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Mr. Anthony ]. Principi, Chairman
BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Principi:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the

Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,

LS9 7J[%~/

orman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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800 Cushman St., Suite 114, Fairbanks, AK 99701

phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968

May 26, 2005

Mr. James H. Bilbray

BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Bilbray:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,
Zorman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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Dear Mr. Coyle:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800

businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of Design Alaska

Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our

Digital Express
Doyon, Limited
ExxonMobil

community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.
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You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.
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800 Cushman St., Suite 114, Fairbanks, AK 99701

phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968
e-mail: staff@fairbankschamber.org
website: www.fairbankschamber.org

May 26, 2005

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.
BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Admiral Gehman:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.
Sincerely,

Yo AL

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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800 Cushman St., Suite 114, Fairbanks, AK 99701
phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968

e-mail: staff@fairbankschamber.org
website: www.fairbankschamber.org

May 26, 2005

ORIGINAL

Mr. James V. Hansen

BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Hansen:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,

Y e Y

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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May 26, 2005

General James T. Hill

BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear General Hill:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommeridation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,

Yo lhf

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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May 26, 2005

General Lloyd Warren Newton
BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

ORIGINAL

Dear General Newton:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the

Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,

Norman L. Phillips, ]r/

Board Chair
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May 26, 2005

Mr. Samuel Knox Skinner

BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Mr. Skinner;

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.

Sincerely,

Al

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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800 Cushman St., Suite 114, Fairbanks, AK 99701
phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968

e-mail: staff@fairbankschamber.org
website: www.fairbankschamber.org

May 26, 2005

Brigadier General Sue Ellen Turner
BRAC 2005 Independent Commission
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600
Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Brigadier General Turner:

The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses in the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the Cities of
Fairbanks and North Pole and we adamantly oppose the Department
of Defense’s recommendation’ to realign Eielson Air Force Base. The
realignment of Eielson will have a significant impact on our
community and our State therefore, on behalf of our membership,
please find enclosed a copy of Resolution 05-0524 passed by the GFCC
Board of Directors on May 24, 2005, opposing the realignment of
Eielson Air Force Base.

You will also find enclosed a complete list of the GFCC Board of
Directors. This diverse group represents virtually every segment of the
Fairbanks economy.

If you have any questions regarding this resolution, please contact
Jennifer Flower, GFCC Public Affairs Coordinator at 452-1105 Ext. 25.
Sincerely,

L volief

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair
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RESOLUTION 05-0524

A RESOLUTION BY THE GREATER FAIRBANKS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
(GFCC) OPPOSING THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE RECOMMENDATION
TO REALIGN EIELSON AIR FORCE BASE

WHEREAS the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) represents 800
businesses within the Fairbanks North Star Borough, the City of Fairbanks and the
City of North Pole; and

WHEREAS based upon the BRAC selection criteria the GFCC is shocked and
dismayed by the announcement that Eielson Air Force Base (Eielson) has been
identified by the Department of Defense for realignment; and

WHEREAS Eielson is a vital and integral part of our nation’s military mission, the
State of Alaska and the Greater Fairbanks Area for more than 50 years; injecting
millions of dollars into the local and State economy, providing a skilled labor force,
and creating economic opportunity for a variety of businesses, large and small; and

WHEREAS the GFCC is concerned about the overall impact this realignment would
have on the Greater Fairbanks Area and the State of Alaska; including the
tremendous impact to local schools, retailers, and employers; we believe that Eielson
holds a unique and important position to the overall defense of our nation which
cannot be achieved by the placement of personnel and equipment elsewhere; and

WHEREAS Fielson is strategically positioned in the world, mere hours from any
military mission within the northern hemisphere and the Pacific Rim and is the
nearest air force base to the North Pole, making it a critical element of the nation’s
overall defense; and

WHEREAS Eielson offers security for the Ground Based Midcourse Defense

program, presently under construction at Fort Greely, located only 80 miles to the
east; and

WHEREAS Eielson’s position provides protection for the Trans Alaska Oil Pipeline
System which carries 17 percent of our total domestic oil supply; and

WHEREAS Eielson will provide that same security for the Natural Gas Pipeline
when it is constructed; and

WHEREAS Eielson’s access to vast training resources including; 60,000 square miles
of dedicated airspace and its proximity to Fort Wainwright, home of the Army’s
172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, provides the opportunity for real-world, joint
training; and
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WHEREAS the fiscal realities of maintaining Eielson in “warm” status will
ultimately prove to save the Pentagon little in overall operation and maintenance
costs, due in part to Eielson’s strategic position related to reliable energy sources; its
proximity with an existing rail connection to coal provided by Usibelli Coal Mine
and aviation fuel provided by the Flint Hills and Petro Star Refineries; and

WHEREAS that the GFCC and the Fairbanks business community will provide
relevant information, in support of the State and local task forces, to the BRAC
Commission at the June 15% hearing.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce
objects to the realignment of Eielson Air Force Base as proposed by the Department
of Defense and requests that the Commission reverse the realignment
recommendation and remove Eielson Air Force Base from the BRAC process; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED encourages the BRAC Commission to emphasize to
President George W. Bush and Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld that Eielson
Air Force Base is vital to the overall security of our nation and that the Department of
Defense should seek to expand rather than diminish Eielson’s strategic and unique
position; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be distributed to:

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
Senator Ted Stevens

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Congressman Don Young

Governor Frank Murkowski

Alaska State Legislature

Mayor Jim Whitaker

Mayor Steve Thompson

Mayor Jeff Jacobson

James Dodson

PASSED in Fairbanks, Alaska this 24 day of May, 2005, by the Greater Fairbanks
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.

K Al

Korman L. Phillips, Jr.
Board Chair

Lanien M. Livingston
President/CEO
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Greater Fairbanks 6@xnsher of Commerce
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2004-2005

Joe Beedle (Treasurer)
University of Alaska
Wk: 450-8025

Click Bishop
Operating Engineers Local 302
WK: 452-8131x233

Charlie Boddy (Vice Chair)
Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.
WK: 452-2625

Dan Britton
Fairbanks Natural Gas
WK: 452-7111

Bernard Gatewood
Fairbanks Youth Facility
WK:  451-2194

Dan Gavora (Vice Chair)
Golden Heart Utilities
Wk: 479-3118

Brig Gen Marke Gibson
Commander, 354th Fighter Wing
WK: 377-6101

Neal Gregory
North Pole Chamber of Commerce
Wk: 488-2242

Dawn Harmon
harmondawn@yahoo.com

Jo Heckman (Vice Chair)
Denali State Bank
WK:  456-1400

Cynthia Henry (Executive Officer)

Hops Hallmark
Wk: 452-8477

BG James T. Hirai
Commanding General, USARAK
Wk: 907-384-2163

Local: Col Robert Ball

Wk: (907) 353-6682

Kyong Hollen (Executive Officer)
Santina’s Flowers and Gifts
WK: 452-3246

Mark Johnson
Wire Communications
WK:  451-9473x101

Chancellor Steve Jones
University of Alaska Fairbanks
WK: 474-7112

Shirley Lee
Fairbanks Native Association

WK: 452-1648

Steve Lundgren
Mt. McKinley Bank
WK: 452-1751

Buzz Otis
Great Northwest, Inc.
WK: 452-5617

Norm Phillips (Chair)
Doyon Limited
WK: 459-2033

Marilyn Romano (Chair Elect)
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner
WK: 459-7512

Margaret Russell (Past-Chair)
Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury
WK: 459-4000 X 4017

Robert “Bob” Sawyer,
Chairman of the Board of
Black Chamber of Commerce
WK: 456-3729

Ethan Schutt (Executive Officer)
Tanana Chiefs Conference
WK:  459-3839

Mike Shultz
KTVF Channel 11
WK:  458-1800

Rick Solie
ConocoPhillips Alaska
WK: 451-0097

Ginger Stock-McKenzie
WebWeavers Technology Group
WK:  479-9330

Mayor Steve Thompson
City of Fairbanks
WK: 459-6793

Jesse VanderZanden
Fairbanks International Airport
WK: 474-2507 or 2504

Charlie Walker
FEDC
WK:  452-2185

Mayor Jim Whitaker
Fairbanks North Star Borough
WK: 459-1300

Jeri Wigdahl
Flint Hills Resources
WK: 488-5103

Directors Emeritus

Honorary
Frank Chapados
Hm: 456-4692

Bill Green
Hm: 456-4317
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