
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
900 COURT ST NE 

SALEM, 0R:EGON 97301 
June 9,2005 
The Honorable Anthony J. Principi 
Chairman, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
252 1 South Clark St. 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi and BRAC members, 

We have received the Department of Defense's proposal to remove the 142"~ Fighter 

Wing F- 15 aircraft from the Portland Air National Guard Base. 

We are alarmed at how this recommendation renders the Pacific Northwest's eleven 

million people vulnerable to a terrorist-controlled airplane or offshore cruise missile attacks. 

The 142"~ Fighter Wing provides the only operational fighters with air-to-air capability 

to defend American skies from the California to Canadian borders. McChord Air Force Base, 

Whidbey Island Air Station and Kingsley Air National Guard Base do not provide that. 

Only the Portland Air National Guard Base does. 

Therefore, the DOD's recommendation to reduce the number of jets that defend the 

Pacific Northwest from 15 pianes - to just two - is completely unacceptable. 

The leadership of the Oregon Air National Guard and our congressional delegation will 

provide more specific details at your June 17 hearing in Portland on intelligence reports and 

logistical evidence for protecting this region. 

Sincerely, 
/ 

Office: 900 Coun St NE , Salem, OR 97301 
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