
6/23/2005 
To: The 2005 Defense Base Closure and Re-Alignment Commission 

2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Va. 22202 

From: Mrs. Katharine Ainsworth Semmes 
C3 12 15 Piper Road 
Scarboro, Maine 04074 

Life is change. We are confronting new challenges with terrorism. We are also trying to 
economize on military spending by closing bases while at war. I am a Navy Junior, and 
also a Navy widow, with 87 years in military service to the country through my support 
of my family both in the USA and abroad all my life. 

My father, Rear Adm. Walden Lee Ainsworth, served with Adm. Halsey across the 
Pacific in WorldWar 11. 

. - 
My husband, Vice Adm. Benedict Joseph Semmes, served as Chief of Naval Personnel 
during Vietnam. 

My son, Dr. Benedict Joseph Semmes, also served in Vietnam. 

If my father and my husband were alive today, I am sure they would say, 
"Don't put all your eggs in one basket." 

It only makes the remaining shipyards, airfields or bases bigger targets. 

Closing Portsmouth concentrates too much of our vital resources in Norfolk. 

Closing Brunswick Naval Air leaves all of New England without immediate air response. 

Building at only one shipyard risks our national security, especially as Bath Iron Works is 
world famous for the best ships ever built. The best sailors strive to captain a Bath ship. 

This is not economy, this endangers the country. It is short-sighted and foolhardy. 

At a time of recruitment and enlistment problems, with an unpopular and divisive war 
with no honorable end in sight, think twice before you damage morale further and destroy 
our proud Navy institutions. 

sincerely yours, <& 0 . S e k k ~ )  
Katharine Ainsworth Semmes 
June 2 1,2005 
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