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Dear Mr. Chairman:

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2231 RaysURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515
(202) 225-4436

DISTRICT OFFICES:

E. Ross Apair FEDERAL BUILDING
1300 SouTH HARRISON STREET, Room 3105
FORT WAYNE, IN 46802
(260) 424-3041
{800} 959-3041
Fax: (260) 424-4042

FIRST SOURCE BANK BUILDING
102 WEST LINCOLN AVENUE, SUITE 250
GosHEN, IN 46526
{574) 533-5802
(800} 959-3041

THE BOATHOUSE
700 PaRk AVENUE, Suite D
WINONA LAKE, IN 46590
{574) 269--1940
{800) 959-3041

www.house.gov/souder

I am writing to express my strong support for the Department of Defense's base

closure and realignment recommendations, particularly as they relate to the 122" Fighter
Wing based in Fort Wayne, Indiana. For the last sixty years, the 122™ Fighter Wing has
proudly resided in Fort Wayne, Indiana, while making vital contributions to our nation's
air defense superiority.

Mr. Chairman, I believe Northeast Indiana and the City of Fort Wayne provide
physical attributes that cannot be replicated anywhere else in the Midwest region of the
United States. With 166 acres of land leased at a nominal cost by the State of Indiana
and the Fort Wayne Airport Authority, an additional 90 acres adjacent to the base
reserved for military use, and 1250 acres of undeveloped land at the airport complex, the
Fort Wayne Air Guard base is not threatened by land encroachment, making it an ideal
location for expansion and the consolidation of like missions. Furthermore, the airport
has the largest commercial runway in the State of Indiana at 12,000 feet, providing the
base with the flexibility needed to accommodate any type of plane. More importantly,
however, Northeast Indiana, the City of Fort Wayne, and Allen County have a proud
tradition of supporting the needs of our warfighters. At a time when the National Guard
and the Armed Services are having difficulty attracting new recruits, the 122" is
currently operating at 104.2% manning strength and ranks ninth in overall recruiting for
the Air National Guard.

In addition to our outstanding recruiting success in Northeast Indiana, the 122™ is
fortunate to have state of the art facilities and a variety of special use airspace and range
complexes nearby and readily available for training purposes. There are four locations
within the State of Indiana available for use by the Air National Guard, including: Hilltop
MOA, 12 Mile MOA, Atterbury Range Complex and Jefferson Proving Grounds. These
special use locations and ranges, in addition to the $35 million in federally earmarked
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military construction and air traffic control investments at the airport, help ensure the Air
Guard has the resources and facilities it needs for current and emerging mission
requirements.

Please know that I am grateful for your service to our country and am willing to
assist you or any of the Commissioners as you go through this grueling process over the
next few months. Thank you for thoughtful consideration of my views on the 122"
Fighter Wing and Northeast Indiana.

Sincerely,
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Mark Souder
Member of Congress

Cc: BRAC Commissioners



