
June 6,2005 

RECEIVED 
Retired Gen. Lloyd "Fig" Newton 
BRAC Commission 
2521 S. Clark Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Gen. Newton, 

We respect your desire to have our country's military in the best condition possible and at 
the same time to keep the cost to the tax payers of this country in portion. We, along 
with our fellow citizens of Eastern New Mexico, feel that keeping Cannon Air Force 
Base in Clovis, New Mexico open is in keeping with both your goals. 

We feel that if you will come and take a look for yourself that you will understand why 
we feel this way and that you will also come to the conclusion that closing this base 
would be a terrible loss of resources and an added burden to the tax payers of this country 
in relocating and providing elsewhere what is already available here. 

We are sure by now that others have pointed out that the available air space, the bombing 
range and our climate are great assets to the training and maintaining of our air forces, 
and that all these factors are not available together in many areas. 

We have lived in this area all our lives and have known many personally over the years 
who werelare connected with Cannon. We have been involved with civic and business 
organizations for the past forty years. We have witnessed and been involved in the 
support of Cannon Air Force Base. We have friends who, after leaving the air force, 
have chosen to remain here. They love living here and raising their families in our small 
communities where there is care and concern demonstrated in our neighborhoods, schools 
and churches. Some are now working at Cannon in civil service positions and are 
extremely saddened at the thought of having to move their families elsewhere. 

We would like to ask that you visit Cannon Air Force Base and the area personally 
before your final decision 1:o close Cannon is made. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Richard D. and Lyndell L. Hood 
1425 S. Ave. B 
Portales, NM 88 130 
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