
July 28,2005 

Admiral Harold H. Gehman 
Member, Base Realignment and Closure Commission 
2521 South Clark Street, Suite 600 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Admiral Gehman, 

At the last BRAC Commission hearing on July 19, you requested a definition of 
66 strategic presence," in light of the DoD justification given for realignment rather than 

closure of the Brunswick Naval Air Station (BNAS). We are providing you with some 
additional information fiom Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Anne Rathman, in response 
to your inquiry about the future homeland defense and surge requirements of BNAS. We 
hope that, as you continue to consider the future role of BNAS in supporting the national 
defense, you find the information that the Navy has provided helpful. 

The letter says that BNAS fulfills speczjic requirements of: (1) response time, and, 
(2) aircraft mission capabilities. The letter states, "The loss of BNAS will increase P-3 
response time to any maritime threat against the northeast coast of the United States. 
. . .Numerous sites in the Northeast have been considered as potentially feasible locations 
to conduct P-3 detachment operations and Brunswick continues to be viewed by the Navy 
as the optimal site in New England for P-3 detachment operations." 

Secretary Rathman states in her letter that BNAS "has enormous strategic value as 
the last remaining active Doll airfield in the northeast." We hope that you and your staff 
will carefully review Secretary Rathman's letter, which outlines the Navy's requirement 
for maintaining the capabilities of the Brunswick Naval Air Station. 

Please let us know if we can be of any further assistance during your 
deliberations. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator United States Senator 

DCN: 6491



-- 
Thomas H. Allen 
Member of Congress 

&id-  u !  
Michael H. Michaud 
Member of Congress 

John E. Baldacci 
Governor of Maine 


