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August 23, 2008

The Honorable Sam Skinner
BRAC

2521 Smith Clark Road
Aclington. VA

Dear Seeretary Skinner,

I want 10 thank vou and your stall, espeeially Kristen, for being so kind to me, 1 still
represent women who are certified in the DBE Progriam. The numibers of women now
participating in the program has grown (o over 1).000— I'm so proud! | also represent the
Federation of Women Contractors located in Chicago and a majonty of members of
Women Construction Associations ia [linois.

[also represent the City of Chesapeske, Vivginia so T want 1o thank vou for giving me the
opportunity to discuss the proposcd Oceana basce closing. Chesapeake, admittedly. is a
small part ol the picture but most of Fentress 1s located there and the city houses the
aircraft carricr night Hights.

Fhe City Council and Council member Debbie Ritter, chair of the Land e Study, would
like Jor you to visit Chesapeake 1o see firsthand that the city does not have any
cncroachment issues. Chesapeake has a great relationship with the US Navy and the city
has never instituted a request for a flight pattern change tor Fentress.

[ am not gomg ta profess to he an expert on the issucs already presented fo the
Commission. You have heard testimony on key points — the positives and the negatives —
ol both Occana and Ceal Field. What T want to convey 1o you today is what | do know.
Intalking with Navy families, who have served at both Oceana and Cecil but did not train
at either one, T was struck by the Tact that missing from the discussion was the quality of
life ixsue and the misinformation about flight training at Occana. 1 believe these ire two
important issucs for the Commission to consider.

Quality ol I ife

 Perthe Navy families |spoke with, they feel that the quality of life in the Virginia
Beach area is far superior (o Jacksonville  education. housing. infrastructure, clc.

* There are not many job opportunitics in Jacksonville, especially for college
cducated spouses or incentives W start vour own business.

e Oceana is refocated to Cecil, lamilics, especially with school starting, will be
have their lives completely disrupted.

* A move to Jacksonville, FL will not he desirable or affordable to young sailors
and thuir lamilics.
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e A great amount of additionat funds will be needed to restore the military hospital,
facilities, commissarics. and other military base life needs at Cecil.

Flight Traiping

o Perthe pilots 1 spoke with. who have been assigned at both Qccana and Cecil,
said that both had adjusted fight palterns with the most drastic being at Cecil. For
night flying onte Whitehouse ficld. lor example, they had 1o fly a right-hand
pattern all the time because of the population problem and cncroachment
problems with a lefi-hand pattern,

e (ccana’s Fentress only required a right-haod flight pattern in inclement weather.

o Thu 200 feet difference at Fentress was “no big deal™ (o the pilots and they fclt
that flight patters are different at all base training fields. These pilots were quite
upsct for it be supgested that pilots at Occana received inferior training and
believe that the Navy had documentation to the contrary.

Furthermore, my cousin heads an Air Traflic Coatrol Facility in the Northeast. |
discussed with her the memorandum presented by the Floridu delegation this past
Saturduy. She was emphatic when she sard “that it was an “internal memo” and the
FAA never responds to an clected ofticial in this manner.” [ would suggest to you that
the Commission should request an of(icial position from the FAA because | believe
the memo is misleading.

My cousin also informed me that since there have not been military jets at Cecil since
1998, several new procedures will have (o be followed before tlights can communce,
These procedures include an Fnvironmental Tmpact Study, which will take at least 2
to 3 years, and she believes that there will likely be limitations and/or restrictions
proposed within one ycar because of the 30 miles the jets will have o fly over
buildings and large populated areas to get 1o the ocean to start their training,

She also belicves that the proposed move to Ceel Trom Oceana will have a
considerahly negative impact on commercial aviation becausc the Jacksonville
I'raffic Control will need more staff and equipment becausce they will now have to
have contaet with the military pilots and desipgn a new support system which will
include the military jets in addition o the commercial ones. Additionally, my cousin
stated that in inclement weather, especially in thunderstorms, the jets at Cecil Field
will “cat up” the escape routes used roday hy commercial aircraflt and the delays will
be su extreme that air trattic up and down the Fast Coast will be preatly affected and
will hurt the airline industry.

Lastly, to end the problem of encroachment perhaps the Commission could suggest a
Special Fund be creared that would assist state and local governments in purchasing
Development Rights to protect the encroachment problems and the rights of the land
owner,

Thank you so for your time consideration and I look forward (o seeing you again,




