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June 16, 2005

Mr. James V. Hansen

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 8. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Hansen:

I am an attorney who has represented numerocus persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA’‘s offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA’'s

operation is far different than the other adjudicaticn activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing cffices in Arlington, Virginia, Wocdland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohic. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing bv the applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA’s three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohio are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transpertation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA cffices along with the other adjudicaticn facilities is that
"Enhanced Force Protection [(will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locaticns from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dellar cost o©of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DCOHA to
Fort Meade. DOUHA musi be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence 1line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohioc are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA’s hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides tc employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing cffices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Very truly yours,
Sheldon I. Cchen
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June 16, 2005

Mr. James H. Bilbray

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 5. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense 0Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Bilbray:

I am an attorney whc has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA’s offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA’'s

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by rthe applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA's three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hillsg, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohio are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing cffices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA cffices along with the cother adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [(will bel afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactlv the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA's hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to

Fort Meade, Maryland.
Very truly yours, %}—/

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

General Lloyd W. Newton (USAF, Ret.)
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 8. Clark Street
Suite 600
Axlington, VA 22202
Re: Realignment of the Defense 0Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Newton:

I am an attorney who has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA‘s three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohioc are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 miliion dollar cost of consolidation 1is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad peolicy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOCHA must be open to and deal with the publiic daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence 1line. Alsc its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohioc are near the majority of defense
centractors. Moving DOHA’s hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

Anthony Principi, Chairman

Base Realignment and Closure Commissicn
2521 S§. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Principi:

I am an attorney who has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consclidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage tc the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHR for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accegsible to the
pukblic. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA's three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohio are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing ocffices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing cffices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportaticn and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilitieg is that
"Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence line. Also itg offices near Los Angeles, 1in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA's hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

Admiral Harold W. Gehman Jr. (USN, Ret.)
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Gehman:

I am an attorney who has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, O©Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that reasgson DOHR must be azcessibkle to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but alsc to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA's three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbusg, Ohic are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which alsc houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accesgsibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the cther adjudication facilities is that
"Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence line. Also 1its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Chio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA’s hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Very truly yours,

7/ =y

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

Mr. Phillip Coyle

Bage Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 8. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Coyle:

I am an attorney who has represented numerocus persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, OChioc. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. Fcr that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DCHA’s three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, OChio are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing cffices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission repcrt to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consclidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. Thesgse justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence 1line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractorg. Moving DOHA's hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense 0ffice of Hearings and Appeals to

Fort Meade, Maryland.
Very truly yours, lé;;;égzgﬁ_ﬂ‘_

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

Mr. Samuel Skinner

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202z

Re: Realignment of the Defense Cffice and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Skinner:

I am an attorney who has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA’'s offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
consclidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Chio. Unlike the central

adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal pubklic contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA's three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohio are in
public office buildings where there 1is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote £from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, 1in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA’s hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to

Fort Meade, Maryland.

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16é, 2005

General James T. Hill (USAZA, Ret.)

Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 8. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Hill:

I am an attorney who has represented numercus persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DCHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
congolidate military department adjudication activities. DCHA'’s

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without personal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but alsc to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA’'s three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohic are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of consolidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open to and deal with the public daily.
This is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence 1line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA's hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals to

Fort Meade, Maryland.
Very truly yours,/%/

Sheldon I. Cohen
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June 16, 2005

General Sue Ellen Turner {USAF, Ret.)
Base Realignment and Closure Commission
2521 S. Clark Street

Suite 600

Arlington, VA 22202

Re: Realignment of the Defense Office and
Hearings and Appeals

Dear Commissioner Turner:

I am an attorney who has represented numerous persons before

the Defense Office of Hearings and Appeals (DOHA). You have
recommended moving DOHA's offices to Fort Meade, Maryland to
conscolidate military department adjudication activities. DOHA's

operation is far different than the other adjudication activities
and moving it to Fort Meade would severely impact the due process
rights of the public which appears before DOHA without the
appreciable advantage to the government.

DOHA has hearing offices in Arlington, Virginia, Woodland
Hills, California and Columbus, Ohio. Unlike the central
adjudication activities which adjudicate strictly by written appeal
without persoconal public contact, DOHA conducts more than 1,500
public on-the-record hearings a year. Appeals from the central
adjudication activities go to DOHA for a hearing by the applicant
for a clearance. For that —reason DOHA must be accessible to the
public. These open hearings must be accessible not only to the
applicants for security clearances, including contractor employees,
and government employees, but also to their counsel, their
witnesses and any members public who may wish to attend.

Presently DOHA's three primary hearing sites in Woodland
Hills, California, Arlington, Virginia and Columbus, Ohio are in
public office buildings where there is already armed guarded
security, and which are accessible to public transportation and
close to where a vast a majority of the defense contractors are
working. To relocate these public hearing offices to Fort Meade,
Maryland, a highly secure military base which also houses the



National Security Agency, would cause immense difficulty from the
standpoint of public accessibility. To put the hearing offices of
DOHA on a highly secure military base, remote from public
transportation and public facilities would pose a great barrier to
applicants or holders of security clearances whose careers depend
on their getting or keeping their clearances.

The justification in the BRAC Commission report to move the
DOHA offices along with the other adjudication facilities is that
“Enhanced Force Protection [will be] afforded by a location within
a military installation fence-line” and will reduce the number of
locations from 13 to one.” According to the BRAC report, the
payback of the 67 million dollar cost of conseclidation is not
expected until thirteen years have elapsed. These justifications
are exactly the reason why it would be bad policy to move DOHA to
Fort Meade. DOHA must be open o and deal with the public daily.
Thig is not served by putting it behind a military installation

fence line. Also its offices near Los Angeles, in Arlington,
Virginia and in Columbus, Ohio are near the majority of defense
contractors. Moving DOHA’'s hearing offices to Fort Meade would

severely curtail the right to a due process hearing that the law
provides to employees needing clearances.

I urge you to delete the recommendation to relocate the
hearing offices of the Defense Cffice of Hearings and Appeals to
Fort Meade, Maryland.

Very truly yours,

Sheldon I. Cohen

off.58s



