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New York State

Armed Forc5~,_lative Caucus
May 17,2005

Hon. Anthony J. Principi, Chairman
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington VA, 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

We write to you as citizenspfNewYorkapd elected members of the New York
State Legislature who serve9, 9rat~cu~I~nt1.

y
.

... servirig
.
,
.
intq

.
e f\rmed Forces of the

unIted States, to strongly pf6i~$t'reFOmlnendalidns by the Dep~rtmeni of Defense to

close and realign milit~r,yinstaJlatiohs in th~ state.
.~,:>t...>.~ ,>. ::" ~

From the ti~~of.Jhe Re,yolutioflary War t6 the present; Ne'!Yprk and New
Yorkers have been,p,ioud t6~rv~'anintegral role in the military missipuofthe United

States. aUf citize,p.sc~ntip~e.~9CQmprise adisproportionate~hare of the active duty
military personneliJ],lhec9~1?-jne~:Arq1ed Forces, a§ New Yprk members of our

::~t:::;:::r~:;:a~.;rrliiRl;r~~$~r!t~~~~q!1!~);)Jp;~iQd~r.ndfr""dom, both
.;~

. . ~

On Sept~m!?erII, 200I, thousa99sqfjNeWYbrkcivilian-citizens~nsweredthat
call as well as theWfellvictim to the w6tStathicRob.Qur homeland in oimriation's

:::.;.. ~ ",:,:.:,":: .,' "~:..' / ::::",-;.( ", :"?:::::;:;: :')\ -. '~:::"""':*: ,:,,,,.-,' '.' -',::-:"'--'

history. In the wak~LQt:theattack~~ho~~~ndsbtni~b:;~n~wbmen stood shoulder to
shoulder with membet$IQftheA:tmedPQrces~'-m(lIJXQfthem nativeNew Yorkers as
well -- to protect our ~!itj9~1infrlj,sqycmre and tra:nsp()tt4lion hub~rQelp rescue victims,
and begin the painful pfd~.o(l1ealing and rebuildirig:- ....

Post-9/Il New York rel11ciipsqptop!y a proud symbol of our nation's resilience
in the face ofthat cowardly attack, blititsstafus as an ongoing terrorist target stands as
a continuing reminder of our need for constant vigilance and determination in the face
of this threat.

Since the first BRAC commission recommendations, New York has borne an
unusually large share of the base closings that resulted from what Secretary Rumsfeld
properly describes as a shift in the realignment of our military mission from a Cold War
posture to a rapid response force capable of defeating threats to our security and
freedom from America's new, terrorist enemies.

Closing additional military facilities in a state that has twice been attacked by
terrorists in the last 13years seems inconsistent with the Secretary's stated intent.
Further, the loss of more than 1000 jobs resulting from the Department of Defense
recommendations will further weaken our state's state's economy, and that of local
communities still stinging from the lingering effects of the earlier base closings... ''''''~'~'''.''
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New York State

Armed Forces Legislative Caucus

New Yorkers stand ready to serve and protect the values of freedom that we all
hold dear. It is our hope that the members ofthe BRAC Commission will recognize the
sacrifices and important role of New Yorkers in securing that freedom, and reverse the
base closing and realignment recommendations by the Department of Defense affecting
New York.

We would welcome a discussi0'1or vi;;itwith you or any of the members ofthe
BRAC Commission and stand re,a4y~qpf\jyid~~i1Y!Jqq!tjonalinformation or support
that we can to assist in your"effort~t6 P!oteftoUf nati6n~i}d *people.
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Sincerely, . ...
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