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Dear Commissioner Hill, 

Michael J. Cannon 
PO Box 64 
5 14 Meetinghouse Rd. 
Wells, Me. 04090 

I am a retired Portsmouth Naval Shipyard civil serva&MjWhy six year career started as a cold war era 
submarine sailor, I sought post Navy employment at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because of my love of our 
country and of submarines and of the outstanding reputation that Portsmouth enjoyed amongst submariners. 
All submarinm wanted assignment to a Portsmouth built or overhauled "boat". For the last eight years of 
my service, 1 was the Production Resources Officer at Portsmouth. I can attest that the quality reputation 
has grown and is even more deserving, today than in those earlier years. In that position, I enjoyed directing 
the approximate 2000 production person workforce. I had numerous opportunities to visit the other public 
and private shipyards, to review and to implement production process improvements. Portsmouth workers 
and their outstanding performance improvement, work ethic are unmatched in this nation. The loss of those 
workers and their culture would be an irreversible and terrible loss to our nations' defense. 

I have read and listened to the DOD determinations of military value and infrastructure capacity with 
dismay. In the position that I held, I was responsible to maintain a workforce that was affordable for the 
workload assigned to Portsmouth. In each of the last eight years the resultant workload was as much as 
twenty percent higher than the Navy predicted. That excess workload fell on the backs of our dedicated 
workers to achieve. They did that and more. In times of need, our workers unselfishly gave of themselves 
to support our Nation, including long periods of assignment to other public and private shipyards and 
deployment sites. I recall periods when forty percent of our workforce was assigned away from home, not 
because of a lack of organic work, but because the nations' priority was for ships elsewhere. On the other 
hand, I have seen an unwillingness to accomplish the same at other public yards and an inability to direct 
that at the private shipyards. 

You have seen the numbers, unquestionably Portsmouth Naval Shipyard saves the nation millions of 
dollars yearly, they return unmatched numbers of operating months to the Fleet, the quality submarine 
perfmance keeps our sailors safe from harm and this all happens at the safest shipyard in the nation. I am 
most amazed at the continuing, great attitude and morale of our shipyard workforce; as we proceed through 
this very stressing BRAC process. (h workers truly believe you and the other commissioners will 
recognize their performance. They know that they are doing the right thing and cannot comprehend a 
scenario that their nation leading psformance could be rewarded with a closure order. Commissioner, it 
would send a terrible message to this nation, if exceptional perfmance was ignored. That has never been 
our country's legacy and never should it be. This will be a final decision, if closed; Portsmouth can never 
wme back. The commission has an awesome responsibility that I know you take with the utmost 
seriousness. I, like the shipyard wc~rkers, know you will come to the right decision. 
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July 20,2005 

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi - Chairman 
Defense Base Closure and R-ealignment Commission 
252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Chairman Principi, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as  the surrounding communities. 

1 .) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over LOO miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



July 20,2005 

General Lloyd W. Newton, USAF(Ret) 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Newton, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 20,2005 

The Honorable Samuel K. Skinner 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Slxile 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

The Closing of the Portsnlouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best intelrest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 



July 20,2005 

General James T. Hill, USA(l<et) 
Defense Base Closure and R.ealignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hill, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N.S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact that P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 



19 Cote Drive 

Dover, NH 03820 

July 29,2005 

Commissioner Harold W. Gehman Jr. 

BRAC Commission 

252 1 South Clark Street, Suite 600 

Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner; 

First, I want to sincerely thank you for your service on the BRAC Commission. 

From the televised hearings and other reports, it is obvious you have spent many long 

hours on a dificult (and some might say, thankless) job. 

I do want to encourage you to vote to remove Portsmouth Naval Shipyard from 

the closure list. I am less concerned about myself (I'm nearing retirement) then I am 

about the ability of the United States to defend itself in the future. While the physical 

assets of PNS could be replicaied elsewhere, the great expense involved would eliminate 

ariy apparent savings. What would be irretrievably lost is Portsmouth's unique spirit and 

culture of support for the submarine force of the US Navy. Please do not vote for 

monetary "savingsq' today that will preclude the deployment and maintenance of an 

adequate submarine force 10 to 20 years in the future. 

Thank you again for your independent consideration of this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Gordon Sullivan 



AUG 0 8 2005 

Michael J. Cannon 
PO Box 64 
5 14 Meetinghouse Rd. 
Wells, Me. 04090 

%ecelyed 
Dear Commissioner Turner, 

I am a retired Portsmouth Naval shipyard civil servant. My thirty six year career started as a cold war era 
submarine sailor, I sought post Navy employment at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because of my love of our 
country and of submarines and of the outstanding reputation that Portsmouth enjoyed amongst submariners. 
All submariners wanted assignment to a Portsmouth built or overhauled "boat". For the last eight years of 
my service, I was the Production Resources Officer at Portsmouth. I can attest that the quality reputation 
has grown and is even more deserving today than in those earlier years. In that position, I enjoyed directing 
the approximate 2000 production ptrson workforce. I had numerous opportunities to visit the other public 
and private shipyards, to review and to implement production process improvements. Portsmouth workers 
and their outstanding performance improvement, work ethic are unmatched in this nation. The loss of those 
workers and their culture would be ian irreversible and terrible loss to our nations' defense. 

I have read and listened to the DOT) determinations of military value and infrastructure capacity with 
dismay. In the position that I held, I was responsible to maintain a workforce that was affordable for the 
workload assigned to Portsmouth. In each of the last eight years the resultant workload was as much as 
twenty percent higher than the Navy predicted. That excess workload fell on the backs of our dedicated 
workers to achieve. They did that and more. In times of need, our workers unselfishly gave of themselves 
to support our Nation, including long periods of assignment to other public and private shipyards and , 
deployment sites. I recall periods when forty percent of our workforce was assigned away 6om home, not , 
because of a lack of organic work, but because the nations' priority was for ships elsewhere. On the other 
hand, I have seen an unwillingness to accomplish the same at other public yards and an inability to direct 
that at the private shipyards. 

You have seen the numbers, unquestionably Portsmouth Naval Shipyard saves the nation millions of 
dollars yearly, they return unmatched numbers of operating months to the Fleet, the quality submarine 
performance keeps our sailors safe fiom harm and this all happens at the safest shipyard in the nation. I am 
most amazed at the continuing, great attitude and morale of our shipyard workforce; as we proceed through 
this very stressing BRAC process. Our workers truly believe you and the other commissioners will 
recognize their performance. They know that they are doing the right thing and cannot comprehend a 
scenario that their nation leading perfcmance could be rewarded with a closure order. Commissioner, it 
would send a terrible message to this nation, if exceptional performance was ignored. That has never been 
our country's legacy and never should it be. This will be a final decision, if closed; Portsmouth can never 
come back. The commission has an awesome responsibility that I h o w  you take with the utmost 
seriousness. I, like the shipyard workers, know you will come to the right decision. 



AUG Q 8 2005 Michael J. Cannon 
PO Box 64 
5 14 Meetinghouse Rd. 
Wells, Me. 04090 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

I am a retired Portsmouth Naval Shipyard civil servant. My thirty six year career started as a cold war era 
submarine sailor, I sought post Navy employment at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because of my love of our 
country and of submarines and of the outstanding reputation that Portsmouth enjoyed amongst submariners. 
All submariners wanted assignment to a Portsmouth built or overhauled "boat". For the last eight years of 
my service, I was the Production Resources Officer at Portsmouth. I can attest that the quality reputation 
has grown and is even more deserving today than in those earlier years. In that position, I enjoyed directing 
the approximate 2000 production person workforce. I had numerous opportunities to visit the other public 
and private shipyards, to review and to implement production process improvements. Portsmouth workers 
and their outstanding performance improvement, work ethic are unmatched in this nation. The loss of those 
workers and their culture would be ;an irreversible and terrible loss to our nations' defense. 

I have read and listened to the DO11 determinations of military value and inhstrudure capacity with 
dismay. In the position that I held, I was responsible to maintain a workforce that was affordable for the 
workload assigned to Portsmouth. In each of the last eight years the resultant workload was as much as 
twenty percent higher than the Navy predicted. That excess workload fell on the backs of our dedicated 
workers to achieve. They did that and more. In times of need, our workers unselfishly gave of themselves 
to support our Nation, including long periods of assignment to other public and private shipyards and 
deployment sites. I recall periods when forty percent of our workforce was assigned away fiom home, not 
because of a lack of organic work, but because the nations' priority was for ships elsewhere. On the other 
hand, I have seen an unwillingness 1.0 accomplish the same at other public yards and an inability to direct 
that at the private shipyards. 

ZLIi - - 

You have seen the numbers, unquestionably Portsmouth Naval Shipyard saves the nation millions of 
dollars yearly, they return unmatched numbers of operating months to the Fleet, the quality submarine 
performance keeps our sailors safe from harm and this all happens at the safest shipyard in the nation. I am 
most amazed at the continuing, great attitude and morale of our shipyard workforce; as we proceed through 
this very stressing BRAC process. Our workers truly believe you and the other commissioners will 
recognize their performance. They know that they are doing the right thing and cannot comprehend a 
scenario that their nation leading perfixmance could be rewarded with a closure order. Commissioner, it 
would send a terrible message to this nation, if exceptional performance was ignored. That has never been 
our country's legacy and never should it be. This will be a final decision, if closed; Portsmouth can never 
come back. The commission has an awesome responsibility that I know you take with the utmost 
seriousness. I, like the shipyard workers, know you will come to the right decision. 



Michael J. Cannon 
PO Box 64 
5 14 Meetinghouse Rd. 
Wells, Me. 04090 

 ear bornmissioner Gehman, 

I am a retired Portsmouth Naval Shipyard civil servant. My thirty six year career started as a cold war era 
submarine sailor, I sought post Navy employment at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard because of my love of our 
country and of submarines and of the outstanding reputation that Portsmouth enjoyed amongst submariners. 
All submariners wanted assignment to a Portsmouth built or overhauled "boat". For the last eight years of 
my service, I was the Production Resources Officer at Portsmouth. I can attest that the quality reputation 
has grown and is even more deserving today than in those earlier years. In that position, I enjoyed directing 
the approximate 2000 production ptxson workforce. I had numerous opportunities to visit the other public 
and private shipyards, to review and to implement production process improvements. Portsmouth workers 
and their outstanding performance improvement, work ethic are unmatched in this nation. The loss of those 
workers and their culture would be ,an irreversible and terrible loss to our nations' defense. 

I have read and listened to the DO11 determinations of military value and infrastructure capacity with 
dismay. In the position that I held, I was responsible to maintain a workforce that was affordable for the 
workload assigned to Portsmouth. In each of the last eight years the resultant workload was as much as 
twenty percent higher than the Navy predicted. That excess workload fell on the backs of our dedicated 
workers to achieve. They did that and more. In times of need, our workers unselfishly gave of themselves 
to support our Nation, including long periods of assignment to other public and private shipyards and 
deployment sites. I recall periods when forty percent of our workforce was assigned away &om home, not 
because of a lack of organic work, but because the natims' priority was for ships elsewhere. On the other 
hand, I have seen an unwillingness 1.0 accomplish the same at other public yards and an inability to direct 
that at the private shipyards. 

You have seen the numbers, unquestionably Portsmouth Naval Shipyard saves the nation millions of 
dollars yearly, they return unmatched numbers of operating months to the Fleet, the quality submarine 
performance keeps our sailors safe from harm and this all happens at the safest shipyard in the nation. I am 
most amazed at the continuing, great attitude and morale of our shipyard workforce; as we proceed through 
this very stressing BRAC process. Our workers truly believe you and the other commissioners will 
recognize their performance. They know that they are doing the right thing and cannot comprehend a 
scenario that their nation leading performance could be rewarded with a closure order. Commissioner, it 
would send a terrible message to this nation, if exceptional performance was ignored. That has never been 
our country's legacy and never should it be. This will be a final decision, if closed; Portsmouth can never 
come back. The commission has an awesome responsibility that I know you take with the utmost 
seriousness. I, like the shipyard workers, know you will come to the right decision. 

t Mi ael Cannon 



The Honorable James V. Hansen 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

The Closing of the Portsmouth Naval Ship Yard would have a devastating effect on 
both the Department of Defense as well as the surrounding communities. 

1.) D.O.D. would suffer the loss of the best Shipyard 
in the Country. P.N:S.Y. is the leader in performance, 
cost, schedule, quality and safety. Closing the Shipyard 
would result in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars 
associated with superior performance. 

The fact thiit P.N.S.Y. is a licensed Naval Nuclear 
Facility is also of concern. Once a Naval Nuclear Facility 
is closed, it is virtually impossible to reverse, not to 
mention the loss of dry dock space and the cost of replacing 
them. 

2.) The surrounding communities would be affected for a 
radius of over 100 miles. Not only the more than 4,000 
Shipyard workers, but all the area merchants and businesses 
the Shipyard workers support. 

Our region is already troubled and closing P.N.S.Y. 
would send our region in an economic tail spin. This is not 
in the best interest of our Country and not fair to the residents 
of New England. 

b 

We thank the Department of the Navy for recognizing us in the form of a medal, 
however we don't wish to be thanked by pinning a medal on our chest and being 
forgotten. We wish to be thanked by allowing us to continue performing the superior 
work we have become so well known for in the industry. 

Thank You, 

b**&* 0 1 4  R*XPrrl 



We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the&@qq$h Naval Shipyard. It is a 
hcility accomplishing work that is vital to the security of this region and this country. In addition, it is a cornerstone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities-For more than 200 years the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has served this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique source of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you SAVE OUR SHIPYARD! 

Name - 

Send to: Base Rkalignment and Closure Commission, 2521 South Clark St., Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22202. 
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SAVE OUR SHIPYARD PETITION 
AUG 0 8 2005 

We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. It is a 
hility accompl$hing work that is vitd the security of this region and this country-wn, it is a cornerstone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities. For more than 200 years the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has served this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique some of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you SAVE OUR SHIPYARD! 

Send to: Base Realignment and Closure Commission, 2521 South Clark St., Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22202. 



SAVE OUR SHIPYARD PETITION 
AUG o 8 i u ~ 3  

We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. It is a 
facility accomplishing work that is vital to the security of this region and this country. In additio&&&w@merstone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities. For more than 200 years the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has served this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique source of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you SAVE OUR SHIPYARD! 

Send to: Base Realigmnent and CIosute Commission, 2521 South Clark St., Suite 600, Arlington, VA 22202. 



AUG 0 8 Llr(r3 
SAVE OUR SHIPYARD PETITION Becer veo 
We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. It is a 
facility accomplishing work that is vital to the security of this region and this country. In addition, it is a cornerstone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities. For more than 200 years the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has served this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique source of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you S;AVE OUR SHIPYARD! 

Address 

sure Commission, 2521 So 



'rom TEDOLSONSHOMEFAX 

Sr~urh Clark St.: St~itc hO1ll Arlington, Y A  22262. 



SAVE OUR SHIPYARD PETlTlON AUG Q 8 2Uo5 
We, the undersigned citizens, are deeply concerned about the future of the P o r t e & I W v a l  Shipyard. It is a 
facility accomplishing work that is vital to the security of this region and this country. In addition, it is a cornerstone 
of the economic wellbeing of many surrounding communities. For more than 200 years the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard has sewed this country. In the centennial year of the Treaty of Portsmouth, negotiated and signed at the 
shipyard, we entreat your support to maintain and build on this unique source of strength that is a distinguished part 
of our heritage. We request that you SAVE OUR SHIPYARD! 



Dear Commissioner Coyle, 

My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sorrwtimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-11 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



AUG 3 2005 
Dear Commissioner Gehman. Jr.. 

My name is Meagan Beckrt. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-11 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



BRAC Commission 

AUG 0 8 
August 2,2005 

Dear Commissioner Hill, Rece~vedi 

My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here liefore them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-1 1 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with militaly forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



BRA(" Commission August 2,2005 

Dear Commissioner Turner, AeiS u . LUUS 

8eceived 
My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 

Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
1 think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-11 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



AUG 0 8 August 2,2005 

Dear Chairman Principi, hiece~vec 

.* 

My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-11 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 

%a 



August 2,2005 
AUG a 8 20h 

Dear Commissioner Bilbray, rtcecelved 

My name is Meagan Beck& I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt thi3t you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-1 1 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 

& 5FLafL4 



August 2,2005 
bieceavef3 

Dear Commissioner Skinner, 

My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
county. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It  is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this county. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-1 1 our county was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



Dear Commissioner Hansen, 

My name is Meagan Beckert. 1 am 13 yearn old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwaod Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt thtat you can find any shipyard that can do what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their fam.ilies have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what all of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-11 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 

& %& 



August 2,2005 
~l;; (1 8 2005 

Dear Commissioner Newton, kiecwu ( d r 1  

My name is Meagan Beckert. I am 13 years old and live in Eliot, 
Maine. I attend Marshwood Junior High School. My dad Stephen 
Beckert works at the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard. 

Closing the Portsmouth Navel Shipyard just may be the biggest 
mistake that you can make. I am not one of those people that will tell 
you that the yard is to old too close. I will go straight to the facts. Closing 
Portsmouth means that you will lose one of the greatest yards in the 
country. I also doubt that you can find any shipyard that can do  what 
we can do. The people who work here at Portsmouth do not just have 
the skills to work here. It is also in their blood, and by that I mean that 
generations of their families have worked here before them. Portsmouth 
also does quality work on time and for a cheaper price. 

To me it seems like all of the big officials in Washington D.C. only 
think about what will help this country. But don't get me wrong because 
I think that is great. Sometimes it seems like they get carried away. Did 
anyone ever stop and think of what a1 of the smaller towns and cities 
would have to go through if you end up closing Portsmouth. Or even 
what the families would go through. 

After 9-1 1 our country was on high alert and bases were armed 
with military forces (or at least Portsmouth was). That shows me that our 
country needed every single base and now you want to get rid of some 
of them. To me that is crazy, especially after the bombings that 
happened in London. I will leave you with one question. If you do close 
Portsmouth what defense will the East Coast have? 

Sincerely, 



s'' 

June 12,2005 

Anthony Principi, BRAC Commission Chairman 
Polk Building, Suites 600 and 625 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA. 22202 

' ' ! ( ~ m n l l r ~ , , ~ ,  

AUG 0 8 2005 
-%ecelved 

Dear Mr. Principi, 

I am writing to express my outrage in placing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on the Defense Base 
Closure list. I understand the bulk of our nuclear powered fast attack submarine force is comprised of Los 
Angeles Class Submarines. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has distinguished itself as the leader in 
establishing cost and schedule performance records for Los Angeles Class Submarine overhauls and 
refuelings. 

The performance of the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has surpassed all other public and privately owned 
facilities by continually providing submarines back to the fleet below cost and ahead ~f schedule. 

I recently read a Meritorious Unit Commendation from Admiral Vern Clark, Chief oftNaval Operations. 
The citation was dated May 12 2005 to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and read as fdllows: 

"For meritorious service from 11 September 2001 to 30 August 2004. The personnel of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and tenant activities consistently and superbly performed their mission while establishing 
a phenomenal record of cost, schedule, quality and safety performance. The Shipyard embraced the One 
Shipyard Initiative and is leading the transformation of our Navy's nuclear ship maintienance base through 
innovation and the application of Lean industrial practices. Portsmouth Naval Shipywd personnel 
established new performance levels for submarine maintenance, modernization, and overhaul work by 
producing business results that are the benchmark among public and private sector nublear shipyards. The 
Shipyard completed six major submarine availabilities early, exceeded Net Operating Result financial 
goals, reduced injuries by more than 50 percent and exceeded the Secretary of Defensb's Fiscal Year 2006 
Stretch Goal for lost workday compensation rates two years early. Naval Shipyard Pdrtsmouth's 
extraordinary performance is translating into increased U.S. Submarine Fleet readinesb. By their 
unrelenting determination, perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers, dnlisted personnel, 
and civilian employees of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth reflected credit upon themselvds and upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service" 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is saving us "the taxpayers" money and provides a superior product back 
to the submarine fleet ahead of schedule. Why would anyone even consider closing a facility with this 
type of record! 

As Admiral Vern Clark stated Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the "benchmark among public and private 
sector nuclear shipyards". The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a facility that has demonstrated time and 
time again that it can perform its assigned duties while setting cost and schedule performance records in 
the defense of this country. 

Please, do not allow this facility to get caught up in a politically incorrect decision for closure. Review 
the performance data and recommend the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard remain open to continue to support 
the defense of our country. 

Respectfully, 

&-*LA 
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June 12,2005 
'fit?(: ' o~nm,y~, , , ,  

BRAC Commission 
Polk Building, Suite 600 AUG 6 b 2005 
2521 South Clark Street 
Arlington, VA. 22202 k!ceaved 

* 
Dear Sirs, 

I am writing to express my outrage in placing the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on the Defense Base 
Closure list. I understand the bulk of our nuclear powered fast attack submarine force is comprised of Los 
Angeles Class Submarines. The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has distinguished itself as the leader in 
establishing cost and schedule perfomance records for Los Angeles Class Submarine overhauls and 
rehelings. 

The performance of the Portsmouth :Naval Shipyard has surpassed all other public and privately owned 
facilities by continually providing submarines back to the fleet below cost and ahead of schedule. 

I recently read a Meritorious Unit Commendation from Admiral Vern Clark, Chief of Naval Operations. 
The citation was dated May 12 2005 to the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and read as follows: 

"For meritorious service from 1 1 September 2001 to 30 August 2004. The personnel of Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard and tenant activities consistently and superbly performed their mission while establishing 
a phenomenal record of cost, schedule, quality and safety performance. The Shipyard embraced the One 
Shipyard Initiative and is leading the transformation of our Navy's nuclear ship maintenance base through 
innovation and the application of Lean industrial practices. Portsmouth Naval Shipyard personnel 
established new performance levels for submarine maintenance, modernization, and overhaul work by 
producing business results that are the benchmark among public and private sector nuclear shipyards. The 
Shipyard completed six major submarine availabilities early, exceeded Net Operating Result financial 
goals, reduced injuries by more than 50 percent and exceeded the Secretary of Defense's Fiscal Year 2006 
Stretch Goal for lost workday compensation rates two years early. Naval Shipyard Portsmouth's 
extraordinary performance is translating into increased U.S. Submarine Fleet readiness. By their 
unrelenting determination, perseverance, and steadfast devotion to duty, the officers, enlisted personnel, 
and civilian employees of Naval Shipyard Portsmouth reflected credit upon themselves and upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service" 

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is saving us "the taxpayers" money and provides a superior product back 
to the submarine fleet ahead of schedule. Why would anyone even consider closing a facility with this 
type of record! 

As Admiral Vern Clark stated Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is the "benchmark among public and private 
sector nuclear shipyards". The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard is a facility that has demonstrated time and 
time again that it can perform its assigned duties while setting cost and schedule performance records in 
the defense of this country. 

Please, do not allow this facility to get caught up in a politically incorrect decision for closure. Review 
the performance data and recommend the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard remain open to continue to support 
the defense of our country. 

Respectfully, 
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The drawbridge to Portsmouth, New Hampsh~re 
from K~ttery, Mame 
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