
Messrs. BRAC Commission 

August 10, 2005 

Apology and correction 

Our correspondence dated August 9, 2005 contained the following mistake. When i t  

arrives, please substitute with this correspondence. 

Correct: In 1971, we concluded an agreement with Japanese government that they 

"will make utmost efforts to let the U.S side reduce the presence of Camp 

Zama" . 

Incorrect: In 1971, the U.S. government concluded an  agreement with Japan 

stipulating that the U.S. side "will make utmost efforts to reduce the 

presence of Camp Zama". 

Katsuji Hoshino 

Mayor, Zama City, Japan and Cliairman of the Zama City Association 

Opposing to Strengthened Base Presence as a result of transfer of the 

I Corps to Camp Zama 
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August 10,2005 

Messrs. BRAC Commission 

To our friends a t  the BRAC Commission: 

We represent the people of the city where Camp Zama, one of your country's Army bases, 

is located in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. 

base would be intolerable for us. The "Zama City Association Opposing to Strengthened 

Base Presence" organized by the mayor and city council (26 members) and the local 

community has therefore united with the people of Zama to protest the transfer. 

We are aware that the BRAC Commission assumes an  important responsibility, but we 

hereby petition not to place the burden of base realignment and closure issues on us. As 

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld has professed that "the U.S. military would not 

go where they are unwelcome," we would prefer to see his words be put into action. 

As we presume you are already aware, following the WWII, a lamentable period for both 

our countries, the U.S. Army Garrison known as "Camp Zama" came to be located 

across the border of the cities of Zama and Sagamihara, which abuts to the north of 

Zama. 

U.S. Armed Forces have now been stationed a t  Camp Zama for 60 years. Since the base 

takes up 3.5% of our small, densely populated city of 17.58 square kilometers (7,339 

people per square kilometer), i t  constitutes a serious obstacle to our city planping 

projects. Therefore, for many years we have demanded the Japanese government to 

downsize the base and return the land to the city in the future from the viewpoint of the 

city's basic comprehensive urban planning. In 1971, we concluded an  agreement with 

Japanese government that they "will make utmost efforts to let the U.S. side reduce the 

presence of Camp Zama". With this as  the cornerstone, the residents of Zama have 

hoped that  Camp Zama will be phased down in size and the land eventually returned to 

the zitj;. 

However, in November 2003, we were stunned a t  the news that, a s  par t  of the 

realignment of US .  Armed Forces announced by President Bush, the I Corp, which is 

currently stationed a t  Fort Lewis in  Washington, would be transferred to Camp Zama. 

Should this media report prove true, such plan would certainly run counter to the future 

plan of our city, and would of course destroy the dream of the citizens. Despite our 

repeated inquiries about the supposed transfer of the I Corps, both the Japanese and 

U.S. governments have been reluctant to clarify their true intentions, insisting that  the 

issue is still under discussion 

As the planned transfer of the command of the I Corps to our city would lead to 

reinforcement of the base, making i t  more permanent one, i t  would be incompatible 

with our comprehensive plans for the future of the city, and the increased burden of the 

I t  has been reported in Japan that the Office of the Secretary of Defense's plans for base 

realignment and closure are making a huge impact on local communities and residents 

in your country who benefit from the bases. We are informed that  in areas where bases 

have been closed or had their presence reduced, opposition movements are supported 

and they are working to have the decision repealed. If the people of the United States 

themselves have such strong intentions concerning closure and downsizing of the bases 

and are appealing for their continued existence, we, of the city of Zama, would strongly 

urge you to give up the plan to force the I Corps to move from Fort Lewis to Camp Zama. 

I t  is a principle of democracy to respect the will of both the people of the United States 

and the city of Zama, and we believe that the American people are the leaders of 

democracy. 

We would like to, ask the BRAC Committee to understand our earnest appeal and 

support our efforts in the petition to withdraw the planned transfer of the I Corps to 

Camp Zama. 

Sincerely yours, 

Katsuji Hoshino 

Mayor, Zama City, Japan and Chairman of the Zama City Association 

Opposing to Strengthened Base Presence a s  a result of transfer of the 

I Corps to Camp Zama 
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