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Greetings and salutations and good morning Chairman Principi,
Commissioners Bilbray, Newton, and Turner. I am Commissioner Robert Vinson
Brannum, a District of Columbia resident in Ward 5 and the historic Bloomingdale
neighborhood. I am also a proud District of Columbia veteran and a retired
member of the United States Air Force. As a locally elected official and concerned
member of my community, I welcome the opportunity to join Mayor Anthony
Williams, DC Councilmembers Adrian Fenty and Marion Barry to ask the
Commission to maintain the current force alignment and personnel strength of
Bolling Air Force Base, Naval District of Washington, and Walter Reed Army
Medical Center.

The proposed base realignments will not offer any significant or value added
savings to the Department of Defense overall budget. According to the General
Accountability Office “the magnitude of savings is uncertain.” And the planned
savings from streamlining business processes cannot be validated. However, the
negative impact to the local economy and neighborhood stability will be enormous.
More significantly, the “special oversight” relationship of the Congress into the
municipal affairs of the District of Columbia does not afford to District residents
great confidence of any local use for these military sites, if they transferred to the

District of Columbia.

Bolling Air Force Base and Walter Reed Army Medical Center have a clear
and present military value to this nation and to the District of Columbia. If there is
any under utilization of Bolling Air Force Base and Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, it is because many of its personnel have been redirected to support the
varied military operations around the world. All of us support the men and women

of our nation’s military.



The availability and use of these installations to support all of our active
duty, National Guard, reserve force members, military retirees, veterans, and
America’s overall homeland security strategy will be seriously compromised if this
realignment plan is approved. These military installations currently have a
significant and vital function in the operational readiness of the total force policy
of the Department of Defense which include training and readiness. They each
have potential for growth to expand and enhance America’s war fighting capacity.

Due to the special relationship between the District of Columbia and the
federal government, District officials must coordinate with its federal partners for
long term land use and comprehensive planning. The historically structured
city/federal legislative/appropriations relationship and the inability of the District
of Columbia to act under the principle of “states rights” has clearly been

overlooked or ignored by the department of Defense.

The economic and community impact on the quality of life in the immediate
areas of Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Bolling Air Force Base and across
the District of Columbia have not been fully thoughtout and considered. Just as the
closing of Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House and the closing of
streets around the Capitol and congressional office buildings have caused
considerable inconvenience to business and hardship to residents of the District of

Columbia, so too will this realignment.

I urge the Commission to reconsider the Department of Defense’s proposals.
I also recommend the Commission not only to visit Walter Army Medical Center,
but also to tour 16™ Street and Georgia Avenue. I urge the Commission not only to

visit Bolling Air Force Base, but also to visualize a new South Capitol Street



Douglas Bridge, Anacostia Waterfront, subway/rail station, and a new baseball
stadium. And when you visit Walter Reed Army Medical Center, stop by the
United States Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home off North Capitol Street, NW and talk
with those who served in nation’s military and need the services provided by
Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Bolling Air Force Base. And when you
visit Bolling Air Force Base stop by Ballou High School where many military
service men and women volunteer to provide guidance and mentoring. These
human encounters alone demonstrate the importance of maintaining these

installations.

The Department of Defense views this as just about routine military
realignment and defense cost effectiveness. The Department of Defense is missing
an essential element. This is also about preserving hope and saving lives. This is
also about what we value and seek to preserve as a people, as a community, and as
a nation. Aren’t these important parts of America’s national defense and homeland

security strategy? I think so.

Thank you for your time.
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