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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Re: PITTSBURGH, LAND & MORE July 10, 2005 

The 91 1'" Airlift Wing is vital to our nation's defense, and in a strategic location for homeland 
security. Pittsburgh's renown for its medical community and an excellent recruiting area. The 
91 lth can support additional aircraft right now. Land is not the issue! The four runways afford any 
and all aircraft ready accessibility. "If it can fly, it can land at Pittsburgh!" This cost-effective 
operation also hosts a variety of tenant functions which result in taxpayer savings. 

The data used in analyzing this base's military value was flawed! Relocating these aircraft 
would not best serve our military defense posture, nor would it result in retaining the assigned, 
qualified personnel who have volunteered to serve. Additionally, more monies wi l l  have to spent at 
the gaining bases to support this. The 91 lth AW should not be closed! It should be considered for 
expansion as part of a Joint Readiness Regional Center -- combining the 99t" RSC and Charles E. 
Kelly Support Facility. 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Anthony J. Principi, Chairman 
2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

22 July 2005 

RE: Citizen Support of the Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

Within these binders are more than six thousand letters fkom supporters of the continued 
operation of the Pittsburgh Joint Air Reserve Station Pittsburgh PA. Many of these letters were 
collected during the "Wings over Pittsburgh" air show, which is held annually at the Pittsburgh 
ARS, and this year attracted approximately three hundred thousand spectators. There were a total 
of seventy-four aircraft parked at the ARS and adjoining aircraft parking areas, from the C-5 and 
C-17 to B-52's and the Thunderbirds, and available for use by the USAF for parking C-130's or 
any other aircraft in the Air Force inventory. 

The citizens who are submitting these letters of support were aware of the proposed closure of 
the Pittsburgh ARS because it could allegedly host no more than ten C-130 aircraft. They were 
perplexed at the decision to close the ARS for this reason when it is clearly evident that there is 
ample room to expand to paved aircraft parking ramp previously offered by the Airport 
Authority and used for thirteen years by memorandum of agreement. 

On the covers of these binders are pictures taken during this year's air show that make it quite 
evident that this base has ample space to accommodate twenty C-130 aircraft, but more 
importantly has the potential to assume any mission now planned or conceived in the future. 

Pittsburgh has always supported its military units and the military has always enjoyed a fertile 
recruiting area here for all the services. It does not make sense to close the Pittsburgh Air 
Reserve Station. 
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JUL-2-2805 07:46C1 FR0tl:TQRENTUM UFW 724 224 8732 

District 2 9 

STATE OF PENNSYLVAN lA V.F.W. 

Howard Strain 
Commander 
District 29 Veterans of Foreign Wars 

July 2,2005 

Base Closing Commission , 
District 29 Veterans of Foreign Wars voted at their meeting on May 15,2005 to 

send you a letter raising our objections to the ossible closing of the 91 1" Airlift Wing, P Charles E. Kelly Support Facility, and the 99 Regional Readiness Command of the 
Army Reserve. 

District 29 Veterans of Foreign Wars consists of dl VFW members in Allegheny 

w County Pennsylvania. Our objections include military readiness, the effect on ow local 
economy, and the loss of jobs in our area 

Chris Qaker ,/ a 

District 29 Adjutant 
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Yahoo! M a i l  - pitbrac@yahoo.com Page 1 of I 

Print - Close Window 

Subject: 911th alr base 

Date: Sun, 10 Jul  2005 09:37:45 -0400 

To whom it may concern, 

I would like to give you the reasons for not closing the 91 1 th air base. In the Gulf War everyone went on how it was 
fought with an all volunteer military.1 know because I had two sons there, but when they all came home the thanks they got 
was down sizing themto save money. 

Now we are in a pickle Korea is threshing us on one side, Iran on another, Then we have the terrorists, who just showed 
what they could do in London. I don;t feel that any base in the United States should be closed. I really feel that the Pentagon 
has lost its mind in even suggesting that any base be closed. They didn't tell anyone how much it would cost to close these 
bases. 

In World War II the Japanese were able to disable us by hitting our ships at Pearl Harbor. It was decided not to have 
everything in the same place.Now the Pentagon wants to do just that. Can you please tell me what they are thinking! I don;t 
think they are thinking at all. 

My Father and Father in law both fought in WWII, When my Father came home he join the reserves stationed at the 
base. 
My husband served his county in Viet Nam, I had two sons in the Gulf War. My husband has gone though allot because of 
Nam, He finally got implement at the 91 1 th and was proud that he could serve his county again. My one son came home 
from the Gulf and join the reserves and works a job at the 91 Ith. By closing the base he will lose his job that he depends on 
to take care of his two little boys. My youngest son was unable to join the Air Force because of an injury at birth, but was 
able to get a job serving his county by working at the base helping to take care of the reservists and recruits. He relys on this 
job even though its not a well paying job to take care of his three small children. 

These children are watching and if our bases are closing they won't want to serve their county. Because basically they 
ill see how their county is treating their men and women. 
I am praying that the Cord will touch your hearts and minds and stop the closing of the 91 1 th Air Base. 
Wife. and Mother 

~ o r m a i e e  Moore 
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Headquarters - CAP Squadron 603 
1 1 10 Woodlawn Drive 
Coraopolis, PA 151 08 

CHARLES L. HOLSWORTH 
Director-BRAC Task Force 
1550 Coraopolis Heights Road 
Moon Township, PA 15108 

Sir: 

As a member of the BRAC Task Force, I feel a personal obligation to help explore every option 
available to me in an attempt to help keep the 911" Air Force Reserve Base open and 
operational. Over the past three years, I have had the honor of being commander of Civil Air 
Patrol Squadron 603, Pennsylvania Wing, which is located on the 91 1" AFR Base. The Air Force 
has allowed Civil Air Patrol to meet and train on the installation and has afforded our young 
cadets educational opportunities to help develop their moral and leadership skills. 

When I announced to my squadron the possible closure of the 911th, their concern and 
disappointment was immediately turned into a collective offer to "do anythingn to help keep our 
base open. Their requests and concerns have been expressed on the attached twenty-two 
letters addressed to your task force. Please, use the letters from my cadets and senior members 
any way you can to help keep the 91 lth Air Force Reserve Base open for the city of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and our nation. Our national security depends on dispersed ready reserves to 
support our active military personnel. To close or consolidate valuable military assets seems to 
indicate we have not learned our lessons well from history. 

In closing, my squadron of Civil Air Patrol cadets and senior members has offered their 
assistance in any other way you may need them. Squadron 603 is a proud partner of the 91 lth 
Air Force Reserve Base and we too want to assist your task force as they work to preserve this 
valuable national military installation. 

DCN 5108



United States Air Force Auxiliary 

w Golden Triangle Composite Squadron 
Civil Air Patrol Squadron 603 

.( 1 1 10 Woodlawn Drive 
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