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Letters to the Editor 
- 

Date: 2005105126 Thu PM O8:53: 14 PDT 
To: <sfalcone@rgi .corn> 
Subject: Nevada needs our Air National Guard 

From: Colonel (Retired-NVANG) Chris Anastassatos 
Thirty seven year?s of service in the Nevada Air National Guard 

May 26,2005 

l/Letter to the Editor 

I1 Nevada needs our Air National Guard 

The Nevada Air National Guard has been selected by the National 
Base Closure Committee to close our C- 130 Flying Wing in Reno. 
This proposed closure and loss of all eight C-130s must be stopped! 

The Guard provides service to our nation and to the State of Nevada. 
We are all very familiar with the service to our nation by the Nevada 
Air Guard since it has been called to active duty for the Korean War, 
Vietnam, Pueblo Ship Crisis, Operation Desert Storm and the current 
Iraq War. They have performed brilliantly, and yet, due to politics we 
are losing this outstanding Nevada military unit and State resource. 

Today, I want to write about the Guard?s service to our State. The 
State Guard mission is to protect the lives and property of the 
Nevadans, both citizens and visitors, in time of emergency, disorder or 
disaster. The Air National Guard provides our Governor with the 
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resources to respond to these natural or man-made disasters and any 
other State emergencies. The Guard provides support for floods, 
wildfires, riots and any other disasters. 

The ?Highrollers? flew many missions during the 1997 floods, plus, lei 
us not forget the 1955,1965 and 1986 floods. Who is the Governor 
going to call when we have wildfires, floods, riots or any other state 
emergency? The Department of Defense is taking the  governor?^ state 
militia and stopping his ability to react and stabilize emergency 
situations in Nevada. 

The Nevada Air National Guard has trained and provided thousands of 
young men and women to respond to the  governor?^ call. The Guard 
members use their military training to respond to State emergencies 
and they use these talents at their civilian job in our communities. The 
Nevada National Guard has an economic impact of $174,7 16,M 1 in 
our Nevada cities and economies. The citizen soldiers of Nevada, 
have, since 1948, provided a professional military force know around 
the world. 

The closure of the Nevada Air National Guard C-130 unit will mean 
more than 500 Nevadans will not have their jobs, their families will 
suffer through unemployment and other stressful situations! We must 
save the Guard and provide our Governor with the resources to protect 
life, property and to preserve peace, order and public safety in the 
State of Nevada. Tell your Congressional delegation and the 
Department of Defense that we need the Nevada Air National Guard?s 
152nd Airlift Wing! 




