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Mr. Charles Battaglia 
Executive Director 
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Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Charles, 

It was a pleasure to see you recently while you were on Capitol Hill. I enjoyed talking 
and meeting with you. 

It is an honor to represent the people of the Second Congressional District of South 
Carolina, and I value your input. If I may be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

JOE WILSON 
Member of Congress 
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n vls~tmg the mddle 
ast over Memor la1 

weekend, I must 
t that I chd not ex- 

pect to see a sign for "Erg Bob's 
Buck Stop and Up-Armor Fkcil- 
ity" in Balad, Iraq But again 
demonsbatmgthe fortitude of the 
US mihtary, our solrllers estab- 
lished t h ~  facCrty m response to 
the mcreasmg numbers of road- 
mde bombs used agmst  our con- 
voys. 4 s  I toured "Big Bob's," I 
was overwhelmed by the US rml- 
itary's tremendous abll~ty to rec- 
0 v . e  a problem, work to find a 
soluhon and adapt to the chal- 
lenges of the global war on terror 
A ruthless band of cowardly ter- 
rorlsts are no match for our brave 
men and women m urnform 

Slnce September 2003, I've 
Waveled to Iraq four tunes, and 
I've w~tnessed extraordmary 
progess on each vlsit As a mem- 
ber of the House Armed Semces 
C o m t t e e  and the father of three 
sons cmrently sermng ID the US 
Armed Phrces, my connechon to 
Iraq 1s both professional and per - 
sonal In February; my oldest son 
Alan returned from servlng a one- 
year tour of duty m h q  ulth the 
South Carohna Army Natlonal 
Guard. 

After parhclpahng m congres- 
sional briefings on the global war 
on terror and receiving daily e- 
mails from my son Alan about his 
experiences in Iraq, I recogme 
the bemendous dedmnon and pa 
tience needed to w h  fhts unpre- 
dictable war. However, I remam 
convmced thatwe aremaiangcon. 
sistent and s~gmficant progress In 
the global war on tennr 

uts e t  
I'vlih'ra~ innovation thwarts insurg 

When I traveled to the i'vhddle path to fteedorn I-Sls selRessness 1s forces to defeat the terror lsts 
East m July 2004. tourmg the one of the many sh~rung examples After Marme and Iraq1 secunty 
Iraq1 Pohce Trauung F k d t y  m of men and women who are work- fo~ces received hps from local 
Amman, Jordan was one of the mgsothatIraqwu~onedayeqloy citizens, they discovered the 
hghhghts of my mslt The facihty the freedoms we have as American bunker, as long as lhree football 
was new, and1 was encouraged by cihzens fields, dmded mto rooms that ap- 
the number of Iraq~s who coura- Recently, I've heal d cr ltics parsntly housed terrorists 
geously volunteered to defend complm that U.S. leaders are InAmerica,spmeofoursmall- 
t h m  country and safeguard their viewmg Iraq through I ose -col- est freedoms are also some of our 
democracy However. I expressed ored glasses Not so We recogme most cher  shed The people of 
my concerns about whether they that the challenges m Iraq are Iraq are be-g to experience 
had the proper eqmpment to de- large and often ovenvhelmng prmleges shared by nhzens m 
feat the mounhng lnsur gcnzy During my most recent vls~t to democracies around the globe. 

Upon return to Iraq, I was Iraq, the Iraq1 defense m s t e I  The opportumty to lnvest money 
pleased to see that the Iraq1 Se- spoke of the dfficulty m s e a h g  in the stock market, to send thex 
curity Forces, led by Gen Davld Iraq's borders, and he Informed chlrllen to school to cheer the r  
Peuaeus, are now a skiled team us that most of the teri onsts filter a'deres ~n ?he 3lympics, to  Ey 
of soldiers who are  better m through S m a  and Iran As we dorneshcally, to surf the Internet, 
equlpped to protect their country fight an asyrnmebicsenemy that to read mdepenaent news and to 
and defeatterrorists 'Ibday,seven can adapt to US technology and complamto therne~ghbors about 
basic pohce academies are oper- tachcs. vlolence wdl mcrease at thelr government leaders are all 
ahonal. Together, they *am and bmes However, the skdl of the freedoms that are emergmg m 
equlp over 3,300 pohce officers US &tar y and the dedcaaon of cornmumhes throughout Uaq. 
eachmonth There are nowmore the Iraq] people wdl contlnue to The progess m Iraq ~s real 
than 168,000 tramed and confront and systemahcally de- Our sold~ers and the Iraqi people1 
eqmpped Iraqi poke,  solmers, feat terrorlsm wdl conhnue to defeat the terror- 
salors and armen. Day by day, OnJune3,theNewYorBTmles lsts and estabhsh a flourishing 
Iraq1 for ccs are t h g  mcreased reported that 75 per cent of Iraqis democracy When I return to the 
responsibility for the seculity of support the Iraq1 government, country m the future. I'm certam 
thew counby. and that G5 percent of Ir aqls be- I'll see more examples of the I -  

Each vmt to Iraq reminds me heve Iraq IS headedmthe nght &- novabon and deternunahon that 
that US sold~ers are axlxxlate, ca- remon The report also noted that exlststoday at "Bob's Buck StDp" 
pable and dedcated to the cause Iraqls ate providmg authorlhes 
D u g m y  recentblp, Ispoke to an with far more hps on insurgent 
econormst whohad beensemgm actmhes than even a few months Rep Joe Wllson South CaroIrna 
Iraqforayear Heextendedlnstour ago The recent mqor discovery Republrcan serves on the House 
of duty for five more months &I of an underground bunker that Armed Services Cornrn~ttee In 
recogmzmg the tremendous op- served x a haven f o ~  terrorists IS 2003, he refired from the Smth 
porturuty to serve his cnun!p and yet anothe~ example of the Iraq1 Carolina Army Nat~onal Guard - 

ensurethatIraqconmuesdounthe people work~ng w ~ t h  coallhon after 31 years ofserv~ce. 
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