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June 13, 2005
Mr. Charles Battaglia
Executive Director
Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 8. Clark Street Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202
Dear Charles,
It was a pleasure to see you recently while you were on Capitol Hill. 1 enjoyed talking
and meeting with you.
It is an honor to represent the people of the Second Congressional District of South
Carolina, and I value your input. 1f I may be of assistance to you, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
Very truly yours,
Cﬁi,.u%
JOE WILSON
Member of Congress
JW/am
.
&aﬁ ﬁaz 0L ,')?@ %AM ’
MipLaNDS OFFICE:
212 CANNON HousE OFrice BUiLDING
17008 Buvp. {US 378), Si FICE!
WLJE:?(ITOLS:\IAJBM, sC 29165:”TE k WasHINGTeN, DC 20515-4002 Soﬂl-cl;g:?::;S;L?cFSlg:EET
MaiLING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 7381 (202) 225-2452 P.0. Box 1538
CoLumeia, SC 29202 FAX: (202) 225-2455 BEAUFORT, SC 29901
(BO3) 939-0041 E-maiL: joe.wilson@mail.house.gov {843) 521-2630
Fax: (B03) 939-0078 WEBSITE: www. haouse._gov/joewilson Fax: (B43) 521-2535

Tort Free 1-888-381-1442



FRIDA YJUHE H} 700

By Joe Wilson
Yhen visiting the Middle
East over -Memorial
Day weekend, I must
: ‘admit that'I did not ex-
pect to see a sign for “Big Bob’s
"Truck Stop and Up-Armor Facil-
ity” in Balad, Irag. But again
demonstrating the fortitude of the
U8 military, our soldiers estab-
lished this facility in response to
-the increasing numbers of road-
" side bombs used against our con-
voys. As I toured “Big Bob’s” T
- was overwhelmed by the US. mil-
B 1tary’s fremendous ability toTec:
" ognize a probiem;, work to find a

" 8olution :and ‘adapt to the chal-

lenges of the global war on terror.
- A ruthless band of cowardly ter-
- rorists are no match for our brave
men and women in uniform.
Since September 2003, Pve
naveled to Irag four times, and
‘T've witnessed extraordinary
- progress on each visit. As a mem-
ber of the House Armed Services

Committee and the father of three .

- sans currently serving in the US
Armed Forces, my connecticn to
Iraq is both protessmnal and per-
sonal. In February, my cldest son
Alan returned frorm serving a one-

.. year tour of duty in Iraqg with the

South Camhna Army N atlonal

' Guard
o After pdrhmpatmg in congres-

.~.siondl briefings on the global war:

“on terror -and. receiving daily e-

- mails from my son Alan about his

- experiences in Irag, I recognize
the tremendous dedication and pa-

~tence needed to wih this unpre-
dictable war. However, 1 remain

. » convinced that we are making con-

" sistent and significant progress in

~ the global war on terror

Outsmarting the terrorists

Military innovation thwarts insurgents

When I traveled to the Middle
East in July 2004, touring the
Iragi Police Training Facility in
Amman, Jordan was one of the
ngh.hghts of my visit The facility

was new, and I was encouraged by -

the number of Iragis who coura-

- geously volunteered tu defend
- - their counry and sdfegiard their

democracy However, ] expressed
my concerns about whether they
had the proper equipmert to de-

feat the mounting insurgency.
“Traq, the Iragi defense minister

Upon return to Irag, I.was

.pleased to see that the Iraqi Se-

curity Forces, led by Gen. David

Petraeus, are now a skilled tearn
of soldleza who are- better =
equipped to protect their country -
-and defeatterrorists. Today, seven
‘basic police academies are oper-

ational. Together, they train and
equip over 3,500 police officers
each month There are now more
than 168,000 . trained and

equipped Iraqi police, soldiers,

sailors . and airmen. Day by day,
Iraqi forces are taking increased
responsibility. for the security of
theu country.

Each visit to Iraq reminds me
that US. soldie1s are articulate, ca-
pable and dedicated to the cause.
Duringmy recenttrip, I spoketoan
economist whohad been servingin

Iraqg fora vear Heextended histour

of duty for five more months after
recognizing the tremendous op-
portunity to serve his country and

ensure that Irag continues down the

path to freedorn. His selfiéssness is

one of the many shining examples
of men and wormen who are work-

ing so that Iraqgis will one day enjoy

the freedoms we have as Amencan
citizens. .
Recently, I've hear d critics

-.complain that ‘TS, Jeaders are.
*yiewing Traq thfough rose-col- -

ored glasses. Not so .We recognize
that the challenges in Irag are

-large and often .overwhelming.

During my-most recent visit to

spoke of the difficulty’in sealing
Irag’s borders, and he.informed
us that most of the terrorists filier

:in through Syria and Iran. As we

fight 'an’ asymmetric enemy that
can adapt to U.S. technology and
tactics, violence will increase at
times. However, the skill of the
US miilitar y and the dedication of
the Iraqi people will continue to
confront and systemattca]ly cle-
feat terrorism.

On June 3, the New York TJ.mes
reported that 75 percent of Iragis

support the Iragi-government,.

and that 65 percent of Iragis be-

, lieve Iraq is headed in the right di-

rection The report also noted that
Iraqis are pruviding authorities
with far more tips on insurgent

‘activities than even a few months
~ago. The recent major discovery
~of an underground bunkex that :

served 1s a haven for'terrorists is
yet another example of the Iragi
people working with coalition

forces to defeat the™terrarists.”
After Marine and Iraqi security:
“forces received tips from local!
citizens, they discovered the:

bunker, as long as three football

-fields, divided into rooms that ap-,
. parenﬂv housed terrorists,

In America, some of our, sma]l-.

-gst freedoms are also some of our !
‘most cherished. The ‘peaple of

Irag are beginning to e°per1ence
privileges shared by citizens iin
democracies around the :globe.’
The opportunity to invest money :
in the stock market, to send théir

children to'school, to cheer their:

athletes in the Clympics, to fly:
domesticaily, to surf the Internet,
to read independent neivs and to
complain to their neighbors about’
their government leaders are all:

-freedoms that are emerging :in “
. comraunities throughout Irag.

- The progress in Iraq-is real
Our soldiers and the Iragi people!

* will continue to defeat the terror-!

ists and establish a fAotrishing

“democracy. When I return to the

country in the future, 'm certain:
I’'ll see more examples of the in-

-ngvation and determination that:
'emsts today at “Bob’s ']}uck St[)p g

rRep Joe Wllson. Souih Carolma

Republican, serves on the House
Armed Services Committee. In
2003, he retired from the South.
Carolina Army.National Guard

_after 31 years of service.
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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

201 WEST KALAMAZOO AVENUE = KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49007-3777
PHONE: {269) 384-8111
FAX: (260) 384-8032

RECEIVED
June 10, 2005 06152005

Mr. Anthony Principi, Chair

2005 Defense Base Closure & Realignment Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

This letter represents the full and unqualified support of the Kalamazoo County
Michigan Board of Commissioners in opposition of the proposed realignment of the
110™ Fighter Wing and closure of the Battle Creek Air National Guard Base.
Kalamazoo County, like our neighboring Calhoun County to the East has historically
been strong supporters of the defense of our nation.

Since early in the last century Kalamazoo County gave up thousands of acres of
land to the military as they prepared to fight the conflicts of the last century.
Kalamazoo County joins with Battle Creek and Calhoun County to proudly play its
role in the war on terrorism.

The Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has recommended a list of military
facilities be closed and/or realigned which included the 110™ Fighter Wing as part
of the BRAC process. Kalamazoo County believes that there must have been some
type of mis-interpretation in the evaluation criteria that resulted in the 110™ even
appearing on the BRAC list.

As we understand the criteria Military Value, Military Essentiality and Military
Readiness were highly valued with taxpayer cost, being relevant, but not as highly
valued. To state the obvious, the Federal Government has invested over $37
million dollars into the Battie Creek Air National Guard base in the last decade to
make it the most state-of-the-art A-10 maintenance and support facility in America.
The unique and specialized facilities are not realignable and therefore they will
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need to be recreated at whatever facility the A-10’s ultimately call home, at great costs.

There is not an A-10 squadron in the National Guard in this country that is more combat
ready than the 110"™. They have been activated and served with distinction in Operation
Noble Eagle, Southern Watch, Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. During two
deployments in 2004 alone, a tota! of 10 Distinguished Flying Crosses and 14 Bronze
Stars were awarded to members of the 110™. If military readiness is valued by the
Defense Department the 110" cannot fulfill its mission for several years if it is realigned.
Many of the 932 full- and part-time National Guard members will not be transferred to the
110™’s proposed new home because there are already military personnel there that have
first option in servicing these unique aircraft. However those individuals are not qualified
in the service, maintenance and operation of A-10’s. It will take years and millions of
dollars 10 regain the razor sharp efficisncy and skill in. the A-10’s that exist in Battle
Creek. Military readiness is priceless in this time of terrorist threats.

Kalamazoo County implores the BRAC Commission to carefully examine the military
value, readiness and cost effectiveness of the Pentagon recommendation to realign the
110" Fighter Wing. Kalamazoo County believes the value of the 110" Fighter Wing is
clear and compelling. We ask this for the good of the Air Force readiness, the national
defense, the Southwest Michigan community and especially for the 932 Guards men and
women who have so proudly served every time they have been ask and with great

distinction.

Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners

c: Honorable Jennifer Granholm, Governor
Honorabie Carl Levin
Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Honorable Fred Upton
Honorable Joe J.H. Schwartz, M.D.
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