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August 5, 2005

LTG Steven M. Blum
1411 Jefferson Davis Highway, Swee 12000
Arlington, VA 22202-3231

Dear L1G Blum:

[ want to again thank you for your efforts to resolve the isst es of Air National
Guard assets and flying missiogs in a positve and coordinated man ter. Your commitment
to have a Ayving mission in each state cearly reflects your understan ling noc only of the
individual states’ concerns buc also the impormance of the Air Nado 1al Guard to our

naton’s homeland defense.

Onr discussions regarding a follow-on mission for the 119% Pighter Wing hw(. been
very positive, however T do have 2 concern. While we welcome the VAT mission and look
forward to working with you on a cargo aircraft or fighter mission, ve aeed to establish the
plan aad timeline to accomplish it. Afrer discussions with MG Hau gen I have some
thoughts. There e curreatly 39 Block 42 F16s scheduled to be cet red in che near Rature
(24 at Luke and 15 ac Nellis). These aircraft would be ideal for our nwmrent mussion and
designarion of these aircraft to the 119t would be seamless, as no 1 tive companent or
guard unit would lose aircraft.

The Mappy Flooligan's have a proven record of supetior pet formance. Movi ing the
F16 Bloel 42 aiceraft ro l"uoo would be 2 win-win for the Air Naric nal Guard and rhc State
of North Dakowa. Please call me if you would like o discuss this in zreater decail.

Siacerely,

A Hocvcn
Governor
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