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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Subj: MEETING WITH ALBANY, GEORGIA COMMUNITY DELEGATION 

Encl: (1) Obituary of General Raymond Gilbert Davis 

1. Gen William L. "Spider" Nyland, USMC, Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps 
(ACMC), and LtGen Richard L. Kelly, USMC, Deputy Commandant for Installations and 
Logistics (I&L), met with members of the Albany, Georgia community delegation on 25 
February 2004, at 1700 in Suite 1101, Navy Annex. Present at the meeting were Laura Friedel, 
Military Legislative Assistant to Senator Zell Miller (D, Ga); Jim Irwin, Military Legislative 
Correspondent to Senator Saxby Chambliss (R, Ga); Tim Martin, President, Albany, Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce; Eleanor Hill, Associate, King & Spalding LLP; Mr. Leland Burkart, 
Chairman Military Affairs for Albany, Georgia; Col Jim Taylor (USMC, Ret.), Liaison, 
Southwest Alliance for Progress; Col Rivers, Executive Assistant to LtGen Kelly; LtCol Kristi L. 
VanGorder, USMC, (LFL); Capt Flanagan, Aide de Camp for LtGen Kelly; Ms. Petraske, LP; 
Mr. Melson, HQMC History and Museum division; Mr. Sullivan, HQMC, head, History and 
Museum division; and, Capt James A. Noel, USMC, IAT Recorder. 

2. The Albany community delegation began the meeting by discussing the dedication of a 
memorial in honor of General Raymond Gilbert Davis, USMC (Ret), see enclosure (1). The 
delegation requested permission to proceed with the proposed memorial and discussed possible 
options, including housing the memorial onboard Marine Corps Logistics Base (MCLB) Albany, 
or downtown Albany. Mr. Sullivan, from HQMC History and Museum offered assistance. The 
delegation discussed community improvement for the Albany area, including an initiative for a 
new elementary school, the widening of Georgia highway 133 (commenting that the road from 
MCLB Albany to MCLB Blount Island contains only three traffic lights), the planned five year 
program to extend the airport runway by 1000 feet, the planned addition of a second airline 
carrier to support the community and base, and the partnership between the MCLB Albany and 
Albany Technical College to provide additional training and support for the MCLB workforce. 
The delegation discussed the telecommunications infrastructure at MCLB Albany, offering to 
work to meet Marine Corps requirements for connectivity. The delegation discussed efforts to 
engender entrepreneurship to enable the community to meet the business needs of the base. The 
delegation commented that the community fully supports the Marine Corps; the community is 
revitalizing the downtown area and creating new programs to assist military dependents during 
deployments. 

3. Gen Nyland praised the wonderful achievements of MCLB Albany and expressed his 
appreciation for the good relationship enjoyed by the community and the base. The ACMC 
commented on the importance of logistics and sea basing to the Marine Corps, noting Gen 
Hagee's comment that "Albany won the war" (Gen Michael W. Hagee, USMC, 33rd 
Commandant of the Marine Corps, commenting on the significant contribution of MCLB Albany 
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for Operation Iraqi Freedom). Gen Nyland thanked the delegation for their support of the 
Marine Corps and left the meeting at 17 15. 

4. LtGen Kelly continued the discussion with the delegation, commenting on the training 
opportunities available on the base and the local area. LtGen Kelly indicated that the training 
opportunities available in and around Albany, Ga are being circulated for consideration by the 
Marine Corps. He discussed the need for a symbiotic relationship between MCLB Albany and 
the Blount Island facility. LtGen Kelly commented on the new information technology systems 
that will bring up to date Marine Corps logistics. LtGen Kelly expressed support for the 
proposed memorial in honor of Gen Davis and expressed a desire to maintain a dialogue 
concerning the memorial. 

5. The meeting ended at 1800. 
--- . 

, '- - / - -  
J. A. NOEL 
Captain 
United States Marine Corps 
Recorder, IAT 
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G eneral Raymond Gilbert Davis, 
USMC (Ret), a highly decorated 

combat veteran of three wars, who 
earned the Medal of Honor during the 
bitter fighting at the Chosin Reservoir 
in Korea, died 3 September 2003 in 
Conyers, Georgia, at the age of 88. He 
was buried at Forestlawn Memorial 
Gardens in College Park, Georgia. 

The ~itzgerald, Georgia, native held 
a B.S. degree in chemical engineering 
from the Georgia School of 
Technology, and after graduation in 
1938, was commissioned a Marine sec- 
ond lieutenant. He completed the 
Marine Officers' Basic School in May 
1939 at the Philadelphia Navy Yard 
and began a year of service with the 
Marine detachment on board the USS 
Portland in the Pacific. At the out- 
break of World War 11, he was serving 
with the 1st Antiaircraft Machine Gun 
Battery at Marine Barracks, New River 
(later Camp Lejeune), North Carolina. 
Upon his promotion to captain in 
February 1942, he was assigned as 
battery commander. During WWII, he. 
participated in the Guadalcanal, 
Western New Guinea, Cape 
Gloucester and Peleliu campaigns. 

In February 1943, he was promoted 
to major and appointed Commanding 
Officer, 1st Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st 
Marine Division in April 1944 while 
stationed on Cape Gloucester. 

Maj Davis' heroism while command- 
ing the 1st Battalion at Peleliu in 
September 1944 earned him a Navy 
Cross and the Purple Heart. Although 
wounded during the first hour of the 
Peleliu landing, he refused evacuation 
to remain with his men, and on one 
occasion, when heavy Marine casual- 
ties and the enemy's point-blank can- 
non fire had enabled Japanese forces 
to break through the Marine lines, he 
personally rallied and led his Marines 
in fighting to re-establish defensive 
positions. In October 1944, he 
returned to Pavuvu and was promoted 
to lieutenant colonel. 

Davis served in a variety of assign- 
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ments following the war, including 
tours of duty at Quantico, Guam and 
Chicago, Illinois, where he was the 
Inspector-Instructor of the 9th Marine 
Corps Reserve Infantry Battalion. He 
was ordered to Korea in August 1950. 

In Korea, LtCol Davis commanded 
the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines from 
August to December 1950. He earned 
the Nation's highest decoration for 
heroism, the Medal of Honor, during 
the 1st Marine Division's historic fight 
to break out of the Chosin Reservoir 
area. Against overwhelming odds, he 
led his battalion in a heroic four-day 
battle, which saved a rifle company 
from annihilation and opened a criti- 
cal mountain pass to enable two 
trapped Marine regiments to escape 
the enemy. In addition to the Medal of 
Honor, Davis also was awarded two 
Silver Stars, a Legion of Merit and a 
Bronze Star with Combat "V." He 
returned from Korea in June 1951. 
President Harry S. Truman personally 
presented the Medal of Honor to LtCol 
Davis during a 24 November 1952 cer- 
emony at the White House. 

Following his return to the United 
States, Davis served at Quantico, 
Virginia, and at Headquarters, Marine 
Corps in Washington, D.C. He also 
served as Chief, Analysis Branch, on 

the Staff of the Commander in Chief, 
Europe. In July 1963, he was promot- 
ed to brigadier general while enroute 
from Europe to the United States. Gen 
Davis served as Assistant Division 
Commander of the 3d Marine 
Division. from October 1963 to 
November 1964. He was promoted to 
major general in November 1966. 

During the Vietnam War, Davis 
served as Commanding General, 3d 
Marine Division from 1968 to 1969. He 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal and three personal dec- 
orations by the South Vietnamese 
Government for his service there. 

Following his return to the United 
States in May 1969, Davis was 
assigned as Deputy for Education with 
additional Duty as Director, Education 
Center, Marine Corps Development 
and Education Command, Quantico. 
After his promotion to lieutenant gen- 
eral in July 1970, he was appointed 
Commanding General at Marine Corps 
Development and Education 
Command, Quantico. 

On 23 February 1971, President 
Richard M. Nixon nominated Davis to 
the grade of general and to the posi- 
tion of Assistant Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. He served as Assistant 
Commandant until his retirement from 
active duty on 31 March 1972, follow- 
ing more than 33 years of service with 
the Marine Corps. 

In retirement, Davis was a tireless 
advocate for veterans and a moving 
force in the successful effort to build 
the National Korean War Veterans' 
Memorial. He served as Executive 
Vice President of the Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce and President 
of the Marine Corps Coordinating 
Council of Greater Atlanta. In recent 
years, he was among a small group of 
Korean War veterans who visited the 
western side of the Chosin Reservoir. 
The trip was the first occasion since 
the Korean War in which North Korea 
had allowed Americans to visit the 
site. 01 7750 
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