwere slated to stay : 

open when they had lower "MCI" scores than Niagara, Karas sdidlthe~kd! ~ losh re  Executive 1 
' 1  I /  I '  Group sometimes deviated from its own rating system. "There weie cases (in the inalysis process 

9 1 I 1 ;  11, , P  $ 1 '  where lower ranked bases were retained," Karas said. "In those ~ases, ,  the Base closure Executive 
Group used their collective judginent, that, when combined with { h e ! ~ ~ & o r e s )  resulted in the . . 
retention of lower-ranked installations. This was true in ~ ia~ard ' s l  cdi!" ' 1 ' 

i l  I !  Ill 'I I I I n  A lobbyist for New YorkState on the issue, John M. Simmons j, said )the Air Force's response 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a jud&mknt"gl,liadb dot an analytical, 
process." The Pentagon was supposed to judge each base primahly on its'%ilitav value - vet in 

I! 



this case the Air Force bv~assed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Force in 
their response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analytical tool . . . 
created for the BRAC vrocess." Simmons said. "Thev simply took the position that their 
judgment trumped the analvsis." 

Considering these facts and figures; 1 am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of 
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the 
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the 
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war 
on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our . 

State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter. 



BRAC Commission 
Washington D.C. 

Melissa Cummings 
104 Woodside Ave 
Buffalo, NY 14220 

71 6-822-6762 

C/o NIMAC; PO Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-023 1 

Dear Commissioners: 

The Pentagon has recommended to the BRAC that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in 
Niagara Falls, New York be closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with over 
3,000 full and part-time workers, this would deliver yet another devastating blow to our region's 
economy. In addition to the financial concerns, the community pride for our past and present 

' military contributions can not be understated. 
i ' The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and 
I 

Canada, along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower Complex which supplies 
substantial power to the Northeast United States Power Grid. The size and location of the base 
would also allow it to be used for responses to natural disasters or terror attacks in the Northeast 
United States. While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also 
strategically placed and fully expandable. It should be expanded rather than closed. , 

$ 1  I t  

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: , . 1 t , , i  - 

Closure of Niagara would reducebithe Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate 
the last Federal Air Force fl~ing'mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara.hastbeen 
modernized with $35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved 
the operational effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to 
include a 25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient 
facilities in the Air Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model 
aircraft without any military construction. 

- - 

&I& 25,2005: 

I 

Karas said. "In those cases, the Base Closure Executive 
when combined with the M Q  scores,'l~resulte~:in the 

retention of lower-$ked,installa@ns. This,.was true in Niagara's casq." I") 1 . ~ z 3 9 x ~ /  ,<,,,? 

A lobbyist for New York Stateton the-issue, John M.,Simmons, said the ~ i r  Ford's rkspdnse 
proves that the base-closure recommendations followed "a iudmental, and not a i  analvdical, 

I process." The Pentagon was supposed to iudge each base primarily on its military valbe yet in 



this case the Air Force bypassed the tool it created for judging military value. "The Air Force in 
their response acknowledge that they themselves ignored the results of a key analytical tool . . . 
created for the BRAC process." Simmons said. "They simply took the position that their 
judment  trumped the analysis." 

Considering these facts and figures; I am writing to remind you, our elected representative, of 
your obligation to use all means necessary in order to persuade the BRAC to reconsider the 
recommendation to close the station. The fine men and women of the 914th Airlift Wing and the 
107th Air Refueling Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front and fighting the war 
on terror overseas and these highly-decorated units have served their country and represented our 
State and local communities well. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this most important matter 

-- . Sincerely, - - - 



- ..5 
f . -  

.< 

Arthur S . Fi j alkowski 
May 24, 2005 
1259 French Road, Apt 6 
Cheektowaga, New York 14043 

BRAC Commission 
Washington DC. 
c/o NIMAC 
P . O .  Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am writing in reference to the Defense Department's 
recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve Base. This recommendation is obviously a 
horrendous mistake that has been decided based upon 
little insight into our units capabilities and our 
accomplishments. I am strongly urging the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove the Niagara 
Falls Base from the list immediately. 

Why has the BRAC Commission decided to take our mission 
and our aircraft and put them on more costly active duty 
bases, when the guard and reserves have proven their 
capabilities to stand and fight proudly with our active 
duty counterparts, while operating at a fraction of the 
cost? Additionally, why are they moving these aircraft 

- to more volatile locations where hurricanes and . 

tornadoes are moke prevalent? 
1 i I I 

I I 
li / 

Did the commission consider our involvement in Operaltion 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom? Our unit1 
sustained some of the worst conditions while constantly 
being pulverized by sand storms and temperatures in the 
130 degree range; yet we maintained a 98% on-time flight 
ratio while flying missions 24 / 7. While operating in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, we participated in the largest 
gathering of C1301s ever in one location and did you 
know that the 914~" unit is the lead night vision C-130 
unit in the entire Reserves? I have not even scratched 



i , the surface on the countless missions and excursions our 
unit has participated in, as well as the well trained 
personnel that our unit possesses. 

~dditionally, the Commission should consider our 
allegiance to the mission and some of the greatest folks 
from any single unit. The Guard and Reserve has a sense 
of ownership to their assets that will never be found in 
any active duty unit; I know I am a proud Reserve member 
of the 914th, and spent 12 years on here in Niagara 

I Falls and on active duty. 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to 
remove Niagara Falls ARS from the Pentagon's recommended 
list of base closures and to stop the degradation of our 
military and its mission abilities. 

Arthur S . Fi j alkowski 
USAFR , 9 14 th AW/MXMCF 



/= " David Thomann 
6603 South Transit Rd 
May 24, 2005 
Lockport, New York 14094 

BRAC Commission 
Washington DC. 
c/o NIMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

- I am-wr_it_ing-in rezerence- to - m e  Defense Department-' s . 

recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve Base. This recommendation is obviously a 
horrendous mistake that has been decided based upon 
little insight into our units capabilities and our 
accomplishments. I am strongly urging the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove the Niagara 
Falls Base from the list immediately. 

Why has the BRAC Commission decided to take our mission 
and our aircraft and put them on more costly active duty 
bases, when the guard and reserves have proven their 
capabilities to stand and fight proudly with our active 
duty counterparts, while operating at a fraction of the 
cost? Additionally, why are they moving these aircraft 
to more volatile locations where hurricanes and 
tornadoes are more prevalent? 

- -- -- - - ---- - - - - - -  /- -- -e+ - - -- _ 

Did the commission consider our involvement in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom? Our unit 
sustained some of the worst conditions while constantly 
being pulverized by sand storms and temperatures in the 

1 130 degree range; yet we maintained a 98% on-time flight 
ratio while flying missions 24 / 7. While operating in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, we participated in the largest 
gathering of C1301s ever in one location and did you 
know that the 914~" unit is the lead night vision C-130 
unit in the entire Reserves? I have not even scratched 



e * - -+ 
the surface on the countless missions and excursions our 
unit has participated in, as well as the well trained 
p;ersonnel that our unit possesses. 

I '  

Additionally, the Commission should consider our 
I allegiance to the mission and some of the greatest folks 
I I 
from any single unit. The Guard and Reserve has a sense 

I of ownership to their assets that will never be found in 
I I any active duty unit; I know I am a proud reserve member 
I of the 914th, and spent 10 years on active duty. 
I 1  
urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to 

qkmove Niagara Falls AFG from the Pentagon s recommended 
dist L - _  of base clos-v~e-g and to -s_t-mp the degradation of-our --- 
military and its mission abilities. 

Sincerely, 

 id Thomann Jr 
USAFR 



May 16,2005 

BRAC Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, New York be 
closed. As Niagara County's second largest employer with 3,000 full and part-time employees, this would 
be devastating to the region's economy. 

I am a former resident of Lewiston, New York, who now lives in New York City. Fortunately, I endured 9- 
11 and its aftermath. The uncertainty of my safety and security was fortified because of the strength of our 
troops-in Western New York in particular. Why? 

Remember, suspected A1 Qaeda members were found in Western New York. Remember, four border 
crossings directly into Canada -- exist - -- in Western New York. In fact, the.U.S. Border Patrol. constantly- - ---- - - - - 
appreheKd~immi@&& t?ying to enter the U.S. through Canada. Terrorists can and possibly have done the 
same. The U.S. Border Patrol and the U.S. Coast Guard cannot effectively protect us alone without the 
military support of the Niagara Falls Air Base. (Bear in mind, these two constituents are often stationed at 
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station.) In the event of a terrorist attack or migration, we need to act 
quickly on all fronts. The Niagara Falls Air Base is therefore crucial. 

What's more, the Lewiston Power Vista distributes power to much of New York State. This as you know, 
makes Western New York a prime target for terrorism. 1 endured the blackout of a few years ago and I 
certainly do not think you would want our power to be compromised. 

Lastly, I have attended several of the Niagara Falls Air Base International Air Shows. The thousands in 
attendance spoke for itself. The Western New York community, our Canadian neighbors, and even 
visitors, like me, understand the importance of our armed forces considering today's world events. The 
caliber of employees and troops of the Niagara Falls Air Base is second to none. Several MWRtServices 
awards have been given to both the military and civilians, Family Support awards have been granted, and 
the 914" and 107" sections of the air base have been recognized with numerous Air Force awards. 

The reality is the outstanding men and women of the 1 0 7 ~ ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914" Airlift Wing have 
been instrumental in securing the home fiont and fighting the war on terror overseas. I implore you to lend 
your support and ensure that the Niagara Falls Air Base remains open. 

Thank you for your time. 

- _--. -- _ _  ----_ib--. - - - - - - - 
I 

Natalie Slipko 
41-15 46" St., 4d 
Sunnyside, NY 1 1104 
Kikselit29~aol.com 
(91 7) 7 16-5848 1 



441 Morgan Drive 
Lewiston, NY 14092 
May 19,2005 

Dear BRAC Commission: 

I have been employed for the past ten years as a Marketing Director for the 
MWIUServices department at the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station. I was very surprised when 
it was announced by the Pentagon that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station was listed on the 
BRAC closure list. As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3000 f%ll and part- 
time employees, this would deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

I totally understand that the Pentagon wants to reduce operating costs, but at what price? 
From what I have read, units here at Niagara Falls are being moved to different locations 
throughout the country. However, has anyone thought of how this decision is going to affect the 
Reservists and Guardsmen? These units are not being relocated to a base that is near Niagara, 

= but thousands of miles away. -My co-workers will now have to commute thousands-of miles in - 
, I 

. $ !  order to serve th&r counhy. Not1 to mention, these Reservists and Guardsmen will have to 1 

, 1 relocate in order to find a nCw fdll time job at their new duty station. Otherwise, they will have 
' I  to spend their paychecks to pay for travel costs every month for their drill. It really does not 
& ' I  

I make any sense. Along with this, definitely fiom my experience in dealing with the troops 
stationed here at Niagara, the+ morale will decline. I thought my job as well as DoD in general 
was to support our troops at any costs? I feel that the troops' morale has not been a factor in this 
decision and it should have been a major factor. 

The Niagara Falls ARS is the only base in the U.S. that is located near four border 
crossings along with the ~ e w ~ o r k  State Power Authority Hydropower complex that provides 
power to the Northeast United States Grid. Many of the 250,000 citizens in the Greater Western 
New York area feel much safer with the Base located here because it provides a military 
presence in the area. 

Over the years, the USCG as well as the U. S. Border Patrol not only trained here at 
Niagara, but also, they have launched their helicopters from Niagara. Let us not forget, terrorists 
have been arrested in Buffalo a few years ago as well as the U.S. Border Patrol constantly arrest 
people trying to sneak into the U.S. fiom Canada. The Base is strategically located to support 
the War on Terror and to patrol our borders. In my opinion, to secure our border even better and 
that the Base has one of the longest runways in the Northeast, the Base should host a fighter 

.il 
wing to patrol our borders. Therefore, it should not be closed, but expanded to accogm2date _ 

-- .--- . -. ,. - < - % . - *  
-- 

"' 'flu . pi' additi&d t rsiilt 11 h l i p ~ ~ t !  1 1 ,  I i H\, ! 

1 , I 1 1. ' The closzg of piagarh l$ls would reduce the Air Force prysence in NY by 40% and 

I I 

elir&natkihr last Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, the Base has been 
modernized with $35M in projects as well as operating costs have been reduced by at least 25% 
(Data furnished by the ~Niagara Military Affairs Council). In addition to these facts, Niagara is 
the best AFRC installation in recruiting with over a 100% manning rate. This means that the 
installation is doing its job well with recruiting new members as well as keeping current 
reservists enrolled in the military. 

I/ Along with the strategic location of the Niagara Falls ARS on four border crossings, the 
/I Base faces no physical encroachment or air traffic control constraints. This means that the Base 

t could handle additional aircraR and air traffic. The Base also hosts many other Federal 
Government agencies, military units and civic organizations for training purposes. Therefore, 

n 
I 



the Niagara Falls ARS is being used by many other various agencies instead of strictly by the Air 
Force. 

According to the Pentagon's closure list, it seems like the military units that are located in 
the northern part of the U.S. are being moved south. Why is this being done? Bases in the north 
like Niagara Falls do not have as extreme weather conditions as people experience in the south 
such as tornados, hail, and even hurricanes. Back in the early 1990s, bases like Homestead AFB 
were damaged due to Hurricane Andrew. A few military installations were damaged last year 
due to hurricanes while bases in the north like Niagara Falls did not close or were damaged due 
to inclement weather. Years ago, Niagara Falls once hosted aircraft fiom other bases that were 
being hit with a hurricane. Besides this, should not our troops be trained in all different types of 
weather instead of hot weather all of the time? 

In regards to the 9 1 4 ~  and 1 0 7 ~ ~ ,  both of these units have won numerous Air Force 
military and civilian awards along with being recognized in the local community. By relocating 

I 
L+-- 

these units, I am sure that DoD will lose many of these highly skilled individuals because if the 
,troGps are ordered to relocate, there-is a possibility thatl-they will &her resign or retire from the. , 

\Y \ , ; ! ; ' \ # l  1 7 military.. Again, the closing: of this base will hurt troop morale. As far as the civilids that 'are ' 1 '  
I / I I , kmpioydd bn the base, many of them wili probably chose not to relocate and enter into the 

:: ' I 'civilian job force. This means that DoD will lose all of this corporate knowledge. 
I 3 ;Q, r 11 By closing many Reserve bases, the Pentagon is really hurting the local communities 

\ I  financially, support for the military, and the Employer Support the GuardReserve program 
(ESGR). Bases that are 1'0'~ated in small towns and cities seem to foster "grass roots" support for 
the troops because these troops live in the community. Local companies support the ESGR 
program by permitting thel~eservists to serve our country. The way the world is today, the 
military needs as much community support as possible. By combining many of these bases, the 
Pentagon will lose this sudport as well as it will definitely have a negative impact on towns like 
ones surrounding Niagara Falls. 

In closing, I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the 
Niagara Falls Air Reserve The outstanding Reservists and Guardsmen of the 91 4h 
Airlift Wing and 1 0 7 ~  Air Wing have been instrumental in securing the home front as 
well as fighting the war on By consolidating Reserve units into active duty bases 
really does not support 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important topic. 





- 
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I 

I Date: Friday, May 27, 2005 9:53 AM 
I 

From: F100C@aol.com 

i To: info@nimac.org 

cc: CBROWN7447@aol.com 1 
Subject: Niag Falls Air Base 1 

I 

To whom i t  may concern 
I enlisted in the NY Air Guard March of 1949 shortly after its inception in December of 1948 . 
I served on active duty when we were Federalized for the Korean Conflict. 
With extension time served I was Honorably discharged in 1952. 
I re enlisted in 1963 under the "Try One" Program. And shortly after, became an air technician until 1967. Again with an I 

Honorable Discharge. I 

I had a hard time merely accepting the 107th going from a fighter squadron to an air refueling wing. Now the closing of 
the Air Base is just unimaginable. 
A long history of activation after activation and the Niagara Falls Air Bases support of the overall picture supporting both 
Domestic and foreign duties should speak for its self. Not only for the 107th but also the 914th of which is at the same 
locale 

a The amount of money recently spent to upgrade this Air Base is of importance as well. Improved runways larger fuel 
depot etc. too many to mention. 
In short the NFAB has more than done its duty and now with the massive improvements should continue to do so. 

I I respectfully request you NOT close this base. 

Robert E Wright 
Fmr SISgt NYANG 
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