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Nnited States Senate @ RECEIVED

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1804
June 8, 2005 06142000

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Chairman

BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

As the senior U.S. Senator in Louisiana, | would like to personally encourage you to visit the
New Orleans area during one of the two upcoming visits by BRAC Commission members on June 17 and
July 12, 2005. These visits will be utilized to survey the military installations which have been selected
by the Department of Defense (DOD) for closure. The potential impact of DOD’s recommendations to
my state and to my constituents require that I make every appropriate effort to defend the assets that have
been so critical to Louisiana and the country.

The well respected Naval Support Activity (NSA) and Defense Information Systems Agency
(DISA) have been crucial to the defense support infrastructure of the United States and critical
components in the fabric of the Greater New Orleans region. If the realignment plan is implemented, the
Algiers-Bywater complex and DISA would lose a combination of 2,862 personnel. That would leave
southeast Louisiana with a net loss of 1,197 military and civilian jobs.

While a large number of jobs will be lost as a result of DoD’s recommendations, the City of New
Orleans and the State of Louisiana have been working for several years on the “Federal City” initiative.
This concept, which we will detail for you during your visit, seeks to streamline the functions of our
national defense apparatus in the region into one operational foundation that will yield opportunities for
improved wartime efficiency.

I would appreciate your consideration of this request to personally view both sites that will be
impacted by DoD’s recommendations. Also, your visit is a great opportunity for the City of New Orleans
and the State of Louisiana to share our “Federal City” plan that demonstrates our many years of planning

and prepares our workers for a bright future.

With kindest regards, I am

pHary L. Lafidrieu
United States Senator
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