
RICK SANTORUM 
PMMmtVAMA 

Admiil Vem Clark 
Chief of Naval Operittions 
Department of the Navy 
2000 Navy Pen tagon 
Washington, DC 20350-2000 

Dear Admital Clark: 

Febntary 25,2005 
BRAC Conimiss,on 

I unte today on b W f  of the men and ~worq~1 of oyr Navy who support our national security objectives 
and help defend the freedoms WG cherish Tl?e rnm and women tofour Na~y wd MatideCe based at 
imtalhtions such as Naval Air Statim Joirit Base ( N m )  Willow Cirove, P@@h ate key 
components of our natiollal seourity strate&. 

Byway of background, drilling reSerYis6 travel to UASJR,I Willow Qave fivm states such as New Ywk 
and Sot& Catolina' because of the d q u e  q b i l i t i e s  present at this insEdlation. NASJRB =fim Grove is 
geOgrapEcally positioned to suppod Yhc wid dq11op~n.f bf alrcfllft, ships and persbnhel on the eastern. 
seaboard. The ins@I1atian is a 20-minute flight fiom An&ms Air F m  Base, MD, a 40-minute flight'ft-QI~ 
Naval Ait Station h a ,  VA, and a 25minute flight from New York, New York. 

NMRB Willow Grove is ap installation u- by nat d y  the Navy and Marine Carps, but dsa the Army 
-me, Air Force Reserve and Pennsylvania AirHatiod hi@&mkkg Willow Grove a M e  joint 
insfalbtidn with raixct to military aplerarions, Amdng W fenants of ib is  installation art h e  913" Aittift 
Wing, Marine AircraA. Group 49 &&%G-49), P a d  Squadn,n 64 (W-64)+ Patrol Squadron 66 0, 
Flee€ bgsti ics 3upp-t Scpdroa 52 (VR-523, and tbe 11 1" Egbta Wing of the 3 P m a n i a  Air National 
Guard With regard to the Navy's preswce at tbis ht;illation, #here arc 373 officer assigned &Xhg 
reservists and 1,094 enlisted assigned reseFvists $0 VPa4 and e-66 at Naval Air Station Joiift Resrve 
Base Willow Grove. Additionally, thae are 234 CiWians ztssfgaed to this installation 

VP-64 and V@-# ufifiza P43C a i r 4  in the coadu&ofzheir missim .for tbeNavy. As y6u how, the 
Mawhas begun sttdyhg the implidons MI the Service associated avffh the declining aif&ajm.c scrvicc life of 
the P-3C fleet. Recc;nt correspoRdeace Sem&fyG&i6ir @@and notes &at ia&rtid@ P-3C aimaft 
will begia to be trimsfid Wea Acdve &d ~ese-nn: cmipaa&, including VP-64 and W-66 aireraff. 
That being said, 1 am infofmed that one Marine Corps and bee! Navy squadrons ccluld be ieeIoqted to 
NASIRB Willow (;rove in the even1 VP#'s & W&s 9-3C aircraft a+e retired. V'R-62 based at Naval 
Air Station BNnmvick, Maine, VR-53 based at Naval Air Facility Washington, Andrews Air Force W, 
MD, and VR-48 based at Naviil Air Facility Washington, Andrew Air Force Base, MD, are all ideal 
candidates t~ be located at NASJRE4 Willow Grove. Additionally, I am informed tbat the Marine Corps has 
considered movhig their C-9 squadron, currently based ait Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, Narth 
Carolina, to another Iocation. 

h addition to its prime location and its highly trained cadre of military persmel, NASJRl3 Willow Grove 
has a new Navy Mgt ,  an enlarged Navy Exchange, and a new high-serrurity gate and guard dog kennel. I 
would encourage you and others in the Navy's senior leadership to consider moving either a C-130 
squadron, a C-20G squadton or a G9 squadron to N A W  WiUm Grove in the very neat future. This 
installafion has been a valued asset to iw nation for over 60 years and bas played a key role in meeting our 
national seem-ty requirements. I urge the Navy to continue its much tdued commitment to this installation 
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and this community. 

Thank: you for your kind consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate; to contact me if1 can be of 
' additional assistance to you on this matter. 

United States Seoate 
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