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George Dana Bisbee 

One New Hampshire Avenue, Suite 350 
Pease International Tradeport 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

603-373-2034 voice 
603-433-6372 fax 
dbisbee@pierceatwood.com 

Admitted in: NI4 

Commissioner James T. Hill 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill: 

I write you as a member of New Hampshire Governor John Lynch's Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard Advisory Task Force. I am a former Acting Commissioner of the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services, and I also served many years in the New Hampshire 
Attorney General's Office, conclucling my service there as Deputy Attorney General for 5 years. I 
now am the Partner in Charge of Pierce Atwood's Portsmouth Office. I bring this public and 
private perspective to the question of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, and urge that the 
Commission recommend removal of this facility from the closure list. 

You are to be commended for the tremendous diligence and care that you are taking in 
carrying out the responsibility of making the final recommendation on base closures and 
realignments to the President. Your personal visits to the facilities on the Department of 
Defense's initial list, your meetings with federal, state and local officials, your consideration of 
views from the shipyards, the shipyard workers, and the public has been remarkable. Your efforts 
are greatly and genuinely appreciated. 

I know that you are fully aware of the outpouring of enthusiastic concern about the future 
of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from all sectors of the Kittery!Portsmouth community. This has 
demonstrated unparalleled community support in two states for the continued operation of this 
shipyard, and underlies the energy and ability of the shipyard workers. It is this latter 
characteristic that has been the hallmark of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - and is fully 
recognized by the Department of Defense. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's documented record of 
cost, schedule, quality and safety performance is exemplary. 

I cannot comment with any expertise on the military value of Portsmouth over the other 
submarine repair facilities, but I can comment on the environmental costs of closure of this 
facility. The Navy's cost estimate for environmental cleanup that were the basis of the 
Department of Defense's recommendations is very low. A fair assessment of.the additional costs 
associated with closure must include a far greater total for the environmental remediation that will 
be necessary at this site. 
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Thank you again for your service, and for your very serious consideration of the fate of the 
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. In view of its superb performance and productivity, the cost savings 
from keeping the facility open, and the community support for this shipyard, I urge you to vote to 
remove it from the closure list. 

Sincerely, 

I' 

George Dana Bisbee 
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Commissioner Samuel Knox Skinner 
Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner: 

I write you as a member of New Hampshire Governor John Lynch's Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard Advisory Task Force. I am a former Acting Commissioner of the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services, and I also served many years in the New Hampshire 
Attorney General's Office, concluding my service there as Deputy Attorney General for 5 years. I 
now am the Partner in Charge of Pierce Atwood's Portsmouth Office. I bring this public and 
private perspective to the question of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, and urge that the 
Commission recommend removal of this facility from the closure list. 

You are to be commended for the tremendous diligence and care that you are taking in 
carrying out the responsibility of making the final recommendation on base closures and 
realignments to the President. Your personal visits to the facilities on the Department of 
Defense's initial list, your meetings with federal, state and local officials, your consideration of 
views from the shipyards, the shipyard workers, and the public has been remarkable. Your efforts 
are greatly and genuinely appreciated. 

I know that you are fully aware of the outpouring of enthusiastic concern about the future 
of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from all sectors of the KitteryIPortsmouth community. This has 
demonstrated unparalleled community support in two states for the continued operation of this 
shipyard, and underlies the energy and ability of the shipyard workers. It is this latter 
characteristic that has been the hallmark of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard - and is fully 
recognized by the Department of Defense. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard's documented record of 
cost, schedule, quality and safety performance is exemplary. 

I cannot comment with any expertise on the military value of Portsmouth over the other 
submarine repair facilities, but I can comment on the environmental costs of closure of this 
facility. The Navy's cost estimate for environmental cleanup that were the basis of the 
Department of Defense's recommendations is very low. A fair assessment of the additional costs 
associated with closure must include a far greater total for the environmental remediation that will 
be necessary at this site. 
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