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Dear Sirs,

T am*writing-to express-utmost- concern over-the:2005 Base. Realignment and Closure re_qgmmendatmn to
decimate the Nevada Air National Guard and relocate the C-130 aircraft to'another state. :

If the BRAC recommendations are implemented, there wouldn't be a one large airlift available for
transporting emergency personnel and equipment around the state. Our governor can call up Guardsmen
any time he sees a necessity. As you probably know, only after a Presidential disaster declaration can
active duty resources help out a state in crisis. This can take days after an event has occurred and
anythlng other than immediate help is too little, too late. Recent wildfires in northern Nevada, flooding
in southern Nevada, and anthrax scares in Elko and Reno only underscore the importance of retaining all
Air Guard assets iri Nevada' ~ TGN e . :

Our state is geographically too large and too w1despread to go without 1mmed1ate anrllft capablhty and I
believe if these assets are lost, Nevadans could be put in grave danger unnecessarily.

" As an incident commander and the Fire Chief of the second largest department in:the State.of Nevada
covering over 6,000 square miles, I find the loss of these resources extremely disturbing. ‘The Civilian
Mission that the Nevada Air Guard provides is critical to our state. We are isolated by extreme.

topography that would require the C-130s to bring our needed help in the forms of equipment,
manpower and technology The C-130 aircraft perform extremely valuable missions to the people of

Nevada and in a post-9/11 world; homeland security is one of my top priorities. The C-130s and the

€ eneneed aitmen who; ﬂy, mamtam, and- equrpéthem as an. au'hﬁ ﬁreﬁghtmg, ‘and camera system asset
ver State cannot afford to lose.’As a Fire Chief, Citizen, and "onelwho is-entiist ‘the public;™
Safety, I promise you a fight for one of our state's most important assets _




