
Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Coinmission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
dimcult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FalidWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn thePPeentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) 
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Representative Brian Higgins 
Larkin Bldg. 
726 Exchange St., Suite 601 
Buffalo, NY 14210 

Dear Representative Higgins: 

The Pentagon has recommended the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station in Niagara Falls, NY be closed. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 full and part-time workers, this would 
deliver another devastating blow to our region's economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossing between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York Power Authority's Hydropower complex which harnesses the Niagara and 
supplies substantial power to the Northeast Unity States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the War on Terror, it is also strategically placed and 
fully expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron the further secure America's northern 
border and power grid infrastructure. It should be expanded rather than closed. 

According to the ~ i a g a r a  Military Affairs Council: 
Closure of Niagara would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the last 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the State. Since 1995, Niagara has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways which have improved the operational 
effectiveness of the wings. 
We have also reduced our Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 
25% reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the Air 
Force Reserve Command. 
Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 
Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 additional C-130H model aircraft 
without any military construction. 
Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and has 
acreage on the base imd adjacent to the installation for expansion 

I humbly request that you strongly reconsider the decision to close the station. The fine men and 
women of the 1 0 7 ~  Air Refueling Wing and 914' Airlift Wing have been instrumental in securing the 
homefront and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ronalc! G. Lucas 
President 



Lona L. Tobin 
578 Locust Street Apt. 1 

Lockport, NY 14094 

June 21, 2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark St. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Sir: 

I'm writing in response to the news that the BRAC is recommending the closure of the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Station. 

Many of us are concerned about the negative impact on our local economy. That is a 
complaint that you will hear in most of the letters you're going to-receive. And it's true that the 
base is a major employer in an area that is experiencing job losses anyway. The manpower 
numbers (military staff 115 and civilian 527) that you have published as expected to be lost 
seems small. It appears that this would be a very efficient airbase to keep open, particularly 
since there have been over $35 million dollars invested in new facilities in the last 10 years and 
our costs have been reduced by more that a third - largely in utility reductions. 

Our reservists come from all over western New York. These are mostly people with jobs and 
families that are established in this ares. If our base closes, they won't be in a position uproot 
their families and quit their jobs (also consider the spouse's job) to move out of state to maintain 
their part-time reservist or volunteer positions. You will lose these fine men and women. Also, 
by condensing your bases in one area, where will the pool of new recruits come from? Any one 
area can only provide a limited supply of volunteers. Who will fight the war that costs more 
than the base closings will save in any year? 

I know that you would like to take the planes from the Air National Guard and the Reserve Airlift 
Wing to replace aging planes in other areas. Of course, you'll have to wait until they all come 
back from the middle east to get them - at that time you can let the men and women who went 
with the planes know that you no longer feel they and their familes are important enough to 
keep - you only want the planes. Why aren't there enough reliable aircraft maintamed in these 
other bases now? 

My senator advises that our base could accommodate up to eight more C-130H aircraft without 
any military construction. Plus, we actually have room for expansion with no physical 
encroachment nor air traffic control constraints. As you can see, I am deeply opposed to 
closing this base. I'm asking that you reconsider the impact of your recommendation and keep 
the base open. 

Sincerely, 

Lona L. Tobin 
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Chairman Anthony Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Chairman Anthony Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

As a supporter of Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, the largest human service provider 
for people with developmental disabilities in Niagara County, New York, I am deeply 
troubled by the Defense Department's recommendations to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the list. 

Your recent visit demonstrated why the Base should remain open as well as the impact 
that the Base has on the economy and the safety of all American citizens. Specifically, 
the Niagara Falls Base provides employment through government contracts for 
individuals with developmental disabilities through Opportunities Unlimited of Niagara, 
an organization I am deeply committed to. These individuals are mentally retarded, 
andlor affected by cerebral palsy, autism, neurological impairments or epilepsy, and the 
jobs they hold in janitorial maintenance at the Base provide them with independence, 
skill development, socialization, confidence and a paycheck. They perform a vital 
service for the Base, while becoming more active and productive citizens. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Base from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop 
the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Lona L. Tobin 
578 Locust Street Apt. 1 

Lockport, NY 14094 

June 28,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner (USAF, Ret) 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark St. Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Madam: 

I was pleased that four members of your committee were able to visit us here in Niagara 
County. You were able to see first hand how supportive the community is of our base and the 
fine men and women of our communities that serve there. We are proud of our reservists and 
guardsmen as well as the civilian workers. 

Thank you for your time -we do appreciate the difficult decisions that you will have to make and 
we hope that you came away from Niagara Falls with the information that you will need to make 
them. 

Our base has a stellar recruiting and retention record. How will you have over 100% 
manning rates when you have mega-bases that draw recruits from just one community? 

We are well located for missions to Europe and beyond and we're well positioned for 
homeland security. 

We already have a large facility and have room to grow. 

A new Military Entrance Processing Site is being built right now - and millions of dollars 
have been spent on improvements to our base already. 

Our base is very economical to operate - costs have been cut steadily including huge 
utility savings. 

Community support is outstanding. We could not be prouder of our military personnel at 
Niagara Falls. 

Thank you again for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

$Jh7Au df& 
Lona L. Tobin 











Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) 6' 



May -05 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 
1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. 
This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission reverse this decision and remove them 
from the list. 
It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air 
Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how 
do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 
unit in the Reserves? 
Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or natural disasters, when 
they occur after these massive cuts? 
I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's 
recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away ffom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and 
military f r o m n  region of the country. 

to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
to stop the continuing retreat of the 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

Sophie H. Guzdek 
725 Seneca Street 
Lewiston, NY 14092 
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Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the 
BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting during 
war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New Yorlc, Niagara 
Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will 
make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it 
is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsJWestern New York community and are united 
in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and 
keep the base open. 

Terry Thomas 
2943 Porter Road 

Niagara Falls, New York 
143335-3319 

Print this Page 
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May -05 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 
I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. 
This recommendation is a tenible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission reverse this decision and remove them 
from the list. 
It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air 
Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how 
do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 
unit in the Reserves? 
Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or natural disasters, when 
they occur after these massive cuts? 
I urge the Commission in the slrongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's 
recommended list of base closures and to stop the mntinuing retreat of the military from our region Ofdhe country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and A r  Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped 
rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 

of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and RRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls 
from the closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, 
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recornme-tion to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a tenibje mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them b m  the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away &om so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do yop close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 1 30 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department de&d the region? Will the G d  respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB h m  
the Pentagon's' recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military h m  our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission reverse this 
decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so 
many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases 
to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they 
are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or natural 
disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the Pentagon's 
recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region of the 
country. 

Sincerely, 

A Concerned Citizen 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

pc/-c(& 9*h& - 
(A concernepd Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say thai we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military instaIlation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and IZRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

&p/-- 
(A concerned citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerelv. 

(A concerned Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls 
from the closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, 
Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRA.C Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air G w d  and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) 



4883 M t .  Vernon Bl  vd. 
Hamburg, New York - 14075 
J u l y  18, 2005 

Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South C le r k  S t r e e t  
A r l i n g t o n ,  V A  22202 BRAC Colnmission 

TO WHOM I T  MAY CONCERN: 

PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THE NIAGARA FALLS AIR BASE. Received 

These people have been there ,  ready and se rv i ng ,  eve r  s i nce  I can remember. 
It seems as though t hey  a re  always be ing  sen t  somewhere and they  seem t o  go 
w i l l  i n g l y . .  . I s  t h i s  t h e i r  reward? 

Spending a l l  t he  money t o  b u i l d  (what i s  i t  c a l l e d ? )  a Mega Base. .when here 
on t h e  bo rde r  of Canada, t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes  ... and n o t  t o o  f a r  away ma jo r  
c i  t i e s r  and so many e l e c t r i c  power 1 ines--does i t  make sense c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
so much power i n  t h e  midd le  o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes?  Remember Pear l  Harbor.. . 
as t h e  song says ... where t he re  was a concen t ra t i on  o f  so many sh ips  and 
p l  anes . 
I t  has always made us proud i n  t h i s  area when t h e y  do t h e i r  f l y - o v e r s  on Guard ' 

n i gh t s . .  . .p lus  how many people have ded ica ted  t h e i r  1 i v e s  t o  work ing on t h e  
base and going over  seas so many t imes whenever c a l l e d ? ? ! !  

Many t imes ... t h e i r  a i r  shows have g iven  us a sense of  s e c u r i t y . .  

PLEASE DO NOT CLOSE THE NIAGARA FALLS AIR BASE. 

Very t r u l y  yours,  

7 Dodie Mann w 



BRAC Commission 

Cha i rman  A n t b y  J, Wmiyi 
Base Red@nll~ent a d C h r e  CorrwnisTion 
2521 South Chrk Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, V 4  22202 

JUL 1 9 2005 
Received 

Deur Chairman Wmzpi andlBS3lC Camnris 

I am h e y 4  trau6kd6y ttie D e f m e  Deyartment's recmmemht ion  to clbse ttie 
N i a r a  3a.K~ 46 ymce Reserve base. %is recmwzedzt ion is a tewi6h 
m i s t d e  a d 1  urge tfie B m C  Cammission to reverse this hcision a d r e m a v e  
t h f i o m  ttie Cist. 

It  is hardto undkrs tadwf iy  tfie Air ymce Iias h c ~ d t o  taRepIbnes, missions 
a d j o b s  away f iom so many Air @uwdadAir Reserve bases andput t k  on 
ttie mme  cost4 &ttve mty bases. Of d t f ie  bases topicfi to  clbse, Ciow dh you 
clbse t f i e  base whose unit hljedrescue Jessica lynch in Iraq because t h y  are 
t h  kad&@it,vWm. C-130 unit in the reserves? 

A h ,  fww wwfath PeyartnwnE hfendt f ie  region? W i K t h  @urdrespandto 
ntcutmaa2 or natrcrddismters when t h y  occur a9er tfiese massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongestpossi6h terms to r e m e  N i a r a  yal& 
Amfi-om the Pentafton's r ~ ~ d l i s t  of 6me cIbsures andto stop the 
continuing retreat of tfie m ~ t a q f i o m  our region oft&? cauctry. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chaiiman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
m i l i t ~ y  from our region of the country. 



June, 2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and the 
BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put thcm on the more costly Active Duty 
bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing significant challenges in 
recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will 
make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is 
now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls~Western New York community and are united in 
its support for this base, and its retention. Please, overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and 
keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned citizen) 

Nancy Knab 
2238 Center Court South, Apt 1 
Grand Island, New York 14072 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 52  1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 1 9 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to  
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation i s  a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision 
and remove them from the l ist .  

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to 
pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-1 30 unit in the 
reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond 
to  man-made or natural disasters when they occur after these massive 
cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara 
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended l is t  of base closures and to  
stop the continuing retreat of  the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(Address) 

(City, State, Zip) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to  
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation i s  a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision 
and remove them from the list. 

It is  hard to  understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases t o  
pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond 
to man-made or natural disasters when they occur after these massive 
cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara 
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended l i s t  o f  base closures and to 
stop the continuing retreat o f  the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 5 2 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base-. This 
recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC 
Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to  understand why the Air Force has decided to  take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing 
significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in Western New York, Niagara Falls 
has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact o f  this decision will be devastating to  the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts t o  recruit and retain 
military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
community and are united in i t s  supportfor this base, and its retention. 
Please, overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base 
open. 

Sincerely, 

(Address) -. 

(City, State, Zip) h u 



BKW wmmlsslon 
Washington, D.C. 

Subject: Base Closure - Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I join with numerous mirrtary colleagues, past and present, to share with you our dbppoinlment and amam that your BRAC 
Commission has recommended dosure of the N i i  Falls Air Reserve Sbtion, N i  F a ,  New York The Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station is the home of the 914n Airii Wing, Air Form Reserve and the 107" Air Refueling Wing, New York Air National 
Guard. Depleting their combat readiness at thi criticd time when ow mlWy arsend is expM&$ serious shatqes and ovefuse of 
resources appears to be contrary to e M v e  and efficient military planning. 

Both Air Form units have a %year successful history of being embraced by the Western New Yolk community, evidenced by their 
continued mrling successes and cilizen support at a tbne when other bcalions ae failing b do likewise. Based upon recent 
decisions, Command operations planners have recognized the sustained ambat readiness of these citizen airmen. For example: the 
10~~~~wasdeproyedbnmecliatelyaftertheSeptembet11.2901~agedyandmtinuailythereafter,seningwhereverandwhenever 
needed. The 914 AW has been deproyed on more than one occasion to the kaqi danger zone, demdmhg night Rying proficiency in 
combat conditions, and tasking to tly visiting guvemmt dignitaries m he wartime envkomnerit in haq because oftheir flying 
excellence. 

Currently, the Niagara Air Reserve Station houses two proven and amkt ready air unils at a reasonable rebm on investment to the 
Department of Defense. Hopefully, your Commission win revisit the data made avaaaMe to you and follow up with an on site visit before 
finalizing yow work. 

From perusing news releases, it appears the BRAC Corrtmission has mlMbuW m i b y  assets vrifh mkrimd regard to building on the 
existing base assets. Considering the impressive amount of Aederal funds invested into the N i  Air Reserve Station to improve its 
capability, e.g., new transient quatem lunway exbnskm, awrstruciion of a Military Entram Recessing Site, ek., it seems appropriate 
to build on this momentum by reallocating other regional miWy assets to the site. WouM it nd be teasible to relocate the nearby US 
~ySuppOrtCen~,IheUSCo;stGuard~operalionpositionedmadpinslgErieCarnty,andtheAmyNaliondGuard 
Helicopter unit from Rochester, New York to the Niiara location? We are sure, with local input, there win be other worthy realignments 
to weigh in on. 

Wrth the- being placed upon theneedkxkrplementi\g homelandsearritymsasures, it* agzinthatthatbbQaraNiagarar 
Reserve Station is well positioned for training purposes, stationing of uilical equipment, and a consulting resowce point for emergency 
services. Certain~,Llocationtothe~popldationcentwofheUnited~idenefiesitasacsnbalpoiniwhenreachingwtto 
the population masses during a crisis situation. 

Another dixmmq Commission adion is the redbcation of Guard and Resenre asads to aclive duty W. Not ady are you 
diipladng highly quaCfied personnel and degrading combat ready agantmtions, yuur adia, can be, rightfdy or mongfully, interpreted 
as declaring subtle war on Guard and Reserw! components. Guard and Reserve o q p b t h i  have continudly Mfilled thek missions 
s u C C B S S f L I # y f o r ~ a n 6 ) e a r ~ . S ~ m ~ t o b i l d u p ~ ~ d u t y b n a a ~ b e a s h a t ~ g a h ~ t ~ ~ i n g  
the real problem. As you know, our Nation has been h i m  upm their Militias and civilian volunteers. 

Thank you for your attention. 



LOCKPORT NORTH END NEIGHBORHOOD WATCHBLOCK CLUB 6/12/2005 
98 WASHINGTON STREET; LOCKPORT, NEW YORK 14094 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: LkptNENWBC@wmconnect.com 

TO: BRAC COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern, 
We are the Lockport North End Neighborhood WatchlBlock Club, located in the City of 

Lockport, Niagara County, State of New York, and we are a newly formed neighborhood watch1 
block club that not only has started crime watchlprevention but also, with the help of 
Niagara Falls Block Club Council President Roger Spurback, has started Community 
Emergency Response Training Programs designed to prepare our homes, businesses, and 
neighborhoods in our community for not only natural disasters but also man-made disasters 
such as terrorist attacks or bio-chemical terrorist attacks. 
We are in turn writing to ask and strongly urge you to keep the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base 

open not only for the impact economically on the Niagara region but being that we in a time of 
war and the possibility of another terrorist attack in the future is high we feel that the air base 
is important if such events should unfold and closing this base makes no sense what with the 
area we live in. 
Being that we have several power projects including the Niagara Power Project and several 

chemical facilities in our area including one within our own neighborhood, not to mention the 
fact that we are close to an international border with Canada, we need to maintain this base. 
In a time when we are working to make our residents aware and prepare them for the 

possibility of a terrorist threat, it does not send the right message closing this base, especially 
in a time of war and terrorism so we again ask and strongly urge you to reconsider ctosing 
the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base. 

Sincerely, 
Lockport North End Neighborhood WatchlBlock Club 

SIGNATURES: 



Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

You want to close the base in Niagara Falls, NY. It will be like living in a 
ghost town because everybody would leave and business too. It is so nice to 
see all the planes fly by. .lust look up! Just watch them go by. 

My niece and I go to the air show when it's on the base and to see how they 
do their jobs and learn about the planes. So PLEASE don't CLOSE THE 
BASE! ! Niagara Falls would be lost without the base. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

You want to close the base in Niagara Falls, NY. It will be like living in a 
ghost town because everybody would leave and business too. It is so nice to 
see all the planes fly by. Just look up! Just watch them go by. 

My niece and I go to the air show when it's on the base and to see how they 
do their jobs and learn about the planes. So PLEASE don't CLOSE THE 
BASE!! Niagara Falls would be lost without the base. 

Sincerely, 



Niagara County Fire Advisory Board 
Gary Hunt, Chairman 6/12/2005 

104 Hird Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14304 

(71 6) 695-3927 

May 23,2005 

Honorable Bilbray 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

RE: Proposed Air Base Closing 

Dear Honorable Bilbray: 

The members of the Niagara County Fire Advisory Board wish to express our 
displeasure regarding the possible closing of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base in Niagara 
Falls, New York. The Fire Advisory Board consists of representatives from the Niagara County 
Fire Chiefs' Association, the Niagara County Volunteer Firemen's' Association, all area deputy 
coordinators, the Niagara County Legislature and the three cities in Niagara County: Lockport, 
Niagara Falls, and North Tonawanda, 

It is the feeling of the first responders of the County of Niagara that any closure of this 
base is detrimental to the public safety of not only the Niagara County citizens, but the entire 
United States. The services that the members of this base have played in the recent war in Iraq 
speak for themselves. The proposed closure will not only affect the 3,000 citizen jobs that would 
occur but also the loss of the services this base provides to Canada due to our proximity of the 
border, the New York Power Authority's Niagara Power Project and other major facilities within 
the area. The camaraderie of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base and the Niagara County 
fire service in shared training knowledge, both in equipment and on-hands training, would be a 
major loss to the safety of this community. 

We would appreciate your reconsideration of the closing of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air 
Base in lieu of the past, present and future relationships Niagara County public safety would 
have with the affiliation of this base. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Hunt, 
Chairman Secretary 



Niagara County Fire Advisory Board 
Gary Hunt, Chairman 

104 Hird Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 14304 

(716) 695-3927 

May 23,2005 

Ms. Jennifer Overholt, Executive Assistant 
Niagara Military Affairs Council 
P.O.Box 231 
Niagara Falls NY 14304 

RE: Proposed Air Base Closing 

Dear Ms. Overholt: 

The members of the Niagara County Fire Advisory Board wish to express our 
displeasure regarding the possible closing of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base in Niagara 
Falls, New York. The Fire Advisory Board consists of representatives from the Niagara County 
Fire Chiefs' Association, the Niagara County Volunteer Firemen's' Association, all area deputy 
coordinators, the Niagara County Legislature and the three cities in Niagara County: Lockport, 
Niagara Falls, and North Tonawanda, 

It is the feeling of the first responders of the County of Niagara that any closure of this 
base is detrimental to the public safety of not only the Niagara County citizens, but the entire 
United States. The services that the members of this base have played in the recent war in Iraq 
speak for themselves. The proposed closure will not only affect the 3,000 citizen jobs that would 
occur but also the loss of the services this base provides to Canada due to our proximity of the 
border, the New York Power Authority's Niagara Power Project and other major facilities within 
the area. The camaraderie of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base and the Niagara County 
fire service in shared training knowledge, both in equipment and on-hands training, would be a 
major loss to the safety of this community. 

We would appreciate your reconsideration of the closing of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air 
Base in lieu of the past, present and future relationships Niagara County public safety would 
have with the affiliation of this base. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Hunt, 
Chairman 

Ed Tase, Jr. 
Secretary 





Niagara County Fire Advisory Board 
Gary Hunt, Chairman 61121200s 

704 Hird Street 
Niagara Falls, New York 74304 

(776) 695-3927 

May 23,2005 

Honorable Hansen 
2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 S Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington VA 22202 

RE: Proposed Air Base Closing 

Dear Honorable Hansen: 

The members of the Niagara County Fire Advisory Board wish to express our 
displeasure regarding the possible closing of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base in Niagara 
Falls, New York. The Fire Advisory Board consists of representatives from the Niagara County 
Fire Chiefs' Association, the Niagara County Volunteer Firemen's' Association, all area deputy 
coordinators, the Niagara County Legislature and the three cities in Niagara County: Lockport, 
Niagara Falls, and North Tonawanda, 

It is the feeling of the first responders of the County of Niagara that any closure of this 
base is detrimental to the public safety of not only the Niagara County citizens, but the entire 
United States. The services that the members of this base have played in the recent war in Iraq 
speak for themselves. The proposed closure will not only affect the 3,000 citizen jobs that would 
occur but also the loss of the services this base provides to Canada due to our proximity of the 
border, the New York Power Authority's Niagara Power Project and other major facilities within 
the area. The camaraderie of the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air Base and the Niagara County 
fire service in shared training knowledge, both in equipment and on-hands training, would be a 
major loss to the safety of this community. 

We would appreciate your reconsideration of the closing of Niagara Falls Air Reserve Air 
Base in lieu of the past, present and future relationships Niagara County public safety would 
have with the affiliation of this base. 

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Hunt, 
Chairman 

Ed Tase, J;. 
Secretary 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. 
This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC Commission should reverse thls decision 
and to remove Niagara Falls from the closure list. 
It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away from so many Air 
Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty bases. 
Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 
The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's 
efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 
All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls~Western New York community and are united in its support for this 
base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

PS: I am also very concerned about the base closing since we are so close to the Canadian border and the 
Robert Moses Niagara Power Plant, which helps supply power to much of the east coast. By closing the base, 
these places become extremely vulnerable. 



May 26,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am upset and deeply disturbed by the Defense Department's recommendation to close 
the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. 

Given the questionable selection process reported in the newspapers, with lower rated 
bases being kept and rewarded in lieu of the higher rated Niagara Falls base, I believe this 
recommendation is not only unfair but is also not in the nation's best interest. 

Given the Pentagon's significant challenges in recruiting during war time, the Niagara 
Falls base, as the only remaining major military installation in western New York, has 
been key to military recruitment. This decision will make efforts to recruit and retain 
military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

Lastly, with the ever increasing threat of terrorism, having an active base close to the 
Buffalo-Toronto-Rochester metropolitan area, the Niagara Falls Power Project, and four 
international bridges is critical to the safety and security of Western New York, Canada, 
and the United States. 

Consequently, I strongly urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and 
remove the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base from the closure list. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsNestern New York community in its 
united support for this base, and its retention. 

Please overturn the Pentapon's recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(/lames A. Boje 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove th& fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has,decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom ow region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has, decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has,decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a tenible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force hwdecided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 
PTB- 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has,decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has,decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them fiom the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has, decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Falls, scattering its airlift capacity 
across the country in a way thafs 
inefficient., Heckman sdd. 

By consolidating the cargo 
planes, the Air Force projects -that. 
it can save money by reducing 
maintenance staffs and aliowbg 
more p2oi-s to fly each plane. 

"we're going to he good stew- 
ards of the taxpayers' money, we 
can't be putting these @lanes) ont 
in penny packets," Heclman sgd. 

I Nevertheless, the Pentagon 
recommended closing the Niaga- 
ra Falls base even though it 
scored higher than other bases on 
the "Mission Compatibility Index'' 
designed for the base closure p < ~ -  
CASS. 

Heckman noted many of the 
lower-scoring bases chat fly C- 
130s are National Guarci bases. 

'The Air Force Reserve is a bii 
more portable than the Air Ph- 
tional Guard," Heckman ex- 
plained, citing two reasons. 

For one, Guard Units often in- 
clude much-needed "expedition- 
ary combat support" operztions, 
such a s  police. medical personnel 
and civil engineers, who fi.cquent- 
ly deploy with other :orces. SE- 
condly, Heckman said. Guard 
=iits pe1fo1-m both a federal and 
state function, making them 
harder to mi. 

That did nothing to protect the 
Cir Nations! Guard's 107th kir Re- 
i~eling Wing, which, like the fir 
&eselve's STMII Airlift Wing, is 
~ased at Magara Falls. D~der t l~e  
mse closure plan, the 107th i ~ o ~ ~ ! d  
Ose its Kc-135 refoeling tankers 
a a base in Bangor, Maine. 

The Bangor base scored lower 
han Niagara Falls in the Air 
'orce's refueling ratings, but 
Ieclanan said other facto~s led to 
he decision ta exyand the Bangor 
zility. 

f j fi 

/ Heclrman said he believed that 
' Niagara Falls' Euel-pumping capa- 

bilities didn't ina'idi those of the 1 Bangor base or si~i:i!ai facilities in 

Operai5on 
. - - - -- Desbination - 

AircraR refue1'ing Bangor AFB, Maine 162 
i31ectronic co~llbat support Schriever AFB, (2010. 83 
914th AirW headquartem kt@ey AFB, Va 30 
Civil engineen'ng - Lackland AFB, Te.w 2 

Niagara jobs to be eliminated: 354 

brew Jersey and New Hampshire. 
In addition, the Bangor facility is 
the US. refueling base closest to 
Europe. 

"Bangor's location did weigh 
in its favor,:' Heckman said. "But 
again, there was no one factor 
ffmt you could really point to." 

Tne recornmmdation to close 
the Niagara Falls base angered 
Maj. Gen. Thomas P. Maguire Jr., 
adjutant general of the New York 
National Guard, who said last 
week that the closing would leave 
the governor 'Iiard-pressed to 
stage any ldnd OF relief effort" in 
lVe,~tern New York in the event of 
a  errork kt attack or even a major 
snowstorm. 

But Heckrnan said the US. 
Northern Comnad, the Colora- 
do-based command element that 
oversee. homeland defense, had 
reviewed the base closure plan 
and was "quite satisfied with it" 

The 1Vorthel.n Command - 
which oversees t l ~  joint U.S.-Ca- 
nadian North American Aero- 
space Defense 'Jommand - 
agreed with the Air Force's assess- 
ment of how Niagara Falls ranked 
in terms of importance to home 
land defense. 

7 1 t h  the combination of bas- 
es we Er-dye, there n7as not a com- 
pelling reason to keep Niagara 
open." Heckman said. 

closures could have on military 
recruiting and retention. 

He acknowledged that the Ni- 
rl$ara Falls base has a strong re- 
cruiting record, but said that. too. 
was not enough to outweigh the 
other factors that called for the 
base to be dosed. 

'We are going to need fewer 
Guard and reserve 6-130 folks," 
he said. 'We're going to need 
more in other areas." 

Options for reservists 
While some of the full-time 

jobs at the Niagara Falls base 
would move to other facilities 
around the country, the Air Force 
doesn't h o w  where the Niagara 
Falls reservists would end up 
serving out their tours of duty, 
said Moen, the top Air Force Re- 
serve officer on the base closure 
W U P .  

"The command right now is 
taking a look at all the various op- 
tions, but we need to see what the 
final BRAC (base closure) com- 
mission does," Moen said. 

Resenists might be able to 
join nearby units or transfer to 
the National Guard. 
'T- care of our people is 

going to be priority number one," 
Moen said 

As for National Guard mem- 
bers, their positions would follow 
their planes to Bangor. 

"But we realize it would be an 
Heckman served as co-chair- awful long commute," Heckman 

man of the Air Force's Base Cle said, and that is why Guard per- 
sure Executive Group, which also sonnel would likely be able to join 
considered h e  impact that base other Guard units within New 

FaSls base is now in the hands of 
the independent Base Realign- 
ment and Closure Commission, 
which will hold a hearing in Buf- 
falo on June 27. The commission 
is scheduled to amend tne Penta- 
gon's base closure recornrnenda- 
rions by Sept. 3. 

Toid of Xaguire's compiain: 
that state commanders were left 
out of the base closure process, 
Heckman said the commission 
will be sure to hear their views. 

"People sav well, gee, the poli- 
ticians didn't zet tc play. the 
TAGS 'adjutant generals didn": 
get to play. and that's correct." he 
said. "That's by design, because 
the time they play is now." 

Lawmakers complain 
Politicians argue, however, 

that the Pentagon isn't playing 
fair. More than 40 members of 
Congress - including Rep. Thom- 
as M. Reynolds, R-Clarence, and 
Louise M. Slaughter, D-Fairport 
- have signed a letter to Defense 
SecretaIy Donald H. Rumsfeld, 
complaining that the Pentagon is 
keeping much of its base closure 
data classified. 

"Release of this data is re- 
quired by law, and the continuing 
delay in its disclosure will increas- 
ingly undermine public faith in 
the transparency and fairness of 
DOD's decision-making process," 
the letter said. 

In response, Heckman said the 
Pentagon was being careful for 
good reason. 

'We're just making sure we're 
not releasing sensitive informa- 
tion," he said. 

Heckman acknowledged he 
had never been to the Niagara 
Falls base, but he stressed that the 
base-closure process was a per- 
sonal one for everyone involved. 

'We have great bases," he said. 
'We just have too many of them." 



Chairman Anthony 3. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Resene base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse tbis decision a d  remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they arc the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or wi l l  the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falb AFB fiom the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a tenible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard ro un&rstand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead nigh vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the -nt defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to m o v e  Niagara Falls AFB from the 
Pentagon's recommended list of bast closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, - 



Chainnan Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove them ffom the list. 

It is hard ro understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how & you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to m o v e  Niagara Falls AFB fiom the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuiag retreat of the 
military tiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, . ,- 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington. VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

1 am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove h m  from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases s6nd put them on more costly Active Dury 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how & you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they art the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the couutzy. 



Chairmiin Anthony J. Principi 
13ilse Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Sili te 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Cllairman Principi and B1IAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense DepaiLme~~i's ~xmlnmendatior, to close h e  Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission shou Id reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to undersland why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases antl put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in secnliting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key Lo military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the Air Force Reserve and the NY Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military 
personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with h e  Niagara Falls/Weste~-n New York community antl are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendalion and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) ' 



Chairman Anthony I. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Au Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bsrses. Of dl the bases tc, pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur aRer these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB fiom 
the  Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BR4C Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a n  the nation's best interest 
and the BR4C Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 

- closure list. 

It is hard to understand Why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsNestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 







Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

- 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard Base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air Force Reserve and 
the Air National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military 
personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsrWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

A Sincerely, 

- 
A concerned Citizen) 



Stephen P. Slish 
8 1 70 Glynn Vale Cove N. 
Memphis, TN 38125 

June 6,2005 

NIMAC 
P.O. Box 23 1 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14304 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

It is with deep regret that I read that the Niagara Falls Air Reserve Center was on the 
BRAC list for closure. Not only is the Center one of the major employers in the area, it 
was my first base of assignment. 1 started my military career as a member of the 1 0 7 ~  
Tactical Fighter Squadron, NYANG, working in base transportation. I had the privilege 
of deploying to Vietnam with this unit. As a result of this experience, I became a 
member of the active Air Force and remained on active duty until retirement in 1992. 

Growing up in Niagara Falls, the base was always there. The base was often the focal 
point of community activity. I attended many open houses at the base enjoying the 
display of aircraft and of course, the Thunderbirds. One of my first sports banquets was 
at the Base NCO club where our hockey coach was a member and sponsored the affair. 
My dad got a big kick out of receiving the snappy salute from the Security Specialist on 
the gate. In my recent visit, I too received that courtesy and it brought back many 
memories. 

Why keep the base? Besides being a major employer, it is the face of the USAF in 
western New York. There are no active duty units in the state so each Guard or Reserve 
unit is used to support active duty recruiting. The disappearance of theses units in 
Niagara Falls will remove that face from the area. The base has also supported 
emergency services in the area Remember those big snowstorms that closed the Buffalo 
Airport. The long, heavy, duty runways enabled the use of C-5 aircraft to transport much 
needed snow removal equipment to the area thus providing relief to a snow bound 
Western New York. Where would they land if you were to close this facility? 

Keep Niagara open should be the cry of all people living in Western New York. The jobs 
that will be lost belong to your neighbors. The goods no longer sold to the base come 
from businesses owned by your neighbors. You need the base to support your 
community and its people. 

For the Commissioners who will read this letter, remember the failures of past 
Commissions. Not all formerly closed bases have recovered from the actions of BRAC. 
Many remain empty hulks of their former self. The jobs that did come in are nowhere 
close to the same pay or prestige as those being lost. The area cannot afford the loss of 



May 17,2005 

BRAC Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Department of Defense has recommended to the BRAC Commission that the Niagara Falls Air 
Reserve Station be closed. This comes as a very big disappointment to the western New York Community. 
As Niagara County's second largest employer with nearly 3,000 workers, this would deliver another 
devastating blow to our region's already declining economy. 

The base site lies within close proximity to four major border crossings between the U.S. and Canada, 
along with the New York State Power Authority's Hydropower complex, which harnesses the waters of the 
Niagara River and supplies substantial power to the Northeast United States Grid. 

While the base serves as a logistical backbone for the war on terror, it is also strategically placed and fully 
expandable to allow the addition of a fighter squadron to further secure America's northern border and 
power grid infrastructure. It should be EXPANDED rather than closed. 

According to the Niagara Military Affairs Council: 

*Closure of the Niagara base would reduce the Air Force presence in NY by 40%, and eliminate the LAST 
Federal Air Force flying mission in the state. Since 1995, the Niagara base has been modernized with 
$35M in new facilities and lengthened runways, which have improved the operational effectiveness of the 
wings. 

*The Niagara base has reduced its Base Operations Support costs by not less than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the MOST COST EFFICIENT FACILITIES IN THE Air 
Force Reserve Command. 

*Closure of the base would also eliminate the ability to RECRUIT and RETAIN New Yorkers in a region 
in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

*Niagara Falls existing infrastructure can accommodate 8 ADDITIONAL C-130 model aircraft WITHOUT 
ANY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION. 

*Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment or air traftic control constraints and has acreage on the base 
and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I request that you STRONGLY RECONSIDER the decision to close this base. The fine men and women in 
the 107'~ Air Refueling Wing and the 9 1 4 ' ~  Airlift Wing have been and continue to be instrumental in . 

securing the home front and fighting the war on terror overseas. 

Thank you for your consideration regarding this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air G w d  and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of  base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to rekerse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Colnmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reL1erse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely , 

4~~~ 
(A ~oficerned Citizen) a 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Co~lcerned Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a tenible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why rhe Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Colnmission 

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closive Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

1 

,.- - ..-. Sincerely, i 
--. 
I '--. 



JtJL 7 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air G w d  and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



BRAC Commission 

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur afier these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 

(A Concerned Citizen) / 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely. 



BRAC Commission 

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Colnrnission 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur afier these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerelv. 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Coinmission 

JUL 2 1 2 0 5  
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, J 

, (dF 

2' jtL . I&/ / 1 '  

(A Concerned Citizen) 



BRAC Conimission 

J U L  2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Glmd and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fkom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned Citizen) 
c 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 12005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of'the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

j ! : ~  2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, , I? 

(A concerned Citizen) - i/ 



R R A C  Commiss ion  

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JllL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

x 4 L L - A  ~ / 3 2 - d ' 4 *  
(A Concerned C~tizen) 



RRAC Coatmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recornrnencied list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(G*+m~L 
oncerned Citizen) 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



BRAC Cornmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned Citizen) 1 - 



BRAC Colnmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, n 



R R A C  Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

J'JL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of'the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Co~nmiss ion  

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to rekrerse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

($z-&%% $ix!& 
( C cerned Citizen) /' 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve ba.se. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in i he strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region o € the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned ~ i t f l en )  



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of'the country. 



JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

h7? x-- 
(A Concerne Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 

BRAC Commission 

3 1 2005 
Received 

Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 
I' 

L 
(A concKrned Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned Citizen) 0 



BRAG Commission 

JIX 2 1 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BF&AC Calnmission 

JUL 2 1 2m 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recornrnencled list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when th.ey occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

2 Q d &  
(A Concerned Citizen) 

-.- 



BRAC Colnmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 1 2005 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of'the country. 

Sincerely, n 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

J U L  2 I 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of'the country. 

Sincerely, n 

bk$mA&y 
(A Concerned citizen? ( 



RRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

j l : ~  2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, p) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region ofthe country. 

Sincerely, 

- 
(A Concerned citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

"'". 1 r 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit he:lped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of' the country. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlingion, VA 22202 

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica L,ynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, n 

oncerned Citizen) %d 



BRAC Coinmission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



BRAC Coinmission 

f s q  a: 2005 -. " 

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military fiom our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

@ Concerned Citizen) 



RRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

I"' f 2005 9 1 

Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica L,ynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the G w d  respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A ~oncefhed Citizen) 
- 



BRAC Colnrnission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

: :: 2 1 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military horn our region of the country. 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 2 20% 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is  a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision 
and remove them from the list. 

It i s  hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Cuard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to 
pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Cuard respond 
to man-made or natural disasters when they occur after these massive 
cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara 
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended l i s t  o f  base closures and to  
stop the continuing retreat of the military from our region o f  the country. 

Sincerely, 

(City, ~ t a t d ,  Zip) l.fd c7f 
u 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAG Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Receive4 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is a not in the nation's best interest and the 
BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and to remove Niagara Falls from the closure 
list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting during war 
time. As the only remaining major military installation in western New York, Niagara Falls has 
been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and will 
make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more difficult than it is 
now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are united in 
its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep 
the base open. 

Sincerely, 

l o f l  7/1/2005 8:13 PM 



Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

1 was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Resem and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we kt facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installa~on in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastazing to the New Yo& Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's emrts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FalWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention Overturn tbe Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 52 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This 
recommendation is not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC 
Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure l ist .  

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing 
significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in Western New York, Niagara Falls 
has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of  this decision will be devastating to the New York Air 
National Guard and will make the Pentagon's efforts to  recruit and retain 
military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
community and are united in its support for this base, and i ts  retention. 
Please, overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base 
open. 

Sincerely, /.  

(Address) 

/Y 4 (City, State, Zip) H 



BRAC Commission 
C/O NIMAC 
P.O. Box 231 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0231 

Dear Chairman Principi and BKAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve Base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Base from the 
list. 

It i s  hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions, and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active 
Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit was able 
to help rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
Reserves? You must also recognize: 

1 The federal government has invested more than $35 million in Niagara Falls since 
1995 in new facilities. 

2 Base Operations Support costs have been reduced more than 33% (to include a 25% 
reduction in utilities) to make the base one of the most cost-efficient facilities in the 
Air Force Reserve Command. 

3 Closure of the base eliminates the ability to recruit and retain New Yorkers in a 
region in which the units have both maintained in excess of 100% manning rates. 

4 Niagara Fallst existing infrastructure can accommodate eight (8) additional C-130H 
model aircraft without any military construction. 

5 Niagara Falls faces no physical encroachment nor air traffic control constraints and 
has acreage on the base and adjacent to the installation for expansion. 

I urge the Commission, 'in the strongest possible terms, to remove the Niagara Falls ARB 
from the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of 
the military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

LED D RMME 
Name 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2 52 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC CommiscIoners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This 
recommendation is  not in the nation's best interest and the BRAC 
Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is  hard to understand why the Air Force has decided t o  take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing 
significant challenges in recruiting during war time. As the only 
remaining major military installation in Western New York, Niagara Falls 
has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact o f  this decision will be devastating t o  the New York Air 
National Guard and will tnake the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain 
military personnel even more difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls/Western New York 
community and are united in i t s  support for this base, and i ts  retention. 
Please, overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and keep the base 
open. 







Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all Ihe bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



JUL 2 2  
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



Cbamission 

JUL 2 2 2a 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a temble mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 



RRAC Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Eeceived 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all lhe bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

A Concerned Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BBAC Commission 

JUL 2 2 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 1 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

J 2 2 20% 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region ofthe country. 



BRAG Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Concerned ~i t izen)f l  



RRAC Commission 

je:; 2 2 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

(A Concerned Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, - 

(A Concerned Citizen) V ~ 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur afier these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 
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CONSTITUENT C O & ~ ' T  

FIRST NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
ADDRESS: 
C l W  STATE: ZIP: 

(Required) 
COMPLALNT Category (CIRCLE ONE): 
Garbage Housing-Lnspection Housing-Demolition Potholes 
?el Controi Drug Act~wty Street Lights-Outages Replacement Can 
Cars Abandoned Houses Domestic Disturbances Other: 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY IN QUEST[ON: 

* ( i f  Drug-Re!ated) 
Suspects (names, nicknames, andfor description): 

Point of Sale (Side window, back door, comcr, etc): 

* Time of day busiest (days, nights, afternoons): . -- 

Weapons observed or suspected? Yes No. 

* Dogs or othcr potential danger'? 

Vehicle Description: 
Plate #: Make: ____ - Model:- Color: 
Plate #: Make: klodel: Color: 

DESCRIPTION OF 
PROBLEM: -- -- -- - 

-- 

. ---- 
- ~ 

--- -up,-- ~ ----- ~~ ~ 

Please provide as much information as possihlc. 
Please mail to: 

Mr. Antoine M. Thompson Mr. Jay Il~t1.1~m: 
Masten District Councilmcmbcr Director u f  ( ' i ~ i r  
Room 13 16-A City Hall Room 218 C i t y  
Ruffalo, N Y  14202 B-:ffiIo. KY 14: 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 2 2005 
hieceiveb 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Azr Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best 

this decision and remove them from .- 
&LtL- &4 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing si@cant challenges in 
recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western 

/M&f-cCI,.t-z;;'A LJ / 0 

-&& hdd-.. 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
dilficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara Falls /Westem New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Please, overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

(A concerned Citizen) 

Karen A. Rader 
(Address) 5771 Griffin St, 

Sanborn, NY 14132 

(City, State, Zip) 



RRXC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 2 205  
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am so concerned by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best 
interest and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from 
the closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Please note that the media are conveying to us that we are facing s ighcant  challenges in 
recruiting during war time. As the only remaining major military installa tion in Western 
New York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision wiU be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain d t a r y  personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

AU New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsNVestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Please, overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 

%'4 U!7,l/,CAdh * 
(Address) 

.- -I 

iwnnu;h& N Y  l t 1 4 0  
(City, State, Zip) ' 





Page 1 of 1 

Ransomville UMC & FC 

From: "carol houwaart-diez" <ch-diez@unitedwayniag,org> 
To: "'Ransomville UMC & FC'" ~mail@ransomvilleumc.org~ 
Sent: Wednesday, May 25,2005 1 1 :27 AM 
Attach: VERSION B051905.doc 
Subject: Niagara Military Affairs Council letter campaign 

Joan, 

As a volunteer with the Niagara Military Affairs Council, we need everyone's help with a letter campaign. 
Attached is the template we are using. Please make copies and circulate amongst your peers, co-workers, family 
and friends. The Niagara Falls Airbase has a huge impact on our community, both financially and in people 
hours. 

Your assistance is always appreciated and if this can be done in a quick manner that would be great. It is our 
hope to get over 20.000 letters to deliver to the BRAC Commission by June 3, 2005. All letters collected can be 
mailed directly to NIMAC. P.O. Box 231, Niagara Falls. NY 14304 or to the United Way office and we will get 
them to NIMAC or once you have them I will pick them up. 

Thanks. 

Carol 

Carol G. Houwaart-Diez 
President 
United Way of Niagara 
345 Third Street 
Suite 570 
Niagara Falls, NY 14303 
71 6-285-8461 ext. 109 

what matters. 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

( " ,.c.,w 
(A Concerned Citizen) 



JUNE 11,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Cl~ainnan Principi and BR4C Cernmissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerelv. 

P 9 c e m e d  Citizen) 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we iue fhcing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installaoon in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open 



BRAC Cornmisoion 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we ke k i n g  significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FalldWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn tbe Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

j'sL 2 0 2005 

Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them from the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we &e facing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 



BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Cornmisioners: 

1 was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
closce list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we b e  hcing significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FalldWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn tbe Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open. 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
clotwe list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we k e  k i n g  significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New York Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FallsIWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn tbe Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open 

Sincerely, f7 



BKAC Commission 

JUL 2 0 2m 
Received 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I was upset by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air 
Force Reserve and Guard base. This recommendation is not in the nation's best interest 
and the BRAC Commission should reverse this decision and remove them fiom the 
closure list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away fiom so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. 

Also, even the newspapers say that we ire k i n g  significant challenges in recruiting 
during war time. As the only remaining major military installafion in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been key to military recruitment. 

The impact of this decision will be devastating to the New Yorlc Air National Guard and 
will make the Pentagon's efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult than it is now. 

All New Yorkers stand with the Niagara FalldWestern New York community and are 
united in its support for this base, and its retention. Overturn the Pentagon's 
recommendation and keep the base open 

Sincerely, 



June, zoo5 BRAC Commiseion 

Cfuimzan Anthony J. W i n c 9 i  
Base Realignment and  C h r e  Commissiun 
2521 South Chrk Street 
Suite 600 

Arf iqton,  VA 22202 

Received 

Deur Ctiairman P i n c 9 i  a n d  B U C  Cmnmissioners: 

I a m  d2epCy trouGhd6y the Defense Department's r e c o m m h t i i m  to clbse the 
N i a r a  Yalh  Air m c e  Reserve base. l%is recommenhtion is a terri6h 
mistage a d 1  urge the B W C  Commissiun to reverse this &cision a d r e m o v e  
tkemf iom the list. 

I t  is hard to understandwhy the Air 'force hias &cii&d to takephms ,  missirms 
andjobs awayf iom so many Air G w r d a n d A i r  %serve Gase4 a n d p t  them on 
the mme cost4 _active Duty Gases. Of d i t h  Gases topicfi to clbse, liow u5 you 
clbse the base wfwse unit he@edrescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because t h y  are 
the hadni@fit vision C-130 unit in the reserves? 

Hso, fww w i X t h  ?3epartmmt &fend the region? W i l l t h  Guardrespondto 
m a n - 4  m naturddisasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

* - 

I urge the Commission in t h  strongestpossihk terms to remove Nwgara Y a f i  
Amfimn the Pentagon's recomrnen&dCist of base clbsures andto  stop the 
continuiqj retreat of the miCitaryfiom our region of the country. 

( d r e s s )  L 

(City, State, Z iy )  





BRAC Commission 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commisioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara 
Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the 
BRAC Commission to reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs 
away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on the more costly 
Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose 
unit helped rescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C- 130 unit 
in the reserves? 

Also, how will the Department'defend the region? Will the Guard respond to man-made 
or natural disasters when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from 
the Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 

Sincerely, 

(A Con_cerned Citizen) 
L&- 



June, 2005 

Ch i rman  Anthony J. Prim@ 
Base X e a l i m e n t  adClbsure Commission 
2521 South  C h r f i  Street 
Suite 600 
ArCingtmt, 'LTA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

J2 i  2 0 2005 
Received 

Deur C h i m n  minc@i a n d  BMC Commissioners: 

I a m  Aeplij t r d h d 6 y  t h  'Defense 'Department's recornmndiation to clbse t h  
N i g a r a  Tach Air 'force Reserve base. m i s  recommenhtion is a terri6h 
mistaf e a n d l  urge t h  B m C  Commission to reverse this h c i s w n  andremove 
t h f i o m  t h  Cist. 

It ii h r d t o  u&rstandwhy t h  ~ i r  ~ o r c e  Cias hcidiidto t d e p h n e s ,  missions 
andjobs away f i m  so many Air Guardandair  Reserve baseh a n d p t  t hm  on 
t h  w e  cost@ Active 'Duty bases. Of a l l t h  bases topic& to clbse, how a% yuu 
clbse t h  base whose unit hl jedrescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because t h y  are 
t h  hadnight visiim C-130 unit in t h  reserves? 

AGO, fiow willthe Department & f e d t h e  region? WiU-th Guardrespondto 
m a n - r n h  or natz~rddisasters w h n  t h y  occur after t h s e  massive cuts? 

- - 
I urge t h  Commission in t h  strongestpossi6h terms to remove N i g a r a  Tal% 
A3%f;-om t& Pentagon's r e c o m d d  list of 6ase clbsures a n d  to stop t h  
continuiw retreat of t h  miZitaryfiorn uur region of t h  country. 

Sincere@, 

P&-g-P&&:--- 
(A Concerned Citizen) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to 
close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation i s  a 
terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC Commission to reverse this decision 
and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, 
missions and jobs away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases 
and put them on the more costly Active Duty bases. Of all the bases to 
pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue Jessica 
Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the 
reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region? Will the Guard respond 
to man-made or natural disasters when they occur after these massive 
cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara 
Falls AFB from the Pentagon's recommended l i s t  of base closures and to 
stop the continuing retreat of  the military from our region of  the country. 

Sincerely, I &&-- --------------- 
(A Concerne Cit i  en) 

(address) 



Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Realignment and Closure Comnission 

db 2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
klington, VA 22202 

BRAC Commission 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

I am deeply troubled by the Defense Department's recommendation to close Niagara Falls 
Air Force Reserve base. This recommendation is a terrible mistake and I urge the BRAC 
Commission reverse this decision and remove them from the list. 

It is hard to understand why the Air Force has decided to take planes, missions and jobs away 
from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and put them on more costly Active Duty 
bases. Of all the bases to pick to close, how do you close the base whose unit helped rescue 
Jessica Lynch in Iraq because they are the lead night vision C-130 unit in the Reserves? 

Also, how will the Department defend the region, or will the Guard respond to man-made or 
natural disasters, when they occur after these massive cuts? 

I urge the Commission in the strongest possible terms to remove Niagara Falls AFB from the 
Pentagon's recommended list of base closures and to stop the continuing retreat of the 
military from our region of the country. 



Chairman A n t h y  J. !Princiyi 
W e  ReaC?nneent adClbsure Cammission 
2521 South CIhrk Street 
Suite 600 

Ar6qgton, VA 22202 

BEAC Commission 

ram AepCy trou66d6y t f i e  Defense wepartment's r ecm- th  to clbse t f i e  

N i a r a  Tali3 Air Tmce Reserve base. *is r e c m m d t i o n ,  is a terri66 
mistake a n d l  urge ttie BZUC Commibsion to reverse this &cision adremove  
ttiemfiom ttie rut. 

It  is hardto und&standwhy ttie Air Tmce lias &cidXto t&pbnes, missions 
andjo6s awayfi-om so muny %r ~ u a r d a n d A i r  r n e r u e  Gases andput t h  on 
ttie m e  costfij a t i v e  Ihr.9 k s .  o f  dl the bases topick to ctbse, h a% you 
c h e  tlie base w h s e  wait &+drescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because t h y  are 
ttie 6adnigtit vikion C-130 wit in ttie reserves? 

I urge ttie Cammissian in the s ~ e s t p o s s i 6 ~  t m  to remove W i a r a  Tali3 
ADfi-om tlie Pmtapn ' s  rec-dlist of 6ase cbsures d t o  stop tlie 
continuing retreat of tlie mgitaryfi-m our regiim of tlie country. 

(City, State, 29) 



June, 2005 
BRAC Commission 

Chinman A n t h y  J. Primiyi 
Base 2tmli-t cmdClbsure Commission 
2521 Soutfi CGxrk Street 
Suite 600 
ArCington, VA 22202 

JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

I a m  Ltkephj tr&&dby the D e f m e  Department's recmmen&timt to clbse the 
N i a r a  3'& Air 'force ~ s p r v e  base. lTZiis recommend;ztimt is a t e r ~ i 6 6  
mistake a n d l  w g e  the B2tAk Cmnmissim to reverse tliis Pcisimt a d r e m o v e  
tfiemm the fist. 

It is hardto una5rstandwfiy the Afr 3'orce has c t k c ~ d t o  takplknes,  m M o n s  
andjobs away- so marry Air @mdartdAir Beserve Gases andput  t k  on 
t h  mme costlij &t.ive Wty Gases. o f  &the Gases topick, to clbse, how ctb you 
clbse the base whose unit hCpdrescue Jessica Lyncfi in Iraq because they are 
t h  &adnf&t v i s im  C-130 emit in the reserves? 

fro, tiDw willthe Departmsnt &f&the region? Willthe @ u a r d r e s p d t o  
mun& m n a t u r a f d i s ~ ~ t e r s  w h  t h y  occur a3er t h s e  massive cuts? 

I urge the Cmmissbn  in t& ~ s t p o s s i G l 2  terms to remove Mugara ?& 
Amf'vam tlie %ntagm's rec-dCit of 6ase clbsures d t o  stop tlie 
continuing retreat ofthe military- our regimt of the country. 



BRAC Commisaion 

June, 2005 

Chairman A n t h y  J. 2Wnciyi 
Base I R e d i m e n t  a d C l b w e  Com~nissim 
2521 south C h r R  Street 
Suite 600 
Arcinatan, VA 22202 

:a. 2 0 2005 
Received 

1 a m  & e y e  truu6bd6y t h  2)e fme  2 )epar tmt ' s  r e c m m e r h t i o n  to clbse t h  
N i a r a  YafG Air Ymce %?serve base. fiis r e c o m m e h t i o n  is a tewif312 
mistake a d 1  urge the B m  Commission to reverse this &cision a d r e m o v e  
tfimnfi-om t h  &t* 

It is hardto u ~ s t a ? u t w f i y  t h  Air Ymce t k  &cii&dto t d e p h n e s ,  missions 
a d j o b s  away fiom so m y  dir @uzrdadAir  %serve Gases a d ~ t  t h  on 
t h  m e  costiij active m t y  Gases. O f d C t h  bases topick to clbse, h a5 you 
clbse tlie base w h s e  unit fietpdrescue Jessica Lynch in Iraq because t h y  are 
t h  1Z?adn&fit vision C-130 unit in tlie reserves? 

&o, h wilz-tlie Department &fendthe regiim? W i U t h  ~uardrespand to  
man- m nah~ra.i&wasters when t h y  occur after t h s e  massive cuts? 

1 urge tlie Cornmisston in i& str&stpossi6k t m  to r e w e  W i a r a  yalZE 
Amfim t/ie rJer~ttagon5 recommmdidCirFt of h e  cbsures &to stop the 
continuing retreat of t h  m i E t a r y f i m  our region of t h  country. 



BRAC Commission 

Juw, 2005 JUL 2 0 2005 
Received 

C h i m n  ;Pntfiony J. 1Princiyi 
Base R e d i p m m t  andCfbsure Cammissfan 
2521 South C h k  Street 
Suite 600 
mcingtan, VA 22202 

I am &epCy trou61kd6y the Defense Department's r e c o m e t i m t  to clbse the 
N l a r a  Tali5 Air Force 2ieserve base. fiis r e c u m m t i a n  is a terrikib 
mis tde  a d f  urge the i B W C  Cummission to reverse this &cision adremove  
t t i e m m  the list. 

It  is h r d t o  u d k s t a n d w f i y  tfie -air Tmce has &ch&dto t&phms,  missions 
a d j o 6 s  away* so many ,air @wrdandAir -serve bases a d p u t  t h  on 
t h  mure cost& *live Z>tLEy bases. Of &the bases topic6 to clbse, h ctb you 
clbse the base whore unit ho@drescue Jessica f ynch in ~rhq 6ecause they are 
t h  W n @ f i t  viston C-130 unit in t h  reserves? 

&o, fww wtlt-the lopartmmt &fendthe region? W U t h e  @mrdrespandto 
rrum-& m naturddwastesrs wlien tfky occur a3er t h e  mussive cuts? 

f urge tlie Comnission in tlie ~ g s t p o s s f 6 1 k  t m  to remove Nagara F a B  
A33fiom ttie Pmtqon's v e c ~ d & &  offitwe clbsures d t o  stop the 
continuing retreat of the m ~ i t a q f j o m  our region of the country. 

(address) 





(--$t&- s 4 d  34 ~ & / + o s  
3773 \N\u?\t_ ?@ hLbIZ IY@- 
7/52 0, L e r ~ ( 3 J  Af//ez4 (Yo- 

Ann Pies & ~ o ~ d  ~ Y C . B /  66.~JZUle /q/a 
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MARSHALL 0 6 2  32 0 0 5  - - - 
C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T O R  
Trusted Leadership In Challenging Times. 

" Wlren tire full-time military personnel and reservists from this base were 
called upon to serve their country in Somalia, Bosnia, Haiti, Honduras, 
Afghanistan and Iraq they responded with patriotism, professionalism, 
and a sense of duty. Now it is rime for us to show our support for tlrese 
brave men and women." 

Please complete and return to: Legislator Denise Marshall, 5580 Broadwa Lancaster, New York 14086 
or place in the collection box located at the Republican booth on t t e  carnival grounds. 

June 18' ,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Alignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base is 
not in the best interests of our nation. As a concerned citizen and American, I urge the BRAC Commission to 
reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base from the closure list. 

I. along with many others, have difficulty in understanding why the Air Force has decided to take missions. jobs 
and planes away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and relocate them to more costly active duty 
bases. 

With newspapers reporting that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting personnel during wartime, this 
action can only hinder our nation's efforts. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been a key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to 
the New York Air National Guard and will make efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult. 

The entire Western New York community is united in its support for retaining the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base, and I am respectfully asking that you overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and 
keep this important base open. 

Sincerely, 



DENISE ' [?E&@E - 
MARSHALL .I ;it, 2 3$6 0 5 
C O U N T Y  L E G I S L A T O R  
Trusted Leadership In  Challenging Times.  

"When the full-time military personnel and reservists from this base were 
called upon to serve their country in Somalia, Bosnia, Haiti, Honduras, 
Afgltanistan and Iraq they responded with patriotism, professionalism, 
and a sense of duty. Now it is time for us to show our support for these 
brave men and women." 

Please complete and return to: Legislator Denise Marshall,  5580 Broadwa Lancaster, N e w  York 14086 
o r  place i n  the collection box located at the Republican booth on t t e  carnival grounds. 

June 1 (17 ,2005 

Chairman Anthony J. Principi 
Base Al~gnment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street 
Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC Commissioners: 

The Defense Department's recommendation to close the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base is 
not in the best interests of our nation. As a concerned citizen and American, I urge the BRAC Commission to 
reverse this decision and remove the Niagara Falls Air Force Reserve and Guard Base from the closure list. 

I. along with many others, have difficulty in understanding why the Air Force has decided to take n~issions. jobs 
and planes away from so many Air Guard and Air Reserve bases and relocate them to more costly active duty 
bases. 

With newspapers reporting that we are facing significant challenges in recruiting personnel during wartime, this 
action can only hinder our nation's efforts. As the only remaining major military installation in Western New 
York, Niagara Falls has been a key to military recruitment. The impact of this decision will be devastating to 
the New York Air National Guard and will make efforts to recruit and retain military personnel even more 
difficult. 

The entire Western New York community is united in its support for retaining the Niagara Falls Air Force 
Reserve and Guard Base, and I am respectfully asking that you overturn the Pentagon's recommendation and 
keep this important base open. 

Sincerely. 

Print Name and Address below: " 1 ~ \ a ~ r G b + -  


