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INFRASTRUCTURE ANALYSIS TEAM 
ODASN (IS&A), 2221 South Clark Street, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22202 

(703)-602-6500 
MM-0556 
IAT/VJM 
30 March 2005 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Subj: MEETING WITH SOUTH TEXAS DELEGATION 

Encl: (1) The Hon. Terry Simpson, etc., ltr of Feb 22, 2005 
(2) Presentation: Naval Station Kingsville, Flying the 

Future-Defending the Homefront 
(3) JNTC Gulf of Mexico-Profile of South Texas Facilities 

dtd Dec 2004 (CD format) 

1. The Honorable BJ Penn, Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
(Installations and Environment), met at 0830 on 15 March 2005 
with Mr. Dick Messbarger, Chairman, Texas Defense Aviation and 
Aerospace Alliance, and Mr. James A. Noone, Karalekas and Noone, 
regarding Naval installations in South Texas. The meeting took 
place in Room 43523 of the Pentagon. In addition, CAPT James D. 
Heffernan, USN, OASN (I&E), and LCDR Vincent J. Moore, JAGC, 
USNR, ODASN (IS&A) were also present. 

2. Mr. Messbarger and Mr. Noone initially discussed matters 
unrelated to BRAC with the Assistant Secretary. Mr. Messbarger 
then presented the Assistant Secretary with enclosure (I), a 
copy of a letter to the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for 
Installations and Environment, which outlines an offer from 
various South Texas communities for additional training areas in 
the vicinity of NAVSTA Ingleside, TX. Mr. Messbarger and Mr. 
Noone briefly outlined the South Texas area's appeal as a site 
for an expeditionary warfare training facility and noted that 
South Texas environmental groups support this proposal because 
it saves the affected land from commercial and residential 
development. 

3. Mr. Messbarger and Mr. Noone then described a proposal from 
the State of Texas for additional aviation training ranges in 
the area of NAS Kingsville, TX. This proposal is detailed in 
enclosures (2) and (3). Mr. Messbarger explained that the State 
of Texas is in the process of expanding the McMullin Range, 
located near Kingsville, by adding 20-25,000 acres to its 
current "Yankee" and Dixie" range sites. This expansion is 
intended for the Texas Air National Guard but the State is 
seeking to expand joint training opportunities. He noted that 
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Subj: MEETING WITH PASCAGOULA DELEGATION 

the Army is also interested in this proposal and wishes to 
expand opportunities to train with fixed-wing aircraft. 

4 .  The Assistant Secretary thanked the delegation for their 
materials and advised them that their submission would be 
provided to the Navy BRAC Office. The Assistant Secretary 
advised the group that recommendations for closure or 
realignment had not yet been developed. He also noted that some 
installations and regions would gain activities from the BRAC 
process. The Assistant Secretary highlighted the 
transformational objectives of this BRAC round, explaining that 
the BRAC process will comport with law and statute. He 
described the process as a matter of focusing on the 20 year 
Force Structure Plan (FSP), establishing the inventory required 
to support the FSP, determining current inventory, and reducing 
excess capacity. The Assistant Secretary emphasized that there 
are no preconceived lists of bases for closure or realignment. 
He stated DON policy of collecting detailed, certified data, to 
allow for decisions based solely on the selection criteria that 
treats all bases equally. The Assistant Secretary advised them 
that the Navy will consider community input and retain any 
information received; however, community information is not 
included as part of the certified data for decision-making. 

5. The meeting concluded at 0856. 
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se- 
t" 

Terry Simpson 
County Judge 

Room 109 
400 West. Sinton St. Rm. 109 

Sinton, Texas 78387 
Office: 3611364-61 20 

Phillip W. Grone 
Deputy Under Secretary, Installations and Environment 

3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-3400 

Dear Secretary k n e ,  

I would like to call your attention to an offer for additional areas in the vicinity 
of Naval Station Ingleside (NSI). 

In our effort to broaden the capability of NSI to perform multi-service missions, we are 
prepared to p of Defense @OD) a 1,400-acre undeveloped 
site across from NSI. The site has access to the In t r acod  Waterway and the Corpus 
Christi Ship Channel. 

This area could be used for maneuver training of Assault Amphibious Vehicle (AAV) 
red Vehicle (LAW units of the USMC and special operations units of all 

services. The site, together with additional land at NSI, could be used for permanent 
basing of USMC reserve units. The new 1,400-acre training area could also be available 
for expeditionary training for active duty units and other reserve units &om outside the 
South Texas area. 

This property is currently on the San Patricio County tax rolls for approximately $3 
million. If DOD has a need for such an area and if the combined DOD and Homeland 
Security Department use of NSI remains at current levels in terms of local economic 
activity, San Patricio County and the City of Ingleside would be willing to acquire the 
property and make it available to the DOD at no cost. 

This property has easy access to the Gulf of Mexico and other Port of Corpus Christi and 
-owned sites. (See attachments.) When these sites are considered in 

conjunction with sites at currently owned DOD facilities, we believe they present an 
opportunity to do fleet and expeditionary warfare training in a realistic manner. Please 

San Patricio County war named in honor of the patron saint of Ireland by memberr of the McMullen and McGloin Colony, 
Which war founded on a Mexican Emprerario grant dated August 16, 1828. 



note the attached letter fiom Loyd Neal, Mayor of the City of Corpus Christi and a 
member of the afdiog current plans to 
expand the exi m the GulfofMexico. 

This proposed land acquisition and 

present on this underdeveloped acreage, it has enviromental 
This environmental vahre would be preserved if developed as 
(See attached letters.) 

very patriotic cithm who have a history of 
defeose related activities. (See attachment.) 

Please accept thig proposal in the spirit it is intended, which is that of a region exploring 
every avenue to actively eneged in the defense of our nation. 

Sincerely, - 

Mayor, City of Ingleside 

- 

City of Ingleside 
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March 17,2004 

Admiral William J. Fallon, USN 
Commander 
U.S. Fleet Forces Comrnand/U.S. Atlantic Fleet 

i 
Atlantic Fleet Headquarters 
1562 Mitscher Ave., Ste. 250 
Norfolk, VA 2335 1 -242 1 

I 
Dear Admiral Fallon, 

I received the Joint National Training Capability (JNTC) Gulf of Mexico brief prepared by the 
South Texas Military Facilities Task Force and had staff at the Texas General Land Office 
review the proposed use of stateswned land on a portion of Padre Island in Kleberg County. 
With a few conditions, the training envisioned is one the Texas General Land Office can support. 

The Land Office worked closely in the past with the Navy's Mine Wadare Center of Excellence 
n 

- %  

in South Texas to facilitate their use of the state's lands and waters to conduct training exercises. 1; 
r"""" Enclosed is a letter I recently sent to the Kleberg County Commissioner's Court explaining the 

Land Office's position as well as a resolution passed by the Kleberg County Co 
Court. Also enclosed is a briefing document supplied by the South Texas Military Facilities Task 
Force outlining the most recent training scenario which now includes an amphibious landing and 
seizure of four high value objectives in the region. A 
The U.S t of Defense could utilize the stateowned site in Kleberg County for mine 
warfare ous training exercises under the conditions described in the Kleberg County 
resolution and my letter without lease fec or other compensation to the state's Permanent School . 
Fund. 

As commissioner of the Texas General Land Office and a retired Marine oficer, I look forward 
g the state's active cooperation with the U.S. Dep 

I J 

Enclosures 

,- cc: General Michael W. Hagee, USMC 
Stephen E Austin Building 1700 North Congress Avenue Austin, Taas 78701-1495 

Post Office Box 12873 Austin, Tuas 7871 1-2873 

512- 463 -5001 800-998-4GLO 





SOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Kleberg County have a long history of supporting training for the 
United States Dep of Defense @OD); and 

REAS, the citizens of Kleberg County greatly value the ecological resources of Padre Island 
and support the efforts of the Texas General land Office (GLO) to preserve those 
resources in perpetuity for the citizens of Texas; 

REAS, the citizens of Kleberg County are seeking additional missions to become part of a Joint 
National Training Capability (JNTC) Gulf of Mexico; and 

REAS, the citizens of Kleberg County are seeking additional missions and personnel to Naval 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Klcberg County Commissioners' Court enter into 
an agreement with the Texas General Land Office (GLO) for use of five (5) miles of 
beachfront on Padre Island for the use of DOD personnel for in conjunction 
with Mine Warfare Center Excellence. All training activities of the beachfiont 
by DOD will only be conducted after consulting with the federal and state 
environmental agencies and implementation of measures any ecological 
impacts. Training will be conducted ly only between October 1st and March 3 lSt 
and would include deep and shallow water mine clearing and amphibious landing 
vehicles coming ashore to disembark inf'try units. Such training would include 
vehicles transiting fiom the sea up to the dune line, infantry disembarking and 
advancing 250 yards beyond the dune line and establishment of defensive positions for 
infantry units in the dune line. The ~ & g  would not include live fire activities, 
vehicles moving beyond the seaward side of the dunes or excavation on the island. 
Upon conclusio~ of the exercise, the vehicles would return to the sea and any impacts to 
the environment will be addressed. Transit of vehicles on the island would be limited to 
the strative needs of conducting the exercise and providing for public safety. No 
change in this tr g scenario would be made without public notice and hearing. The 
GLO would make char& to the Dep 

V Kleberg County Judge 1 

David Rosse, Commissioner, Pct 1 

DedGby Hubert, Commissioner, Pet 3 



SUPPORTING THE USE OF PADRE ISLAND FOR TRAINING IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE NAVY'S MINE WARFARE CENT"IER 
EXCELLENCE AND THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE'S GULF OF 
MEXICO JOINT NATIONAL TRAINING CAPABILITY 

WHEREAS, th of City of Corpus Christi have a long history of supporting 
training for the t of Defense (DOD); and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of City of Corpus Christi greatly value the ecological resources 
of Padre Island and support the efforts of the Texas General Land Mice to preserve 

in perpetuity for the citizens of Texas; 

the citizens of City of Corpus additional missions to 
of a Gulf of Mexico Joint Nati bility (JNTC); and 

WHEREAS, the ns of City of Corpus Chrlsti are seeking additional missions and 
personnel to Naval Air Stations Corpw Christi and Kingsvilk and Naval Station 
Ingleside; 

WHEREAS, DOD is ansidering the use of the beachfront on Padre Island for DOD 
personnel for training in conjunction with Navy's Mine Warfare Center Excellence; 

WHEREAS, all training activities and use of the beachfront by DO0 will only be 
conducted after consutting with the appropriate federal an@ state environmental 
agencies and implementation of measures to mktirni:ze any ecdogical impacts; 

WHEREAS, the talning will be conducted annually only be n October 1 and March 
31, and would indude deep and shallow water mine clearing and amphibious landing 
vehicles coming ashore to disembark infantry units; 

WHEREAS, the training will include vehicles transiting from the sea up to the dune line. 
infantry disembarking, and advancing 250 yards beyond the dune line and 
establishment of defensive positions for infantry units in the dune line: 

. WHEREAS, the training would not indude live fire activities, vehidas moving beyond 
'the seaward side of the dunes, w excavation on the island; 

-1 WHEREAS, upon condudon of the exerdse the vehides would return to the sea and 
I . any impacts to the environment will be addressed; 
I 

-d 

WHEREAS, the transit of vehides on the island would be limited to the administrative 
needs of condudng the exercise and providing for public safety; 

WHEREAS, no change in this training scenario would be made without public notice 
and hearing; and 



WHEREAS, the GLO will make this training site available at no charge b the 
Deparbnent of DeFense. 

NOW, THFREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE C COUNCIL ~f WE C C ~ V  OF 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS: 

SECT~ON 1.  hec city of the use of f~ miles of 
Padre Island within the C iction for trainlng h 
Navy's Mine Warlam Center Excellencl, and the marbnent of 
Joint National Training Capability. 

APPROVED: loU day of February, 2004. 

Corpus Christi, Texas 

Day of 

by the following vote: 

Samuel L. Neal. Jr- 

Melody Coopex 

Sill Kelly 
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CoastallBen,d ,. . Bays & EstriarW Program, Inc. 
1305 N. Shonlhe Bw, Ste. k5. Catpus c~&u. 1e1& 784.01-1500 - 
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to discuss the various aspects of the proposal were well 
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for a few days a couple of times per ycar. 
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- Again, the CBBEP very nnrb apprecites the ef'hrt that we@ into consulting with the,eaVin,mad 
as this proposal yas beiq.developad and we me pleased to be able to give our &tong m ~ ~ o f i  

- , ' . . for the pmposed Joint Trainhe Operatiom in South Texa+- ' . . 
. - _ I - .  - , ,  . 
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Ray Allen - . 
Executive Directof 



PORT SITES 



Department of Engineering Services 

OF COWS CHRlSTl 
February 25,2005 , 

Mr. Gary Bushel1 
Attorney & Government Consultant 
The San Jacinto Building, Suite 209 
221 East 9th Street 
Austin, Texas 78701 

Subject: Military Training Exercises 
Dredge Material Placement Areas 

Dear Gary: 

This letter will confirm our discussions regarding the potential use of port lands for 
military training exercises. Specifically, we discussed the idea of using one of several dredge 
material placement areas (areas #4 and #13 and the east side of Harbor Island). along the Corpus 
Christi Ship Channel and the La Quinta Ship Channel for a military landing exercise. As we 

r"- discussed, the Port of Corpus Christi Authority is always ready and willing to work with the 
military on any activity that helps protect our nation. As you know, our port has handled more 
than 60 shipments of military cargo to Iraq. 

These dredge material placement areas are used to help maintain the ship channel and 
dock facilities at the Port of Corpus Christi. The frequency of use for each area is different. 
Some are used every three to four years; others less frequently. In the past, we have never had a 
need to use all of these areas at the same time. As a result, I feel confident that at least one of 
these three areas would be available at any time for use by the military. 

We would be glad to visit in more detail with the military at their convenience to M1er 
explore this idea. If you have any questions or need additional information, please give me a 
call. 

Sincerely, 

Frank C. Brogan, P.E., R.P.L.S. 
Director of Engineering Services 

FCB/pem 
cc: John P. LaRue 

Greg Brubeck 
A1 Speight 

H: VrCBbroposed-projects \Bushel1 dmpa 205.doc 

Website: www.portofcorpuschristi.com 
222 Power Street Corpus Christi, TX 78401 P.O. Box 1541 Corpus Christi, TX 78403 TEL: 361 -882-5633 FAX: 361 -881 -51 63 
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MCMULLEN RANGE 



February 28,2005 

1201 N. Shoreline I 
Corpus Christi 

Texas 78401 I 

A C O O P E R A T I V E  
EFFORT BY ARANSAS, 
KLEBERG, NUECES, 
& S A N  PATRICIO 
C O U N T I E S  

The Honorable Philip W. Grone 
Deputy Under Secretary, Installations and Environment 
Department of Defense 
3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-3400 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

As mayor of Corpus Chnsti, Texas, a member of the Texas Military 
Preparedness Commission and Chairman of the South Texas Military Facilities 

), I would like to make you aware of an effort being 
undertaken by the Governor of Texas to expand the McMullen Range in South 
Texas. This 7,825-acre range is owned by the Navy, operated by the Chief of 
Naval Air Training (CNATRA) based at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, and is 
currently used by the Navy, Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve. 

The Governor's office is worhng with the Texas National Guard on the 
purchase of adjacent properties to create a range capable of serving as a Joint 
Expeditionary Training Center. This training center would be used by active 
duty and reserve units, as well as Texas Guard units. 

The Texas National Guard has requested an additional 14,000 acres of 
training area for maneuver and live fue. The National Guard Bureau has 
certified this need. A baseline environmental study is being conducted and 
should be completed in the next 60 days. Upon completion of the study, an 
environmental assessment (EA) will be undertaken and completed within 6 to 9 
months. However, fiom initial communication with the South Texas 
environmental community we do not expect that any fatal flaws will be found. 
(See letters from Ray Allen and Johnny French included in the packet.) 

The State of Texas would be willing to purchase the additional acreage 
and make it available to the Texas National Guard, Texas Air Guard and 
expeditionary active duty and reserve units. While the State of Texas would not 
expect the payment of usage fees fiom these expeditionary training units, it 
would want to partner with the Department of Defense (DOD) in development of 
the range based on usage. We would appreciate the name of a point of contact at 
DOD who could ensure that the environmental assessment takes into 
consideration the activities that DOD might wish to conduct on the new range. 

Your consideration of this issue is most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Loyd Neal 
Chairman, STMFI'F 







RESOLUTION NO: 42963 

WHEREAS, tho citizens of McMdkn County have a lmg history d supporting aur United SlalcsNavy. 
Air Fwce and ocba Department d Dclhse opedons in MMulkn Cow@ ad 

WHEREAS, South Texas region is addi t id  missiarrs to p;rxt of a National Joint 
Tdning Clpbrf* *d 

tionat activities to bw ecommic dadopment 

NOW, r"rrBmPQa BS 1I1. 

Cawrt~ Commissioner 



ENVIRONMENTAL 



Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, Inc. 
1305 N. Shoreline Blvd, Ste. 205, Corpus Christi, Texas 78401-1500 

361 -885-6202 (phone) 361 -883-7801 (fax) 

February 25,2005 

Mr. Philip W. Grone 
Deputy Under Secretary, Installations and Environment 
Department of Defense 
3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-3400 

Re: Proposed Joint Training Activities at Naval Station Ingleside and McMullen County 

Dear Mr. Grone: 

The CBBEP, including representatives of various federal and state natural resource agencies and other 
environmental organizations, have met on numerous occasions with Mr. Gary Bushel1 and other 
proponents for expanding joint military training in South Texas. We are most appreciative that Mr. 
Bushel1 has regularly consulted with the environmental community as the training proposal has evolved. 

*- We expect that there will be more changes as the Department of De'fense becomes actively engaged in the 
planning process. 

The need for places to conduct military training, especially joint training with the various branches of the 
military, is brought more keenly into focus during this time of war in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

We have had many discussions regarding possible scenarios and locations for various training activities, 
including amphibious assault landings. 

The shoreline area on Live Oak Peninsula in close proximity to Naval Station Ingleside was previously 
designated for heavy industrial development. While there will be some environmental impacts in this 
area I believe that those impacts will be less than the area would have experienced from the original 
proposed industrial use of the property. The area could be restored or enhanced as part of the 
Department's use of the property. 

Without the Department stepping in to acquire the undeveloped upland property adjacent to Naval Station 
Ingleside the area will eventually be developed into residential and commercial tracts. Acquisition of the 
property by the Department for training purposes will preserve some of the function and ecological value 
of this area and provide a nice buffer between development and the navy base. 

The proposed training site in McMullen County has been reviewed and discussed in our meetings with 
general support for the location and a conclusion that there were no fatal flaws from an environmental 
perspective. We believe that this is a very viable site for training exercises. 

Visit our website - www.cbbep.org 



Mr. Philip W. Grone 
February 25,2005 
Page 2 of 2 

The environmental community in South Texas has a long history of working with and supporting the 
military. If the Department ever wanted to build on the military capacity here in South Texas now is the 
time to make it happen. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (361) 885-6204 if you require additional information. 

Ray Allen 
Executive Director 

Visit our website - www.cbbep.org 



P.O. BOX 3512 
Sm CLUB CORPUS CHRISTI, TX 78404 

February 26,2005 

Mr. Philip W Grone 
Deputy Under Secretary, Installations and Environment 

3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 -3400 

Re: Proposed Joint Activities at Naval Station Ingleside and South Texas 

Dear Mr. Grone: 

The Coastal Bend Sierra Club has participated in erous discussions concerning the 
proposal to use various sites in South Texas, and especially Naval Station Ingleside, in 
combined training for the military branches. We agree in the concept that this combined 
training is needed and that the sites proposed are good sites. 

The area proposed near Naval Ingleside is in an area which is subject to i 
development and is zoned for al use. If the navy were to acquire this site 

N- most of the site would remain more or less undeveloped and would help to shield the base 
from adjacent development of commercial and residential uses. 

We know of no endangered or threatened species in this area. Unless knowledge of such 
species using any of the sites under consideration by the navy becomes known, we remain 
supportive of the concept. 

So cerely, P* k *  5~ 
 cia H. ~uter; Chairman 



Johnny D. French 
4417 Carlton Street 
Corpus Chrrsti, TX 78415-521 1 
(361) 853-9331 
j fi-ench@stx.rr.com 

February 25,2005 

Mr. Philip W. Grone 
Deputy Under Secretary, Installations and Environment 
Department of Defense 
3400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-3400 

Re: Proposed Joint Training Activities in South Texas and Naval Station Ingleside 

Dear Mr. Grone: 

I have been asked by Ray Allen of the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program to assist in the 
description of two potential joint training sites identified in the past year in or near the Texas Coastal 
Bend. The sites are on Live Oak Ridge near Naval Station Ingleside, and in McMullen County. 

By way of background, before retiring in 2001, I was a staff biologist employed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) in Corpus Christi for more than 23 years. Among my official duties were to 
review and comment on hundreds of Corps of Engineers' permits and projects, to teach environmental 
law, and to write Biological Opinions about the impacts of federal actions on threatened and endangered 
species. Other duties included assisting with the field assessment of, and preparation of the 
Environmental Impact Statement for, the Ingleside Naval Homeport Project, later renamed Naval Station 
Ingleside, Texas, and testifying on that project's behalf at one of the early base closure hearings. I also 
helped the military's Joint Task Force-Six (JTF-6) obtain environmental clearance for several projects 
built by U.S. Reservists for the Border Patrol along the Rio Grande between Del Rio and the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

You may be wondering about my motives, so I'll briefly address them, too. Shortly before my retirement, 
I was called to Naval Air Station Corpus Christi to advise two admirals and a captain who had just 
returned from their reconnaissance by helicopter of a site on Padre Island near the Channel to Port 
Mansfield. They were looking for a potential replacement for the joint training facilities at Vieques 
Island, Puerto Rico. I was relieved to learn later that the site's terrain didn't strike them as suitable for 
bombing, strafing and shelling with live ammunition and for making amphibious landings, because that 
site consistently supports the largest concentrations of threatened piping plovers ever found. However, 
the officers did impress me with their sincere desire to continue joint training exercises because it was the 
only way to minimize the loss of U.S. armed senicemen to friendly fire. Having been a second- 
generation Navy enlisted man, I appreciated their dedication to that cause. When the opportunity arose 
after my retirement to join Ray Allen, Gary Bushel1 and others in an ad hoc group continuing the pursuit 
of similar but less environmentally sensitive training locations, I gladly volunteered my expertise. 

Visit our website - www.cbbep.org 



Although I have never visited the proposed McMullen County site, I worked to advise several agencies 
about their projects in identical South Texas brush habitat all around it. These projects included the 
Bureau of Reclamation's Choke Canyon Reservoir, the Bureau of Prison's Three fivers Correctional 
Facility, and the Texas Department of Transportation's expansion of U.S. Highway 28 1 near the town of 
George West. In each of these cases, the main concern was for the safety of two rare cats, the endangered 
ocelot and jaguarundi, which, although not documented to occur in this part of South Texas for several 
decades, might still live or move through the area. 

The solution in these instances, as it was for the projects carried out by the JTF-6 in areas where these 
species still exist, was merely to leave intact the small amounts of very dense vegetation, usually found 
near watercourses, they need to survive. Following this simple practice, the JTF-6 was able to bivouac 
military construction crews and to build roads, bridges, and even airstrips, which the Border Patrol/ Office 
of Homeland Security still use, without harm to the cats. I therefore see no problem if one were to apply 
this routine habitat protection methodology to improve and use the McMullen County site for joint 
training. Because the area is currently used for cattle grazing, turning it into an area restricted to military 
use would permit the habitat to revegetate naturally, thus supporting even more wildlife than it does today 
and improving the watershed of the Nueces River. 

The Live Oak Peninsula site is very familiar to me from repeated visits. It has a combination of habitat 
types that lend themselves both to training exercises and to environmental restoration and preservation. 
The east side of the site bordering on the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GMTW) was severely altered by 

's construction 50 years ago. Spoil material was placed in a continuous row of mounds in the 
edge of Redfish Bay, cutting off 300 acres of that shallow bay from circulation. There are presently a few 
patches of mesquite trees and low brush on the spoil mounds, and a little marsh fringing them, but the 300 
acres of wetlands between the row of mounds and the mainland now goes dry at times. In the 1980s, a 
developer attempted to convert those wetlands and mounds into a port facility catering to the offshore oil 

P- exploration industry, but the economic downturn and his failure to apply for a Corps of Engineers permit 
before he began construction aborted the project with only two dirt roads spanning the wetlands to show 
for it. 

West of the big wetland area lie over a thousand acres of live oak-red bay woodlands interspersed with 
dozens of tiny pothole wetlands. A single hard-surfaced road crosses the eastern edge of this habitat, 
while a second similar road runs along its southern, common boundary with Naval Station Ingleside. A 
few sandy tracks cross the woodland's interior, but it is otherwise intact, making it the largest single bloc 
remaining of this live oak-pothole complex on the Live Oak Peninsula. Once the dominant land feature 
and critical to the survival of many migratory songbirds, development has greatly fragmented and 
replaced this unique habitat. Acquiring and fencing the site as a military installation would preserve the 
majority of this habitat, just as has been the case with Naval Station Ingleside next door. 

The scenario for using the Live Oak Peninsula site involves building a mock enemy command center in 
the middle of the woods and a couple of pill boxes/observation posts on the spoil mounds. Some of the 
spoil along the would be removed from the row of mounds and used as fill to widen and elevate 
the existing dirt roads across the 300-acre wetland. The removal of the spoil would be done selectively to 
restore permanent tidal circulation to that wetland and so mitigate for the impact of the road 
improvements. Using men and vehicles from amphibious landings along the GIWW, training task force 
commanders would attempt to capture the shoreline emplacements and the command post, and perhaps 
even carry out missions to seize Naval Station Ingleside. 

To the best of my knowledge, there are no potential issues relating to fish and wildlife, their habitats, 
andor the state and federal laws protecting them that would significantly delay, much less preclude, the 

r- 
use of either site for the joint training activities under consideration. I've already volunteered my time 
and expertise to assist in the field in their development for those essential purposes. 

-- -- 

Visit our website - www. cbbep. org 



This concludes my description of the two sites. If I can help you in any way regarding them, please call 
any time. 

Sincerely, 

Johnny D. $rench 

Visit our website - www. cbbep. org 
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Enclosures 2 and 3 available in hard copy only 

(2) Presentation: Naval Station Kingsville, Flying the 
Future-Defending the Homefront 

(3) JNTC Gulf of Mexico-Profile of South Texas Facilities 
dtd Dec 2004 (CD format) 


