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WASHIN GTON, DC 20510

BRAC Commission

AUG 19 2005

Received

August 19, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Comunission
2521 South Clark Street

Suitc 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Secretary Principi:

As the 2005 round of basc realipnment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you -
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like 10 take this opportunity to, once again,
highlight arcas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their
'recommendations. - _

The Pittsburgh Intemational Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), host (o the 91 1" Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. Howevcr, as was witnessed by General Lloyd Nevrton dunng his site visit to
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 911" Airlift Wing can host
13 C-130 aircrafi. Further, under the current Memorandum of Agreement between the Air Force
and the Piltsburgh Intcmational Airport, the 911® Airlift Wing can host 7 additional C-130
aircraft, for a total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Departmert of Defense’s evaluation of
the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) scorc is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the ingtallation’s ranking among similar bases.

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard, is a truly joint base.

However, DoD’s analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its jointness. Further, DoD'’s analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove dld not adequately
consider future joint mission capabilities of the installation.

In addition to the jointness of NASJRB Willow Grove, lhis installation’s strategic location with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this instaliation is vital 1o our
national security.

One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 111® Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air Nationa] Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more woubling. neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
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Adjutant General ever consented 1o the deactivation of this Air Nanonal Guard unit, which we

. ‘believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code.

Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 1119 F ighter Wing is a violation of the law,
but deactivating these persornnel would also cause the loss of manpower, training, and expertise
that is valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s sceurity.

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the wester and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pernsylvania will gain many
valued positions at twe Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is ane that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Army Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reducc cxcess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value.

We thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity and make the dj fhicult but necessary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation’s defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process.
Sincerely, 2 ?

Rick Santorum Arlen Specter

United States Senate _ United States Senate

S dannd & Conl
Edward G. Rendell

Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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| iﬂmtzd States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 19, 2005 BRACC ommission
The Honorable James H. Bilbray | ‘
Commissioner N’& 19 mﬁﬁ
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Commission o
2521 South Clark Street Received
Suite 600 :

Arlington, Virginia 22202
Dear Comymissioner Bilbray:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
"and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like o take this o;mortmuw o, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their
recommendations.

The Pittsburgh Intemational Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), host to the 91 1* Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was witmessed by General Lloyd Newton durmg his site visit 10
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 91 1* Airlift Wing can host
13 C-130 aircraft. Further, under the current Memorandum of Agreement between the Air Force’
and the Pirtsburgh International Airport, the 911% Airlift ng can hest 7 additional C-130
aircraft, for a total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land. the Department of Defense’s evaluation of
the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the installation’s ranking among similar bascs.

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (INASJRB) Willow Grove
was rccommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps. Army
Reserve, Air Force Réscrve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard, is a truly joint base.

However, DoD's analysis of the installation appears 1o indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its jointess. Further, DoD’s analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future jom! mission capabilities of the installation.

In addition 1o the jointness of NASIRB Willow Grove, this installation’s strategic locarion with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this inctallation is vital to our

nauonal security.

One of the tenants of NASIRB Willow Grove, the 111" Fighter ng of the Pennsylvama Air
Nationa) Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvama s
Adjutant General ever consented to the deactivation of this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code.
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 111* Fighter Wing is a violation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also cause the loss of manpoveer, training, and expertise
that is valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s security.

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the westem and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Departrment of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkermy Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Army Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value.

We thank you for your willingness o serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necéssary
decisions to improve and streamnline our nation’s defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard

- work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process.

i Smcerely, 2 ]

Rick Santorum Arlen Specter
Unitcd States Senate _ United States Senate

£ donnd & ol

Edward G. Rendell
Govemnor
Commonwealth of Permsylvania
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Wnited States Denate

. WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 19, 2005 BRAC Commission
The Honorable Philip Coyle AUG 19 2005
Commissioner
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Conumsswn Received
2521 South Clark Street . . :
Suite 600

Arlington, Virgmia 22202
Dear Commissioner Coylef

As the 2005 round of basc realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Deparunent of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like to take this opportunity to, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their
recommendations.

The Pitshurgh International Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), bost to the 911™ Airlift Wing. :
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for i's
recommendation. However, as was witnessed by General Lloyd Newton during his site visitto .
Pinsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 911" Airlift Wing can host

13 C-130 aircraft. Further, under the current Memorandum of Agreement between the Air Force

and the Pittsburgh International Airport, the 911™ Airlift Wing can'host 7 additional C-130

aircraft, for a total of 20 C-130 ajrcraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Department of Defense’s evaluation-of
the Pitsburgh Intemnational Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is -
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the

true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the installation’s ra.nking among similar bases.

In southeastem Pennsylvama Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Basc (NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommiended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Rescrve, and P;nnsy]vanxa Air National Guard, is a truly joint base.

However, DoD's analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its jointness. Further, DoD’s analysis of NASIRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future joint mission capabilitics of the installation.

In addition 10 the jointness of NASIRB Willow Grove, this installation's strategic location with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this installation is vital to our

national security.

One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 111" Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air -
National Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Departinent of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania's
Adjutant General ever consented to the deactivation. of this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code.
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Not only do we belicve IHat the deactivation of the 111" Fighter Wing is a violation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also cause the loss of manpoer, training, and expertise
that 1s valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s secunty.

Though Pennsylvania stands to Jose many positions in both the western and southeastem regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Axrmy Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value. :

We thank you for your willingness 1o serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necessary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation’s defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process.

). Smcere]y, 2
Rick Santorum — Arlen Specter éi

Uniled States Senate United States Senate

EXnnd & W!
Edward G. Rendell

Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania -
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Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 BRAC Commisgion
AUG 19 2005

August19,2005 Received

Admiral Harold W. Gehman, Jr.

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street '

Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Commuissioner Gehman:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Decfense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like to take this opportunity to, oncc again,
highlight arcas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC cniteria in their
recommendations. -

The Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), host to the 311 ™ Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was witessed by General Lloyd Nevton during his site visit to
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 911" Airlift Wing can host
13 C-~130 aircraft. Further, under the current Memorandum of Agreement between the Air Force
and the Pittsburgh Intemational Airport, the 911" Airlift Wing can host 7 additional C-130
aircraft, for a total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Department of Defense's evaluation of: -
the Pitsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the

true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
tmproving the installation’s ranking among similar bases.

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Resetve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard, is a truly joint base.

However, DoD’s analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its joinmess. Further, DoD's analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future joint rmission capabilities of the installation.

In addition to the jointness of NASJRB Willow Grove, this installation’s strategic location with
respect to homeland .defense and homeland security prove that this installation is vital to our
national security.

One of the tenants of NASIRB Willow Grove, the 111" Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for dcactivalion by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant General cver consented o the deactivation of this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe 1s 2 violation of Title 32, United States Code.
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the | 11" Fighter Wing is a violation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also causc the loss of manpower, training, and expertise
that 1s valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s security.

Though Permsylvania stands to lose many pasitions in both the western and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defensc. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations arc enacted. Closing the Red River Amy Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of lugher military value.

We thank you for your willingness 1o serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necessary
decisions 10 improve and streamline our nation’s defense infrastructwre. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissxonm have provided to this
process.

Smcere]y. 2
Rick Saritorum Arlen Specter é

United States Senate United States Senate

Edward G. Rendell

Govemor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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WAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
BRAC Commission _

AUG 19 2005

Received

August 19, 2005

The Honorable James V. Hansen -~

Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Commlssmn
2521 South Clark Street

“Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Commissioner Hansen:

- As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like to take this opponumry 10, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their
recommendattons

The Piusburgh International Airport AIT Rcscrvc Station (ARS) host to the 911" Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as 'the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was'witnessed by General Lloyd Newton during his site visit to.
Pimsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 911" Airlift Wing can host
13 C-130 aircraft. Further, under the current Memorandum of Apreement between the Air Force
"and the Pittsburgh International Airport, the 911" Airlift Wing can host 7 additional C-130
aircrafl, for a total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Department of Defense’s evaluation of

the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is

greatly undervalued Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the installation’s ranking among similar bases.

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base {NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air Natjonal Guard, i5 2 truly joint base.

However, DoD’s analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its joinmess. Further, DoD's analysis of NASJIRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future joint mission capabilities of the installation.

In addition to the joinmess of NASIJRB Willow Grove, this installation’s strategic locarion with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this irstallation is vital to our
national security.

One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 111" Flghter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant Genceral ever consented to the deactivation of this Air National Guard unit, which we
belicve is 2 violation of Title 32, United States Code.
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 111" Fighter Wing is a violation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also cause the loss of manpover, training, and expertise
that 15 valued by our Cornmonwealth and essential to our nation’s sccunity.

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the western and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendaton to close the
Red Ruver Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the
closwre of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Army Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher mikhitary value. '

We thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necessary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation’s defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process. :
' ,: : i Sincere]y ;
Rick Santorum Arlen Specter

Unifed States Senate United States Senate

' )
Edward G. Rendell

Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

BRAC Comﬁu’ssion

General James T. Hill AUG 19 2005

Commissioner ‘ Received
2005 Defense Base Closure and Reahgnment Commission

2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

August 19, 2005

Dear Commissioner Hill:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would: like to take this opponumty to, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantxally deviated from the BRAC cnteria in their
rccomrncndanons

The Pittsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Station (ARS), hosi to the 91 1" Airlift Wing,

was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was witnessed by General Lloyd Nevwton duriﬁg his site visitto .-
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the S1 1* Airlift Wing can host *
13 C-130 aircraft. Further, under the cuirent Memorandum of Agreement between the Air Forcé
and the Pittsburgh International ‘Airport, the 911" Alrhﬂ Wing can host 7 additional C-130 !
aircraft, for a total of 20 C—130 aircraft. ; A

Because 1t refused to acknowledge this avaxlablc land, the Department of Defense’s evaluation of
the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DeD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pinsburgh, the
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be sipnificantly hxgher thus
improving the installation's ranking among similar bases.

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This mstallatxpn, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air Nat:onal Guard, is a truly joint base, :
However, DoD's analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASIRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its Jomtness Further, DoD’s analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
counsider future joint rmission capabilities of the msmllat)on
- In additjon to the jointness of NASIRB Willow Grove, this installatien’s sirategic location with
respect to homeland defense and homeland secunity prove that this installation is vital to our
national security. ‘
One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 11 1.“’ Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for deacnvanon by the Department of Defense. This unit
* of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard umt in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more roubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant General ever consented to the deactivation of; this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code. |

|
I

|
1
'
b
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 11 1" Fighter Wing is 2 violation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also cause the loss of manpovrer, training, and expertise
that is valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s security.

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the western and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued posilions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyharma Army Depot (TOAD) is onc that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Dcfense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain maore than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendatians are enacted. Closing the Red River Army Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value.

We thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necéssary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation's defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process.

. Sincerely, 2 '
* Rick Santomm : _ Arlen Specter éi

United States Senate Umled Slates Senate

MGM

Edward G. Rendell

Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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NAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

BRAC Commission

52
General Lloyd W. Newton ‘ AUG ! 2 05
Commissioner ‘ Received
2005 Defense Base Closure dnd Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street o
Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

August 19,2005

Dear Commissioner Newton:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you

. and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of

Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like to take this Opportumty to, once agam
highlight areas where DoD substantially dcvmted from the BRAC criteria in their
recommendations.

The Pittsburgh International Airport Air Rcscrve Station (ARS), host to the 911" Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as you personally witnessed during your site visit to Pittsburgh on
June 21, 2005, land currently owned and Jeased by the 911™ Airlift Wing can host 13 C-130

aircraft. Further, under the current, Mmérandum of Agreement between the Air Force and the .

Pittsburgh International Airport, the 91 1" Airlift Wing can host 7 additional C-130 aircraft, for a .-

total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Department of Defense’s evaluation of
the Pinsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted fof the total available land at Pittsburgh, the
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the installation’s ranking among similar bases.

In southeastem Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (INASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the WNavy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard, is a truly joint base.

However, DoD’s analysis of the installation appears to indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its jointness. Further, DoD's analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future joint mission capabilities of the insullation.

In addition to the jointmess of NASJRB Willow Grove, this installation’s strategic location with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this installation is vital to our
national security.

One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 111" Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the natior that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Govemor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant General cver consented to the deactivation of this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code. -

“l
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 111" Fighter Wing is a violation of the law,

but deactivating these personnel would also cause theloss of manpower, training, and expertise
that is valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s security,

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in! both the western and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer mlsswn.s' to thé Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whcle-harte'dly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the D artment of Defense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retam more|than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Amy Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consohdate mx=smns at LEAD and TOAD -

- installatons of higher military value. i

We thank you for your willingness to serve in this cap!acrry and make the difficult but necessary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation’s defense mf‘rastmctm ‘e. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Comm1sswners have provided to this

,r/; : i Sincerely, ~y _
Rick Szmlm‘um Arlen Specﬂer é !

United States Senate United Statés Senate

Edward G. Rendcll|'
* Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

b
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NAnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
BRAC Commission
August 19, 2005 .

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner AUG 1 9 2005

Commuissioner )

Received

2005 Defense Base Closure and Rcahgnment Commission
2521 South Clark Strect

- Suite 600
Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC)process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Cornmissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like t& take this opportunity ro, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their

recommendations.

The Pmsburgh International Airport Air Rcscwe Stanon (ARS), host to the 911* Airlift Wing,
was recommended for closure by DoD, cmng land constramts as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was witnessed by General Llloyd Ncuton during his site visit to
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, Jand currently owned and Ieased by the 911" Amrhﬂ Wing can host
13 C-130 aircraft. Further under the current Memorandum of Agreeinient between the Air Force
and the Pittsburgh International Airport, the 911* Airlift ng can host 7 additional C-130

aircraft; for a total of 20 C-~130 aircraft.

Because it refused 1o acknowledge this avallable land, the Dcpanmcnt of Defense's evaluation of
the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent stsxon Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pintsburgh, the -
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher; thus
improving the instajlation’s rankmg among similar bases. |

In southeastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (INASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closure by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard 15 & truly joint base. -
However, DoD's analysis of the installation appcars to mdxcate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its jointmess. Further, DoD’s analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future Jmnt mission capabilitics of the installation. ';
|

In addition to the jointness of NASJRB Wﬂ]ow Grove, this msml]anon § strategic location with
respect to homeland defense and homeland security prove that this mstallatlon is vital to our

national security. [
‘ |

{

One of the tenants of NASIRB Willow Grove, the 111 wahter ng of the Pennsylvania Air
Natjonal Guard, has been recommendcd for deactivation by ﬂhe Depariment of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard 1s the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
rccommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, nmlhcrhthe Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant General ever consented to the deactivation of this Air National Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code. f :
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 111" Fighter Wing is a violation 6f the law,

" but deactivating these personne] woiild also cause the loss of manpovrer, training, and expertise

that is valued by our Commmonwealth and essential to our nation’s secunity.

Though Pennsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the westem and southeastern regions
of the state if the Commission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Pennsylvania will gain many
valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

~ Thereis currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the

closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Acmy Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value.

We thank you for your wi]lihgncss to serve in this capacity and make the difficult but ﬁeccssary
decisious to improve and streamline our nation’s defense infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this
process.

Rick Santorum : Arlen Specter
United States Senate United States Senate

v ~ !
Edward G. Rendell

Govemor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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Wnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
BRAC Commissjgy,
August 19, 2005 . AUG 19 2005
Brigadier General Suc E. Tumer o - Receiveg
Commissioner

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Commissioner Tumer:

As the 2005 round of base realignment and closure (BRAC) process will soon conclude, and you
and your fellow Commissioners will soon begin your final deliberations on the Department of
Defense's (DoD) BRAC recommendations, we would like to take this opportunity to, once again,
highlight areas where DoD substantially deviated from the BRAC criteria in their

recommendanons

The Pmsburgh International Airport Air Reserve Stauon (ARS), host to the 911 Axrhﬂ ng
was recommended for closure by DoD, citing land constraints as the primary justification for its
recommendation. However, as was witnessed by General Lloyd Newton during his site visit to
Pittsburgh on June 21, 2005, land currently owned and leased by the 91 1Y Airlift Wing can host
13 C-130 ajrerafl. Further, under the current Mcmorandum of Apreement between the Air Force
and the Pittsburgh International Airport, the 911" Airlift Wing can host 7 additional C-130
aircraft, for a total of 20 C-130 aircraft.

Because it refused to acknowledge this available land, the Department of Defcnsc's evaluation'of
the Pittsburgh International Airport ARS and subsequent Mission Capability Index (MCI) score is
greatly undervalued. Had DoD rightly accounted for the total available land at Pittsburgh, the :
true MCI score for Pittsburgh International Airport ARS would be significantly higher, thus
improving the installation’s rankm £ among similar bascs.

In southcastern Pennsylvania, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base (NASJRB) Willow Grove
was recommended for closureé by DoD. This installation, host to the Navy, Marine Corps, Army
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, and Pennsylvania Air National Guard, is a truly joint basc.

However, DoD's analysis of the installation appears 1o indicate that NASJRB Willow Grove was
penalized for its joinmess. Further, DoD's analysis of NASJRB Willow Grove did not adequately
consider future joint mission capabilities of the installation.

In addition to the jointness of NASJRB Willow Grove, this installation’s strategic location with
respect to homcland defense and homeland security prove that this installation is vital 1o our
national security.

One of the tenants of NASJRB Willow Grove, the 111" Fighter Wing of the Pennsylvania Air
National Guard, has been recommended for deactivation by the Department of Defense. This unit
of the Air National Guard is the only National Guard unit in the nation that has been
recommended for deactivation. Even more troubling, neither the Governor nor Pennsylvania’s
Adjutant General ever consented to the deactivation of this Air Natiorial Guard unit, which we
believe is a violation of Title 32, United States Code.
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Not only do we believe that the deactivation of the 111" Fighter Wing is a viclation of the law,
but deactivating these personnel would also cause the loss of manpovver, training, and expertise
that is valued by our Commonwealth and essential to our nation’s security.

Though Pexmsylvania stands to lose many positions in both the western and southeastern regions
of the state if the Cornmission accepts DoD’s recommendations, Permsylvania will gain many

" valued positions at two Army depots. The Department of Defense’s recommendation to close the
Red River Army Depot in Texas and transfer missions to the Letterkenny Army Depot (LEAD)
and the Tobyhanna Army Depot (TOAD) is one that we whole-heartedly support.

There is currently excess depot capacity within the Department of Defense. In fact, even with the
closure of the Red River Army Depot, DoD will retain more than sufficient capacity after the
2005 BRAC recommendations are enacted. Closing the Red River Army Depot will allow the
Department of Defense to reduce excess capacity and consolidate missions at LEAD and TOAD -
- installations of higher military value.

. We thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity and make the difficult but necessary
decisions to improve and streamline our nation’s defensc infrastructure. We appreciate the hard
work and dedication that you and your fellow BRAC Commissioners have provided to this

process. ,
,; : ; - Sincerely,
Rick Santorum Arlen Specter !
United States Senate United States Senate

Edward G. Rendell

Govemnor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania




