
State of West Virginia 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

1703 COONSKIN DRIVE 
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Allen E. Tackett 
Major General, WVARNG, 
The Adjutant General 

August 18,2005 

Mr. James H. Bilbray 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Bilbray, 

(304) 561-6316 
SN: 623-6316 
AX(304)561-6327 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckrnan. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 
classified briefing at the Pentagon but it included no proposed BRAC actions. In fact, Lt Gen Wood was 
askedLby-one of the-TAGs*how,B~(+actions would~,affect the Future ;Total Porce Program-and hise% " -:?- -----" -- 11 q k  ldh+ j/ ,,,ilm. ' ~ J ~ N D  1 . I! f IIIII '- l!lf r 'kesponse was that, ~ ~ ~ ~ w o u l $ ~ n l ~ n l y d d ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ x c e ~ s  4s mnfiashctureland:~havqLnb affect , v 64 the f i r  : . 
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hiti8hai:~u~d!~fi~essence he assured TAGS that the Air National Guard w o u l d ~ h a v ~ ' n d d ~ ~ ~ t ~ " ~ ~ ~  i -. 1 , 4Lir, .i . , + *  ,$ 
&out c i b m i n g  BRAC. 
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As to briefing by the Air Force or Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National 
Guard Association of the US Conference or the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference, the TAGs 
were briefed on Future Total Force proposals and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time 
were we briefed on BRAC actions or proposals. 

I am confident that the Air Force briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 
he was restricted in providing this information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
signed by all participants of the Air Force BRAC process. 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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August 18,2005 

Mr. Philip Coyle 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 - - - - --. 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Coyle, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckman. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 
classified briefing at the Pentagon but it included no proposed BRAC actions. In fact, Lt Gen Wood was 

1 ! ' 1"s to briefing by the Air Force or Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National 'I, 
Guard Association of the US Conference or the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference, the TAGs 
were briefed on Future Total Force proposals and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time 
were we briefed on BRAC actions or proposals. 

I am confident that the Air Force briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 
he was restricted in providing this information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
signed by all participants of the Air Force BRAC process. 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerfhl military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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August 18,2005 

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr., USN (Ret) 
Member 
Base ~ e a l i ~ n m & t  and Closure Committee -- 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Admiral Gehman, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckman. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 

, d s  to briefing by the Air ;Force ot Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National 
Guard Association of the US ~ddference or the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference, the TAGs 
were briefed on Future ~bt!al F o r 9  proposals and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time I 

$ere we briefed on BRAC/ action! or proposals. 

i 
I am confident that the ~ i r / ~ o r c e  briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 
he was restricted in providing thd information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
signed by all participantso!f the dir  Force BRAC process. 

I 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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Mr. James V. Hansen 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 

- -- 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Hansen, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckrnan. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adiutants General did attend a 

it included no proposed BRAC action; In fact, Lt G e n . ~ o o d , ~ a s  . .. 
W. 31 dt'l "' ih i i&- 'Isrl $JF lllll~~l~ k. j , ac t ipn r~~u lda f f ec~  the ~ u ~ T @ l ~ o r c e  I >  p I $1 ,. Rogram . ~ I I ~ I ~ ,  .$ VH!,; \I! and 1 I : ~ ~  h ~ s  , 1"~$ i~!fb\ 
with kxcess infrastructure and have no affec! onltherdi~ $1 ii';'~~i"'i~ 1 

TAGS that the Air National Guard would have nothing to &orry'" 

i 1 1 / /  As to briefing by t$e hir  ~ o r c e  or Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National 

/ 1 Guai-d ~s$ciationonjbf tdk PS Conference or the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference, the TAGs 
weri brieftd on FU$@ Total Force proposals and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time 
were we biiefed O(~B~R& actions or proposals. 

I am confident Force briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 
this information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 

Air Force BRAC process. 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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August 18,2005 

General James T. Hill, USA (Ret.) 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
2521 South Clark ~ t r e e t , ~ ~ u i t e  600 - - 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear General Hill, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckman. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 

As to briefing by or Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National 
Guard or the Air National Guyd Senior Leader Conference, the TAGS 

and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time 

Ill 1 111 h 1 '11 Ijl / I am confident that t$$A# Force briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 
he was restricted in Iprovidin'g this information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 

I h111 signed by all particivts of the Air Force BRAC process. 
, d ' ,  
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the.hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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State of West Virginia  BRA^ Commission 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
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Allen E. Tackett 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 

August 18,2005 

General Lloyd N. Newton, USAF (Ret) 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 - 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Beceived 
(304) 5614316 
DSN: 6234316 
FAX(304)561-6327 

Dear ~ene ra l  Newton, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckman. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 
classified briefing at the Pentagon but it included no proposed BRAC actions. In fact, Lt Gen Wood was 
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nation to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
:e BRAC process. 

DCN: 7818



From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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August 18,2005 

Mr. Samuel C. Skinner 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
2521 South Clark Street, 'suite 600 

-- 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Skinner, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckrnan. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 
classified briefing at the Pentagon but it included no proposed BRAC actions. In fact, Lt Gen Wood was 

Force or Air National Guard to the proposed BRAC actions at the National $1 
$hard Association of the US Conference or the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference, the TAGS j 

were briefed on Future Total Force proposals and the Air National Guard's Vanguard Plan. At no time 
were we briefed on BRAC actions or proposals. 

e is; : 
ll i I am confident that the Air Force briefed the Director, of the Air National Guard about BRAC actions but 

he was restricted in providing &is information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
signed by all participants of the Air Force BRAC process. 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

&e#- 
ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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Allen E. Tackett 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 

August 18,2005 

Brigadier General Sue E. Turner, SAF (Ret) 
Member 
Base Realignment and Closure Committee 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 _ -- - - - - - -  
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Brigadier General Turner, 

I feel the time has come for me to openly express serious concerns and take exception to testimony given 
to your commission on 11 August 2005 by Maj Gen Heckman. He stated "This chart and the chart 
that follows shows the number of sessions we have had over the last three years on BRAC and 
interrelated topics with the Director of the Air National Guard, with the Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve, with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau, with the Adjutants General in small groups 
and in major sessions such as the National Guard Association of the US meeting and the Air 
National Guard Association of the US Conference." (There is no Air National Guard Association of 
the US. He must have been talking about the Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference.) 

In response to his statement, I, as the Adjutant General of the State of West Virginia, can unequivocally 
assure you and all other members of the Commission that I was never informed nor briefed on BRAC 
actions or proposals as relate to the Air National Guard by anyone from the United States Air Force or 
Air National Guard prior to the public announcement of 13 May 2005 and I have attended every Future 
Total Force meeting conducted by National Guard Bureau and have participated in every AGAUS, 
NGAUS and Air National Guard Senior Leader Conference or meeting. Adjutants General did attend a 
classified briefing at the Pentagon but it included no proposed BRAC actions. In fact, Lt Gen Wood was I 
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cerning BRAC. ' / ' I  1 1 1  I 1 4 As to briefing by the Air Force or Air National Guard to the I 
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I am confident that the Air ~ o r c e  $$kfed the Director, of the Air National ~ u + d  about BRAC actions but 
he was restricted in providing %s 'information to the TAGs because of the non-disclosure agreement 
signed by all participants of the ~ i ) /  Force BRAC process. I 

! 
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From everything that I have been able to observe during the hearings when leaders of the United States 
Air Force, as well as other powerful military leaders of the Active Component, testified under oath and 
attempted to defend or support BRAC proposals, it appeared that a "gag rule" has been imposed upon 
each and every one of them by higher authority and that if exception were taken to the plan, then 
individual careers might be in jeopardy. 

In summary, I must say that the testimony has been a major disappointment to me and other Adjutants 
General. 

a a & ~  
ALLEN E. TACKETT 
Major General, WVARNG 
The Adjutant General 
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