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RUTGERS

Richard L. McCormick, President

August 9, 2005

The Honorable Anthony J. Principi

Chairman

2005 Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission
2521 South Clark St., Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Dear Chairman Principi:

As President of Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, I would like to add my
voice to those from my fellow New Jersey institutions in appealing the recommendation of the
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission to transfer the functions of CERDEC and
C4ISR Research and Development from Fort Monmouth, New Jersey to Aberdeen Proving
Ground in Maryland.

New Jersey has been the home to Fort Monmouth since 1917 which has led to a deep
connection between Fort Monmouth and the people and institutions of the State. Rutgers has
developed several collaborations with Fort Monmouth which have enormously benefited both
parties in advancing research, developing critical technologies and training a technologically
adept workforce capable of making the advances and creating the next generation of devices to
meet the challenges of the military and the nation in the 21* century. While Maryland has many
fine educational institutions, New Jersey’s institutions already have the right mix of educational
and research programs and the existing connections to address the needs of CECOM, CERDEC,
and C4ISR.

Rutgers is a public university with more than 50,000 students and more than 2600 full-
time faculty. In the academic year 2003-2004, Rutgers had 868 undergraduate students enrolled
in its communications program, 886 in the computer and information sciences program (648
undergrad/238 grad), 2,593 students enrolled in engineering (1,824 undergrad/769 grad), and 565
enrolled in the math program (294 undergrad/271 grad). In the same period, Rutgers conferred
3,654 advanced degrees. Of these, 92 were in computer and information sciences, 220 in
engineering, and 87 in math.

Rutgers faculty now bring into the university over $280 million in research awards and
contracts per year. With the growing research base, invention disclosures by faculty have
increased dramatically over the past several years. The university has an active and successful
technology transfer program with 25 licenses and options signed in FY2004 and $6.5 million in
total revenue reported in FY2004. Rutgers is also actively involved in economic development
through its participation in more than 40 start-up companies in the last several years and its
creation and maintenance of Rutgers Technology Centers I and II to incubate startup companies
or entrepreneurial programs associated with the university. All of these factors contribute to a
highly skilled workforce and contractor base and a larger number of professional scientific and
technical workers from which Fort Monmouth can draw to fulfill its mission.
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The extent of Fort Monmouth’s involvement with Rutgers research and education
mission is illustrated by its relationship with Rutgers’ Center for Advanced Information
Processing (CAIP). Various research directorates of Fort Monmouth have been members of the
Industrial Advisory Board for CAIP for over 15 years. Through this interaction, Fort Monmouth
participates in reviewing CAIP research and performance, advises faculty and students on the
military applications of their research, and also provides updates on the research being performed
at Fort Monmouth. Researchers from Fort Monmouth regularly attend CAIP’s ongoing weekly
colloquium series and participate in CAIP’s Annual Research Review program. In addition, Fort
Monmouth engineers periodically visit CAIP laboratories to discuss and explore new
collaborative opportunities. Moreover, CAIP employs Dr. James Soos, who works as a Senior
Homeland Security Advisor for the US Army Research, Development and Engineering Command
(RDECOM) at Fort Monmouth to strengthen the collaborative ties between the two entities.

With respect to Homeland Security, Fort Monmouth plays a crucial role in the region’s
efforts. For example, Team C4ISR provides project management for the Regional Information
Joint Awareness Network (RIJAN). RIJAN is a system designed to provide real-time situational
awareness to incident managers by connecting sensors, communications, operational reporting
and collaborative planning into a single, unified joint network. Rutgers, along with the Port
Authority, is working closely with Fort Monmouth personnel in this important project. In
addition, Rutgers collaborated with the Center for Rapid Data Response at Monmouth University
and Fort Monmouth to act as official observers for the recently-completed Topoff 3 exercises.
One of the major goals of the Topoff 3 exercises was to test the State’s emergency
communication systems. Rutgers and its collaborators are in the process of preparing the reports
for these exercises. These activities represent a major opportunity for rich connections that
directly benefit not only the region but the entire nation’s homeland defense. In addition, Rutgers
currently has several multi-million dollar homeland security research projects supported by the
intelligence community, many of which aim to develop methods to deal with high volumes of
intelligence data. Direct testing of methods through collaboration with Fort Monmouth would
offer the most efficient and cost-effective means to develop these tests. Further opportunities for
interaction with Fort Monmouth abound within the NJ Universities Homeland Security Research
Consortium that Rutgers co-chairs with the University of Medicine and Dentistry.

Finally, Fort Monmouth CECOM is one of the Army’s highly specialized R&D
organizations with the mission of incorporating advanced communications technology into
operational systems. CECOM’s current location in New Jersey is particularly strategic given its
close proximity to many of the nation’s best communications research laboratories both academic
and industrial. Top-tier university research laboratories in New Jersey specializing in
communications include CAIP (Center for Advanced Information Processing) and WINLAB
(Wireless Information Network Laboratory) at Rutgers, the PRISM optical research center at
Princeton University, the WinSEC (Wireless Information Security Center) at Stevens Institute of
Technology, and the Microelectronics Center at the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT).
State-of-the-art facilities that cannot be readily duplicated elsewhere include the Planetlab global
internet testbed and the ultrafast laser lab at Princeton, the ORBIT large-scale wireless network
testbed at Rutgers, and the microelectronics lab at NJIT. In addition, New Jersey is home to the
world’s best industrial communications research laboratories such as Lucent Bell Labs, Telcordia,
and Sarnoff to name a few. Fort Monmouth CECOM has extensive technical connections with
the above NJ-based research organizations, including numerous ongoing technical collaborations
and research contracts. With the Department of Defense’s mandate to transform the military’s
operations towards a new “network-centric” architecture, moving CECOM away from its current
communications R&D-rich environment represents a risk to the military in the near-term.



Technological advancements involve access to a complex ecosystem of manpower,
knowledge, and scientific resources that cannot be easily replicated at a new location. New
Jersey, without a doubt, provides the best environment in the nation for communications
technology R&D. The proposed move of C4ISR to Maryland puts at risk the military’s capability
in this vital core technology area. Homeland security in the region, university research and the
mission of CECOM will suffer if the move contemplated by the DOD is executed. This, coupled
with the variety of incentives and educational advantages offered by New Jersey, makes
continued operation of the Fort Monmouth base an imperative for the DOD.

Sincerely,

Tctensd € Meewninr

Richard L. McCormick

¢: Acting Governor Richard J. Codey
The New Jersey Congressional Delegation



