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The Honorable Anthony Principi E__-]

Chairman Ré CE/;/
Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark St. Suite. 600

Arlington, VA, 22202

Dear Mr Principi: 06 2 0 30 0 5

I am a life long resident of Battle Creek and I implore you to keep the Air National Guard
Base here open. Its inclusion on the BRAC list recommending its closure is SO wrong
for so many reasons. I agree 100% with the article by retired Brig. Gen. Thomas
Edmonds in our local paper (copy attached). I have known Gen. Edmonds for over 20
years, and am also very knowledgeable of the 110 Fighter Wing. The Wing has been a
stellar performer over its history, but particularly in the last 10-12 years since its A-10
jets have been called upon to help fight the war on terrorism in deploying in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. They also deployed, and were a pivotal
factor in the success of Operation Allied Force during the Kosovo War in 1999.

Not only are the arguments presented by Gen Edmonds totally accurate, but it is
significant to note the tradition of the 110 Fighter Wing. Perhaps you cannot add it up in
a normal statistic, but the tradition of the 110™ has permeated the local community. That
is why it enjoys so much local support, and that is why every member who joins that unit
quickly understands the level of excellence that is required to be a member, and that has
been an integral ingredient in the formula for success of the 110" Fighter Wing. You
cannot just export that tradition of excellence across the state or anywhere else the
aircraft may go, and expect it to continue. The seasoned combat capability of our local
unit is something not enjoyed by more than a handful of units across our nation. (I refer
to the number of winners of the Bronze Star and Distinguished Flying Crosses among its
members).

The 110" Fighter Wing is an excellent unit, and its CURRENT level of combat expertise
MUST NOT be lost due to a misplaced array of data about cost savings and “military

value” that just doesn’t add up.

Won’t you please at least come to Battle Creek and look at our unit??? I am certain once
you do, ) N see it is a bona fide military asset that must not be lost to the bean

L—

209 Easthill Drive
Batyle Creek, M1, 49014
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Closing B.C. Air National Guard Base is a
mistake

Brig. Gen, Thomas N. Edmonds

The Air Force has proposed to the federal Base Realignment And Closure (BRAC) Commission
that the 110th Air National Guard (ANG) Fighter Wing at Battle Creek be eliminated, the base
closed and the A-10 fighter jets from Battle Creek transferred to the ANG base in Macomb
County near Detroit. Only a few of the members of the 110th are likely to be offered and accept
positions across the state in the Macomb County unit.

As the recently retired vice commander of the Michigan Air National Guard, 1 am certain that this
move doesn't make sense from a military perspective, doesn't serve the purpose of BRAC (to
save money) and DOES a great disservice to the 930 members of the 110th Fighter Wing, most
of whom come from west Michigan, and who have served their country so ably.

From a military perspective, does it make sense to do away with a unit that flies a critical, war-
proven aircraft during a war? A unit that has had seven highly successful combat deployments in
the last 10 years? A unit that occupies the best developed ($41 million in improvements since
1991) A-10 base in the ANG? A unit that the Air Force has rated as "outstanding" by Air Force
standards? A unit whose members have earned 10 Bronze Stars and 14 Distinguished Flying
Crosses in combat in lragi Freedom? A unit that is always at or over 100 percent of its authorized
personnel strength at a time when all active services are struggling to address serious recruiting
and retention problems? A unit that is fully qualified and trained to fly and maintain the A-10 and
give their aircraft to a unit that will take three to five years to cross-train and be ready to fly in
combat?

Simply put, the answer is a resounding "no."

Does the "cost savings"” to the Air Force override all of the foregoing considerations? Again, the
answer is "no."

Independent review of the methodology used by the military to evaluate the viability of the Battle
Creek base and to calculate the cost savings from its closure shows the methodology to be fatally
flawed. Staff from congressional offices, Battle Creek Uniimited, the W.E. Upjohn Institute, as well
as military experts, have documented that there are little or no savings that will actually result
from the closure. They have made their case to the BRAC Commission and anyone else who will
listen.

So if logic and/or cost savings aren't driving the Air Force recommendations to close the 110th,
what is? Politics |

On a grand scale, the Air Force has suddenly sold out its critical wartime partner, the Air National
Guard. Across the nation, the Air Force has proposed massive cuts in the Air National Guard
behind the smokescreen of the BRAC process. Why? Because it needs to generate money to pay
for the new and expensive aircraft it wants to purchase in the near future.

On a local scale, west Michigan is losing a base and a unit that it has supported and nurtured
since 1947, and hundreds and hundreds of west Michigan citizen-airmen are being told that their
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loyal and dedicated service is no longer necessary to the defense of their country. Why? So that
the 110th Fighter Wing's A-10 aircraft can be given to a unit in the Detroit area. Why? So that the
other unit can replace aircraft that the Air Force is taking away and thus protect that base from
future closure.

The politicians who have pressed for, and perhaps engineered, this resuit are from the districts
that benefit from this scheme. A short-sighted approach; Michigan should be fighting a united
front to save all of our ANG aircraft and missions.

The presidentially appointed BRAC commissioners are experienced, dedicated citizen-volunteers
trying to sort out many situations like this and determine just which bases should be closed. | urge
my fellow citizens to contact the commission:

The Honorable Anthony Principi

Chairman

Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission

2521 S. Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Please urge them to give close attention to the strong factual case before them in support of
saving the 110th Fighter Wing and the Battle Creek ANG Base. Urge them to make a site visit to
the 110th. Most importantly, urge them to spare the 110th for sound military reasons, and reject
the political manipulation that has put the 110th on the chopping block!

Brig. Gen. Thomas N. Edmonds, MIANG, is retired vice commander of the Michigan Air National
Guard.



