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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
28 May 03

-

MEMORANDUM FOR AF
FROM: SAF/IEB
SUBJECT: Request for Support — Historical Basis for CONUS AF Basing Strategy

Request your staff support, along potentially with the Air Force Historical Research
Agency and the MAJCOM/HOs, to prepare a detailed historical summary on subject topic.

The Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations, Environment and Logistics is
responsible for leading the FY 05 Air Force Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC 2005)
process. Our BRAC 2005 analysis must be fundamentally underpinned with the rationale why
the CONUS AF installations are located where they are across the Nation. I am not familiar with
a single doctrinal or historical document which defines Air Force Basing strategy. Hence, the
reason for my request.

Some of the research questions that should be answered are:

* What is the basis for locating the strategic offensive forces along the northern border
and along the center of the Nation? (This is probably the most documented area of
research.)

» [s there similar documentation for locating the mobility forces on both the East and
West Coasts?

» In asimilar vein, what is the historical documented rationale for locating the majority
of combat air forces along the East Coast?

»  While it’s well understood that our aircraft training bases’ locations were based on
good flying weather, is there historical documentation for why our non flying training
bases were also located in the South and

»  southwest? (Probably as an outcome of the divesture of flying training missions from
these bases, I suspect)

* What is the historical justification for the location of our logistic and product centers
locations? (Certainly the intuitive rationale for SMC close to the aerospace industry,
and ESC near MIT comes to mind)?

While it’s fairly easy to rationalize the logic to answer the above questions, what I am
looking for is the documented record. Since I am not familiar with a single documented record



on this topic, I am hoping that your effort would result in published historical record on this
subject.

A timely response would be a final draft quality document available for my use in the
November 2003 timeframe, with final publishing not later than May 2005. Should you deem the
subject of significant interest to host a conference of the subject experts, I could probably help
defray some of the expenses if it would directly support my request.

I can be reached at 703 697-2524 should you or your staff have questions.

-

MICHAEL A. AIMONE, P.E.
Deputy Assistant Secretary
(Basing & Infrastructure Analysis)

cc:
SAF/IE
AF/TL/XP



