
June 1,2005 

Dear Honorable Anthony I, Principi: 

The purpose for this comm~unication regards the recent decision for the possible closure 
of Cannon Air Force Base in New Mexico. Aside fiom its beauty and superior history, 
this base is central to the surrounding community. During a time of war, it is most 
disconcerting to eliminate military bases, especially one with as much potential as 
Cannon. Please consider the following assets connected with this base and for the benefit 
of so many Americans, remove Cannon Air Force Base fiom this list of potential 
closings. 

A. Based on the criteria provided by the government that outlines reasons for 
closures, Cannon Air Force Base does not qualifjr. 

B. Cannon Air Force Elase has the space and facilities to accommodate war-fighting, 
trainings as evidencled by the recent joint training effort between the U. S. Navy 
and Cannon Air Force. 

C. Cannon has ample space to accommodate surge force requirements in training and 
emergency situation. 

D. Cannon has an abundance of air space and no encroachment issues as do some of 
the other bases found on the list of possible closures. 

E. Cannon provides the ideal environment for training pilots in that the abundance of 
air space and year round good weather provides for this. 

F. The location of Cannon Air Force Base and its easy access to the Melrose 
bombing range allows for immediacy and reduces costs of fuel. 

G. Due to years of opeiration, surrounding towns such as Clovis, Portales, Eastern 
New Mexico, Amaridlo and Lubbock reflect large military retiree populations and 
to close Cannon Air Force Base would shatter the lives of these people. The very 
people who have devoted their lives to the military and protection of America. To 
close Cannon Air Force Base would deprive these heroes of accessible healthcare, 
grocery shopping, and support. 

Please consider these points and share them with your colleagues when determining 
which of the military bases must close. I, and so many of my peers, respectfully request 
that Cannon Air Force Base not be closed. Please visit it and you will see how very 
important it is to our  nation"^ security and how central it is in the lives of  so many 
Americans who have devote:d their lives, careers, and families to the base itself. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Kristen Tum Shirmoharnrnad 
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